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Introduction 
Bihar has a glorious heritage in field of education since ancient times. It has been home to one of the oldest universities of

India. Nalanda, Odantpuri and Vikramshila got international fame. Initially education system in Bihar was based on Vedas, Shastras,
Philosophy, but lacked the scientific advances taking place in other parts of the world. In medieval times, Patna, Bhagalpur, Biharsharif
have been important center of education.

Growth & Development of Western Education in Bihar
 In Modern India, the East India Company, took no interest in the promotion of education. But a humble beginning was made

through the charter Act of 1813. The Act one lakh rupees annually for the purpose of promoting knowledge of science and
the medium of teaching will be English.

 Fund Allocation for the Education Development: The year of 1835 has been an important in the field of education. The year
Lord William Bentick announced that whatever funds were allocated for education, it should be spent on only English
education system and that it was the best option to do. The diffuse of English education started in 1835 in modern Bihar. As
a result ‘Macaulay Proposal’, Zila schools at Deoghar, Biharsharif, Bhagalpur, Ararah, and Chapra.

 Magna Carta of English Education: In 1854, Charles Wood the then Chairman of Board of Control, issued education related
instructions (dispatch) which was considered the “ Magna Carta of English education in India” and accordingly the Patna
College was founded in 1863. It has been accorded a prominent place in the channels of education on account of its being
the oldest college of Bihar as well as being the best college.

 Promoting Research & Development in Bihar: In 1917, the British government constituted the Saddler Commission to give
suggestions to improve the education system. The commission talked about provisions of practical sciences, Technological
Diploma and Degrees. Before this, in 1902 itself, for agriculture related research and experiments, Agricultural Research
Center was established at Pusa.

 Growth of Higher Education in Bihar: With the establishment of Patna University in 1917, a new chapter was unleashed in
so far as imparting high education in Bihar. The post Graduate department in the Arts Faculty was opened in 1917 and the
Physics and Chemistry departments were opened in 1919. For appropriate exploitation of mineral resources, Indian School
of Mines was established at Dhanbad in 1926.

 Women empowerment through promoting Female Education: The most important event in the history of modern Bihar was
to ensure the education for female. St. Joseph’s School was opened in this regard at Patna in 1847 and two other Girls was
setup in 1867 at Patna. In 1940, the first college exclusively for women in Patna Women’s College was established.

  Impact of Scientific and Technical Education on Bihar
 Helped in Agriculture Research and Development in Bihar:  The first significant step in terms of scientific and technical

education was taken in form of Agricultural University at Pusa. It was first fully functional Agricultural University in Bihar
as well as in India. Which strengthen the agriculture research and development in Bihar.

 Promoted Scientific Temperament in the society of Bihar: For the first time, degree Courses in Physics and Chemistry was
started in Patna College in 1919. Later in 1928, Patna Science college was established, which was exclusively for science
courses. Scientific institution helped in the development of scientific revolution in the society of Bihar where caste and class
are deep rooted and hindrance in the development.

 Human Resource Creation: In 1926, Indian School of Mines was established in Dhanbad (now in Jharkhand) to provide
education in mining technology. It laid the foundation of Engineering education in Bihar. It was followed by Patna Engineering
College. After Independence many other engineering Colleges were established, some of the most prominent ones are
NIT(Patna), IIT(Patna) and many other public and private Engineering institutions. Technical education helped to give
employment opportunity and human capital in Bihar.

 Improved Health Infrastructure in Bihar: First Medical College in Bihar was established in 1925, in form Patna Medical
College. It laid the foundation of medical education in the state. Now, there are more than 15 medical colleges in the state
including two premier Central institutions i.e. AIIMS (Patna) and Indra Gandhi Institute of Medical Sciences (Patna).
Medical Education strengthen the health infrastructure of Bihar and reduced MMR, IMR and malnutrition among children
of Bihar.

Women education:

 1847- The first girl’s school, St Joseph School was established in Patna for female education.

 The Bethune School founded by J.E.D. Bethune at Calcutta (1849) was the first fruit of a powerful movement for education
of women which arose in 1840s and 1850s.

 1867- Two more girl schools was founded in Patna.

 1914- Combined government of Bihar and Odisha formed a committee to examine issue of female education.
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 Suggested to extend the girl schools of Bankipore and Cuttack upto intermediate standards.

 Also decided to set up one women college in each comissionary

 1927- Percentage of girl attending school in Bihar and Odisha were only 0.7%.

 1929- Hartong committee report of female education found out that only 1.16 lakh girls attending school out of 25 lakhs.
It also reported that higher female education was very low.

 In 1940, Patna women college (first college exclusively for women) was opened in Bihar.
Muslim Education in Bihar

 Contribution of Sir Saiyyad Khan - Muslim education in Bihar progressed, developed and spread on the lines of Aligarh
Movement, which was started by Sir Saiyyad Khan who preached Muslim masses to get Western Education along with
traditional religious teachings.

 Bihar Scientific Society was established in Muzaffarpur by Imdad Ali Khan in 1872. It’s second branch was started in
1873 in Patna. Later Mohammden Anglo Arabic School was established by Mohammden Education Society in 1886 in
Patna City.

 Shansul Ulema Mohammed Hassan played most important role in spread of modern western education among Muslims in
Bihar.
The British education system contributed in innovative and modern ideas and scientific thoughts and provided medium to
link people from diverse region. It played an important role in emergence of Nationalism.

 Impact of British policy on Western Education:
 Neglect of mass education: The Government soon made English as the medium of instruction in its schools and colleges

and opened a few English schools and colleges instead of a large number of elementary schools, thus neglecting mass
education.

 Downward filtration created a class: The British planned to educate a small section of upper and middle classes, thus
creating a class “Indian in blood and colour but English in tastes, in opinions, in morals and in intellect” who would act as
interpreters between the Government and masses and would enrich the vernaculars by which knowledge of western
sciences and literature would reach the masses. This was called the ‘downward filtration theory’.’

 Cheap & Readymade Manpower: Although there were a few Englishmen who wanted to spread education for its own sake,
the government was chiefly concerned only with its own concerns. There was a huge demand for clerks and other
administrative roles in the company’s functioning. It was cheaper to get Indians rather than Englishmen from England for
these jobs. This was the prime motive.

 Sluggish Growth of Literacy Rate: No doubt it spread western education among Indians, but the rate of literacy was
abysmally low during British rule. In 1911, the illiteracy rate in British India was 94%. In 1921, it was 92%. Scientific and
technical education were also ignored by the British government.

 Undermined the Women’s Education: The state of women education was pathetic. This was because the government did
not want to displease the orthodox nature of Indians and also because women could not generally be employed as clerks.

Positive Aspects of Education Development in Colonial Era
 Social Analysis  by  Indians: Modern education only helped this process by making available the basic literature on

physical and social sciences to nationalists, thus stimulating their capacity to make social analysis—otherwise the content,
structure and curricula of modern education served colonial interests.

 Awaking of Drain Theory: The theory proposed that poverty in India was caused by the colonial rule that was draining the
wealth and prosperity of India. This realization by Dadabhai Naoroji and others were due to modern education introduced
by British and helped in awakening nationalism in Indians.

 Ideas of liberty and equality: The liberal and radical thought of European writers like Milton, Shelley, John Stuart Mill,
Rousseau, Paine, Spencer and Voltaire helped many Indians imbibe modern rational, secular, democratic and nationalist
ideas.

 Development of Scientific Attitude: Rationalism which advocated faith in reason and a scientific attitude was again due to
modern education of Indians. Which helped masses to come out from social evil practices and think beyond that for
promoting humanitarianism.

 Created Middle class intelligentsia: The English language helped nationalist leaders from different linguistic regions to
communicate with each other.
 Those among the educated who took up liberal professions (lawyers, doctors, etc.) often visited England for

higher education.
  There they saw the working of modern political institutions in a free country and compared that system with the

Indian situation where even basic rights were denied to the citizens.
 This ever-expanding English educated class formed the middle-class intelligentsia who constituted  the  nucleus

for  the  newly  arising  political  unrest.  It was this section which provided  leadership  to  the  Indian  political
associations.
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Debate between Orientalist and Anglicist
This gave rise to controversy regarding nature of education and medium of instruction in schools and colleges.
 The Orientalists advocated in favour of Sanskrit, Arabic and Persian as the medium of education. They said while western

sciences and literature should be taught to prepare students to take up jobs, emphasis should be placed on expansion of
traditional Indian learning.

 The Anglicists advocated imparting of western education through the medium of English. They were also supported by
most advanced Indians of the time, like Raja Ram Mohan Roy Finally, the debate was settled in favour of Anglicists through
the famous Lord Macaulay’s Minute, 1835. The government soon made English as the medium of instruction in its schools
and colleges and opened few English schools and colleges instead of a large number of elementary schools.

Impacts of Anglo-Education
 Neglect of Mass Education: This led to the neglect of mass education. It was expected that the educated Indians would

enrich the vernaculars by which the knowledge of western sciences and literature would reach the masses (Downward
Filtration Theory). However, modern education did not filter down as expected. The adoption of English language as medium
of instruction alienated the masses even after the presence of such schools and colleges in their vicinity.

 Created New Class of Indians:  It also led to the creation of a class of Indians who were Indian in blood and colour but
English in opinions, morals and intellect. Thus, serving the rulers in furthering their colonial interests.

 Abdicate responsibility by the Britishers: Educating some Indian people provided an opportunity for rulers to abdicate
their responsibility of educating the masses as it could be left to the learned Indians who they hoped would ensure that
masses do not stand against the colonial empire.

Impact of Eastern Education on West
 Rich Intellectual and creative works: In the wake of that Orientalist research, scholars and artists took up ideas about

Asian societies, art, and traditions in their intellectual and creative works, and images of and ideas about Asia or specific
peoples or parts of it became common tropes in popular literature and even decor. Thus, Orientalism was a significant
philosophical and aesthetic movement that reached well beyond the specialized circle of Orientalist scholars, especially in
the 19th century.

 Respect for Ancient Indian Culture in West: Jones and Colebrooke came to represent a particular attitude towards India.
hey shared a deep respect for ancient cultures, both of India and the West. Indian civilisation, they felt, had attained its
glory in the ancient past, but had subsequently declined. In order to understand India it was necessary to discover the
sacred and legal texts that were produced in the ancient period.

 Contribution of Ancient Education of India to the West: Several travellers from different parts of the world having diverse
cultures and climates visited India. They came here to explore the rich Indian educational practices prevalent in the country.
The salient features of the ancient education system in India focused on the holistic development of both the inner and
outer self of an individual. It emphasised on imparting rich human values such as honesty, self-discipline and reliance,
humility among others.

  Views of Gandhi and Tagore on Western Education

 Gandhian Views on Western Education
 Self-Supporting: Gandhiji wanted that education should individual to become self-supporting in his later life. Education

able individual to earn his living independently. lie said, “ impart education and at the same time cut at the root of
unemployment.”

 Character Building: Gandhiji laid emphasis on character-build iii; an aim of education. Character-building implies cultivation
of moral values such as courage, righteousness, self-restraint and service of humanity.

 Culture: Gandhi emphasized culture and its preservation and enhancement as an important aim of education. He advocated
that vocational education and cultural education should go side by side. Culture main foundation and essential part of
education.

 All Round Development: All Round Development : Gandhiji wanted to develop the whole man through education. He
wanted to train the hand, heart and head of the child. Thus, he emphasized on ‘3H’S instead of three R’s. This aim of
education has the support of all the modern progressive educationists like Dewey, Tagore, Pastalozzi, and others. By all
sound education, Gandhi means the education of heart head body and spirit.

Tagore’s View on Western Education
 Education for perfection of man: Rabindranath Tagore upheld education as retrospective, prospective and a constructive

agency for the growth of the society. For Tagore, the aim of education is to bring about perfection of man by dispelling
ignorance and ushering in the light of knowledge. It should enable us to lead a complete life – economic, intellectual,
aesthetic, social and spiritual.

 Freedom for effective learning: Tagore was dissatisfied with the regular system of education and called the schools as
factories of role learning. He advocated the principle of freedom for an effective education. He said that the children should
be given freedom so that they are able to grow and develop as per their own wishes. A man through the process of education
should be able to come out as a harmonious individual in time with his social set-up of life.
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 Internationalism & World Peace: Rabindranath Tagore’s internationalism is also reflected in his conception of ideal
education which according to him must strengthen the fundamental conditions of World Peace through the establishment
of free learning which would have the best of both the East and the West.

The role of Education in National movement:
 Development of Modern ideas: The Britishers had adopted ‘downward filtration theory‘ to spread the western education.

However, Modern ideas, if not education, did filter down to the masses, though not in a form desired by the rulers, but
through political parties, press, pamphlets, public platforms, etc.

 Scientific Temperament: Modern education only helped this process by making available the basic literature on physical
and social sciences to nationalists, thus stimulating their capacity to make social analysis—otherwise the content, structure
and curricula of modern education served colonial interests.

 Mobilisation of Masses: The early phase of nationalist movement from around 1870 to 1918 focussed more on political
propaganda and education, formation and propagation of nationalist ideology and arousing, training, mobilisation and
consolidation of public opinion, than on mass agitation or active mobilisation of masses through open meetings.

Development of Education in Bihar after Independence
 Bihar became Education Hub: Until Independence, this region remained the hub of education and research. People used to

come and study in Bihar based institutions from different parts of India and abroad.
 Oxford of the East: Patna University was called as Oxford of the East. Bihar’s administration and university education

system was assessed as the best in the country by the renowned expert of Public Administration, Sir Paul Appleby. During
1950s he visited several states in India and asserts that “Bihar is the best administered state in India and in the time to come
it will become an example for other states”.

 Skilled Manpower to the Industry: This period saw the establishment of good academic institutions and big industrial
projects such as the Bokaro Steel Plant, Heavy Engineering Corporation (HEC) at Ranchi, and a petroleum refinery and a
fertiliser unit at Barauni.

 Higher Education Infrastructure: The reorganization of 79 University system in the State immediately after independence
was proving to be turning point in the expansion of higher education.

 Upgradation in University Act: In 1952 Patna University was converted into a purely teaching cum-residential University
with the territorial jurisdiction over Metropolitan Patna. The Patna University Act 1917 was replaced by the new 1951 Act
which not only restricted governmental interference in the routine affairs of the University but also facilitated their smooth
functioning. Such provisions produced positive results and the Institutions acquired high reputation within and outside
the country during the 1950s and early 60s.

 Politicisation of Education System in Bihar:  However, the situation started changing alarmingly by the end of 60s and
early 70s when the Universities became the target of political parties. The year 1967 was significant in the political history
of Bihar when a non-Congress government came into power. The political development in and around the State virtually
paralyzed the higher educational institutions.

 Deteriorating the Glorious Past of Education System: The quality of teaching deteriorated drastically 80 throughout the
state. Malpractices such as mass copying became the order of the day in the 1970s. Instead of good marks and relevant
qualifications, bribes and recommendations became the popular practices to get admitted into colleges.
the whole education system was completely drenched in corruption and politics. After Emergency, series of puppet government
came to power having lack of vision and apathy towards the development of the State.

  Critical Analysis

English education has enslaved us
 Mahatma Gandhi argued that colonial education created a sense of inferiority in the minds of Indians. It made them see

Western civilisation as superior, and destroyed the pride they had in their own culture. There was poison in this education,
it was sinful, it enslaved Indians, it cast an evil spell on them. Charmed by the West, appreciating everything that came from
the West, Indians educated in these institutions began admiring British rule.

 Poor Penetration of Education to rural areas: Despite all efforts schools during British period remained limited to cities and
towns. Which led the rural population of Bihar out of the ambit of modern western education and especially English
education.

 Grave errors of the East: From the early nineteenth century many British officials began to criticise the Orientalist vision of
learning. They said that knowledge of the East was full of errors and unscientific thought; Eastern literature was non-
serious and light-hearted. So they argued that it was wrong on the part of the British to spend so much effort in encouraging
the study of Arabic and Sanskrit language and literature.

 Gender discrimination: The education policies of British government and social taboos in early period of 20th century
affected the girl’s education significantly and especially the girls belonging to rural areas, because the absence of schools
in rural areas and society did not allow girls to go to cities to get education. 
This situation still prevails after more than 70 years of independence and did not change much. According to Census
Report-2011 only 51.5% women in the state are literate, which is lowest in India.
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 Education for commerce: Education in English crippled Indians, distanced them from their own social surroundings ,and
made them “ Stangers in their own lands” . Speaking a foreign tongue, despising local culture, the English educated did not
know how to relate to the masses.

 Illiteracy at Mass level: British Period Universities were limited to big cities and towns only, which created an educated few
over mass illiteracy and uneducated people. Which become causes for demographic disaster due poor human capital in the
state.

 Left behind the Paralyzed Education System: Despite of increase in the number of colleges and universities in the state
higher education in the state is performing very poorly due to many issues such as no regular classes, mis-management of
colleges/universities, late exams, mass cheating and fraud in examination process.
 Caused for Uneven Development of Education: Large number of students from Bihar, even today migrate to other states

for getting medical, engineering and other professional education, because of the absence of good quality institutions
in the state.

Conclusion
 Despite being the hub of education in ancient times, Bihar lagged heavily during the medieval and colonial era before

independence and even after independence. The land of Bihar, which produced many Gems of arts, science, medicine and
even space is now the most illiterate state of the country. The education policies of the British government were aimed at
creation of an educated few, which led to creation of very large number of sections of Indian society which was uneducated
and even illiterate. This gap created during pre-independence era could not bridge till now.
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 Introduction
Swami Sahajanand Saraswati (1889-1950) was the leader of the most successful organised peasant movement in colonial India,

a leading figure of India’s struggle for independence against British colonial rule, and an organic intellectual trained in India’
Shastric traditions with a huge corpus of writings to his credit.

From the age of eighteen when Swami Sahajanand Saraswati took the vows of sanyas, his only worldly need was just one meal
in twenty-hours appropriate to a sanyasi (a Hindu monk). He had no personal, religious or even political stakes which made him
unbending on matters of principle.

He only had a mission in life: first sanyas and realisation of God which subsequently became one with his mission for the
empowerment of the masses of peasants in the country. First, the tenants, then small and marginal landholders, and then the khet
mazdoor (agricultural labour) or the actual tillers of the land. Though actual tillers could also be from the stock of tenants and
subsistence and marginal landholders apart from the vast mass of landless labourers.

  About Swami Sahajanand Saraswati?
Sahajanand’s (real name Navarang Rai) fascinating career has been summed up by a writer as a journey from

Omkar to the Hunkar. He was born in a conservative Bhumihar rural Bhojpuri-speaking family
 In Bihar, Swami Sahajanand Saraswati was a well-known peasant leader. He was an austere Dandi sanyasi from the Uttar

Pradesh area of Gazipur. In eastern India, he was well-liked as a peasant leader.
 Despite the fact that he was born in Uttar Pradesh, the most of his social and political efforts were focused on Bihar.

In the last years of his life, he worked primarily from his ashram in Bihta, close to Patna.
 On June 26, 2000, Ram Vilas Paswan, the government of India’s then-minister of communications, officially unveiled the

postal stamp that had been produced in remembrance of Swami Sahajanand Saraswati.
   Early Life of Swami Sahajanand Saraswati

 On February 22, 1889, Swami Sahajananad Saraswati was born into a Jujhoutia Bhumihar Brahmin household.
 The name of the sixth and final son was Naurang Rai. His mother passed away while he was a little child, and an aunt

raised him.
 Although a Brahmin, his father, Beni Rai, was mostly a farmer. Both in the primary grades and at the German Mission

high school where he studied English, Naurang performed admirably.
 Naurang showed symptoms of majesty and scepticism of mainstream popular religious practises even at a very young

age. Swami Sahajanand Saraswati studied religious scriptures in-depth and gave up his worldly pursuits in search of
spiritual peace. To stop him from doing this, his family got him married to a young woman. His wife passed away before
the marriage could be established, around 1905 or early 1906

 Journey of Swami Sahajanand Saraswati
 Naurang Rai was inducted into holy orders and conversantly took the name of Swami Sahajanand Saraswati, in 1907. He

could not appear for the matriculation examination because of this espousal to sanyas. But this dedicated man spent the
rest of his life, in studying religion, politics and social affairs. All these helped him to be radical.

 Swami Sahajanand Saraswati came into limelight with his first participation from the primary castes Bhumihar platform.
Slowly, Sahajanand got involved in nationalist Congress politics and later in peasant movements. Even in order to get
involved deeply into the peasant movement, Sahajanand went through political schooling under Mahatma Gandhi, in the
Indian National Congress. Sahajanand commenced off as a devoted Gandhian in Congress. He was an admirer of Gandhi’s
fusion of tradition, religion and politics. By 1920, as directed by Gandhi, he threw himself into the nationalist movement.

 Later on, Sahajanand though continued to be a member of the Congress but kept himself out of party politics. He fully
turned to give his broadest energies into mobilising the peasants. He egresses as the foremost ‘kisan leader’ by the end of
the decade, in India. At different times while organising the peasants, with his political impulsiveness he became close to
different individuals, parties and groups.

 In order to form the All-India Kisan Sabha, he joined his hands with the Congress Socialists. After that along with Subhas
Chandra Bose, he initiated in organising the Anti-Compromise Conference against the British and the Congress. During the
Second World War, he has worked with the CPI. At long last, he broke from them, to form an ‘independent’ Kisan Sabha.
Throughout all these political and social involvement, Sahajanand remained essentially a non-party man.

 Swami Sahajanand Saraswati was ascertained to improve the peasant’s condition. With that objective in mind, he pursued
the issue with coerce and energy. For this effort he was almost universally loved by the peasants.

 This Dandi Sanyasi was a powerful speaker speaking the language of the peasants. In the course of action, this staff became
the symbol of peasant resistance.

 Sahajanand died on 25 June 1950, while still the battle for this was being fought in the legislature and the courts.
 At Neyamatpur, Gaya (Bihar), Swamiji has established an ashram which later became the centre of freedom struggle in Bihar.
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Beginning of social and political life
 He was born Naurang Rai in a family of simple peasants or “kore kisans”. They were Jijhoutia Brahmin branch of Kanyakubja

Brahmins from Bundelkhand who had settled in Deva near Ghazipur. He was a very bright student who finished his first six
years of primary school in three by the year 1902. He did well in both middle school standing seventh in the whole United
Provinces and then in the German Mission High School in Ghazipur.

 He stood seventh again in the pre-matriculation scholarship examination when his modern formal education ended abruptly
in 1907 when he took the vows of sanyas, or renunciation, 1907 at the age of eighteen.

 His exceptional brilliance and photographic memory is reflected in his own autobiography, Mera jeevan sangharsh, and five
other major works which he wrote from memory without having any reference material at his disposal in the Hazaribagh
Central Jail in his years of incarceration from 1940 to 1942 and never had the opportunity to revise and cross-check the dates
and details before their publication.

Sahajanand and social reform
 He began his social and political life on the narrow platform of Bhumihar Brahmin Mahasabha along with the Indian National

Congress. But there were many leaders from this period who were active in multiple organisations. Pandit Madan Mohan
Malviya was active in the Brahman Mahasabha (Brahmin Association) and Hindu Mahasabha (Hindu Association) along
with the Congress; Dr. Sachchidanand Sinha severed his active ties with the Congress but remained active in the Kayastha
Mahasabha (Kayastha Association) till the very end;

 Dr. Rajendra Prasad remained active in the Kayastha Mahasabha along with the Congress; Dr. Anughraha Narayan Sinha
remained active in the Rajput Mahasabha along with the Congress and there were many Muslim members of the Congress
who were also members of the Indian Muslim League. It was then considered to be a means to a social and political life of
the country where each caste or sectarian organisation was meant to work for its upliftment leading to the upliftment of the
country as a whole.

 It was during this phase the Swami wrote the History of Brahmins titled Brahmarshi vansha vistar, which is wrongly
assumed to be the history of just Bhumihar Brahmins who have named their different organisations as Brahmarshis.

Contribution of Swami Sahajanand Saraswati in Freedom Struggle
 Raised  the cause of depressed peasants: Sahajanand’s great contributions to the cause of depressed peasant-farmers

during British rule, to the Indian freedom movement, and to Indian society as a whole is largely unknown outside the Hindi
belt.

 United People against British: After Gandhiji’s successful experiment in Champaran, Swamiji followed in his path and
agitated for the economic rights of the masses. He united people in Bihar against the British and strengthened the Non-
Cooperation Movement. He also played a modernizing role in socio-cultural traditions. With Sardar Patel, he addressed
many kisan sabhas in Bihar and advocated for their rights.

 Waiving of farmers’ loan: The waiving of farmers’ loans and the ensuring of farmers’ income, issues that are still relevant
today, were his main concerns and he is widely remembered as the founder of the All India Kisan Sabha.

 Preaching for the Welfare: An agrarian economy, India is considered the land of farmers. Even the current narrative and
political discourse primarily revolves around farmers and their key challenges. In this context, Swami Sahajanand Saraswati’s
teaching and preaching for the welfare of India’s farmers continues to be relevant.

Swami Sahajanand Saraswati as a Kisan Leader
 By the conclusion of the decade, Swami Sahajanand Saraswati ceases to be the most important “kisan leader” in India.
 With his political impulsiveness, he grew close to many people, parties, and groupings at various points while organising

the peasants.
 Millions of peasants were inspired and influenced by the words of Swami Sahajanand, a formidable agitator and publicist,

to defend their rights.
 With time, Swamiji’s Kisan Sabha supporters began referring to him as “Kisan Pran” (the life of Kisans).
Swami Sahajanand Saraswati and Kisan Sabha
 In conjunction with a formal organisational structure, Sahajanand Saraswati established a smaller Kisan Sabha in the Patna

district; but, it wasn’t until a few years later that it became institutionalised. He founded the Bihar Provincial Kisan
Sabha(BPKS) later that year, in 1929.

 The anticipated membership of this Sabha increased making it India’s largest regional assembly.
 In 1936, during the Indian National Congress session in Lucknow, the All India Kisan Sabha (AIKS) was established with

a few Congress Socialists. Its first President was Sahajanand.
 He teamed up with the Congress Socialists to establish the All-India Kisan Sabha. The Anti-Compromise Conference

against the British and the Congress was then organised by him and Subhas Chandra Bose.
 He collaborated with the CPI during World War II. Finally, he decided to split from them and create a “independent” Kisan

Sabha. Sahajanand remained primarily a non-party man throughout all of these political and social involvements.
 It was decided that Swami Sahajanand Saraswati would help the peasant’s situation. He went after the problem with force

and vigour with that goal in mind. He gained the admiration of the villagers nearly unanimously for this endeavour.
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 This Dandi Sanyasi was a gifted orator who spoke in the dialect of the common people. In the process, this staff came to
represent the resistance of the peasants.

 Sahajanand passed away on June 25, 1950, while the legal and legislative battle over this was still going on. In Neyamatpur,
Gaya (Bihar), Swamiji founded an ashram that eventually served as the focal point of Bihar’s independence movement.

Swami Sahajanand Saraswati as a Follower of Gandhiji
 Following Gandhiji’s successful experiment in Champaran, Swamiji fought for the economic rights of the common people.

He boosted the Non-Cooperation Movement and unified the people of Bihar in their opposition to the British.
 He also contributed to the modernization of sociocultural norms. He spoke in numerous Kisan Sabhas in Bihar alongside

Sardar Patel and fought for their rights. He is well-known as the creator of the All India Kisan Sabha and was primarily
concerned with topics that are still important today, such as waiving farmer loans and assuring farmers’ income.

Bakasht Movement in Bihar
 In Bihar, Saraswati coordinated the Bakasht Movement between 1937 and 1938. “Bakasht” is Arabic for self-taught.
 The Bihar Tenancy Act and the Bakasht Land Tax were passed as a result of the agitation against zamindars’ eviction of

tenants from Bakasht lands.
 In the Dalmia Sugar Mill at Bihta, where worker-peasant unity was crucial, he also led a victorious uprising. Subhash

Chandra Bose and the All India Forward Bloc decided to commemorate April 28 as All-India Swami Sahajanand Day in
protest of his imprisonment by the British Raj after learning of Saraswati’s detention during the Quit India Movement.

Role in Economy and Peasant Movement
 India has an agrarian economy and is known as a farming nation. Even the

current political debate and narrative are largely focused on farmers and the
main issues they face.

 The teachings and sermons of Swami Sahajanand Saraswati for the benefit of
Indian farmers are still applicable in contemporary situation. The head of the
Forward Bloc, Subhash Chandra Bose, stated: “Swami Sahajanand Saraswati is
a name to conjure with in our land.

 Being able to hire him as the chairman of the reception committee for the All
India Anti-Compromise Conference at Ramgarh was a rare stroke of luck.

 It was a delight and an honour for the Forward Block to have him as one of the
leading figures in the Left movement and as its friend, philosopher, and leader.
Numerous peasant movement front-rank leaders have developed close ties to
the Forward Block after Swamiji’s example.

 Millions of people who desire an inclusive society with farmers at its core
continue to find inspiration in Swamiji. In addition to speaking for the farmers of Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, he also defended
peasant farmers from British imperialism’s oppression.

 This new book gives a realistic portrait of a monk, thinker, freedom fighter, and peasant movement leader.

  Sahajanand on religious issues

On Hinduism:
 Swamiji had a very unconventional and liberal view of religion despite being trained in the rigorous Shastric traditions and

being a scholar of Nyaya, Mimamsa, Sankhya, Vedanta, Sanskrit grammar and other classical scholarly traditions and above
all being a Dandi Sanyasi of the Dasnami Order (this is the highest order of sanyasis in the Indian ascetic tradition and Adi
Shankaracharya himself was a Dandi sanyasi). He always considered religion and faith to be a matter of private concern and
not a matter of public display or for political manoeuvring and manipulation. Sahajanand remained a sanyasi with the
heighest personal discipline and kept on performing his ablutions till he breathed his last, but never once did he use religion
for political purposes

On Christianity and Christian missionaries:
 Swami Sahajanand’s views on conversion, reconversion and non-conversion are crucial. Though, one has to keep in mind

the fundamental difference between the Abrahimic religions of Judaism, Christianity and Islam with Christianity and Islam
having expansionist tendencies as against the Dharmic religions which emanated in India which do not have an organised
method of conversion and increasing membership. Despite this, the very notion of service which the missionaries render
has to be learnt by their Hindu brethren, which comes best from his own reflection.

On Islam and Muslims :
 In some ways, his respect for different religious traditions could be traced back to his childhood. Their

family, despite their Brahmin heritage, protected the village mazar of a Muslim ascetic and would light lamps every evening
at the mausoleum. Additionally, his earliest education was at the local madrassa for lack of any government or Hindu or
Sanskrit tol (schools in villages run by traditional scholars) in the village which would surely have formed the earliest
impressions that Muslims of India were the same as Hindus, and Islam is not necessarily an evil religion as was propagated
by religious conservatives.
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Political legacy
 Sahajanand was one of his kind in the milieu of Indian political leaders in the first half of the twentieth century. As a Sanyasi

he had left all worldly attachments which made him attached to the toiling and labouring masses of the country. His
spirituality was not removed from the world for personal moksha27, his moksha was connected to the moksha of the masses
through its material advancement to begin with. It is the true Vedanta in action and he is the truest Vedantin in the Indian
political spectrum. His Gita was the Gita of loksangraha or public action and not escapism from challenges.

 His work ‘Khet Mazdoor’ is perhaps the first tract by an Indian scholar in India on the condition of rural landless agricultural
labourers and offers concrete legal and economic solutions for their upliftment. He is perhaps the first national leader to use
the term Dalitto refer to the oppressed sections of Indian society as against the more stylised Harijan of Gandhiji.

Notable Works of Swami Sahajanand Saraswati
 Ramchandra Pradhan is a Gandhian activist and scholar who translated Swami Sahajanand Saraswati’s autobiography,

Mera Jeevan Sangharsh (1952), from its original Hindi.
 In addition to his autobiography, Sahjanand wrote several other books that help the reader understand Swamiji better,

including Bhumihar Brahmin Parichay (Introduction to Bhumihar Brahmins), Karmakalap, Brahman Samaj ki Sthiti (Condition
of Brahmin Society), Khet Majdoor (Farming Laborers), Zamindaari ka Khatma Ho, and Bhoomi Vyavastha etc.

 The Gita was an integral part of his life, and his account of his journey to monkhood is inspirational. He took his daand from
his guru Swami Achutyanand and became a daandi swami. A bhumihar, Swamiji wrote extensively on bhumihar-brahmans,
but his writing on the peasantry and on zamindaars is even more extensive.

Posthumous Honors
 The Government of India released a commemorative stamp on June 26, 2000, which was officially unveiled by Ram Vilas

Paswan, the Communications Minister at the time.
 In his honour, the Swamy Sahajanand Saraswati Extension Scientist/Worker Award was established by the Indian Council

of Agricultural Research. In 2001, a two-day Kisan Mahapanchayat was held in Rabindra Bhawan, Patna, in honour of the
man’s 112th birthday.

 Sadanand Singh, the speaker of the state assembly at the time, gave the opening remarks, and many notable individuals
attended. On the 57th anniversary of Swami Sahajanand Saraswati’s passing, Bihar Governor R.S. Gavai presented a book
about his life in Patna.
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Introduction
Bihar was one of the active participants in the revolts and movement of freedom struggle against British atrocities. Bihar

played a major role in the Indian independence struggle. Most notable were Vir Kunwar singh in 1857 revolt played a vital role against
Britishers, it was from Bihar that Mahatma Gandhi launched his pioneering civil-disobedience movement, Champaran  Satyagraha
against the Indigo plantation and so on, which gave strong message to the Britishers and encourage to Indians to fight for their
freedom.

Bihar in the era of British Raj
 Bihar under the British especially Patna retain its lost glory and emerged as an important strategic center for learning and

trade during British rule. It remained a part of the Bengal Presidency of British India until 1912 when the province of Bihar
and Orissa was carved out as a separate province.

 After 1905, there were several changes in the British administrative setup: Delhi became Capital of British India. Patna
became the capital city of the new province and the city was stretched westward to suit the administrative base. For
example- Bankpore Township took shape along Bailey road.

 There was a number of educational institutions built by the British in Patna such as Patna College, Patna Science College,
Bihar College Engineering, Prince of Wales Medical College, and the Patna Veterinary College.

  Role of Bihar in various freedom struggle movements

Significant role of Bihar in 1857 Revolt
 The revolt was started in Deoghar district (now in Jharkhand) at the headquarters of the 32nd Infantry Regiment on 12th June

1857. Two British Officers Lt. Norman Leslie and Sergeant Dr. Grant were in this revolt. But the revolt was crushed
by McDonald. On 3rd July, the revolt was started in Patna under Pir Ali.

 The revolt at Danapur Cantt. marked the widespread beginning of the revolt in Bihar on 25 th July 1857 but
the Maharajas of Darbhanga, Dumrao, and Hatwa and their fellow landlords helped the British with man-power and money
in crushing the revolt.

 Babu Kunwar Singh of Jagdishpur was the most notable figure of revolt who wrote a glorious chapter in the history of
India’s First War of Independence. He actively led a band of armed forces of 4000 soldiers and recorded victories in many
battles. He successfully occupied Arrah in July 1857 and later with the help of Nana Saheb defeated British forces at
Azamgarh.

 Wahabi Movement :  Wahabi Movement, also known as the ’Walliullah Movement,’ was a Muslim socio-religious reform
movement which began in response to western influences and was inspired by the teachings of Shah Walliullah, considered
the first Indian Muslim leader. The Wahabi Movement in India was founded by Sayyid Ahmad (1786-1831) of Rae Bareli.
The entire movement revolved around Islam’s legacy — ”Quran and Hadis.” The Wahabi movement sought to purify Islam
and return to the simplicity of religion.

 Anushilan Samiti in Bihar : A branch of Anushilan Samiti was established in Patna by Sachindranath Sanyal in 1913
and Bankimchandra Mitra of BN College was given responsibilities to lead the organization.
It was one of the secret revolutionary organisations operating in Bengal in the first quarter of the 20th century. It was bent
on overthrowing the British colonial rule. The genesis of the terrorist parties in Bengal in the first decade of the twentieth
century can be traced to the formation of small, non-terrorist youth clubs devoted to the three-fold aims of physical, mental,
and moral development of the youth. 

 Swarajist Movement in Bihar: In December 1922, the All India Congress Session was held in Gaya under the presidency
of Chittaranjan Das. This session resulted in an ideological faction between congress- one who supports the entry of the
legislative council and others who opposed this and supported the Gandhian path. CR Das, Motilal Nehru, and Ajmal
Khan was the supporter of the entry of legislative council.

Vallabhai Patel, C Rajagopalachari, and MA Ansari were the non-supporters of the entry of the legislative council. Motilal
Nehru and Chitranjan Das formed Swaraj Dal.  Narayan Prasad was the first Chairman and Abdul Bari was the first Secretary.
A branch of Swaraj Dal was formed in Bihar which was lead by Srikrishna Singh.

Bihar became the Land of Gandhi’s First Experiment
 It was started in 1917 and was Mahatma Gandhi’s first Satyagraha Movement (first Civil Disobedience Movement). Rajkumar

Shukla and Raam Lal Shah had invited M.K Gandhi to look after the system of Tinkathiya which forced the peasants to grow
indigo on 3/20th of the total land.

 M.K Gandhi was accompanied by Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Brajkishore Prasad, Acharya Kriplani, Dr. Anugrah Narayan Sinha,
Mahadeo Desai, C. F. Andrews, H. S. Pollock, Raj Kishore Prasad, Ram Navami Prasad, Shambhu Sharan and Dharnidhar
Prasad.
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 Movement forced the British Government to form a committee i.e. Champaran Committee to make inquiry against the
atrocities. M.K Gandhi was the member of the committee and he convinced the authority on the atrocities perpetrated under
the Tinkathiya System, and why it should be abolished and compensation should be given to the peasants. It was the first
victory of Gandhi’s Civil Disobedience battle.

  Phases of Freedom Struggle in Bihar

Non-Cooperation Movement (NCM) in Bihar
 It was started by M.K Gandhi in the backdrop of the Jalliawalan Bag Massacre, Khilafat Movement, and the Rowlatt Act. In

August 1920, the Bihar Congress meets under the presidentship of Dr. Rajendra Prasad and passed the non-cooperation
resolution which was introduced by Dharnidhar Prasad and Shah Mohammad Zubair.

 Dr. Rajendra Prasad constituted the committee on the movement with Shah Mohammad Zubair and Mazhar-ul-Haq. M.K
Gandhi inaugurated ‘Bihar National College’ and its building ‘Bihar Vidhyapeeth’ in February 1922.

 Mazhar-ul-Haq started the newspaper i.e. Motherland in September 1921 to disseminate the Hindu-Muslim Unity and
Gandhian Ideology. Prince of Wales (British) visited Bihar which was opposed by the Congress.

 Significance of NCM: It lead to great foundation for the further intensification of the freedom struggle in Bihar. It saw
participation from both Hindus and Muslims thereby showcasing communal harmony in the country along with Bihar. This
movement established the popularity of the Congress Party among the people. As a result of this movement, people became
conscious of their political rights.

Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) in Bihar
 Dr. Rajendra Prasad drafted the Salt Satyagraha and chosen 6th April 1930 as the date of the movement. Pt. Jawaharlal

visited Bihar for the success of the Satyagaraha. He travelled Bihar from 31st March to 3rd April, 1930.
 Movement was begun from Champaran and Saran districts and later influence the region of Patna, Bettieh, Hajipur, and

Darbhanga. Movement emphasizes on the use of Khadi and gave a strong message against intoxicating drinks, refusal to
pay Chaukidari tax.

 Swadeshi Committee was set up at Patna. Movement got great participation of women from every section of society.
Sachidanad Sinha, Hasan Imam, and Sir Ali Imam were prominent leaders.

 Bihpur Satyagrah was started at the same time. In the protest of the lathi charge on Dr. Rajendra Prasad and Prof. Abdul Bari,
Rai Bahadur Dwarkanath resigned from Bihar Legislative Council.

 Chandarvati Devi and Ramsunder Singh was another leader of the movement who took active participation. Champaran,
Bhojpur, Purnia, Saran, and Muzaffarpur was an important district where the movement got flourished. Gorkha Police were
employed for the brutal suppression of the movement.

 Significance of CDM: Civil Disobedience Movement was a landmark movement in the Indian Nationalist Movement and is
credited for paving the way for freedom in India as it spread to the urban areas and witnessed the participation of women
and people belonging to the lower castes

Quit India Movement (QIM) in Bihar
 The Quit India movement of 1942 was one of the greatest upsurges of modern history. Bihar played a decisive role in the

movement in the face of most ruthless repression. The Congress Working Committee passed a resolution on August 5, 1942
in Bombay, later called the Quit India Resolution, which demanded the withdrawal of the British power from India. This
resolution was fully endorsed by the All-India Congress Committee held at Bombay on August 7 and 8, 1942. It was here that
Mahatma Gandhi gave the famous slogan of “Do or Die”.

 The repression inflicted by the government failed to check mass upheaval. The students played a heroic role in this freedom
movement. On August 11, a band of students marched in order to hoist the national flag on the building of the Patna
secretariat. 

 As a result of this incident, a widespread upheaval broke out spontaneously. There was a complete strike in Patna on
August 12. The same evening a meeting was organised by Jagat Narayan Lal, in which it was decided to cripple the
government machinery. To paralyse the administration, the agitators uprooted railways lines, damaged telegraphs wires and
telephones, burnt police stations, seized post offices and other government buildings.

 Significance of QIM: The Movement sent a clear message that India could not be governed without the support of the
Indians. It placed the demand for Complete Independence on the immediate objective of the freedom movement. The
common mass showed unparalleled heroism and survived cruel repression for independence that made them stronger and
more determined for Independence. It exposed the government’s arrogance and brutality towards the Indians.

Kisan Sabha and Bihar
 Kisan Sabha was organised in 1922 by Mohammad Zubair and Sri Krishna Singh in Munger. Bihar Provincial Kisan Sabha

was formed in 1929 by Swami Shajanand Saraswati to mobilize peasant’s grievances against Zamindars atrocities of occupancy
rights.

 United Political Party was formed by Zamindars to suppress peasants. Bihar Kisan Sabha was formed in 1933. All India
Kisan Sabha was formed in 1936. Swami Shajanand Saraswati was President and NG Ranga was made secretary.

 Pandit Yamuna Karjee and Rahul Sankrityayan who was followers of Swami Shahjanand Saraswati started the Hindi weekly
“Hunkar” in 1940 which became the mouthpiece of the agrarian and peasant movement in Bihar.
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Bihar is the land of prominent leaders in Freedom Struggle
 Kunwar Singh: Kunwar Singh was a leader during the Indian

Rebellion of 1857. At the age of 80, he led a selected band of
armed soldiers against the troops under the command of the
British East India Company. He was the chief organiser of
the fight against the British in Bihar. He is popularly known as
Veer Kunwar Singh. He gave strong message and courage to
freedom fighter to uproot the colonial rule from India.

 Rajendra Prasad: He was first President of the Republic of India
and also was the first President to have been in the office twice.
He was key leader from Bihar during Salt Satyagraha of 1930 and
the Quit India Movement of 1942. He became president of Indian
National Congress during Bombay Session of 1934. He served
as minister of food and agriculture in the central Government
after the 1946 elections. He was President of Constituent
Assembly in 1946 and also became elected president of
Constituent Assembly in 1950. Prasad given a right direction to
the development of paralysed indian democracy as first president of India.

 Jagjivan Ram: He was a leader of Dalit Community and founding member of the All India Depressed Classes League. He
was youngest minister in Jawaharlal Nehru’s interim government and became the youngest cabinet of India as Labour
Minister. He was also member a member of Constituent Assembly where he ensured that social justice was enshrined in the
constitution.

 Shri Krishna Singh:   He was the first Chief Minister of Bihar known as Shri Babu and Bihar Kesari. Along with the
nationalist Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Dr.  Anurag Narayan Singh and Shri Babu is regarded among the Architectures of Modern
Bihar. He led the Dalit entry into Baidyanath Dham temple, Deoghar. He was first Chief Minister to abolished Zamindari
System.

 Dr. Anugrah Narayan Sinha : He was among the first freedom fighters to respond to Gandhiji’s call for Satyagraha in 1940–
41. The first Bihar Government, both in 1937 and 1946, was characterized by the values of the Mahatma Gandhi. Its two
eminent leaders Shri Krishna Sinha and Anugrah Babu were nationalists of unimpeachable integrity and great public spirit.

 Jayprakash Narayan: As a Marxist, Narayan returned to India from the US in the latter half of 1929. Jawaharlal Nehru invited
him to join the Indian National Congress, and Mahatma Gandhi served as his mentor there.  He was popularly referred to
as JP or Lok Nayak. He was remembered for spearheading the opposition to Indira Gandhi during the 1970s era for whose
overthrow this called as ‘total revolution’. Biography was written by an eminent writer of Hindi literature, Rambriksha
Benipuri.

Role of Bihar Socialist Party in Freedom Struggle
 It was formed in 1931 by Ganga Sharan Sinha, Rambriksh Benipuri and Ramanand Mishra. Bihar Congress Socialist Party

was formed in 1934 when Jaiprakash Narayan convened meeting at Anjuman Islamia Hall in Patna. Archarya Narendra Dev
was the first president and Jai Prakash Narayan was made General-Secretary.

First Congress Cabinet in Bihar
 Government of India Act, 1935 came with constitutional remedies and provincial autonomy in the state as well as dual

administration in centre that resulted many constructive work. For example- Elections was held in 152 election zones.
Congress fights election with 107 members from which 98 were winners.

 Congress got massive majority in the legislative council in which 8 candidates were the winners but Sri Krishna Singh
refuses to form government. Hence, Mohammad Yunus who was the leader of independent candidates formed the government.
Thus, Mohammad Yunus was the first Prime Minister of Bihar.

 On 20th July, Congress Cabinet was formed by Sri Krishna Singh. Sri Ramdayalu Singh and Prof. Abdul Bari was the Speaker
and Deputy Speaker of Legislative Council respectively.

 Newly elected minister did tremendous jobs like removal of ban on press, magazines, release of political prisoners, removal
on the problems of Kashtkari Bandobast and raising status of Harijans. Resignation of Shri Krishna Singh when British
announced that India is also participating in the Second World War and Congress started resentment of the decision.

Unsung Heros of Bihar contributed in freedom struggle of Bihar
 Peer Ali Khan: Peer Ali Khan was a composed freedom fighter who worked clandestinely. He was a bookseller, who played

a leading role in the organization of the Great Revolt of 1857 in the Patna district in July 1857.  According to the report of
William Taylor (the Commissioner of Patna Division), “Peer Ali was a native of Lucknow, but had resided for many years at
Patna; he was by trade, a Book-seller, and I strongly suspect that he may have originally established himself here, for the
express purpose of carrying on the intrigues which issued in this abortive out-break”

 Tarkeshwari Prasad Sinha: Her public life started to take shape during the 1942 Quit India Movement, when she played an
active role as a student leader in Patna Women’s College, at the age of 16. The trials of Indian National Army soldiers at the
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Red Fort in 1945 attracted her a lot and she inclined towards politics. She was soon elected the president of the Bihar
students Congress. Sinha was among those who received Mahatma Gandhi in Nalanda, who was in the region to quell the
Hindu-Muslim riots during the Partition.

 Basawon Singh:  Basawon Sinha, also known as Basawon Singh, was born in 23rd March,1909 at Jamalpur, near Vaishali. He
was an activist in the Indian independence movement and a campaigner for the rights of the underprivileged, industrial
labourers and agricultural workers. During the Quit India Movement, after the interception of Jayaprakash Narayan’s Deoli
letter addressed to him, he went underground in 1941 and went to Afghanistan to collect firearms and ammunition. There is
an indoor stadium named Basawon Singh Indoor Stadium in the city of Hajipur in Bihar.

Contribution of Women in freedom struggle from Bihar
 Women has also special mark in the history. They have actively participated in each and every scenario. The same happened

in the time of independence movement of India. The power of women actively participated in the free struggle, and at the
request of Mahatma Gandhi, assumed social responsibility. In the 19th century, several schools were opened in Bihar to
educate women. Many educated families allow women to participate in public events. During his Bihar tour, the woman
began attending Gandhiji’s public conference. The natural consequence of this was the articipation of women in political
and social reforms.

 Famous Women Personality: there are a few names that go back to the pre-Independence era as far back as the late 19th
century. These names continue to find a place in the public imagination, from social reformer Rashidan Bibi ((1855-1926) to
freedom fighter Tarakeshwari Sinha, Rajvanshi Devi, wife of first President Rajendra Prasad in whose memory the Rajbanshi
Nagar locality has been named in Patna, and Prabhavati Devi, wife of Jayaprakash Narayan.

 Political Participation: The trail blazed by Rashidan Bibi among others paved the way for women leaders from the state to
enter the Lok Sabha and the state assembly. The prominent among them are Tarkeshwari Sinha, who became the first woman
minister from Bihar to be inducted into the Union cabinet in 1952. Meira Kumar went on to became the first woman Lok
Sabha Speaker while Ram Dulari Sinha and Mridula Sinha became governors. Krishna Shahi, as well as Sumitra Devi (Meira
Kumar’s mother-in-law), Uma Pandey and Prabhavati Gupta, are other prominent names.

Tribal contribution to the freedom struggle
 The Tribal Revolts of Bihar was started as early as the initial decades of the 19th Century. The nature of such revolts was

mostly localised as well as unorganised. Revolts were mainly against the exploitation by Britishers in lieu of the tribal’s land
ownership and also the transfer of land to outsiders. This Post aims to provides you with the complete list of major Tribal
Revolts along with the crucial facts relating to that Revolt.

Some Limitations of Freedom struggle
 Narrow Participation of all classes: Certain classes and groups did not join and, in fact, worked against the revolt. Big

zamindars acted as “break-waters to storm”; even Awadh taluqdars backed off once promises of land restitution were spelt
out. Money-lenders and merchants suffered the wrath of the mutineers badly and anyway saw their class interests better
protected under British patronage. Educated Indians viewed this revolt as backward looking, supportive of the feudal order
and as a reaction of traditional conservative forces to modernity; these people had high hopes that the British would usher
in an era of modernisation.

 No Unified Ideology: The mutineers lacked a clear understanding of colonial rule; nor did they have a forward looking
programme, a coherent ideology, a political perspective or a societal alternative. The rebels represented diverse elements
with differing grievances and concepts of current politics.

 Weak feeling of Nationalism: The lack of unity among Indians was perhaps unavoidable at this stage of Indian history.
Modern nationalism was as yet unknown in India. In fact, the revolt of 1857 played an important role in bringing the Indian
people together and imparting to them the consciousness of belonging to one country.

 Trust Deficit among different stake holders: The moderate leaders had no faith in the mass-movement and they could not
popularise the ideas to the grassroots level. The movement was confined only to the educated class and illiterate Indians,
who formed majority, were not able to participate in it.

Conclusion
 However, Bihar had faced various limitations in the phases of freedom struggle. Bihar contributed very vital role in making

country a fully sovereign. Bihar had played not only in freedom struggle but also in post-independence by prominent
leaders like Dr. Sachidanand Sinha, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Jai Prakash Narayan and manymore.
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  Who is Kunwar Singh?
 A significant leader of the 1857 Indian Rebellion was Kunwar

Singh (1777–26 April 1858).
 He was a member of the illustrious Ujjainiya (Panwar) Rajput

family of Jagdispur, which is now a part of India’s Bhojpur district.
 He commanded a small group of armed warriors in their battle

with the British East India Company at the age of 80.
 He actively led a small group of armed soldiers in combat with the

British East India Company’s commanding officers.
 He was in charge of planning the battle in Bihar against the British.

 He was in charge of planning the battle in Bihar against the British.
He goes by the name Veer Kunwar Singh.

  Early life of Kunwar Singh
 Raja Shahabzada Singh and Rani Panchratan Devi gave birth to

Babu Kunwar Singh in November 1777 at Jagdispur, Shahabad
(now Bhojpur) District, Bihar.

 He is a member of the Ujjain/Ujjaini Rajput community, which is the chief clan of the Parmar Rajputs and is descended
directly from Great Raja Bhoj and Great King Vikramaditya of Ujjain (Madhya Pradesh).

 The Ujjainia Paramar Rajputs (descended from great Raja Bhoja and Vikramaditya Parmar) of Dhar, Malwa (Ujjain) travelled
to the eastern part of India in the early thirteenth century to perform Pind Daan for their ancestors.

 They liked and conquered the fertile Ganges riverbanks in the western part of Bihar (Shahabad district). Due to their origin
in Ujjain, they were referred to as Ujjain/ujjaini (Ujjainia) Rajputs among the local community.

  Role of Kunwar Singh
1. Great Leader

 Veer Kunwar Singh was preparing his entire nation for sacrifice in the face of the impending war with a sense of Rajput
pride.

 The conflict broke out as anticipated, and Babu Veer Kunwar Singh commanded the men from Ara with skill and
efficiency, repeatedly defeating the East India Company soldiers.

 Babu Veer Kunwar Singh earned the hearts of all Bhojpuri-speaking people and rose to become the unifying leader of
5,000 revolutionary troops in the national liberation movement. He was given the title “Tegwa Bahadur” by the people.

2. Kunwar Singh as Social leader
 Kunwar Singh was a social leader who undertook a number of projects to advance Indian society and broke down

societal taboos that were preventing advancement.
 Because he was aware of how British rulers had profited from this racial divide, he made an attempt to bring Hindu and

Muslim soldiers together.
 He advocated for equal rights for women as well as for India’s dalits and other underprivileged people.

3. Kunwar Singh’s role in Fight against British Rule
 Before 1857, Kunwar Singh had long-term plans to topple the British monarchy, and these plans included numerous

Muslims.
 Zulfiqar, Kunwar Singh of Jagdishpur’s advisor and right-hand man, helped him in this scheme.

 In a letter to Zulfiqar from August 1856, he discussed a strategy for marching toward Meerut. These letters make clear
that the army had to be split in two, with Kunwar Singh leading one and Zulfiqar leading the other.

 The final week of July 1857 saw the beginning of the combat in Arrah.
4. Kunwar Singh Offers His Left Hand To River Ganga

 On July 29, 1857, Captain Charles Dunbar departed from the Danapur Cantonment for Ara in order to save the lives of
the British soldiers encircled in Ara House. He was accompanied by a group of 500 European white soldiers and Sikhs.

 The night before arriving in Ara, his army bravely engaged Babu Kunwar Singh’s forces; nonetheless, 50 out of 500
soldiers sustained injuries, and only three officers made it to Danapur. Captain Dunbar and every other soldier were
also dead.
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 The entire Shahabad region gained independence after the Captain’s death. However, this triumph was short-lived since on
August 3, 1857, Major Vincent Eyre took back the town of Ara.

 Kunwar Singh’s wrist was struck by a bullet during the struggle. He sacrificed his left arm to “Maa Ganga,” cutting it off.
5. Kunwar Singh as Environmentalist
 Kunwar Singh was a dedicated environmentalist too.

 He beautified his province, which included intensive afforestation, much to the delight of his fellow compatriots and
nationalists.

 He developed the jungle of Jagdishpur with so much care.
6. Role of Kunwar Singh In Sepoy Mutiny of 1857
 One of the most significant freedom fighters during the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857 was Kunwar Singh. Kunwar Singh was born

in Jagdishpur, Shahabad, Bihar, which is currently in the district of Bhojpur.
 It was meant to die a hero in the Great Rising of 1857, and it was around 1777 AD. Babu Kunwar Singh was about eighty

years old when the people of all of India rose up in 1857 in opposition to British rule. He had already passed his prime-age
years. He battled the British East India Company at that time.

 When the call to battle came, Kunwar Singh jumped into the fray despite his advanced age and deteriorating health. For
nearly a year, he fought the British forces with grim resolve and unflinching heroism.

 Kunwar Singh led the resistance to the British in Bihar. On July 5, at Danapur, the men who had rebelled were now under his
authority.

 He took over the district’s administrative centre in Arrah two days later. On August 3, Major Vincent Eyre relieved the town,
routed Kunwar Singh’s army, and obliterated Jagdishpur. In December 1857, Kunwar Singh left his home village and
travelled to Lucknow.

 He took control of Azamgarh in March 1858. But he soon had to leave the area. Brigadier Douglas was after him, so he fled
for his Bihar home.

 Kunwar Singh was a key player in the First War of Independence, a magnificent period in Indian history.

 The Bihar-based Indian Rebellion of 1857 was led by Singh. When he was asked to take up arms, he was about 80 years old
and in poor condition.

 Both Babu Amar Singh, his brother, and Hare Krishna Singh, his commander in chief, gave him assistance. Some contend
that the latter was Kunwar Singh’s true secret to his initial military victory.

 He put up a valiant effort, tormented British forces for almost a year, and remained unbeatable right up until the last end. He
had mastered the techniques of guerilla warfare. The British were perplexed by his tactics.

7. Kunwar Singh’s Muslim allies
 Ali Karim, a significant 1857 figure from Patna, visited Kunwar Singh a week before to plan the mutiny at Danapur cantonment

on July 25, according to British intelligence.
 After the battle broke out, Ali Karim and Mushruf Khan commanded their respective forces that battled alongside Kunwar

Singh’s army. Arrah was liberated quickly thanks to the popular support and nationalist sentiment.
 Shaikh Ghulam Yahea was appointed as the magistrate by Kunwar Singh’s civil administration.

 The sons of Dewan Shaikh Afzal, Turab Ali and Khadim Ali, were appointed Kotwals (Police officials in charge of a city), and
Shaikh Muhammad Azimuddin, a resident of Milky Tola in Arrah, was named Jamadar (treasurer) of the eastern thana.

8. Mass mobilisation
 Kunwar Sign focused on Peasants’

mobilisation against police repression
and landlords’ attacks. It is one of the
most important features of the peasant
movement in Bihar.

 Certain people were connected to
through underground networks, and
they progressively changed from
being our sympathisers to being
active members.

 The goals and objectives of our
campaign were explained, along with
its targets, friends, and our attitude
toward different castes, through
leaflets and propaganda teams.
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 Our armed unit would occasionally make a startling appearance in front of some people during its night-marches. These
incidents sparked swift propaganda and greatly assisted in dispelling the populace’s unfounded suspicions of us.

 Various actions conducted by the Kisan Sabha, such as significant gatherings of people and rallies where its leaders spoke.
Theft has been completely eliminated, and all disputes among the populace have been resolved amicably through panchayats.

9. Good strategic commander - alliance with other states or ruler
 During the 1857 Indian Rebellion, Kunwar Singh was a prominent leader. At the age of 80, he led a small group of armed

warriors in battle against the British East India Company’s army. He was in charge of planning the battle in Bihar against the
British. He engaged in “gorilla warfare.”

 Due to his combat prowess at this young age, Kunwar was known as “The renegade of Arrah.”
10. Specific policies for specific castes
 Bhumihar landlords’ gohar against harijans was a typical occurrence in Bhojpur’s Sahar block till 1979. However, these

phenomena has now died down, and the movement currently indirectly or directly affects close to 35% of the Bhumihar
population.

 In reality, certain well-informed and powerful Bhumihars are constantly on the lookout to prevent any caste strife from
developing.

11. Other Qualities of Kunwar Singh
 Kunwar Singh’s father, who used to be at odds with the East India

Company, had passed down to him the impulsive nature and unbridled
courage.

 Due to his father’s protracted absence from Jagdishpur, Kunwar
Singh’s early education had suffered.

 He had a strong spiritual bent and was very daring. In the midst of
Jitaura’s woodlands, he had constructed a stunning cottage that
showcased his aptitude for architecture.

   Last Battle of Kunwar Singh
 In his final combat, which took place on April 23, 1858, close to

Jagdispur, the East India Company’s troops were entirely annihilated.
 Despite suffering injuries on April 22 and 23, he valiantly engaged

the British Soldiers, drove them away with the aid of his army, took
down the Union Jack from Jagdishpur Fort, and raised his flag.

 On 23 April 1858, he went back to his palace, and on 26 April 1858, he passed away.
  Honouring Kunwar Singh
 Veer Kunwar Singh University, Arrah was founded in 1992 by the Government of Bihar in remembrance of him and in

recognition of his commitment to the liberation movement in India.
 On April 23, 1966, the Republic of India released a commemorative stamp in recognition of his involvement in the Indian

independence movement.
 The ICSE board’s Hindi textbook (Ekanki Suman) contains a drama on Veer Kunwar Singh’s later years, beginning when he

was injured while crossing the Ganges and ending with his death as a result.
 The Arrah-Chhapra Bridge, popularly known as the Veer Kunwar Singh Setu, was opened in 2017 to connect north and

south Bihar.
 The Bihar government moved a statue of Kunwar Singh to Hardinge Park in 2018 to commemorate the 160th anniversary of

his passing. Additionally, the park was given the new name “Veer Kunwar Singh Azadi Park.”
  Contribution to the social cause to strengthen the societal roots
 In addition to being a superb general, Kunwar Singh was also a social leader. He took various steps to improve Indian

society during his battle and confronted social taboos that were preventing advancement.
 Because he was aware of how British rulers had profited from this racial divide, he made an attempt to bring Hindu and

Muslim soldiers together.
 He advocated for equal rights for women as well as for India’s dalits and other underprivileged people.
  Impact it created in freedom struggle
 In order to eliminate British control in India, a number of significant historical occurrences made up the Indian independence

movement. From 1857 to 1947, it existed. Despite being a century old, Kunwar Singh was a crucial part in the 1857 freedom
struggle.

 At the age of 80, Kunwar Singh led a small group of armed soldiers in an attack on the British East India Company’s troops.
He was in charge of planning the battle in Bihar against the British. He goes by the name Veer Kunwar Singh.
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 The British persisted in their fight to retake power and didn’t give up. Major Vincent Eyre led the British troops as they
overran Jagdishpur and decimated it.

 Kunwar Singh promptly left Bihar and marched to Lucknow since the defeat didn’t stop him from achieving his aim of a
British-free India. Numerous revolutionaries were motivated by him to pick up guns and confront British soldiers in the
areas close to Lucknow.

 To capture Azamgarh, his soldiers routed Brigadier Douglas’ army.
  Critics in his Approach
 Feudal and elitist character: Some historians like Judith Brown, Erick stroke have viewed the revolt having feudal and elitist

character because of the leadership provided by feudal lord. They have named Kunwar Singh also as an example for such
feudal lords.

 Vested Interest: It has been pointed that Kunwar Singh was deprived of his estates by British and he was partly motivated
by his personal interest.

 Untrained Manpower: His actual own force was small. He had with him about twelve hundred Sipahis, trained in the Indian
army, and a few hundreds of untrained adherents, dependents of himself, his brother, and other discontented landowners
of the province. With such a force he could not hope to make a serious impression.

 Lack of non-violence: Violent nature of his role had its own limitations. Like other leaders of that time, he too was unaware
about the idea of non-violence.

 Backward Looking: Overall the movement was backward looking and traditional in outlook. His resistance represented no
societal alternative.

Conclusion
 Even though he amputated his own hand, Babu Kunwar Singh was a crucial player in the 1857 liberation struggle, battling

the British army wherever he could. Veer Kunwar Singh’s life story is one of tremendous sacrifice and wonder. At the
challenging age of 80, the military leader born in 1777 led a rebellion against the British army in the great mutiny of 1857.
Kunwar Singh will be honoured at Ara, Bhojpur, with a statue, Indian Home Minister Amit Shah stated in April 2022. The
public waved a record-breaking 78,000 national flags in response to this statement.
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G20 in News
 Recently, the  G20 summit 2022held in Bali, under

presidency of Indonesia Climate change, the CoVid
pandemic, a historic tax agreement, and the state of the
world economy were all on the agenda at the summit.

 The G20 Rome Leaders’ Declaration was approved at the
summit’s conclusion. From December 1, 2022, until
Novembe 30, 2023, India will hold the G20 presidency for
the first time, which will culminate with the G20 Summit
in India in 2023.

Achievements of G20 Groupings
 Increased involvement of emerging nations in global

issues is one of the G20’s primary accomplishments.
 International financial institution reform,
 the oversight of domestic financial institutions,
 the strengthening of rules in the economies whose

issues caused the economic crisis and the
development of safety nets to stop problems from occurring again.

 Several instances of the G20’s essential role are as follows:
 swift emergency financing distribution during the global financial crisis of 2008,
 its contribution to the approval of the Trade Facilitation Agreement,
 G20-driven changes to the international tax system
 The range of subjects being discussed has recently been widened to include climate change, agriculture,

health, education, and water, among other things.
Common Concerns:

 It is necessary to redefine “shared concerns” in other sectors with a global influence in order to extend the
presumption of equality that we are all in the same boat, which has been acknowledged in the case of climate
change.

 The BRICS offer a reasonable model for governing institutions for the twenty-first century, when the agenda will
not be set by a small collection of states dominated by one power.

 No longer the source of issues requiring external remedies, emerging economies are now seen as sources of
answers to common issues.

India and G-20

 India has worked to keep the need for appropriate financial flow to emerging economies to meet their developmental
demands at the forefront of the attention of the international community.

 India has backed the Seoul Development Consensus and the related Multi-Year Action Plans and applauded the
inclusion of development as a G20 process agenda item at the Seoul Summit.

 In order to advance the Doha agenda, enhance international financial regulatory systems, reform Bretton Woods
institutions, and develop a framework for robust, sustainable, and balanced growth, India has strived to keep the
G20 discussions lively and credible.

 India attempted to refocus the resources of the group on growth, jobs, fiscal consolidation, rebalancing demand
from the public to the private sector, and concerns emerging from internal imbalances within the Eurozone as co-
chair of the Framework Working Group on Strong, Sustainable and Balanced Growth.

 India continues to be dedicated to the G20 process in order to establish a strong, inclusive, and representative
global financial and economic system.

 The awareness that India, a significant developing country, has a crucial stake in the stability of the global
economic and financial system is what led to its involvement in the G20 process.

 Since the beginning of the G20 preparations, India has taken a significant part in both the Sherpas Track and the
Financial Track. All seven G20 summits were attended by the prime minister.
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 India’s strategy at the G20 Summits is driven by the need to improve financial system inclusion, prevent inclinations
toward protectionism, and, most importantly, make sure that the growth prospects of developing nations are not
harmed.

Significance of G20
 The G20 has promoted increased capital

mobilisation for green energy and strategies for
decarbonization without compromising goals for
energy access through its workstreams, such as
the Sustainable Finance Working Group (SFWG)
and Energy Transition Working Group (ETWG),
and engagement groups, such as the Think 20
(T20).

 Around 80% of the world’s economic output,
almost 75% of its exports, and about 60% of its
population are accounted for by the G20 countries.

 As emerging markets account for a comparatively
larger portion of the global economy, these numbers
have stayed relatively consistent while the corresponding rates for the Collection of Seven (G7) nations, a smaller
group of advanced democracies, have decreased.

 The G20 has made energy and climate change a priority. The Paris Agreement’s ratification and the timely
submission of nations’ Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs) were both demands made by the
G20 in 2015.

Relevance of G20 in changing times:
 As globalization progresses and various issues become more intricately intertwined, the recent G20 summits

have focused not only on macro-economy and trade, but also on a wide range of global issues which have an
immense impact on the global economy, such as development, climate change and energy, health, counter-
terrorism, as well as migration and refugees.

 The G20 has sought to realize an inclusive and sustainable world through its contributions towards resolving
these global issues.

 the reform of international financial institutions, the monitoring of national financial institutions, The improvement
in the regulations of the economies whose problems led to the crisis and the creation of safety nets to prevent
problems in the future.

 The increased participation of emerging countries in global issues, The G20 also specifically helped to provide
emergency funds during the 2008 crisis and plays an important role in financing for development.

Challenges in India's G20 presidency
 India must have a distinct financial agenda for the world. The nation should also be able to lead the G20 in terms

of intellect, finances, management, and administration.
 India is more globally active geopolitically than it is economically, as evidenced by its narrow focus on World

Bank, IMF, WTO, and foreign investment concerns.
 India can make significant contributions to topics including the revision of international financial regulations,

the development of a new framework for services trade and the digital economy, and the improvement of cross-
border norms for financial flow transparency.

 India needs to solve its organisational problems as well as its managerial, infrastructure, and intellectual gaps.
Is India ready for G20 leadership?
 At some levels, India is ready. Indian business and industry is becoming a noteworthy competitor globally.
 The country’s domestic economy is starting to pick up, thanks to structural economic reforms.
 The central government is economically stronger, and the states are starting to learn about economic independence,

making them more aligned with their global counterparts.
"It is said that “those who hold the pen, write the rules”.

The time has come for India to both hold the pen and write the rules for a more equitable global economics and
governance.
Significance of India’s Leadership
 In order to maintain its impartial posture, India must start peace negotiations between Russia and Ukraine in

order to neutralise the conflict between the two countries.
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 India needs to speak up in favour of a transparent New Economic Order and the creation of a successful and just global
community because irrational trade restrictions between nations when trade freedom exists impede business between
them.

 The world’s agenda is skewed toward investment, yet science and technology are what’s driving economic
diversification, sustainably urbanising the planet, ushering in the hydrogen economy, and developing new crop
varieties as the solution to both human well-being and climate change.

 In order to fully realise the promise of the digital information technology revolution, digital access must be
redefined as a “universal service” that extends beyond physical connectivity to share available options.

Criticism of G20
 The G20 has merely meandered around important challenges to the world economy, doing precious little about it.

Consequently, in the past few years, there has been persistent criticism of the G20. Many regard it as one more
place to talk shop and photo-op.

 The G20 summit faces the risk of being reduced to a G2 event. Bilateral meetings are more prominent.
 The international media, at any rate, seems to have very little interest in the summit’s official agenda – future of

work, infrastructure for development and sustainable food future – and remain focused largely on the bilateral
talks like USA-China in the garb of trade wars.

 The irony is that the single most important challenge to global economic stability today is being posed in an area
that the G20 refused to include in its initial agenda at the time of its formation in 2008-09, namely, international
trade.

 While the director-general of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) is an invitee to the G20, multilateral trade was
consciously kept outside the G20’s ambit so that the G7 could continue to manipulate the WTO agenda.

 Yet, when faced with the current challenge to global growth from the unilateral trade policy actions of the US, the
G20 will together talk only about long-term issues like the future of work, infrastructure and food, while immediate
trade-related issues arising from US unilateralism will only be discussed in bilateral on the sidelines

Way Forward
 The G20 must have goals, mission, and vision statements as well as a permanent secretariat and staff to manage

commitments and maintain the agenda. The G20 can concentrate on local pledges and begin implementing them
rather than on international commitments.

 The Vienna Declaration on Human Rights from 1993, which reaffirmed the indivisibility of all human rights,
should serve as the foundation for further development. International cooperation should be based on ensuring
that everyone has access to enough job, food, shelter, education, health care, and water.

 In order to address issues with natural resource management, including those related to climate change-related
natural disasters, fostering agricultural innovation, and urban and infrastructure planning, it is necessary to
concentrate on the space sector.

 A priority should be given to public health, particularly in light of COVID-19’s devastating effects. Antimicrobial
resistance, which is spreading rapidly and requires novel drugs and cooperation amongst existing biotechnology
institutions, is also a significant global concern.
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Recently India hosted the Special ASEAN-India Foreign Ministers’ meeting to mark the 30th anniversary of its dialogue
relations and the 10th anniversary of its Strategic Partnership with ASEAN. Addressing this meeting External Affairs
Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar emphasised that the 10-nation grouping’s role is more important today given the geopolitical
challenges and uncertainties faced by the world.

India and ASEAN Relation
 Trade: India’s trade with ASEAN accounts for approximately 10.6% of total Indian trade. India’s fourth largest

trading partner is ASEAN.
 Act East Policy : The relationship between India and ASEAN is a critical pillar of her foreign policy and the

foundation of Act East Policy.
 India and ASEAN have had a dialogue partnership for 25 years, a summit level interaction for 15 years, and a

strategic partnership for 5 years.
 ASEAN India-Business Council (AIBC) was founded in 2003 with the goal of bringing key private sector players

from India and the ASEAN countries together on a single platform.
 People-to-People Connect:  Programs to increase People-to-People Interaction with ASEAN, such as inviting

ASEAN students to India, Special Training Course for ASEAN Diplomats, Parliamentarian Exchange, and so on.
 Funds: The following funds have provided financial assistance to ASEAN countries:

 Fund for ASEAN-India Cooperation
 ASEAN-India Science and Technology Development Fund
 Green Fund for ASEAN-India

 The Delhi Declaration identifies maritime cooperation as a key area of cooperation under the ASEAN-India
strategic partnership.

 ASEAN-India Centre (AIC): To conduct policy research, advocacy, and networking activities with Indian and
ASEAN organisations and think tanks.

 Political Security Cooperation: India prioritizes ASEAN in its Indo-Pacific vision of regional security and growth.
ASEAN role in Indo-Pacific:
 Central to Modi’s speech always is the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) unity, which he says

was essential for a stable future for the region and that
ASEAN lies at the heart of the new Indo-Pacific.

 India’s stress on the centrality and unity of ASEAN for
securing the region and maintaining a rules-based order
is important.

 A united ASEAN backed by major powers will be able to
counter an expansionist China. Which is looking to
expand its footprint in the Indian Ocean, will be forced
to focus more on South China Sea.

 This can be offset if countries like India, the US and Japan
work together to build infrastructure and provide
development assistance to these countries to prevent
them from falling under Chinese influence.

ASEAN IS IMPORTANT FOR INDIA
 India and ASEAN share a desire to see the region remain

peaceful and stable. They signed a Joint Declaration on
Defense Cooperation, which will serve as a guide for their future strategic partnership. In this regard, India has
been a valuable ASEAN partner.

 ASEAN and India are also significant players in the global effort to combat climate change. ASEAN and India
work together to combat marine pollution and conduct EEO (Environmental Emergency Operations) in which
both parties can share expertise.

 ASEAN has greater influence on Asia-Pacific trade, political, and security issues than its individual members could achieve.
 Finally, the two parties can work together to develop renewable energy sources such as solar and wind power. It

has the potential to help reduce carbon emissions and their reliance on fossil fuels.



22

Why India is important for ASEAN?
 In its Indo-Pacific vision of regional security and growth for all, India prioritises ASEAN. The ASEAN Regional

Venue serves as the main forum for ASEAN security dialogue (ARF).
 India’s economic and investment relationship with ASEAN has been steadily improving. India’s trade with

ASEAN is worth US$ 81.33 billion, or roughly 10.6% of total trade.
 To promote people-to-people interaction with ASEAN, a number of programmes have been held, including inviting

ASEAN students to India each year for the Students Exchange Program, a Special Training Course for ASEAN
diplomats, Parliamentarian Exchanges, ASEAN students participating in the National Children’s Science
Congress, the ASEAN-India Network of Think Tanks, and the ASEAN-India Eminent Persons Program.

Recent Developments
 India hosted the 24th ASEAN-India Senior Officials Meeting (SOM).
 The 30th anniversary of India-ASEAN dialogue relations was celebrated
 The two sides finalised the India-ASEAN Digital Work Plan 2022 during the 2nd ASEAN Digital Ministers’

(ADGMIN) Meeting with India.
Enhancing India-ASEAN relation further
 The loss of US market by the ASEAN nations can be compensated with the domestic demand in India which has

been increasing with the rise of middle class in the country.
 In terms of security challenges, both ASEAN and India are faced with grave vulnerabilities with regard to terrorism

and it is in their common interest to work together to build peace and security in the region.
 With the withdrawal of US troops from strategic locations in the region, ASEAN countries justifiably perceive

India, with the largest Naval forces in the Indian Ocean and nuclear capabilities, a strategic partner to balance
China’s growing power in the region.

 While East Asia is on the verge of entering a phase of lower share of working age population India is entering a
phase with a higher share of working age population which can prove to be a human resource base for East Asia.

 Along with East Asian specialization in manufactures, India’s strength in services could result in a formidable
strategic combination which may be mutually beneficial for both the sides.

 India has welcomed the Indo-Pacific document by ASEAN and is pushing for early conclusion of code of conduct
on South China Sea by ASEAN and China.

ASEAN can contribute in India’s North-East Development
 Improved connectivity: Connectivity through road, rail, sea and air is expected to improve with boosted trade

and investment relations. India-Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway andKaladan Multi-Modal Projects are
two cases in point.

 Trade and investment: Improved connectivity could help push the trade beyond the coveted $100 billion target
with cut down on the cost of movement of goods and services.

 Local economic development: North-East India acts as a linchpin for India’s Act East Policy which focuses
especially on the economic integration of India, ASEAN and other East Asian Nations. This would lead to the
development of industrial corridors, setting up of Haats, local industries etc.

 Self-reliance: Cheap transit along with economic development could play a key role in making North-East India
self-reliant and even exporter in itself rather than depending upon cheap Chinese goods.

 Collaboration with Myanmar in dealing with the extremist insurgency in the states of Manipur and Nagaland
which is essential for initiating developmental works in the region.

Challenges in the Relation
 ASEAN has been divided on major human rights issues. For example, Myanmar’s crackdown on Rohingyas.
 Inability to reach an agreement with China, particularly in response to its extensive maritime claims in the South

China Sea.
 Regional disparities in the economic and social well-being of its individual markets
 Members’ political systems are a mix of democracies, communists, and authoritarian regimes.
 The gap between rich and poor ASEAN member states remains wide, and their track record on income inequality is

mixed.
Way forward

 ASEAN brings together countries with vastly different economies and political systems. Given its members’
diversity.

 ASEAN is divided on how to address a number of issues, including China’s claims in the South China Sea,
human rights violations such as ethnic cleansing of Myanmar’s Rohingya minority, and political persecution in
member states such as Cambodia. As a result, ASEAN is very interested in India’s development as a sovereign
nation and a political identity with the potential to be well recognised.
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Why in News?
 In recent weeks, India and Vietnam had their ninth session of strategic conversation and their twelfth round of

political meetings in Hanoi.
 The “Joint Vision for Peace, Prosperity and People” was signed by the respective prime ministers of the two

countries in December 2020, and the two sides discussed the advancements made in their bilateral relations since
then.

 The two foreign ministers’ agreement on a plan of action for 2021–2023 was a topic of debate as well.
Historical Background

Since the founding fathers of the two nations, President Ho Chi Minh, President Rajendra Prasad, and Prime
Minister Nehru, the relationship between India and Vietnam has been particularly warm and amicable. The historically
rooted struggle for independence from foreign domination and the national struggle for independence are the causes of
the traditionally close and friendly relations.

Significance of India-Vietnam Relations
 Vietnam’s expanding involvement with the region and with India, paired with India’s push under the “Look

East” strategy, has yielded great rewards.
 Vietnam is a crucial South East Asian regional ally. Along with the UN and WTO, India and Vietnam work

closely together in a number of regional fora, including ASEAN, the East Asia Summit, the Mekong Ganga
Cooperation, and the Asia Europe Meeting (ASEM).

 From the time of the Champa Kingdom to the colonial, post-colonial, Cold War, and post-Cold War eras, including
the relatively modern Act East policy, India has continuously supported Vietnam.

 Throughout the 20th century, India was crucial to the peace process in Vietnam. It backed Vietnam’s independence
from France, opposed American engagement in the conflict, and backed Vietnam’s unification.

 India was one of the few nations to maintain diplomatic relations at the level of both North and South Vietnam.
Former Vietnamese President Ho Chi Minh even continued to say that India and Vietnam’s relations were thriving
under a “cloudless sky.”

Growing India-Vietnam economic relations
 One of India’s most important bilateral relationships in South-East Asia is with Vietnam. From a Strategic

Partnership in 2007to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in 2016, India and Vietnam have improved their
relationship.

 This demonstrated the willingness of two nations to put
greater effort into strengthening their bilateral ties in
a variety of areas.

 This was the first high-level meeting to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of diplomatic ties between the two
nations and to lay out a strategy for future cooperation
between their respective citizen representatives.

 Both nations place a strong focus on the necessity of
fostering trade, investment, and hi-tech collaboration
for economic development, raising the degree of their
economic ties to an advantageous level for both parties.

Areas of Cooperation
 Defence Line of Credit: The two ministers came to an

agreement to complete the USD 500 million Defence Line
of Credit provided to Vietnam, with the completion of
the projects under it significantly enhancing Vietnam’s
defence capabilities and advancing the government’s
objective of “Make in India, Make for the World.”

 Defence Cooperation: The second pillar of this bilateral relationship is defence cooperation. In 2000, India and
Vietnam formally agreed to a Defence Protocol that covered the sale of military helicopters, the provision of tools
for Vietnamese aircraft maintenance, and military personnel training programmes. Since then, cooperation in
several areas has been standard.
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 Trade and Economy: India has made an effort to strengthen economic connections with Vietnam in addition to
defence and strategic alliances. Vietnam is incredibly important to India’s eastward outreach as a result of Modi’s
policy navigation from “Look East” to “Act East,” which essentially aims to strengthen ties with the extended
neighbourhood of the Asia Pacific region.

 Cooperation at Multiple Fora: In 2021, India and Vietnam will both be non-permanent members of the UN
Security Council. In a number of regional fora, like the East Asia Summit, Mekong Ganga Cooperation, and the
Asia Europe Meeting(ASM), India and Vietnam work closely together.

 Cybersecurity: The two nations also increased their cooperation in fields like cybersecurity and space exploration.
In order to provide various IT solutions and services in the fields of banking, telecom, cybersecurity, etc., many
Indian companies have established a foothold in Vietnam.

 Science and Technology: An significant area of bilateral collaboration is in the field of science and technology.
The Memoranda of Understanding and Agreements on Exploration and Uses of Outer Space for Peaceful Purposes,
IT Cooperation, Cybersecurity, and the Framework Agreement on Uses of Atomic Energy alongwith renewable
energy.

 Tourism Sector: Due to its potential to promote mutual growth, the tourism sector has been a significant topic of
discussion at the India-ASEAN summit. Both nations have recently become popular tourist destinations worldwide.

 Indian Community: Indians who live in Vietnam formed the Indian Business Chamber (INCHAM) to foster trade
and business relationships. Indians live in a thriving, law-abiding, educated, and prosperous community. They
continue to have close family, cultural, and commercial ties to India.

Significance of India for Vietnam
 Vietnam is India’s eighth-largest trading partner, while Vietnam is India’s fifteenth-largest trading partner and

the fourth in Southeast Asia.
 Vietnam is working to diversify its commerce and plans to tap into the expanding market in India.
 Mobile phones and their components, computers, electronic devices and components, chemicals, plastics, rubber,

coffee, pepper, and cashews are the main Vietnamese exports to India.
 Iron and steel goods, textiles, fishery, grain, pharmaceuticals, pharmaceutical raw materials, and auto components

are the key Indian exports to Vietnam.
Significance of Vietnam for India
 India is aware that Vietnam, with its strong political stability and rapid economic growth, has the potential to

become a regional power in South East Asia. Its economic growth rate of 7% annually on average is quite alluring.
Vietnam plays a key role in both the Indo-Pacific strategy and India’s Act East Policy.

 India has aided Vietnam’s socioeconomic development and capacity building beneficially. Within the ASEAN
framework, India has also been helping Vietnam.

 India has been doing Quick Impact Projects (QIPs) for the development of community infrastructure in various
regions of Vietnam under the Mekong Ganga Cooperation (MGC) framework.

 India is aware that Vietnam, with its strong political stability and rapid economic growth, has the potential to
become a regional power in South East Asia.

 Its rise, which is supported by a record trade surplus despite the fall in world commerce, is even more astonishing.
 In order to foster security and growth for everyone in the region, India is following the Act East Policy and trying

to make the Indo-Pacific free and open (SAGAR).
Recent developments in India-Vietnam relations
 India-Vietnam Defence Partnership towards 2030: The Defence Ministers signed the ‘Joint Vision Statement on

India-Vietnam Defence Partnership towards 2030’ to bolster bilateral defense cooperation.
 A USD 500 million Defence Line of Credit has been extended to Vietnam with the implementation of the projects

under it adding substantially to Vietnam’s defense capabilities and furthering the government’s vision of ‘Make
in India, Make for the World.’

 A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Mutual Logistics Support has been signed for enhance further trade
and economic cooperation between two countries.

Challenges in India Vietnam Relations
 India and Vietnam’s bilateral relations compete to gain from one another’s trade and commercial contacts because

of their complementarities.
 Similar exports from Vietnam and India impede the trade’s quick expansion. However, the potential for bilateral

trade is growing as a result of the enormous market expansion in both nations.
 Recently, there have been some discussions on the potential creation of a Free Commerce Area (FTA) in order to

boost bilateral trade and investment.
 The low levels of trade appear to have been greatly influenced by previous autarkic policies, and as both economies

open up, the volume of commerce will rise.
 India and Vietnam need to improve in this area since connectivity may turn the challenges caused by distance

into possibilities.
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 Despite the fact that India and Vietnam have a civil aviation agreement, there isn’t a regular direct flight connecting
the two countries’ capitals. The issue is that this route provides fewer incentives for airlines, who base their
decisions on commercial feasibility.

 Therefore, there is a pressing need for both nations to have this conversation within the larger context of promoting
tourism and fostering greater economic connection.

 A rail and road connection between the two nations would undoubtedly be advantageous. Road connections
make it easier for commercial and cultural ties to grow.

 Furthermore, rather than moving slowly in light of the obstacles facing India, Thailand, and the FTA between
India and ASEAN.

 The Vietnamese are also worried that, given the trade relations between the two nations, India will be able to
dominate the Vietnamese market for several items in the event of an FTA.

 In other words, although if both nations are eager to work toward an FTA to allow for the free movement of
products, services, and investment, they are taking their time and want to carefully weigh the merits and cons.

 Connectivity is a key problem for the steady advancement of bilateral business partnerships.
Conclusion

 India and Vietnam have been able to forge a solid alliance over the past few years by cooperating on regional
security, defence, and commercial issues. It is possible that they will continue to converge, which will make their
bond stronger.

 There is still much to be done, like having India invest and work toward co-production to help Vietnam grow its
defence industry. Overall, this is a partnership that is ready to blossom in the years to come, driven by political
leaders in the two nations who are committed to giving it a truly strategic orientation.
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India - Africa relation – in brief
 The Indian and African cultures, economy, and politics have all played a role in tying India-Africa relations

throughout the history.
 The Indian Ocean Region (IOR) is a land bridge that connects Africa and India. Africa, the world’s second-largest

continent, is home to 54 countries, all of which India gets along with well.
 A historical solidarity is today a modern partnership. Critical to its foreign policy matrix, India’s engagement

with the African continent has been multifaceted, with projects implemented under Indian lines of credit, capacity-
building initiatives, and cooperation in a range of sectors.

 With 65% of the world’s uncultivated arable land, employing over 60% of the workforce, and accounting for
almost 20% of Sub-Saharan Africa’s GDP, agriculture is critical to Africa’s economy.

 As this relationship enters the post-pandemic world, it is vital to prioritise and channel resources into augmenting
partnership in agriculture.

 This is crucial given its unexplored potential, centrality to global food security, business prospects and to provide
credible alternatives to the increasing involvement of Chinese stakeholders in the sector.

 Why Africa is important for India
 Diplomatic: The presence of the Indian Diaspora in nations like Mauritius promotes international trust and the

successful execution of cooperative projects.
 Trade: The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) offers the largest free trade which can support bilateral

trade and investment between India and Africa.
  The trade of services with Africa presents prospects in the areas of information technology (IT), mobile

payment methods, banking, and pharmaceuticals, among others.
 Natural Resources: The continent is enriched

in mines and minerals such as diamonds, gold,
platinum, and a variety of other forestry
products abound in the continent, which is
vital to the rest of the globe.

 Human Resources: The continent is endowed
with people who can toil under the scorching
sun. This continent has long attracted
conquerors due to its natural and human
riches.

 Strategic location for Maritime Security: The
continent is strategically located between the
Indian Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean. Which
further enhance maritime security and
countering china.

 Economic Growth: In 2022, the continent’s
economic growth is expected to be 3.2 percent.
According to the World Bank, it also has six of
the world’s fastest-growing economies.

 Investment Opportunities – several African countries have been providing incentives to attract foreign investors
and partners in growth thus providing an opportunity for India.

 Energy Security – India is seeking diversification of its oil supplies away from the Middle East and Africa can
play an important role in India’s energy matrix.

 Why Africa needs India?
 In addition to the above, there is the ever-growing trade and investment relationship that India shares with the

region.
 Many African nations have benefited from India’s Duty Free Tariff Preference (DFTP) scheme which provides

duty-free access to 98.2 per cent of India’s total tariff lines.
 Besides, multiple successful digital tech-driven companies have managed to gain a strong foothold in the region

as well.
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 Recently, after the Nigerian government banned Twitter, an Indian micro blogging network start-up – Koo – managed
to gain significant following and an active user base in that nation.

 With Africa’s Agenda 2063, India’s alignment is strongly focused on developmental goals and setting the growth
agenda for the next five decades of the century. Essentially, India’s focus has been on human resource development,
education, healthcare and information technology.

Areas of Cooperation between two developing nation
 Economic relations – India is the 5th largest investor in the African continent
 Trade between India and Africa has increased more than eight-fold from $7.2 billion in 2001 to $63 billion in 2017-18.
 Indian businesses are active across geographic spaces and sectors in Africa like agri-business, engineering,

construction, film distribution, cement, plastics, and ceramics manufacturing, etc.
 People to people contact – large numbers of African entrepreneurs, medical tourists, trainees, and students have

started coming to India and Indian experts and entrepreneurs are moving to Africa.
 Peace keeping operation – India is the largest contributor to UN-mandated peacekeeping and other operations in

Africa.
 More than 30,000 personnel are involved in 17 of 22 total missions in the region since 1960.
 Medical Field – Indian-manufactured drugs has also been essential in the fight against the HIV and AIDS pandemic

in Africa.
 Covid-19 Response – India has used its economic capacity, medical equipment, and medicine, to assist African

countries.
 Asia-Africa Growth Corridor – an economic cooperation agreement between India and Japan that envisages

closer engagement between Asia and Africa for “sustainable and innovative development”
Development Initiatives taken by India in Africa
 Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) – aims at capacity building, skill development, transfer of

technology.
 Pan-African e-network – a joint effort of India and African Union with an aim to provide satellite connectivity,

tele-education, and tele-medicine services to the African countries.
 Cooperation with African Development Bank (AfDB), and $10 billion line of credit to help financing the projects

in African countries.
 Supporting Indian Trade and Investment for Africa (SITA) – an International Trade centre supported project

which aims at increasing value of business transactions between India and selected East African countries to
create jobs.

 Techno-Economic Approach for Africa–India Movement (TEAM-9) – aimed at engaging the underdeveloped,
yet resource-wealthy countries of West Africa, which required both low-cost technology and investment to develop
their infrastructure.

 Training institutes: India has set up over 100 training institutes in different African countries, encompassing
areas ranging from agriculture, rural development, and food processing to information technology, vocational
training, and entrepreneurship development.

 India Africa Forum Summit – official platform for the African Indian relations Held once in every three years,
beginning from 2008.

 Sub-national level diplomacy – Kerala government is trying to meet its raw cashew nuts requirement with imports
from Africa to complement its production capacity.

India Africa Conclave 2022
 The CII-EXIM Bank Conclave on India-Africa Growth Partnership was launched in 2005.
 The Ministry of External Affairs and the Ministry of Commerce & Industry assisted in the 2005 opening of the

CII-Exim Bank event.
 It was launched with the Ministry of External Affairs and the Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Government of

India.
 Aim: to support India’s Industry to encourage the development of private investment from India in African

countries.
 Focus areas of Conclave: infrastructure development and trade finance, education and training, agriculture and

food processing, consultancy services, and healthcare etc.India Africa Forum Summit
 The India–Africa Forum Summit (IAFS) is the official platform for the African-Indian relations.
 It is held once in every three years beginning from 2008\
 India by consistently holding India- Africa Forum Summit (IAFS) in places like New Delhi (2008), Addis Ababa

(2011) and New Delhi (2015) has already forged ties with the 54 African states through the African Union (AU).
Challenges in India-Africa relationship
 Growing Power of China: Since the conclusion of the Cold War, China has become more present in Africa and has

increased its influence there through giving subsidised loans to African nations. Foreign investors are reluctant
to enter the region because of racial and religious tensions as well as governance problems in some nations.
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 India’s negligible: India’s significant presence in Africa has remained negligible due to its Cold War-era focus on
its own perimeter, which constrained its capabilities.  With enterprises and government agencies operating in
separate silos, India lacks a coordinated Africa policy and it doesn’t appear that there is a way to combine the
advantages of the two parties.

 Africa is not India’s main priority: Given India’s rising economic and security cooperation with the US, the EU,
and its Asian neighbours, Africa is now a focus of India’s foreign policy, although it is not the main one.

 Competing powers in Africa :Developed nations and other growing powers like China, Brazil, and Russia have
also participated in a variety of activities across the continent, making India not the only foreign power engaging
the continent. How the BRICS nations, which interact with African nations at varying degrees, will come to a
consensus on how to work with Africa is still an issue.

Steps can be taken to enhance India-Africa Relationship
 Clear strategy for African development: India should prepare a focused Africa strategy for the next decade and

identify a few areas for closer cooperation. Targeting a few important areas like food and health security, climate
change adaptation and gender equality will help improve development outcomes and make India’s development
cooperation programme more effective.

 Continue the current focus on capacity building: A simple focus on building physical infrastructure and economic
growth will not contribute to a stable and prosperous Africa. Investment in human capital is the key to development
in Africa. The current focus on capacity building is in line with Africa’s needs given the continent’s huge youth
population that need skills and jobs.

 Harness Indian civil society organizations, NGOs, and Indian diaspora: The Government should explore greater
collaboration with them to implement development projects in Africa at low costs. Some Indian organizations like
Pratham and Barefoot College are already playing an important role in Africa.

 Timely completion of projects: Efforts must be made to expedite the LoC projects. Lessons should be drawn from
other countries that have a much better record in implementation.

 Address concerns about academic experience in India: India must make large-scale investments in domestic
higher education sector to project itself as an education hub for neighbouring countries and Africa.

 Improve the experiences of Africans in India: Indian government should ensure that Africans studying or
working in India are safe and enjoy their stay in the country. Efforts should also be made to educate Indians about
Africa so that people-to-people connections between India and Africa flourish.

Conclusion
 The future development partnership should be guided keeping in mind Africa’s priorities. It should be on terms

that are comfortable for Africa, liberate its potential and not constrain its future. India should cooperate with the
African nations as per the Gujral Doctrine of Generosity rather than Reciprocity.
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The Sri Lankan government declared officially that the country was experiencing the worst economic crisis in its
73-year history.  The island nation’s economic woes have worsened as a result of a severe shortage of foreign currency and
the inability to pay for essential imports such as fuel. the situation in Sri Lanka is concerning, with political uncertainty
fueling violence among the general public. India, Sri Lanka’s only immediate neighbor, is walking a tightrope as it comes
to grips with the challenges and opportunities introduced by the Sri Lankan crisis.

Economic Crisis:
 Sri Lanka is under the grip of an unprecedented economic turmoil, the worst in seven decades. 
 The country is crippled by an acute shortage of foreign exchange that has left it struggling to pay for essential

imports of fuel, and other essentials such as food, and medicines.
Humanitarian Crisis:
 Tropical Sri Lanka normally is not lacking for food, but people are going hungry. 
 The U.N. World Food Program says nearly nine of 10 families are skipping meals or otherwise skimping to

stretch out their food, while 3 million are receiving emergency humanitarian aid.
 Doctors have resorted to social media to try to get critical supplies of equipment and medicine.
 Growing numbers of Sri Lankans are seeking passports to go overseas in search of work. 
 Government workers have been given an extra day off for three months to allow them time to grow their own

food.
Political Crisis:
 There has been persistent anti-government protests since three months over the government’s failure to arrest or

address the long-simmering economic crisis.
 The escalation of citizens’ anger pushed the top two leaders (the President and the Prime Minister) to agree to

step down.
 Speaker Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena made Acting President as per the Constitution.
 Parliament will be convened to elect a President from among its members, to pave way for an interim, all-party

government. 
Causes of Sri lankan Crisis
 Debt Trap Diplomacy: It is claimed that Sri Lanka was caught in a vicious web of money lending by China for

infrastructure projects (Hambantota Port) and were unable to pay them back.
 Russia-Ukraine war-induced inflation : The ongoing Russia-Ukraine war resulted in steep price inflation of

crude oil, sunflower oil and wheat. Crude oil prices hit a record high in 14 years with prices soaring over $125/
barrel at the height of the crisis. India had to step in by supplying 40,000 MT of diesel under a promised $500
million line of credit. India has so far supplied over 2,00,000 MT of fuel in the last 50 days.

 Fall in tourism: The rise of the Covid-19 pandemic and Easter bomb blast 2019 led to a fall in tourism revenues,
as loss of visitors from three key countries- India, Russia and UK. Tourism earnings fell from $4.4 billion in 2018
to $506.9 million in 2021. Tourism is Sri Lanka’s third largest foreign exchange earner.

 Agriculture crisis: In 2020, due to ban on chemical fertilizers and switching overnight to make agriculture 100%
organic had a negative impact on the economy, especially in rice and sugar production.

 Shortage of forex reserves: As a result, forex reserves have dropped from over $7.5 billion in 2019 to around $2.8
billion in July this year.

 Rise in price of food items: It has to be noted that the country depends heavily on imports to meet even its basic
food supplies. So the price of food items has risen in tandem with the depreciating rupee. The government’s ban
on the use of chemical fertilizers in farming has further aggravated the crisis by dampening agricultural production.

 Coronavirus Third Wave: -The third wave of the pandemic is more devastating, with a country-wide lockdown
clamped  since August 20 to stop the spread. That has now been extended to September 18, according to reports
from Colombo.

Is China the real culprit behind?
 Many believe Sri Lanka’s economic relations with China are a main driver behind the crisis.  The United States

has called this phenomenon “debt-trap diplomacy”.
 This is where a creditor country or institution extends debt to a borrowing nation to increase the lender’s political

leverage – if the borrower extends itself and cannot pay the money back, they are at the creditor’s mercy.
Repercussions of the crisis
 Sustenance crisis: For Sri Lankans, the crisis has turned their daily lives into an endless cycle of waiting in lines

for basic goods, many of which are being rationed.
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 Energy sources exhausted: Soldiers are stationed at
gas stations to calm customers, who line up for hours in
the searing heat to fill their tanks. Some people have even
died waiting.

 Sacking of the public savings: Even members of the
middle class with savings are frustrated, fearing they
could run out of essentials like medicine or gas.

 Public outrage: Meanwhile, Sri Lanka has imposed
several curbs on social media and news flow, its stock
market and currency is sharply down. Unrest is brewing,
so police action, possibly brutal, looks inevitable.

Implications for India
Our Neighbourhood First policy had led to increased

economic cooperation with Sri Lanka but its economy is in
deep trouble and India’s relations with it have taken a turn for the worse this year.

 Impact on Exports : In 2020, India exported US$ 199 million worth of pharmaceuticals, US$ 157 million worth of
sugar, US$ 108 million worth of coffee, tea and spices and US$ 63 million worth of vegetables. But with the
imposition of curbs on spot trading and foreign contracts, plus a dwindling forex reserves, would have negative
implications for India’s exports to the country.

 Impact on India’s Strategic Interests: Colombo assumes importance for India since almost 70% of all container
cargo for and from India is trans-shipped there, mostly at Chinese-operated terminals. Thus, a long-term economic
crisis in Sri Lanka will threaten India’s strategic interests.

 Indian Ocean Region: Neighbourhood First policy with Sri Lanka is important for India, albeit with due caution,
to preserve its strategic interests in the Indian Ocean region. The Colombo port is crucial for India as it handles
60% of India’s trans-shipment cargo.

 Regional Platforms: Regional platforms like the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation and the Indian Ocean Rim Association could be leveraged to foster cooperation in common areas of
interest like technology-driven agriculture and marine sector development, IT and communication infrastructure,
renewable energy, and transport and connectivity. Both countries could also cooperate on enhancing private
sector investments to create economic resilience.

 Opportunity for China: The growing economic crisis in Sri Lanka offers more opportunities for China to increase
its dominance in the Indian Ocean region. Allowing this to continue will adversely affect India’s strategic interests.
The economic crisis may further push Sri Lanka to align its policies with Beijing’s interests. This comes at a time
when India is already in a difficult situation diplomatically with Afghanistan and Myanmar.

 Problem for exporters: Decreasing forex reserves of Sri Lanka has Indian exporters worried about the possible
payment of dues by Sri Lankan importers.

 Thus, considering the strategic and economic implications for India, it should invariably help Sri Lanka to tide
over the present economic crisis by whatever means necessary.

Role of India in Sri Lanka crisis
 Enhance Production: India can boost the essential medicines production, and later develop Indian pharmaceutical

production facilities in the short-term, while working to build the capacity of Sri Lanka’s own industry.
 Investment: The credit lines and currency swaps will help Sri Lanka address its immediate concerns, and

investments approach will provide a long-term solution.
 Counter China: Any disillusionment in Colombo with Beijing eases India’s effort to keep the Lankan archipelago

outof China’s ‘string of pearls’ game in the Indo-Pacific, as witnessed by cancellation of the Chinese energy
projects in the Jaffna Peninsula.

 Global exports: Amid worsening crisis and decline in production and shipment, can provide opportunities for
Indian exporters to export products such as tea, textile products and increase market share.

 Defence: India is offering a free-Floating Dock Facility and a Dornier Reconnaissance Aircraft to Sri Lanka, along
with a training team. This will further help boost security in the Indian Ocean region.

 Infrastructure: India has an opportunity to have a major role in infrastructure creation in Sri Lanka as highlighted
by renewable energy projects in Mannar and Pooneryn in north, port development etc. Indian businesses can
build supply chains that intertwine the Indian and Sri Lankan economies in goods and services ranging from
tourism to information technology services.

 Resolving past issues: Crisis should be used as an opportunity for New Delhi and Colombo to thrash out a
solution to the Palk Bay fisheries dispute, a longstanding irritant in bilateral ties. India should ensure that the
present crisis is not used to step up smuggling activities and trafficking in both countries.

Measures Taken by Sri Lankan Government
 Import Restrictions: The Sri Lankan government has banned import of luxury vehicles, chemical fertilisers and

food items like turmeric to prevent foreign currency outflows.
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 Restrictions on forward contracts of foreign exchange: In view of the need to avoid excess volatility in the foreign
exchange market, the CBSL has directed the licensed commercial banks to refrain from entering into forward
contracts of foreign exchange for a period of three months.

 Enhancing Remittance Inflow: To enhance remittance inflows to the country, the government has introduced
several policy initiatives like:  proposal to diversify the foreign employment market which is now mostly dependent
on the Middle Eastern countries; establishing a contributory pension scheme for migrant employees.

 Assistance from Bilateral Partners: Government of Sri Lanka is approaching bilateral partners for assistance to
deal with the current economic crisis in the form of loans and currency swap facilities.

 Boosting investors’ confidence: To boost investors’ confidence, the government has made provisions for Special
Deposit Accounts.

 No to International Monetary Fund (IMF) Bailout: Sri Lanka is not keen to approach IMF for bailout, as the IMF
assistance comes with strings attached, which would impose additional burden on the people who are already
facing challenges due to the pandemic and the ongoing economic crisis, according to the government.

Lessons for India to be learnt by this crisis
While the Sri Lankan economic crisis may not directly impact India for now, the crisis itself offers useful political

economy lessons for the Indian government. 
 Populist freebies has a dear cost: A majoritarian government announcing populist measures amidst a low-

growth performance cycle creates macroeconomic crisis scenarios over time. 
 SL had fared better than India: Unlike Sri Lanka, India’s per capita income and performance in social sectors like

healthcare, education and social security is worse.
 Long term inflation is risky: India’s unemployment and joblessness crisis is far worse – in aggregate. Inflation

too has remained high with the RBI struggling to keep consumer prices low.
Way Forward

 Nurturing the Neighborhood First policy with Sri Lanka is important for India, albeit with due caution, to
preserve its strategic interests in the Indian Ocean region. India also must look for ways to boost people-to-people
contacts. In the technology sector, India could create job opportunities by expanding the presence of its information
technology companies in Sri Lanka.

 Regional platforms like the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation
(BIMSTEC) and the Indian Ocean Rim Association could be leveraged to foster cooperation in common areas of
interest.

 History, cultural closeness, and the constraints of geography poise India and Sri Lanka as natural and permanent
partners. They need to explore cooperation in new avenues to further their respective economic and developmental
aspirations jointly.
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The geopolitical fallout following Russia’s aggression against Ukraine has once again underscored that there is no alternative
to a common and collaborative, inclusive security. The double standards in the implementation of human rights and the selective
wars of aggression by the major powers against smaller states have led to a delegitimization of multilateral institutions and an
insecure world for everyone.

Russia and Ukraine:
Ukraine was a part of the USSR and share centuries-old cultural,
linguistic, and family ties with Russia. Among the nations of the
former USSR, Ukraine was the second most powerful nation after
Russia.
 Relations between the two nations have been cordial since

the dissolution of the USSR until recently.
 Tensions between the two nations began in late 2013 over

Ukraine’s historic political and trade deal with the European
Union.

 Since Ukraine seceded from the Soviet Union, both Russia
and the West have been vying for more influence in the
country to keep the balance of power in the region in their
favor.

Russia’s Conditions:
 Russia has called for a ban on further NATO expansion to

include countries like Ukraine and Georgia that border
Russia’s borders.

 Russia asked NATO to scale back its military operations to
1990s levels and to ban the deployment of intermediate-range missiles in border areas.

 In addition, Russia has asked NATO to limit its military cooperation with former Soviet republics, including Ukraine.
Reasons of the Russian-Ukraine War include:
 Economic Factor: Ukraine has a large population, and it has substantial natural minerals and resources which also produce

wheat, and vegetable oil, which are supposed to play an important role. Ukraine’s membership in the Eurasian Economic
Community(EAEC), a free trade agreement that came into being in 2015, but Ukraine refused to join the agreement.

 Geo-Political and Strategic Factors: Russia opposes the eastward expansion of NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization),
which it considers a threat to the interest of Russia, and asked for written security guarantees from NATO as NATO is a
military alliance of 28 European countries which works on the system of collective security.

 Joining NATO of Ukraine will result in installing missiles, a missile defence system at the mouth of Moscow.
How Russia-Ukraine War Fragmented the World Order

The global response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine has shown that the demise of the post-war rules-based world order
may not be inevitable. A month ago, nobody predicted that Germany would reverse decades of military indecisiveness and invest 100
billion euros in its defense budget, that Switzerland would freeze Russian oligarchs’ assets, or that YouTube, world soccer champions,
and global energy companies would cut ties with Russia.

 The main motive behind Russia’s attack on Ukraine is not about territorial expansion, but it is a reaction to Ukraine’s
affiliation with NATO.

 This led to multinational sanctions on Russia and on its economy making the world once again fragmented after the Cold war.
 Whereas leading economies and Russia’s al weather allies like India and China remained abstained in voting against Russia

in the Security council.
 This again strengthened the roots of the third world and highlighted America’s weakening hold on global events and ties.
 In a connected world, this war has serious consequences internationally, marking a shift in the world order that has never

been witnessed before.
Reasons Behind Change in World Order:
 The US Long Term Strategic Plan:

 Russia believed for many years that the Cold War ended with the Soviet collapse and they did try and negotiate with
the US. But for the US the Cold War never ended.

 They continued to see Russia as a threat to a NATO-led by the US.
 The US laid the groundwork by promoting continuous hostility towards Russia for two decades; providing material

support like advanced weapons, aid, assistance, and advice to Ukraine at least since 2014.
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 POTUS Joe Biden called for a “Greater Power Competition” against Russia, this further raged Russia to secure its
borders before NATO enter its region.

 CHINA and RUSSIA on the Same Note for the US:
 The Biden administration has clubbed China and Russia together as targets and the US strategists are convinced that

a long war in Ukraine will weaken Russia and indirectly China irreparably.
 This strategy of the US bounced back, and Russia-China together challenged the US strategy and intervention in the region.

 Europe and the Asia Pacific:
 Though the POTUS called for global sanctions on Russia, many nations are continuing to trade with Russia.
 This made a split among the EU members, whereas Pakistan accused the US of biased strands toward India.
 At the very first India declared its decision on Russia and remained neutral, this shook the QUAD partners.

Deglobalization:
 After 40 years of globalization, the West lost to China, India, and other emerging countries in the Asia Region.
 To bring production back they are looking for increased protectionism and barriers as part of a deglobalization process.
 China appears to be the main threat, but emerging markets will be hit as sanctions on Russia have impacted global trade and

value chains.
 Trade deals such as the Trans-Pacific Partnership between the US and Asian countries are portrayed as “around an

economically unfair China”.
 The Senate Strategic Competition Act of 2021 describes China as hostile, menacing, and “evil” “to US interests where

negotiations are not possible”.
 Least developed countries suffer the most, having recently witnessed vaccine protectionism when Western policies were

set to erect barriers.
 Neoliberal economic and financial practices continue in this phase of deglobalization, with rules for close coordination with

multinational corporations and international financial institutions (IFIs) to give them strategic direction.
International stance on Russia-Ukraine war:
1. US and its NATO allies – UK, European countries: Massive sanctions package, including bank bans, sanctions against

Russian legislators, halting all exports, freezing Russian assets, and so on. The United States intends to:

 Limit Russia’s ability to participate in the global economy by putting it in the same category as Iran and North Korea.

 Stop allowing them to fund the Russian military.

 Reduce Russian access to technologies
2. UNGA Stance: The UN General Assembly voted for a resolution that condemned Russia’s aggression on Ukraine in the

“strongest terms” and demanded an immediate withdrawal of Russian soldiers with a resounding majority
of 141 of 193 countries.

3. G7: The United States, the European Union (EU), the United Kingdom (UK), Australia, Canada, and Japan have all imposed
sanctions.
India’s stance:
 India has abstained from voting: By abstaining at the UN, India has done what it has long stated is the cornerstone of

its foreign policy. It is carrying on the tradition of not falling into either trap.
Impact of Russia-Ukraine war on India:
1. Impacts on trade:

 India imports more than 80% of its oil requirements; yet, the proportion of oil imports in total imports is roughly
25%. This is concerning since the Russia-Ukraine conflict could lead to an increase in oil prices, putting India’s
rising inflation in danger.

 The spike in oil prices will have an effect on the current account deficit as well.

 If sanctions against Russia are maintained and metal imports are prohibited, India will face serious economic
difficulties.

2. Economic Impacts:
 Increased Inflation: The rise in energy costs caused by the Russia-Ukraine conflict will have a direct influence on

freight transit, making food goods such as fruits, vegetables, oil, and pulses, among others, more expensive.
 Increased Crude oil prices

3. Strategic Impact:
 Threat from China: Russia’s actions in Ukraine, which reject the concerns of the rest of the international community,

including the United States, would undoubtedly empower China and its territorial ambitions.
 Sanctions on Russia: The new sanctions framework could have an impact on India’s defence cooperation with Russia.
 Strengthening Russia-China ties, if the standoff continues longer
 US-Russia rivalry: The more intense the US-Russia conflict becomes, the less attention will be paid to the Indo-Pacific

and China, which is where India’s interests lie.
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Challenges for India:
1. Geopolitical: Neighboring China as a rising superpower and Russia as a strategic ally challenging the US-led global order

at a time when China has repeatedly acted on its aggressive intentions vis-à-vis India, and India is closer to the US than it
has ever been in its history, presents a unique and unprecedented challenge for India.

2. Strategic: India requires Russia’s help to manage its continental issues, whether through defence supplies, assisting it in
its “return” to Central Asia, cooperating at the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), or investigating options for
partnership in Afghanistan.

3. Maritime: Without the active backing of American and Western fleets, as well as, of course, the Quad, India is simply not
in a position to address the China issue in the maritime space.

India and the Global South:
 Though extraordinary pressure from the US and its allies, the Indian stance of neutrality has drawn international attention

and shook the dominance of the US in keeping global order.
 India being a champion of the third world, always tried to maintain a balance with Russia.
 Historically Russia has been a strategic partner, and the US, a new strategic partnership with whom India has ties due to its

unresolved tensions with China and Pakistan.
 India needs both federations and there is no other way than neutrality.

Way Forward:
 The United States, along with other Western countries, is expected to resume the peace process through diplomatic

channels to ease tensions between Ukraine and Russia, which would take a long time.
 Experts recommend more dialogues between the West and Russia that emphasize the issue of Ukraine.
 Ukraine must reach out and focus on working with its Normandy format allies, France and Germany, to persuade the Russian

government to end support for its proxies and ensure the gradual and safe reintegration of the region into enabling Ukraine.
 Russian military expansion in Ukraine can be avoided for geo-economic reasons, which will hamper their trade in the region,

especially with the Nord Stream pipeline, which may pave a way to solve the current crisis, one expert pointed out.
 It is necessary to address the internal unrest in Ukraine in order to reactivate the Minsk II agreement for the development

of peace in the region and to resolve existing tensions.
Conclusion:

 The unjustified aggression of Russia on Ukraine has led to the devastation of an independent country Ukraine. Further, the
double standards in implementing human rights and selective wars of aggression on smaller states by great powers have led
to a delegitimization of multilateral institutions and a world that is insecure for all.

 If this is a war for saving democracy and human rights then international bodies like the UN and Security Council should be
democratized. Refugees from all countries should be treated with respect and norms for a more equitable world system need
to be initiated.
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Background
 India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have

longstanding cultural, religious, and economic ties
that have helped to forge close friendships between
the two countries.

 After H.H. Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan became
the ruler of Abu Dhabi in 1966 and the UAE Federation
was established in 1971, the friendship grew. Since
that time, both parties have made earnest attempts to
enhance ties in all areas.

 The relationship has substantially improved,
especially since H. H. Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al
Nahyan became ruler of Abu Dhabi in 1966 and the
UAE Federation was established in 1971.

 The visit of the prime minister of India to the United
Arab Emirates in August 2015 signalled the start of a
new strategic relationship between the two nations, giving bilateral relations a greater push.

 Furthermore, it was decided to upgrade bilateral relations to a comprehensive strategic partnership during the visit of the
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi to India in January 2017 to celebrate Republic Day.

India-UAE Economic Relations:
 Recent Development :-

A Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) that aims to promote bilateral trade and investment between
India and the UAE is now being signed by both nations. The following are the agreement’s main characteristics:

 Within five years of signing, it is anticipated that this strategic economic agreement will increase bilateral commerce in
goods to $100 billion and in services to $15 billion.

 Both parties will concentrate on urgent matters of relevance.
 Indian textiles and handicrafts are popular exports.
 The UAE will concentrate on the sectors of finance, food, medical technology, and byproducts.
India-UAE Trade Relations

  In 2019–2020, India imported $10.9 billion worth of crude oil from the UAE.
  Petroleum goods, precious metals, stones, jewels, and jewellery, minerals, food items like cereals, sugar, fruits and vegetables,

tea, meat, and seafood, textiles, engineering and machinery products, and chemicals are among India’s top exports to the
UAE.

  Petroleum and petroleum products, precious metals, stones, jewels, and jewellery, minerals, chemicals, and wood and wood
products are among India’s main imports from the UAE.

UAE investments in India
  Over $4.12 billion was invested in India by the UAE sovereign wealth funds during the 2020–21 fiscal year.
  The UAE invests mostly in five industries in India: services (15.78%), sea transport (8.80%), power (8.34%), and construction

(infrastructure) activities (7.15%).
  In order to support India’s stance on Kashmir, the UAE is likewise making investments in a post-Article 370 Jammu and Kashmir.

India-UAE FTA
 The first-ever bilateral free trade agreement will be inked between India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE).
 There will be provisions in the comprehensive economic cooperation agreement (CEPA) with the UAE that will both protect

home businesses and open up markets in West Asia and Africa for them.
 In the following five years, the FTA is predicted to increase commerce between India and the UAE from $60 billion to $100

billion, with a $15 billion increase in services trade.
 Both governments have stated that the CEPA will increase social and economic opportunities, boost living standards, and

produce new jobs in both countries.
Indian Community
 More than 2.6 million Indians live in the UAE, making up the majority of the country’s foreign residents.
 In the town, between 15 and 20 percent of residents hold professional degrees, followed by 20 percent white-collar non-

professionals, and the remaining 65% work in blue-collar occupations.
 There is a significant Indian business community. The rise of the UAE’s economy has been considerably aided by the

Indian community.
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 Needy labourers and housemaids can get short-term financial assistance (food, shelter, travel expenses, etc.) from the
Indian Community Welfare Fund (ICWF) of the Ambassador.

Political Relations
 High-level visits between India and the UAE have sporadically improved bilateral ties between the two nations.
 The Honourable Prime Minister of India’s historic visit to the United Arab Emirates on August 16–17, 2015, marked the

beginning of a new, comprehensive partnership.
 In the Joint Statement produced during the visit, both leaders vowed to work together, not just to build on successes in the
existing areas but also to look into newer possibilities for partnership.
Cultural Relations
 India and UAE have long-standing historical links and frequent official and informal cultural interactions.
 In accordance with the 1975 Cultural Agreement between India and the UAE, the Embassy continues to put on a variety of

cultural events both independently and in conjunction with Indian associations and cultural organisations based in the UAE.
India-UAE Partnership for Food Security
 To combat food insecurity in South Asia and the Middle East, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), India, the United States, and

Israel, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) has promised $2 billion to assist establish a number of “food parks” in India.
 UAE says it will invest $2 billion in food parks in India. In order to minimise waste, conserve water, and increase agricultural

yields, the concept is to bring together farmers, processors, and retailers in one location.
 According to a statement, the four nations would also support renewable energy projects in India.
 The commercial sector from the United States and Israel will be invited to contribute their knowledge and provide creative

solutions that improve the project’s overall sustainability.
New Areas of Cooperation
 Defence and Strategic Partnerships: India and the UAE undertake yearly defence conversations and forged a comprehensive

strategic agreement in 2017. UAE has recently become a crucial voice in discussions about the Indian Ocean region. There
have been numerous visits by military officials, and both sides participate in military drills with one another.

 Extradition and support for terrorists: After the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, the UAE decided to change its
policies and now works with India on extraditing fugitives and terror suspects as well as intelligence sharing. The UAE had
previously been seen as a safe haven for some of India’s most wanted terrorists and underworld figures.

 Support on Jammu and Kashmir issues: Following the Modi government’s decision to revoke Article 370 and split Jammu
and Kashmir, the UAE was among the first nations to express its support. Since then, a number of MoUs have been signed,
promising infrastructure development and investment in J&K as well as the commencement of flights. This is crucial
because the UAE had previously backed Pakistan in this matter.

 Technology partnerships: India and the UAE have agreed to work together on initiatives like the Red Moon mission as well
as a number of agreements relating to digital innovation and technology. For professionals in high-end technical disciplines
including artificial intelligence (AI), big data, virology, and epidemiology, the UAE has granted “golden visa” residency
permits. They have also hired the former ISRO chairman K. Radhakrishnan to lead their space agency.

 Other Areas of Cooperation
 India’s West Asia strategy: The UAE plays a significant role in India’s West Asia strategy. This collaboration has gained

new momentum as a result of the high-level visits from both parties.
 The Comprehensive Strategic Partnership Agreement was signed by the parties in 2017.

 Around 3 million Indians have migrated to the UAE and are happily residing there.
 UAE - A cooperative partner: India finds a ready partner in the UAE as it looks to expand its commercial ties and security

cooperation with the Gulf.
 India is a good partner because, with security concerns arising from unrest in West Asia and the increased threat from

terrorism, UAE “Look [s] East” to find partners for its economic expansion and finds a natural partner in India.
 UAE holds a unique position because of its welcoming environment for business, readiness to engage in the Indian

economy, and significant contribution to regional peace and security.
India-UAE-France Trilateral Forum and its importance
 It will encourage collaboration within the Trilateral Framework in the Indo-Pacific. The expansion of China’s military

presence in the area has sparked worry on a global scale.
Consequently, the collaboration assumes significance.

 To guarantee energy and regional security, it will increase
strategic autonomy in the western Indian Ocean or the Arabian
Sea.

 India and the United Arab Emirates are both nations that are
located on the Western Indian Ocean.

 In addition, Mayotte and Réunion, two French overseas
territories, are situated in this area. As a result, it also has
local influence in the area. The UAE and Djibouti both host
inter-service bases for France.
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 The success of India’s Act East Policy, Look West Policy, Security and Development for All in the Region (SAGAR) project,
and other initiatives depend on this for the country’s role in the world.

 Additionally, it offers a chance to advance the common objectives of a “free and open Indo-Pacific.”
Other initiatives for cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region
 Quad, BRICS India-Japan-Australia Forum; India-Australia-France Forum; and India-Indonesia-Australia Forum (which

will be restarted under the new Australian administration) (likely).
 India and the United Arab Emirates are additionally I2U2 members. Israel and the United States are the other members of this

forum.
Significance of the UAE for India
 A. Indian Diaspora

 Less than 12% of the roughly 10 million people in the country are native Emiratis; the remainder are foreigners. Indians
are at the top of this group (27%) and are followed by Pakistanis (13%).

 Citizens of Bangladesh, the Philippines, Iran, Egypt, Nepal, Sri Lanka, China, and other countries make up the remainder.
 There would therefore need to be careful consideration when extending rights under the FTA to natural persons and

legal entities that are not Emirati citizens.
B. Tax Regime in UAE

 Investors are extremely drawn to the UAE since there are no corporation or income taxes. Entrepreneurs from India are
hardly an exception and have made large investments there.

 Ingenious Indians wishing to invest money, including in real estate purchases, or migrate families for easier access to
amenities like schools, has also found it to be attractive.

C. UAE is an important hub for trade and re-export.
 UAE participate in a customs union with the other GCC five nations. A sizable portion of its imports are exported again.
 Although exact re-export data for the country as a whole are not yet available, its two largest emirates, Dubai and Abu

Dhabi, have reported that about 50% of their respective imports are re-exported.
 India would also be the recipient of re-exports from the UAE, whose sources of origin are third nations like China, which

is the UAE’s biggest supplier of imports.
 Products like gold metal, raw diamonds, cashew nuts, essential oils, and copper products that are among the UAE’s

major imports into India are likely to be acquired from other nations.
D. Remittances

 Due to its strategic importance as well as being a significant source of oil and remittances, India’s ties with the Gulf must
be reinforced in order to advance our national interest.

 More than nine million Indians are currently living in the Gulf nations, it is being revealed today. These nations are
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, and Oman.

 India and the Gulf nations have profited from the region’s Indian human resources in terms of remittances and the
diversification of Gulf economies.

E. Energy
 Today, people all across the world depend on energy to meet their basic needs for both personal and professional

purposes. India continues to suffer security concerns despite being a major economic force in the world due to its
heavy reliance on foreign energy sources.

 Additionally, it can be seen that the Indian economy depends more and more on the availability of energy from gulf
countries such as UAE.

F. Other Significant areas of co-operation
 As the US works toward becoming hydrocarbon independent, India is a significant source of oil and energy.
 Geopolitical circumstances, with Iran regularly threatening to blockade the Strait of Hormuz in the event of a conflict

with Saudi Arabia or the US. UAE will also be negatively impacted by this.
 UAE incorporated a close economic and security connection with Pakistan because it considered Pakistan as a partner.

Pakistan does not, however, appear to be of much assistance to the UAE today.
 Violent wars are plaguing nations including Yemen, Syria, Iraq, and Libya. The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) hasn’t

delivered the outcomes we were hoping for.
 The enormous sovereign wealth funds of the UAE can be a valuable asset in India’s infrastructure development.
 India and the UAE have been coming together more and more on the subject of terrorism, and they both stressed the

importance of fighting terrorist organisations impartially.
 Why India is important for UAE
 Geopolitical conditions as Iran is threatening continuously to close the Strait of Hormuz in case there is a conflict with Saudi

Arabia or US. This will adversely affect UAE as well.
 UAE saw Pakistan as a partner and incorporated a deep economic and security relationship with it. But in the present day,

Pakistan does not seem to be of much help to UAE. Already facing internal issues, Pakistan failed to come to the aid of Saudi
Arabia in its war against Iran-backed rebels in Yemen and has been unable to curb jihadists operating from its land across
West Asia.
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 India is an important destination for oil and energy purchase as the US is on the way of becoming hydrocarbon independent.
UAE’s massive sovereign wealth funds can act as a great resource in the development of infrastructure in India.

 There has been a rising convergence between India and UAE on the terror issue and both the countries talked of the need
to combat terror groups without any discrimination given the fact that five UAE diplomats were killed in an attack in
Kandahar in Afghanistan.

 Countries like Syria, Iraq, Libya and Yemen are suffering from violent conflicts. The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) has not
produced expected results.

India UAE relations on Multilateral Front
 India and the UAE have been collaborating closely in the UN Security Council amid the current tumultuous geopolitical

times on the multilateral front.
 With the introduction of the I2U2 Group in October 2021, along with Israel and the US, India and the UAE jointly set new

ground.
 The I2U2 Joint statement was jam-packed with intent, content, and significant announcements and took an outcome-

oriented approach.
 I2U2’s mission transcends national borders and aims to use the four societies’ and economies’ vitality and entrepreneurial

spirit to address some of the biggest problems facing the globe today.
 I2U2 advances the August 2020 Abraham Accords by creating new opportunities for multilateral cooperation.
Challenges
 Air services agreement: The air services agreement between India and the UAE has not yet been renegotiated. This is

because India continues to set flight limits to safeguard Indian airlines while the UAE wants to increase the number of
flights to and from India.

 Poor Condition of Indian labourers—this issue frequently erupts since Indians are denied citizenship in the UAE and
because the conditions in Indian labour camps are worrisome. Since so much of the labour going to the Gulf had to be sent
back due to the epidemic, remittances are projected to decline over the next few years.

 Involvement of external power: Regarding its external involvement with the rest of the world, India’s foreign policy has
attained pragmatism and a gradual change. India’s Look West policy was steered in the direction of developing a multifaceted
relationship with the Gulf nations, especially the Arab Gulf, Iran, and Israel.

 Energy pricing: India, a big oil consumer and an OPEC member, is pushing for a price cap, while UAE is on the other side
of the argument. In the past, there have been some heated exchanges between the oil ministers on this issue.

 Treatment of minorities in India is becoming a big issue- After the CAA protests, social media controversies, now the Hijab
Ban has raised concerns in Gulf countries, and the OIC issued a very strong statement. And conversely, although very few,
less than 100 Indians based in the Gulf joined ISIS, or earlier Al Qaeda, the export of radicalisation is always a concern

 Radicalization: Conversely, the export of radicalization is always a problem, despite the fact that only a small number—less
than 100 Indians living in the Gulf—joined ISIS or earlier Al Qaeda.

Conclusion
 India is heavily reliant on Gulf oil and gas, which has upheld positive relations with the majority of the key suppliers,

including Iran, the United Arab Emirates, and Qatar. India’s wider neighbourhood must be viewed as include the Gulf
area in its entirety. This is primarily due to its strategic location, which is close to the tri-continental regions of Asia,
Europe, and Africa and makes it important in world politics. It should be emphasised that since India’s security
cooperation with Israel is a strategic move for India, the development of its relationship with Israel is seen as a
pragmatic strategic shift in India’s foreign policy.
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India and UK are natural partners with a shared past whose collaboration can act as global force for the good. With an aim
to take this partnership to the next level, both the countries have agreed to adopt Roadmap 2030 during a bilateral virtual summit in
2021 that aims to elevate the present partnership to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP).

Aims of the Roadmap
 The road map aims for revitalized and dynamic connections between people; re-energized trade, investment and technological

collaboration and enhanced defense and security cooperation that will guide cooperation for the next ten years covering all
aspects of this multifaceted relationship.

Major Sectors under RoadMap 2030
 The road map casts a wide ranging net, expecting transformational changes in targeted sectors as below:
Political and Diplomatic Sphere
 Enhance high level and ministerial contacts to further improve bilateral institutional mechanisms like the Economic and

Financial Dialogue, Joint Economic and Trade Committee.
 Strengthen cooperation and coordination in the UN, including at the UNSC and UNFCCC, and other multilateral fora such

as G-20, WTO uphold a rules-based international system and work together to promote reformed multilateralism.
Migration and mobility
 Implement the comprehensive Migration and Mobility Partnership covering movement of students and professionals

keeping in view the UK’s new skills based immigration policy
 joint dialogue with India for mutual exchanges and sharing of information concerning the possibility of signing a Social

Security Agreement
Education, research and innovation and enterprise
 Expand cooperation between universities in light of India’s New Education Policy, integrating vocational training into

mainstream education and greater international collaboration.
 Organising networks of leading think tanks, universities and research organisations in the circular economy, climate, clean

energy, urban development etc.
Connectivity
 Explore initiatives to improve connectivity between India and the UK and seek synergies  on connectivity projects with

third countries.
 Deepen cooperation on G2G across a broad range of sectors, with a particular focus on infrastructure including airports and

multi-modal transport hubs
Financial cooperation
 Engage actively under the new UK-India Sustainable Finance Forum to drive forward deeper cooperation between the UK

and India on sustainable finance
 Strengthen the UK-India Fintech Dialogue to enhance collaboration on financial services, including facilitating faster flows

of UK-India remittances.
Smart and sustainable urbanisation
 Partnership on smart and sustainable  promoting investments, promoting climate action and disaster risk reduction in cities,
 Developing effective solid waste management and treatment and promotion of a circular economy,
 Understanding of social and spatial inequality and blue and green spaces in urban areas and engineer healthier environments
 Space
 strengthen India-UK space cooperation for peaceful purposes in all areas of mutual interest including joint satellites,

hosting of payloads, space technology applications, industry interactions
 Develop an India-UK space cooperation framework including on global governance issues on outer space

       Health
 Take global leadership on tackling the growing health and economic threat of Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) on the basis

of ‘one health approach’
 Develop a UK-India Partnership on Healthy Societies to co-develop innovative and inclusive solutions for non-communicable

diseases and ageing related challenges.
Defence and security
 Deepen their defence and security cooperation through the India-UK Defence and International Security Partnership framework
 Establishing an annual UK-India Maritime Dialogue with a new Maritime Dialogue
 Grey and Dark Shipping information sharing and mechanisms

       Cyber Security
 strengthen cooperation through an enhanced UK-India cyber security partnership to tackle growing cyber threats and

strengthening the security and resilience of critical information infrastructure
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 Strengthen bilateral cooperation in priority areas like cybercrime investigation, capacity building and cooperation in emerging
technologies.

Climate change and sustainable development
 Launch a global Green Grids Initiative at COP26, to include a political declaration by national leaders and increased

technical, financial and research cooperation to help deliver India’s vision of One Sun One World One Grid.
 Explore opportunities for mobilising regional and global climate action through the CDRI, the International Solar Alliance

(ISA) and  other emerging initiatives like One Sun One World One Grid and the World Solar Bank
Significance of the road map
 Both India and the UK are vibrant democracies and leading economies of the world with impressive advances and capabilities

in human resources, manufacturing, innovation, science, education, research, fintech, space, defence, emerging and green
technologies, clean energy among others.

 Both are suitably placed to bring their respective strengths to address global challenges with regard to climate, security,
terrorism and pandemics and believe that democratic norms and principles are the mainstay for maintaining a rules based
international system and respect for universal human rights.

 Given the holistic approach of the roadmap in covering wide range of sectors from diplomacy to sustainable development,
it enables both the partners to set and achieve ambitious goals in all areas of cooperation and strengthen avenues connect
in education, research and innovation, capacity building, employment and culture.

 The roadmap has the potential to take the bilateral ties to stratospheric heights and serve as a stepping stone for India for
further ties with Europe.

Opportunities for India-UK ties under PM Rishi Sunak
 Implementation of RoadMap 2030:  It is an opportunity for India and the U.K to work closely together on global issues and

implement the roadmap 2030 for bilateral relations with the elevation of a person of Indian origin as prime minister of the U.K.
 Learn from India: His vision for India-U.K. bilateral ties has gone beyond the opportunity for the U.K. to sell things in India,

wanting Britain to also “learn from India”.
 Conclude Free Trade Agreement: A Free Trade Agreement between India and the UK is expected to enhance economic

growth and prosperity by: increasing import and export flows;
 Boost Investment: Identify priority areas for partnership and investment in existing and new areas of cooperation in various

industries. Encourage UK companies to invest in India’s manufacturing sector taking advantage of the Production Linked
Incentive Scheme.

 Enhance Cultural Ties :  Enhance collaboration to support the development of  Creative Economies to create wealth and
secure livelihoods. Implement ‘India-UK Together’, a joint cultural exchange programme between the two countries to
celebrate India’s 75th anniversary of Independence this year.

Other Developments in India UK relationship
 Access India Programme: High Commission of India, London initiated the ‘Access India Programme’ in September 2017 for

facilitating investments by UK SMEs in India. o The primary focus of the AIP programme is on companies interested in
investing in India i.e. those intending to set up manufacturing facilities as part of the ‘Make in India’ initiative.

 Rupee-denominated bonds: Over $3.5 billion of rupee-denominated bonds have been issued in London since July 2016
including by HDFC, NTPC and NHAI.

 Green Bonds: Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC) has raised $500 million via a green bond offering and listed these
instruments on the London Stock Exchange.

 Varanasi Smart City Development Plan: New technical assistance for the redevelopment of Varanasi railway station under
the Varanasi Smart City Development Plan will be extended by the UK.

 Supporting the Start- up India initiative: UK will be investing £160 million across 75 start-up enterprises, apart from an
additional £20million for a Start-Up India Venture Capital Fund.

 First bond index series: State Bank of India (SBI) launched India’s first bond index series for overseas investors at the
London Stock Exchange (LSE) in 2017.

Challenges in the India-UK Relationship
 No Free Trade Agreement: Despite a good bilateral relationship and occurrence of BREXIT, both the countries have not

been able to conclude a Free trade agreement. This is required to take the relationship to the next level.
w However, recently the Indian Prime Minister and his British counterpart Rishi Sunak agreed on the “early conclusion”
of the deal. “Both sides are working sincerely on the free trade agreement,”

 Different stand on Russia Ukraine conflict: The U.K has openly criticized the Russian invasion while the same is not being
done by India. This hasn’t impacted their bilateral relationship till now but it may emerge as a future bottleneck.

 Extradition Rigidities: Both the countries have an extradition treaty between them but still speedy expedition doesn’t take
place. For instance, India hasn’t been able to extradite Vijay Mallya, Nirav Modi and other fugitives from London.

 Security concerns: Indian concerns include the presence of Khalistani elements and their activities in the UK, and the
country’s political views on Jammu and Kashmir.

 Illegal Migrants: There are more than 1 lakh of illegal Indian immigrants in the UK. The UK government has put pressure
to send them back but both the countries have not yet signed the migration and mobility agreement.
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 Concerns in Neighborhood: The growing partnership between India and UK may not be welcomed by China who may
create more tensions on borders. Further, China’s hostility is preventing India from participating in initiatives like AUKUS.

Way forward
 Indian and UK Government should prioritise trade talks and do more to lay the groundwork for an eventual deal. Starting out

with improving access to targeted support for UK businesses in India, particularly start-ups and smaller businesses – could
be the way out to improve the business environment in India.

 UK and India’s convergence of interests in the Indian Ocean region offers an important opportunity to increase engagement
on defence and security. Hence, both nations should promote standards of transparency and sustainability for infrastructure
projects in the region

 With the UK expanding its footprint in the Indo-Pacific and India working toward gaining prominence as the net security
provider in the region, both countries’ aspirations and future seem to be intertwined. Hence, the imperative for thorough
execution.

 New geopolitical realities demand a new strategic and it is time to seize the moment to lay the foundations of a partnership
that can respond adequately to the challenges of the 21st century.

Conclusion
 India needs to recognise the lack of harmony between different strands of the relationship. Long joint statements and

unreachable ambition are not the answer. Arriving at common ground on issues troubling India should be the foremost
concern
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Context
 The Prime Minister of India has recently launched 5G services in India on the sidelines of the inaugural ceremony of India

Mobile Congress 2022.
What is 5G technology?
 5G technology is a brand-new form of wireless communication. Compared to current wireless technologies, this technology

is supposed to be faster, more dependable, and more expandable.
 Better connections and quicker speeds for users are promised with 5G, along with new business and entrepreneurial potential.
 The drawbacks of 5G include the potential for environmental damage, the dependence on expensive equipment, and the

possibility of security breaches.
 But there are also chances for companies and business owners to apply 5G technology to their operations. Businesses that

require extensive transfers or updates, for instance, can use 5G to accomplish it without having to go far or wait a long time
for the update.

 Businesses that require secure communications might also profit from deploying 5G technology.
 In general, 5G technology has the ability to drastically alter many facets of our lives and have a big impact on India’s

corporate expansion. These technologies have the ability to improve things for both customers and businesses, despite
some of the difficulties that come with them.

5G evolution
Since the introduction of the first mobile technology generation, a lot has changed.
 Briefcase-sized phones and brief exchanges between a very small number of businesspeople were characteristics of the 1G era.
 The demand for mobile services increased in the years leading up to 2G and didn’t stop.
 The 3G era was characterised by pocket-sized phones, SMS, and mobile internet access.
 We have cellphones, app shops, and YouTube because of 4G.
 Now that new use cases like connected vehicles, augmented reality, enhanced video, and gaming are possible thanks to 5G,

both our personal and professional lives are being fundamentally transformed.
Global scenario
 From 2020 to 2035, IHS Markit predicts a 10.8% increase in global 5G investment and R&D.
 The 5G value chain will produce 22.8 million new employment and $3.8 trillion in gross output over the course of 14 years.
 Additionally, seven nations will be responsible for nearly 84% of the global gross output associated with 5G and more than

88% of the contribution to new jobs.
 Together, China, the US, and Japan produce 2.72 trillion, or more than 70% of the total output. Around 80% of all jobs created

worldwide in the 5G value chain will be created by the trio.
Indian Scenario
 In September 2017, the Indian government established a 5G High Level Forum to establish the country’s 5G vision.
 In India, there will likely be 920 million mobile subscribers by 2025. India will keep trailing China as the second-largest mobile

market in the world.
 According to MBiT Index 2020, India is experiencing a strong uptake of 4G-capable handsets, with 598 million users.
 India’s top three concerns are:

 To maximise the benefits this new technology has to offer, 5G networks must be deployed as soon as possible.
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 Building India’s industrial and R&D capacity in the 5G manufacturing design and IP dimensions - developing the 5G
manufacturing infrastructure, including assembly and test facilities as well as semiconductor fabrication facilities.

 The aspirations of “Digital India” depend on 5G technology. User experience is improved thanks to the technology in
terms of data download speeds.

Other Benefits apart from the above
 Affordability: Telecom industry

players like Reliance Industries
Limited, Bharti Enterprises and
Aditya Birla Group committed to
a speedy roll-out of “affordable”
5G services in India.

 Superior  experience: Indian
mobile phone users will experience
ultra-high Internet speeds via 5G
wireless technology and bring a
new digital era in the country.

 Socio-economic transfor mation : 
5G technology will bring
transformation in crucial areas
including agriculture, health, education, Transport, logistics, smart cities, Industry 4.0 and financial inclusion etc.

 Global position: 5G technology will bolster tech revolution domestically and propel India’s position as an economic and tech
powerhouse globally.

 Newer opportunities: will provide new opportunities for start-ups to come up with innovative solutions to solve existing
challenges, create jobs and contribute to India’s economic resilience. 

 Self-reliance: India was dependent on other countries for 2G, 3G and 4G technologies. However, India has set a global
standard in telecom technology for the first time with 5G. 

 Tech Developer, not consumer: Henceforth, India will play an active role in the development and implementation of 5G
related technology rather than being a mere consumer of technology.

 More Users: As per the recent Ericsson report, 5G technology might contribute to 39 % of mobile subscriptions in India by
2027 i.e. about 500 million estimated subscriptions.

 Foundation/Link Technology: 5G technology will serve as a link to several science & technology driven application useful
in daily lives such as-

Role of Digital India Mission in 5G launch
 Affordable Devices: With Atma Nirbhar Bharat the cost of

devices were reduced to a large extent. India is now at second
position in the world for manufacturing of mobile and is also
a large exporter of mobiles. 

 Optical Fibre Cable(OFC): Now, more than 1,70,000 Gram
Panchayats (GPs) are connected with OFC from approx 100
GPs earlier in 2014. 

 Bridge Rural Urban Divide: Internet users in the rural areas
of the country are growing at a faster rate than the urban
area thereby bridging the digital divide.

 Cost of Data: The cost of data has reduced from Rs. 300 per
GB in 2014 to Rs. 10 per GB in 2022. Average Data used per
person is 14 GB per month, and reduction in cost of data has
brought considerable savings per month for citizens.

  Idea of  Digital First: There were apprehensions about  adoption of the digital technology by the rural poor, however
rural India is fast adopting the digital technologies and internet in their daily lives.

How 5G transform the industrial development in India
 Bring Industrial Revolution 4.0 : Within the context of Industry 4.0, manufacturers are becoming more efficient through the

application of automation and data exchange to their existing factory processes to enable better integrated workflows and
smarter manufacturing.

 Promote Make in India: It would support the startup scene and make India a centre for research and development of 5G
technology and use cases. Creating 5G apps will probably have a significant impact on many different businesses.

 Improve productivity and efficiency: The engineering/advanced manufacturing sector in India presents the greatest possibility
for 5G/IoT. In this market, there are numerous use cases that have the potential to improve productivity, safety standards,
and production efficiency. Which make Indian product more competitive in global market.
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 Use of Latest Technology : The growth of immersive technologies like AR and VR, networked gaming, and interactive game
shows is driving the Indian M&E sector’s shift from passive to participatory consumption.

What are the challenges in introduction of 5G technologies?
 Financial Status of Telecom Sector: Telecom operators are facing a financial crisis and have combined debt of INR 4 lakh

crore. They are still trying to fully monetise 4G services. The introduction of 5G will involve a heavy upfront investment and
have a long payback period. Thus, the viability of 5G after the introduction is a major challenge;

 Pricing of the Spectrum: The optimum pricing of the spectrum is a challenge. The Government must maximize its revenues,
but too high price will put further fiscal burden on stressed telecom operators. TRAI in its April 2022 recommendation
reduced the spectrum reserve price by more than 35% from its 2018 level. The demand from telecom operators was a cut by
around 90%;

 Technological and Operational Challenges: Most operators at present have about 20% to 25% fiberisation. But, 5G experience
will require up to 80% fiberisation. This will entail heavy investments; The infrastructure need to be upgraded at every site.

 Threat to security: China is preparing to dominate the world by rolling out its 5G technology warfare across countries. By
deploying the 5G in India without indigenisation of technology will make India vulnerable to China. This will make the data
of individuals, groups and security agencies at risk;

 Diverting the traffic from 4G to 5G is also a challenge. AJ Paulraj committee pointed out that older generation technologies
will remain for almost 10 years after the 5G deployment.

Solutions for faster implementation of 5G technologies in India
 Enhance Skilled Manpower: There is a need to create an

ecosystem capable of leveraging 5G, like skilled manpower,
technology, R&D investment etc.;

 Indigenisation of Technology: India must develop its
indigenous 5G technology. This is necessary not only
for military applications but also for civilian use to avoid
any 5G warfare and data threat in the future;

 Recommendations of 5G steering committee must be
implemented: Phased implementation of 5G technology;
Early adoption of 5G technologies; Setting up of Standing
Committee with a 5-year term to advice on building
Spectrum Technology Infrastructure.

 Transformational shift is needed: The shift from 4G to
5G is not incremental, but transformational. The economic
impact of 5G in India is expected to be over US$ 1 trillion
by 2035 according to the report of KPMG. The sooner the
deployment of 5G in India is the better for India.

Way Forward
 5G technology will bring harmony with the Prime Minister’s vision to promote ‘Atma Nirbhar Bharat’, Jai Anusandhan and

‘Sabka Saath,  Sabka Vishwas’.
 It will pave the way for realization of a vision of bringing that technology to the common people which works for the people,

works by connecting with the people.
 5G should be integrated in the policy domains like Digital India mission to ensure transformational potential on the lives of

citizens way beyond simple provision of higher internet speeds. E.g. Telemedicine during COVID-19.
 Promotion of digitalisation, indigenous technology (Make in India), industrial revolution 4.0 will certainly pave the way

for Techade (technology decade) of India.
Conclusion

 A rapidly evolving technology, 5G has the potential to enhance user experience, security, and mobile communications.
If 5G is to become a widely used technology, there are a number of issues with its application that must be resolved.
There is a widespread belief that 5G capable services would soon be available, possibly even in India. 5G is allegedly
being introduced in a few cities.



45

Future currency of India e-Rupi | Digital Currency | CBDC
A Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC), or national digital currency, is simply the digital form of a country’s fiat

currency. Instead of printing paper currency or minting coins, the central bank issues electronic tokens. This token value is backed
by the full faith and credit of the government.

BackgroundÏ
 The launch of the Digital Rupee, a Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) beginning in FY 2022–23, was

announced by the Indian government in the Union Budget presented to Parliament on February 1, 2022.
 It was mentioned in the budget release that the implementation of CBDC will significantly stimulate the digital

economy.The budget also outlined the general goals that would be attained by the implementation of CBDC as a
“more effective and affordable currency management system” using blockchain and other technologies.

What is CBDC?
 CBDCs are a brand-new type of central bank currency that is distinct from physical cash or reserve/settlement accounts.

 A central bank will create a digital currency called a central bank digital currency (CBDC), which will be used in transactions
just like other real currencies.

 The main advantage of virtual currency is that it makes it simple to track and record transactions.

 A central bank liability that is valued in an existing unit of account and functions as both a store of value and a medium of
exchange.

 According to the Reserve Bank, CBDC is digitally issued legal tender from a central bank. It is interchangeably one-to-one
at par (1:1) with the fiat currency and functions the same as a sovereign currency.

 A CBDC would be different from existing digital currency that is accessible to the public because it would be a liability of the
Reserve Bank and not a commercial bank, despite the fact that money in digital form is the norm in India, for instance in bank
accounts recorded as book entries on commercial bank ledgers.

What is the ‘Digital Rupee’?
 Digital Rupee is a central bank digital currency.

 The introduction of Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) would provide a significant boost to the digital economy.
Similarity between Digital rupee, bitcoin, doge, Ethereum
 It is the same as bitcoin in terms of technology used that is Blockchain technology else it is totally different if we go as per

definition of Cryptocurrency.
Difference between digital rupee and cryptocurrency
 The fundamental difference between the digital rupee and cryptocurrencies will be that the digital rupee would likely be

centrally issued by the RBI.
 Cryptocurrencies, on the other hand, are decentralised and cannot be governed by a single institution.
Difference between cryptocurrency and digital currency
 The digital rupee, which will be backed by the government, would be the electronic equivalent of the physical money that the

RBI issues.
 Cryptocurrencies, on the other hand, are not backed by a government or central bank and can be used as a form of payment

or an asset class.
What Is The Need For CBDC In India?
 India already has a well-developed payment infrastructure. Low transaction costs and rapid turnaround time define the

domestic payments ecosystem.
 Therefore, it is questionable to what extent the creation of a CBDC will contribute to advancing financial inclusion and

enabling low-cost transactions for low-income households.
 The adoption of CBDC has been justified for the following reasons:-

1. Central banks, faced with dwindling usage of paper currency, seek to popularize a more acceptable electronic form of
currency

2. Jurisdictions with significant physical cash usage seeking to make issuance more efficient (like Denmark, Germany, or
Japan or even the US);

3. Central banks seek to meet the public’s need for digital currencies, manifested in the increasing use of private virtual
currencies.
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Features of CBDC
 CBDC is not a private currency; it is only the country’s official legal tender in digital form.

 On the balance sheet of the central bank, it appears as a liability.

 All individuals, businesses, and governmental organisations must recognise it as a valid form of payment, legal tender, and
a secure place to hold value.

 Freely convertible into cash and money from commercial banks.

 Holders of fungible legal cash are not required to have a bank account.

 Expected to reduce the cost of money issuance and transaction fees.

 CBDC is a form of sovereign currency that central banks have issued in accordance with their monetary policies.
How will blockchain technology aid in the launch of CBDC?
 Blockchain is a form of ledger technology that saves and records data.

 Many nations looking at CBDC are considering using technologies like blockchain to speed up the processing and settlement
of financial transactions between end users of digital currency.

 Blockchain technology would make it possible for RBI to monitor transactions and safeguard CBDC users’ privacy.

 The history of transactions can be held by a wide range of various entities thanks to blockchain technology.

 Because of the secure, safe, transparent, and historical nature of transactions made using this technology, the RBI and other
central banks are investigating CBDC.

Significance of CBDC
 The Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) introduction will significantly strengthen the digital economy.

 The use of digital currency will also result in a more effective and affordable system for managing currencies.

 After every other nation began testing its own digital currency as a result of cryptocurrencies’ enormous popularity, the idea
of issuing central bank digital currency was put into motion.

Potential of CBDC
 The COVID-19 pandemic has opened people’s

eyes worldwide. It has helped us realise how
important constant access to liquid assets is to
ensuring the basic needs of people.

 In the terrible event of a pandemic like this in the
future, CBDC would be able to easily make fiat
cash accessible to the whole public in a digital
form.

 The storage, management, and usage of CBDCs
might be handled through a digital wallet on our
personal cell phones, making it far more
accessible, especially for those living in remote
and rural locations. This is in contrast to paper
currency, where a bank is directly involved at
every stage.

 In relation to the aforementioned argument, governments’ so-called “subsidy plans” during the epidemic were another area
where they utterly failed. The human intervention element in such subsidy systems, which prevented the benefits from
trickling down to the targeted population, was the main cause of such failure.

 CBDCs would improve the cost, operating efficiency, and storage of money in comparison to other kinds of fiat currency.
Governments can save millions of dollars by merely implementing CBDC-enabled digital wallets, money that would have
otherwise been spent on printing, keeping, and managing paper money, as well as assuring its safe passage to an ATM or
a bank.

 The fact that paper currency is not digitally traceable makes it impossible to track its entire life-cycle, including supply,
movement/nature of transactions, holding patterns, and other factors.

 CBDCs are the most secure option from both a national security and anti-money laundering standpoint because it is
possible to monitor the operators and track every transfer of digital currency.

 It should be obvious that CBDCs would significantly simplify cross-border transactions in terms of logistics and cost
effectiveness.

How does it benefit the Economy?
 CBDCs will help the economy by enabling quick, safe, and simple payments for retail customers.

 They may be able to provide higher resilience, safety, availability, and cost savings than private forms of digital money.
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CBDCs advantages over other digital payments system
 CBDCs will make it possible for payment systems to be more quickly and affordably globalised.

 Since payments made with CBDCs are final, the financial system’s settlement risk is decreased.

 Imagine a UPI system where CBDC transactions take the place of bank balances, acting as though currency is handed over;
this would eliminate the requirement for interbank settlement.

 Global situation of CBDC According to the Bank for International Settlements, more than 60 countries are currently
experimenting with the CBDC. There are few Countries that already rolled out their national digital currency. Such as,

 Sweden is conducting real-world trials of their digital currency (krona)

 The Bahamas already issued their digital currency “Sand Dollar” to all citizens

 China started a trial run of their digital currency e- RMB amid pandemic. They plan to implement pan-China in 2022. This is
the first national digital currency operated by a major economy.

Why CBDC is preferred over Cryptocurrency?
 Consumers are exposed to dangers while using cryptocurrencies, which also lack a government guarantee and are not

recognised as legal cash.
 They are extremely volatile due to their speculative character. If a user misplaces their private key, they can no longer access

their cryptocurrency.
 Sometimes, technical service providers who are vulnerable to viruses or hacking keep these private keys.

 Since they offer greater anonymity than conventional payment options due to the fact that the public keys involved in a
transaction cannot be directly associated with a specific person, cryptocurrencies are more susceptible to criminal behaviour
and money laundering.

 A country’s financial stability may be at jeopardy if cryptocurrencies are used widely since a central bank cannot control
their supply in the economy.

Concerns posed
 India is already facing many cyber security threats. With the advent of digital currency, cyberattacks might increase and

threaten digital theft like Mt Gox bankruptcy case.
 According to the Digital Empowerment Foundation in 2018 report, around 90% of India’s population is digitally illiterate. So,

without creating enough literary awareness introduction of digital currency will create a host of new challenges to the Indian
economy.

 Introduction of digital currency also creates various associated challenges in regulation, tracking investment and purchase,
taxing individuals, etc.

 The digital currency must collect certain basic information of an individual so that the person can prove that he’s the holder
of that digital currency. This basic information can be sensitive ones such as the person’s identity, fingerprints etc.

Conclusion
 Being a digital organisation, CBDC will always place technology considerations first. Any CBDC will be made up of

technology, and technology is what will transform the goals of policy into tangible forms. In any uncertain situation, such
as the one caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, CBDC can be a favoured method of retaining central bank money as opposed
to cash. Furthermore, if adequate anonymity is ensured, the preference for cash transactions for routine expenses and minor
payments for its anonymity may be switched to CBDC acceptance. This will speed up the nation’s conversion to digital
technology.
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Why in the News?

Over the past two years, the international division of the National Payments Corporation of India has made a number of
agreements with overseas businesses and central banks.

What is UPI or Unified Payment Interface?

 UPI is a payment method that enables quick and simple payment processing for anyone with a smartphone.

 It is an interface, a single platform that combines several banking services to make nearly all sorts of transactions between
people and organizations easier.

UPI 2.0

 UPI 2.0 is a real-time payment system launched by the Government
of India to make digital transactions easier.

 The Reserve Bank of India controls the interface, which operates by
immediately moving money between two bank accounts on a mobile
platform.

 Interoperability, the safety of a virtual payment address, pull
requests, and a real-time payment experience are already available
with UPI.

 However, the process’s driving technology firms assert that this is
just the beginning. Future UPI implementations are anticipated to
significantly reduce the requirement for cash transactions.

 The regulatory shift brought about by the digital revolution should
also enable e-KYCs, making it much easier for customers to register
bank accounts using only their smartphones.

What are some common benefits offered by UPI?

 UPI allows you to send payments using simply the recipient’s contact
information, a Quick Response (QR) code, or a UPI ID.

 In India, a larger audience with a smartphone can use UPI. It eliminates the requirement that you visit your bank to perform
simple banking tasks like depositing a check.

 The platform is a flexible tool that lets users pay bills, make reservations, and more.

 Within seconds, money can be moved from one bank account to another. No such information as a bank account number,
account holder’s name, IFSC code, bank branch, etc., is required to be entered.

 You simply need to input your UPI pin to authenticate the transaction in order to make a payment.

UPI’s Global Outreach

 Alphabet-owned Google requested in a letter to the US Federal Reserve in November 2019 that the central bank model its
planned quick payments system FedNow after India’s Unified Payments Interface, or UPI.

 The National Payments Corporation of India, which manages UPI, established NPCI International Payments in August 2020.
This subsidiary’s job is to sell NPCI’s homegrown products like UPI and the RuPay card network abroad.

 Recently, NIPL and Worldline, a European payment services provider, partnered to enable Indian tourists to use UPI at
Point-of-Sale terminals throughout Europe.

 The intentions to integrate Singapore’s PayNow and UPI, which would allow users to send funds instantly from one bank
account to another between Singapore and India, were also announced by the central banks of India and Singapore.

 With the use of a cooperation with NIPL announced in 2022, Indian customers and businesses with active UPI IDs will be
able to make cross-border payments at TerraPay’s worldwide capable QR locations.

Potential of UPI

In 2021, UPI processed around 39 billion transactions totaling $940 billion, equivalent to 31% of India’s GDP.
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UPI has gained acceptance in Singapore (March 2020), Bhutan (July 2021), UAE & Nepal (Feb 2022).

Report

 India’s real-time payments include the Immediate
Payment Service (IMPS) and Unified Payments Interface
(UPI), both of which have seen growing usage in recent
years, according to the research titled “Prime Time For
Real Time 2022.”

 In 2021, India accounted for the most real-time
transactions (48.6 billion).

 This amount was about seven times more than the
combined real-time payments volume of the world’s five
largest economies—the US, Canada, the UK, France,
and Germany—and nearly three times greater than the
nearest rival, China (18 billion transactions in 2021).

 India logged 48.6 billion real-time instant payment
transactions, which is by far the most transactions of
any nation, according to the research.

Global Significance of UPI

 The Unified Payment Interface(UPI) was introduced by National Payment Corporation of India (NPCI), the principal agency
responsible for overseeing payment systems in India.

 The Indian method achieved “fantastic” outcomes for banks, consumers, and other stakeholders within the payments
ecosystem, according to the statement that an open payments system stimulates collaboration between technology and
financial service providers.

 With the help of NPCI’s partnerships, cross-border remittance fees could be reduced, cross-border merchant payments
could be made easily, and Indian travellers could take use of local payment methods abroad.

 It serves as an amalgamator of all consumer accounts, enabling users to conduct transactions across all of their accounts
from a single mobile application or web interface.

 Security is an additional benefit to the enormous convenience of not needing to log into numerous protected websites and
services. By creating a special virtual address that is identical to their existing email addresses, users of UPI can make or
“collect” payments without having to disclose their bank account information.

Digital Payments in India

 The volume of digital payments in India has increased by 33% year-on-year (YoY) during the financial year (FY) 2021-2022.
NPCI’s unified payment interface (UPI) was the most used platform for digital transactions during the period, accounting for
452.75 crore transactions with a value of ¹ 8.27 lakh crore, until the end of February.

 According to NPCI, the total volume of UPI transactions during the month of February, 2022 was almost twice the transactions
seen a year ago. In February 2021, 229.2 crore UPI transactions worth ¹ 4.25 lakh crore were made.

 The use of digital payment apps in India has grown considerably, especially after the pandemic, which forced people to stay
indoors and order food and other items through online platforms. To avoid contact with delivery agents, many of the online
stores and aggregator platforms had blocked cash
payments.

Virtual payment address- a new paradigm in security

 With UPI, there is no longer any need to share private
information like account numbers, social security
numbers, or critical pin codes.

 Consumers will find the entire process to be very helpful
because of special instructions like establishing an upper
limit for payments on particular handles, restricting which
stores or outlets a particular handle may be used at, and
standing payment instructions.
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 Single interface convenience or interoperability
 With UPI, the bank may now be viewed by a customer as a single entity, doing away entirely with the need to

switch between various banking apps and remember multiple user IDs and passwords for each of them.
 Probably the single strongest incentive for customers to adopt the procedure is the promise of interoperability.

 Critical financial inclusions
 The ability to use universal identifiers like the Aadhaar number to collect payment has the biggest societal benefit

of the UPI procedure.
 This has the ability to alter how the less fortunate groups in society do business and get government assistance.

 Focus on All stakeholders
 UPI benefits all parties involved. With the enormous convenience of managing all of their bank accounts from a

single unified interface, consumers are likely to benefit the most.
 Banks will function as “open-ended wallets” with UPI acting as an aggregator.
 UPI 2.0 UPI already provides real-time payments, pull requests, interoperability, and the security of a virtual

payment address.

What Helped The Wider Acceptance of UPI?

 Actual UPI-based real-time instant Indian payment transaction volumes climbed 22% over predicted levels.

 UPI and IMPS accounted for 31.3 percent of all transactions in the nation with 48.6 billion transactions.

 India has traditionally excelled at developing superior payment systems. India has also excelled in taking the lead in
accounting for the largest number of global real-time transactions carried out in 2021 in a world where digital real-time
payments are given the utmost priority.

Factors that led to the wider use of UPI transactions.

 Covid-19: The Covid-19 compelled people to conduct business online, and as a result, the UPI’s demographic appeal
increased to include more senior people who had previously been hesitant to use it.

 Much More Embedded: Due to the wide variety of banking and finance applications that use it, the UPI and IMPS are now
more deeply ingrained in the Indian financial and banking environment.

 Newer Use Cases: Several more recent use cases of UPI were made possible by technological advancements made by
market parties. Payments utilising QR codes, card-free cash withdrawals using UPI, e-RUPI, the launch of UPI service in
Singapore and the United Arab Emirates are a few examples4 of such advancements.

Safety Concerns of UPI

 The UPI payment method is completely secure. One merely needs to be aware of proper platform usage techniques.

 There is extremely little likelihood of fraud occuring on this platform because all payments are made either using a QR code
or a mobile number and a pin number.

 UPI employs a two-factor authentication strategy to ensure that transactions go through successfully. The NPCI asserts
that UPI is the safest and most secure way of payment.

 There have only been a very few UPI-related frauds reported in India when it comes to economic frauds that are taking place
there.

Will UPI become the primary mode of digital payments?

 Even while UPI transactions have performed incredibly well, there is still a long way to go before it becomes a true
worldwide payment method.

 Despite being highly popular in their home nations, several of the other payment methods’ user interfaces vary depending
on the region.

UPI as an alternative to SWIFT

 When Russia invaded Ukraine, the United States and its European allies placed sanctions on it, and the global payments
facilitator SWIFT kicked Russia out of its network. The Russian economy and international trade were both significantly
impacted by this.

 SWIFT alternatives had to be found quickly by nations like India, which prompted the development of a rupee-based
system for international trade settlements.

 The Reserve Bank of India’s action was interpreted as an effort to end the dominance of the euro and dollar in international
payments.
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Challenges Ahead

 The government will also need to address UPI’s architectural disparities with other nations. Interoperability must be
overcome by every nation hoping to create its own payment system, though.

 NPCI might find SWIFT’s size intimidating. Fraud or mistakes in real-time payments are the biggest obstacle to UPI
implementation.

 There have been numerous instances of consumers being defrauded through digital transactions, and real-time payments
are especially susceptible to social engineering crimes.

 India can use NIPL for tech diplomacy and to assist in establishing global payment systems. The removal of Russian banks
from SWIFT amid the conflict in Ukraine has raised concerns among other nations about US hegemony over international
payments. A second international payment channel for the EU has been suggested by Germany.

 After Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s demonetisation decision, when the government also pushed for a paperless economy
and promoted digital payments, the NPCI’s idea blossomed. But it’s still unclear how a similar situation may play out in
different areas.

Steps needed to promote UPI

 Payment settlements are a crucial sector of economic activity with significant effects on society, the world, and the country.

 Payments enablement plays a crucial function, thus it is crucial that it has a healthy and diversified participation and resists
market concentration or domination.

 Impact of such dependence has been felt forcefully, leading to accusations against top app shops that they are abusing
their power to charge app creators excessive commission fees for payment settlements.

 It is crucial for NPCI to have visibility into and high trust from digital-payment enablers regarding their strategies for
ensuring compliance with the threshold-cap as UPI continues to expand.

 India must adhere to compliance regulations and set aggressive UPI market share thresholds in order to safeguard the
family-jewel of its payment infrastructure.

 These issues must be protected in the framework of UPI to prevent a small number of players from seizing control of the
nation’s high-potential proprietary technology.

 Analysis of the market trajectories of technology platforms across geographies has clearly demonstrated that it is difficult
for new entrants to gain a healthy market share due to network effects and early-mover advantages.

Conclusion

UPI, one of the most popular digital public goods (DPGs), is the best thing to have ever happened to a Bharat where the general
people has mostly been excluded from the benefits of innovation. Other Asian markets including Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam are
also on NPCI’s radar. UPI has a chance to be the first made in India product to make waves in the payments industry. This will instil
enormous confidence in the Indian government, which is making a great effort to position India as a manufacturing and innovation
hub.
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Background
 Bihar  has  immense  potential:

Availability of adequate employment
opportunities for the people in an
economy holds the key to overall
prosperity of the society. Bihar has a
large population and correspondingly
a large working-age population. A large
working-age population in the state
holds immense potential to contribute
in development process.

 Low  Industrial  Base: Historically,
Bihar’s economy has been a
disadvantaged one, primarily due to
the persistence of low-productivity
and limited diversification in
agriculture sector in the state, low
industrial base in the state and scant services sector. Due to the lack of sectoral dynamism in the state, generation of
adequate employment opportunities has remained low.

 Subsistence Agrarian Economy: Being an agrarian economy, a large section of the working-age population (around 74
percent of the workforce in the state, according to Bihar Economic Survey 2021-22) is engaged in agriculture and allied
activities, in the absence of opportunities in other sectors.

Status of Unemployment in Bihar
 We are using the PLFS, conducted for the year 2019-20, to assess the size and details of labour force and work force in Bihar.

Focus is on three indicators viz. labour force participation rate (LFPR), worker population ratio (WPR) and unemployment
rate (UR) to assess the employment/ unemployment situation in the state.

 LFPR, for both male (75.1 percent) and female (9.7 percent), is lower in Bihar, as compared to the all-India average of 81.2
percent for male and 32.3 percent for female.

 Low WPR: The numbers reflect the need of long-term measures to bring more adult women within the domain of the
economic activities to fulfil the objective of inclusive development in Bihar. WPR in Bihar stood at 40.1 percent (70.5 percent
for male and 9.5 percent for female) as against the national average of 53.9 percent (76.7 percent for male and 30.9 percent for
female).

 High Dependency Ratio: Bihar has a high dependency ratio of 62 percent, as compared to the national average of 46.4
percent. UR, defined as the proportion of population unemployed among those in the labour force, stood higher at 5.7
percent than the all-India average of 5.2 percent. The unemployment rate among male and female labour force in Bihar stood
at 6.2 percent and 1.8 percent respectively (5.7 percent combined) in 2019-20, according to PLFS for 2019-20.

 Pattern of Employment in Bihar: To analyse the pattern of employment in Bihar, i.e., in terms of self-employment, regular
wage/salary employment, and casual labour, it was observed that around 59.9 percent of male workers in Bihar self-
employed, around 30.8 percent were engaged as casual workers and only 9.3 percent of male workers were in regular wage/
salary employment in the state. The all-India average for regular wage/salaried employment was 22.6 percent.

 Sectoral Distribution of Workforce in Bihar : In terms of sectoral distribution of workforce in Bihar, the industries which
absorbed the majority of male workers in Bihar were: agriculture, forestry & fisheries (45.9 percent), construction (21
percent), wholesale & retail trade, mechanic (13.5 percent). In case of female workers, more than 65 percent were engaged in
agriculture, forestry & fisheries. Around 47.1 percent of workers were engaged in the primary sector in Bihar, 23.9 percent in
the secondary sector whereas the share of tertiary sector employment in the state stood at 29 percent.

Important Concepts

 Labour force: It consists of persons of age 15 years or older, who are either employed or are unemployed and are willing
to work and are actively looking for a job.

 Labour Force participation Rate (LFPR): The percentage of working-age (15 years or older) population that is seeking to
be gainfully employed. It includes both; those who are employed as well as those who are unemployed but looking or
available for work.
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 Workforce: It is the number of people employed in the population.
 Unemployment Rate (UER): It is the percentage of people unemployed among the those in the labour force.
 Employment Rate (ER): It refers to the total number of employed people as a proportion of the working-age population.
Gender Dimension of Unemployment: The ‘Missing Women’ in Bihar’s Growth Story

There are a greater number of girls attending
school, college in the state than before. However, the
proportion of women who get employed and get paid
is low and continues to decline over the years. As a
result, the absorption of women in the workforce, as
compared to men still remains much less. There are
certain reasons:

 Working conditions: Ideal work conditions
for women such as proper law and order in
the society, efficient means of public
transport, absence of crimes against women,
supportive societal norms are conspicuous
by absence.

 Caregiving: Women’s role as primary caregivers and ownership of domestic chores is a major reason for low participation
of women in the workforce in the country.

 Cultural norms: Deeply-rooted norms in the society and a rigid patriarchy have apparently limited the participation of
women in labour force in India, depriving the country of almost half of its potential.

 Mechanisation of agriculture: In rural areas, most women were involved in agriculture jobs. With mechanisation of agriculture
in the countryside, there has been an immense loss of employment opportunities, even though seasonal, especially for
women, in rural areas. Given that India’s manufacturing sector is not labour-intensive, it has been difficult to compensate
women who got displaced from agricultural jobs.

Employment vs. Employability: Skilling Holds the Key
 Youthful Bihar: Age structure is an important dimension of population of any country or state. With declining fertility

(birth rates) and improving life expectancy in the state, Bihar will be witnessing a peak in its young population in the years
ahead.
 According to data from Bihar Economic Survey 2021-22, by the year 2036, the estimated number of people in the age

group of 15 -59 years (working-age population) in Bihar will be 9.18 million.
 Favourable Demography: This will be around 61.4 percent of the total estimated population of about 15 crores of Bihar by

2036. With such a favourable demography, Bihar can be the country’s largest pool of human resource. However, for Bihar
to convert this pool of potential human resource into human capital, it will require policymakers to have a steadfast focus
on education and skilling.

 Skilling Youth of Bihar: States such as Bihar, with a huge youth population, can be the torchbearer in this regard. It will
require the state government to equip its labour force across different age groups with employable skills that matches the
requirements of an exponentially changing technological ecosystem. Education along with vocational training will go a
long way in making the youth population in the state employable.

Employment Generation Programmes of Bihar Government
 Aarthik Hal, Yuvaon Ko Bal - it is one of the seven pillars of Saat Nischay Yojana. The objective of the sub-scheme

is to enable the youth of Bihar become self-reliant by improving their competency through creating opportunities
for education and skill development and better employability. These schemes include the following components:
 Bihar Student Credit Card Scheme.
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 Mukhyamantri Nishchay Swayam Sahayata Bhatta Yojana.
 Kushal Yuva Program.
 Bihar Start Up Policy.
 Provision of free internet facilities through Wi-Fi in all Government universities and colleges in the state.

 Bihar Mukhyamantri Udyami Yojana: Launched in 2021, it is an initiative aimed at reducing high unemployment rates by
promoting and helping diverse social groups establish businesses. It has two sub-schemes: the Mukhyamantri Mahila
Udyami Yojna (MMUY) and the Mukhyamantri Yuva Udyami Yojana (MYUY), with the objective to provide employment
opportunities to women and youth in Bihar.

 Employment and Livelihood: The most prominent scheme in this regard is the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) which aims at enhancing the livelihood security of people in rural areas by guaranteeing
hundred days of wage-employment in a financial year to a rural household whose adult members volunteer to do unskilled
manual work.

 Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP): A major credit-linked subsidy scheme launched by
merging two schemes namely Prime Minister’s Rojgar Yojana (PMRY) and Rural Employment Generation Programme (REGP)
for generating employment opportunities by establishing micro-enterprises in urban and rural areas in the non-farm sector.
Launched in 2008, it is a central sector scheme administered by the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, the
programme allows entrepreneurs to set up factories or units in urban or rural areas in the country.

Challenges in Employment Generation in Bihar
 Bihar’s economy has been characterized by one with a double-digit rate of growth, but with a massive unemployment

challenge. While the state’s economy has grown in double digits in the last few years, unemployment continues to rise,
especially after the COVID-19 induced lockdown, when many labourers who had migrated to other states returned to Bihar.

 The challenges in employment generation include the following:
 Huge Population burden: Bihar is a laggard when it comes to controlling population growth in India. Total fertility rate (TFR)

for Bihar in 2018 was 3.2. This is the highest among the eight large states where TFR is greater than 2.1, referred to as the
replacement fertility level (represents the average number of children a woman would need to have to maintain the population).
Between the 2001 and 2011 Census exercise,
 High Decadal Population Growth: Bihar recorded a 25.4 percent growth in population in the state. More people mean

more mouths to feed, more demand for jobs and a host of social problems, unemployment being a prominent one.
 Missing  industrial  sector  in Bihar: Manufacturing jobs are the answer to gigantic unemployment problem of Bihar.

However, the scant presence of industries in the state poses a big question mark on its industrial policy! Lack of a vibrant
industrial sector adds to the unemployment woes in the state.

 An overburdened  agriculture  sector:  Agriculture sector in Bihar is characterised by the phenomenon of disguised
unemployment (a phenomenon of having more number of people that required). With low public investment in agriculture
towards capacity building, agriculture sector in the state continues to remain in a subsistence mode devoid of scientific
inputs.

 Poor infrastructure base in the state: To attract private investments in the state, it requires the pre-existence of some basic
infrastructure in the forms of bijli, sadak and paani (electricity, roads and water). Though, things have started improving
off late, there remains much to be achieved. The economic and social infrastructure in the state is poor and requires attention.

 Unskilled labour force: Even if industries were to come up in Bihar, the labour force in the state figures poorly in terms of
employability. The skill set of labour force in the state is very poor and lacking in comparison to the industrial requirements.

 Large reserve of the unemployed: According to data from Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE), a Mumbai-based
organisation that monitors economic activity in the country, the unemployment rate in Bihar stood at 18.8 percent in July
2022. What is more worrying is the fact that a huge chunk of the problem is that of youth unemployment (those in the age
group of 15-29 years). With such a scale, it might present really challenging situation for the policymakers to come out with
a solution. Owing to a high dependency in agriculture and scant presence of industrial sector in the state, combined with a
low state  spending on creating the required economic and social infrastructure in the state, the future looks bleak, unless the
state government does something specific about it.

Avenues for Employment Generation in Bihar
Given the pool of potential human resource in the state, creation of gainful employment opportunities holds the key to

realising the immense economic potential. The thrust areas for employment generation in the state may include the following:
 Manufacturing could be the key for job creation in Bihar: According to a report from CARE Ratings, Bihar had a low share

of India’s factories — only 1.5 per cent as of 2017-18. In Bihar, the share of manufacturing in the total gross state domestic
product (GSDP) was as low as 8.7 per cent in 2017-18, while the all-India figure was 17.4 per cent. “This is a fallout of the lower
share of manufacturing in GSDP, given that manufacturing has the potential of attracting higher investment, which in turn
generates more employment. The government needs to focus on providing the right incentives to enable the same,” the
report said.

 Increase Investment: Higher investment in the state will not come on its own, the state government needs to provide bijli,
sadak and paani (electricity, roads and water). Private sector investment can create employment, but for that again, there has
to be some initial investment from the government.
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 Labour-intensive manufacturing sector:  Not only manufacturing will help, it has to be labour-intensive manufacturing. For
a labour-surplus state like Bihar, the current job crisis in the state is in large part the result of the absence of a labour-
intensive manufacturing sector. It is strongly recommended to develop labour-intensive manufacturing such as textiles,
apparel, leather, footwear, engineering goods, refined petroleum products to absorb the millions entering the labour force
each year, but also those moving out of agriculture.

 Agri-centric model of economic transformation: Tapping agriculture sector will not only contribute to immense value
addition, but also towards remunerative employment generation. Achieving high and sustainable growth in the agriculture
sector is essential to create employment opportunities, both inside and outside agriculture, and improve rural income,
especially for the poor.

 Agro-Allied Sectors in Bihar: Agriculture and allied sector hold immense potential which remains untapped. Sub-sectors
such as food processing industries (FPIs), pisciculture, dairy industry, meat industry hold immense untapped potential,
given the change in dietary habits towards more protein-based diets.

 CapEx Model of Development: Sustained investment in creating capital infrastructure in the state economy viz roads,
railways, freight corridors, thermal power plants, dams, renewable energy projects will have a multiplier effect in the state
economy in terms of output and employment generation.

 Encourage Private Sector Investment: Investment in these areas will create favourable conditions for drawing in private
sector investments into manufacturing and foster job creation and growth. Besides focus on hard capital expenditure,
critical areas such as education, healthcare, urban infrastructure should be accorded equal emphasis in the state.

 Creation of public assets and investment in human capital: In this regard, the approach has to be focused on dramatic
expansion of basic public services. These may include expanding the number of health workers, teachers, anganwadi
workers (ASHA workers).

 Green jobs: Urban agglomerations face a number of problems of waste generation, water stress, declining green cover
among others. Taking of example of state’s capital city, Patna, it is very much crowded and in a dire need of provisioning of
basic services. These areas have been traditionally under the remit of public services. Services such as water management,
waste management, water conservation, greening of urban agglomerations can open a number of job opportunities.

Related Constitutional Provision
 Art.41 : Right to Work: State shall make effective provision for securing the right to work, to education and to public

assistance in cases of unemployment.
 Art.43A :Participation of workers in management of industries. The State shall take steps, by suitable legislation or in any

other way, to secure the participation of workers in the management of undertakings
SDG Goals
 SDG 1 : No Poverty – Employment will increase income level of the poor and help in poverty alleviation.
 SDG 10: Gender Equality  - Availability of work will help in gender parity and women empowerment.
 SDG 8: Decent work and Economic Growth- Availability of decent work will boost economic growth and further investment

and employment generation in the State.

Way Forward
 Provide Quality Education: Bihar’s young and growing population requires good quality education and remunerative good

quality jobs. For the state of a burgeoning young population, providing ample employment opportunities remains the most
formidable challenge before the government. The challenge got strengthened in the wake of COVID-19 pandemic.

 Focus should on labour intensive sectors: As suggested by experts, Bihar’s unemployment problem has to find the solution
in manufacturing sector; especially labour-intensive manufacturing. Catalysing the manufacturing sector holds the key to
meeting the unemployment challenge in the state economy.

 Ease labour law & land availability: Boosting the manufacturing sector will require enabling reforms such as reforming the
labour laws to encourage labour-intensive manufacturing in the state, easy availability of land for setting up manufacturing
units, employment-in the right direction.

 Skilling Youth : However, skilling programmes enunciated by the government have to be evaluated from time to time to
measure their effectiveness and outcomes. It is immensely important to channel the demographic bulge in the state into
productive human capital failing which the demographic dividend runs the danger of turning into demographic disaster.
Providing gainful employment opportunities through creation of ample avenues of employment holds the key to sustaining
the growth momentum and making it inclusive.

Conclusion
 Historically, due to low industrial development and existence of few skill-based services sector, a large share of this

working-age population has also been migrating to other states in the country as well as to foreign countries in search of
remunerative employment opportunities. The COVID-19 pandemic made matters worse for policymakers worldwide as to
how to solve the unemployment challenge. The abundance of human resources in Bihar requires creation of large-scale and
diversified employment opportunities to be able to contribute meaningfully.
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Context
India’s first ever Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) report 2021, prepared by the government think tank NITI Aayog,

found that more than 50% of the population in Bihar is multidimensionally poor.  The report puts the all-India poverty ratio  at 25.01%.
The report is significant on account of its approach to measure poverty in the country by focusing on important dimensions of
poverty besides income.

Major Findings of the Report:
 As per the MPI report 2021, among states, Bihar had the highest proportion of people — at 51.91% of its population — who

are multidimensionally poor. Eleven districts in Bihar had poverty ratio above 60%, with highest rate of 64.75% in Kishanganj,
followed by Araria (64.65%), Madhepura (64.43%), Purbi Champaran (64.13), and Supaul (64.10%). The lowest poverty ratio
in the state was in Patna at 29.20%, followed by Bhojpur (40.50%), Siwan (40.55%), Rohtas (40.74%), and Munger (40.99%).

What is Poverty and How it is measured.
 Definition of Poverty: Poverty is the state of a person or a household being unable to meet even basic requirements of life

of food, shelter, and clothing. In other words, poverty can be defined as a condition in which an individual or a household
lacks the financial resources to afford a basic minimum standard of living.

 Types of Poverty: Poverty can be classified as absolute poverty and relative poverty. Absolute poverty is a situation where
in household income is below a necessary level to maintain basic living standards (food, shelter, housing).  On the other
hand, when poverty is measured in relative terms, such as income or consumption of other people in the society, that is,
the median income of the society, it is called relative poverty.

 The multidimensional approach to measure poverty seeks to understand poverty beyond monetary deprivations (lack of
sufficient income) by including access to education, health services and basic infrastructure.

 Approach to Measure Poverty : The conventional approach to
measure poverty is to specify a minimum expenditure (or
income) required to purchase a basket of goods and services
necessary to satisfy basic human needs. This minimum
expenditure (or income) is called the poverty line.

 Poverty Line Method: The extent of poverty can be measured in
terms of the number of people living below this line (with
the incidence of poverty expressed as the head count ratio (HCR)
or the poverty ratio - number of poor to the total
population expressed as percentage).

 Recommendation of Tendulkar Committee: The expert group under
the chairmanship of Suresh Tendulkar, constituted
in 2005 (submitted its report in 2009), recommended a poverty line
of Rs 32 and Rs 26 a day for urban and rural areas respectively in
the country.

 Based on Living Standard: Globally, different countries use different methods for measuring the extent of poverty but the
underlying principle remains the same - a poverty line is calculated based on of consumption (income) required for
maintaining some minimum standard of living in the country. For example, the World Bank has set the new international
poverty line at $2.15 per person per day using 2017 prices. In other words, anyone living on less than $2.15 a day is
considered to be living in extreme poverty.

 Multi-Dimensional Poverty Index (MPI): The MPI seeks to measure poverty across its three equally weighted dimensions
health, education, and standard of living. These three dimensions are represented by 12 indicators: nutrition, child and
adolescent mortality, antenatal care, years of schooling, school attendance, cooking fuel, sanitation, drinking water,
electricity, housing, assets and bank account.

Trends of Poverty in Bihar
 Bihar has witnessed a consistent decline in the extent of poverty in the state, in both rural and urban areas.
 Urban Poverty: For rural areas, poverty ratio declined from 58.2 percent 1993-94 to 44.3 percent in 1999-2000, increasing

hence forth to 55.7 per cent in 2004-05, only to decline to 34.1 percent in 2011-12.
 Rural Poverty: For urban areas, poverty ratio declined from 34.5 percent in 1993-94 to 32.9 percent in 1999-2000, increasing

back to 43.7 percent in 2004-05 before declining to 31.2 percent in 2011-12.
 On a combined note, poverty ration in the state declined from 55.0 percent in 1993-94 to 33.7 percent in 2011-12.
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 Poverty Ratio: The poverty ratios for Bihar, using the Tendulkar Committee methodology are much higher than at the all-
India level, which stood at 21.9 percent. However, the pace of poverty reduction, as measured by the difference between the
poverty ratios in 2004-05 and 2011-12, was higher in Bihar than at the all-India level.

 Furthermore, it is also observed that the reduction in the poverty ratio between the time period 2004-05 to 2011-12 in rural
areas of Bihar (21.6 percentage points) was higher than that in the urban areas (12.5 percentage points). The difference
between Bihar and all-India average for the poverty ratio is more for urban areas (17.5 percentage points) compared to the
rural areas (8.4 percentage points) for the same time period.

 Causes of Poverty in Bihar
 The various reasons for prevalence of poverty in Bihar can be studied under the following dimensions:
Economic Factors:
 Low per capita income of people in the state has been a factor in keeping the poor people in poverty trap. In other words,

poverty breeds poverty.
 High dependence on agriculture sector for livelihood has resulted in

keeping the poor people, especially in rural areas, in a low-income, low-
saving environment.

 Uneconomic subsistence agriculture devoid of modern technology has
resulted in keeping the returns from agriculture very low and marginal,
resulting in keeping the rural folk in a perpetual state of povety.

 Near  absence  of  industrial  sector  in  the  state has resulted in
overburdening the agriculture sector and keeping the rural population
trapped in a low income, low-saving scenario.

 Low fiscal capacity of the state government (low resource base in the
state) has constrained the ability of the government to spend on welfare
programmes to an extent desired, especially for a poor state like Bihar.

 Lack of employability of the human resources in the state due to lack
of poor industry-oriented skill-sets has caused joblessness and our youth not getting involved productively in the economy.

 Huge population burden has resulted in thinning the government efforts towards poverty alleviation as well as straining the
existing economic and social infrastructure.

Social Factors:
 High extent of illiteracy in the state population has caused a major chunk of population to remain in the perpetual cycle of poverty.

 Poor human resource development due to weak social infrastructure in the state has resulted in people failing to get
involved in productive employment opportunities.

 A high fertility rate (more than the national average) in the state has resulting in exponential growth of population, causing
widespread poverty and draining society’s resources.

 Poor social infrastructure in the state (schools, colleges, hospitals) has resulted in high incidence of disease burden and
resultant out-of-pocket expenditure on health, perpetuating poverty.

 Fragmented society deeply divided on caste lines has a role to play in keeping the menace of poverty alive.
Political Factors:
 Lack of development-oriented politics in the state has been instrumental in keeping Bihar a laggard state while other states

in the country have achieved substantial economic and social progress over a period of time.
 Political considerations driven by caste equation, rather than development narrative, highly rampant in Bihar, has been a

drag on the growth prospects of the state.
 Lack of a visionary leader in the state (unlike other states/UTs such as Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Delhi)

has caused Bihar to remain backward, while other states will similar economic and social characteristics, have leaped ahead.
Cultural Factors:
 A fragmented society divided along caste lines has been a peculiar characteristic of the northern Hindi belt, especially Bihar

and Uttar Pradesh. Cast factor has been instrumental in keeping the poverty trap active.
 Social ills such as untouchability, child marriages and resultant high fertility have been causal factors in perpetuating poverty.
Environmental Factors:
 Frequent flooding (Annual phenomenon) in northern Bihar districts plays a destabilizing role in disrupting the lives and

livelihoods in these districts. As such, it greatly hampers the development prospects in these districts.
 Droughts in the districts of south Bihar affecting agriculture sector causes strain on the state finances as state government

has to announce drought packages almost every year for drought-affected districts, thereby constraining an already stretched
government treasury.
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 Climate change and resultant unpredictability of rainfall pattern has greatly hampered agricultural production and productivity
in the state, exacerbating the poverty scenario and posing challenges in the forms of food security, livelihood of people in
the state.

Poverty Alleviation Programmes Undertaken by Government
 JEEViKA (an initiative of Government of Bihar for poverty

alleviation): in a state like Bihar, where close to 90 percent of
the population lives in rural areas, rural development is the
most important component of the development narrative in
the state. To address both the economic and social needs of
the rural population, Government of Bihar has launched
JEEViKA programme, which is mainly focused in livelihood
needs of the rural population. It has made substantial
contribution in this regard in recent years.

 Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
(MGNREGA) Scheme: It is a social security programme, being
run in the entire country, seeks to enhance livelihood security
in rural areas by providing 100 days of guaranteed wage
employment to every household whose adult family member
volunteer to participate in unskilled or manual work.

 Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana Gramin (PMAY-G): Previously
known Indira Awaas Yojana (IAY), PMAY-G was launched by the Central Government to provide affordable housing for all
in the rural areas by 2022. The Socio-economic and Caste Census is considered to be basis for the identification of the
beneficiaries of the scheme. To achieve the target, a financial assistance is provided to the homeless households and those
with old houses to construct pucca houses. PMAY has proved to be catalytic in poverty reduction in the country, especially
in poorer states like Bihar.

 Public Distribution System: To ensure the food security of the poor and marginalized population, the program of PDS was
started with the main objective of providing affordable and accessible essential food and non-food items to the poor. The
program has proved immensely successful in ensuring the food security of poor population in the entire country. With a
high incidence of rural poverty in the state, PDS programme has proved highly effective in ensuring food security of the
poor and vulnerable population in Bihar.

 Deendayal Antyoday Yojana – National Urban Livelihood Mission: To reduce poverty and vulnerability of the urban poor
households by providing them with gainful self-employment or skilled wage employment opportunities, the mission aims to
build strong grass root-level for the poor. The mission also aims to address livelihood concerns of the urban street vendors
by facilitating them access to suitable space, institutional credit, social security and skills for accessing emerging market
opportunities.

 Mukhyamantri Saat Nishchay Yojana: The ‘Saat Nishchay’ (Seven Resolves) scheme, launched in 2015, aims at improving
the lives of the people and making them self-reliant.
 Saat Nischay Part I included the following components — welfare of youth, women employment, supply of electricity

to all households, clean drinking water, road connectivity, toilet facility, and provision of higher technical education.
 Saat Nischay Yojana part II has been launched in 2022 with the following components: employment and skill development

for youth (Yuva Shakti, Bihar ki Pragati), women empowerment (Shashakt Mahila, Saksham Mahila), agriculture and
irrigation (Har Khet Ko Sinchai Ke liye Paani), cleanliness (Swachh Gaon, Samridhh Gaon) and (Swachh Shahar, Biksit
Shahar), infrastructure (Sulabh Samparkata) and health facilities (Sabke liye Swasthya Suvidha). Working on these
seven resolves, the government aims to stimulate the development trajectory in the state.

Why Poverty has continued to persist in the state
 N.K. Singh, chairman of the Fifteenth Finance Commission (FC) once wrote that the word Bihar conjures an image of

poverty, backwardness, violence and failed governance. Media coverage of the state seems to expect the worst: more
corruption, more violence at the polls, more poverty and so on. Thankfully, things have improved with the passage of time,
be it governance, law & order among others.

 However, the menace of poverty has continued to persist, despite of the numerous poverty alleviation programmes of the
government in the state. We analyse some the reason for persistence of poverty in the state below:

 A burgeoning population in the state: As reflected by successive Census surveys, population growth has been very rapid
in the state. For example, the state population witnessed an increase of around 25.4 percent between the 2011 and 2001
Census exercise.
 High Fertility Rate: The fertility rate (births per woman) in the state at 3.10 continues to remain way above the national

average of 2.20. Huge population burden causes a stress on the already strained economic and social infrastructure in
the state. The government poverty alleviation interventions get thinned, resulting in a meager performance. In other
words, a rapidly increasing population makes the task of poverty alleviation difficult.
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 Social welfare programmes of the central and state government needs to be audited and modified suitably to serve their
objectives. DBT mechanism needs to be leveraged in disbursing the state financial support to the needy population and
reduce leakages.

 Building rural assets such as rural ponds and other traditional water bodies using MGNREGA funds can be greatly helpful
in assisting the agriculture sector for its irrigation needs without straining the groundwater. MGNREGA funds need to be
used judiciously for

 Inducements for population control through awareness programs are needed to prevent population explosion in the state.
Way Forward

 The recent turnaround in the state (in terms of high economic growth, i.e. the fastest growing state) has attracted national
attention. The need is to build upon this. Saat Nischay Progam (Part 1 & 2) of the state government is a step in the right
direction. The step to promote self-help groups (SHGs) through JEEViKA mission is another progressive step towards
poverty alleviation.

 Bihar has large population, high unemployment rate, and increasing social tension, arising from failure to meet development
aspirations, remain a daunting challenge for policymakers that goes beyond infrastructure, to institutions and governance.



60

Introduction
 Reservation for women in local government is a powerful tool for empowering women in politics. Women’s reservations

have undoubtedly altered the appearance of India’s town halls and municipal committees.
 It has been discovered that the State Act’s provision of one-third reservation of seats for women has enabled several

women who would otherwise be unable to enter politics to do so.
 With the inauguration of the constitution embodying the principles of democracy and a welfare state, and emphasizing the

governments in urban areas to promote social and economic development, the significance of urban local governments in
India has significantly increased in the post-independence era. It also reinforces the right to development for communities
living on the outskirts of cities.

Bihar’s women Reservation in Urban Local body
 Reservation for the posts of mayor and deputy mayor has been decided in the municipal elections to be held this year in

Bihar. Women will be mayors in 9 municipal corporations including Patna-Bhagalpur.
 In Patna, Ara, Darbhanga, Begusarai, Bettiah and Sararam municipal corporations, both the posts of mayor and deputy

mayor have been reserved for women. At the same time, in Bhagalpur, Katihar and Samastipur Municipal Corporation only
the post of mayor is reserved for women.

The significance of Nagaland govt’s green signal for 33% reservation for women in civic bodies
 Recently, Representatives from across the Naga society on Wednesday unanimously agreed that elections to urban local

bodies (ULBs) in Nagaland should be held with 33% reservation for women. They also appealed to negotiators of the
Naga political issue to heed people’s yearning for an early solution.

 It was decided in the meeting that ULB polls should be held as per the 74th amendment of the Constitution of India, which
grants 33 per cent reservation to women in ULBs.

Lady Mayor For Bhubaneswar
 Odisha is among twenty states where 50% of the elected seats in Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) are reserved for

women – higher than the minimum percentage stipulated in Clause (3) of Article 243D of the Constitution.
 The state is now on Election mode for Panchayats to elect over 50,000 women representatives to various PRIs of the state.
What is urban local governance?
 Urban governance refers to how governments (local, regional, and national) and stakeholders decide how to plan,

finance, and manage urban areas. It entails an ongoing process of negotiation and contestation over the distribution of
social and material resources, as well as political power.

 Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) are small local government entities that administer or govern a city or town with a specific
population. The state governments have delegated a plethora of functions to urban local bodies.

 In India, municipal institutions such as municipal corporations, committees, councils, cantonment boards, town and
notified area committees operate in towns and cities.

 Thus, the essential characteristics of a local government are:
(a) its statutory status
(b) its power to raise finance by taxation in the area under its jurisdiction
(c) participation of local community in decision making in specified subjects and their administration and,
(d) the freedom to act independently of central control.

Significance of Women in Urban Local Governance
 Women are better represented at the local level than at the state or national level, but they remain a minority at all levels

of government. Because women are more likely to enter local politics when running for public office, some see the
decentralisation process as beneficial to them.

 Reservation for women in local government is more than just a matter of getting a certain number. Municipal responsibilities
address both the practical and strategic needs of women.

 It also fosters their abilities to play their rightful roles in the development process, which makes a significant difference
given that local government is primarily concerned with citizens’ quality of life.

 The role of women in the political structure had remained largely unchanged. Because of a confluence of traditional
factors, their broad-based political participation has been severely limited. As a result, they were pushed to the margins of
the political process.

 The need for women’s seats in rural and urban local bodies stemmed largely from the fact that, even after a few decades
of independence, our country’s political parties failed to politically educate and mobilise women, and the parties still
reflected the traditional values of a patriarchal society in which women are viewed as physically, mentally, and intellectually
inferior to men.
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Current Status of Women in Indian Local Self Governance
 Women make up 14.44% of the Lok Sabha’s total membership, according to data compiled by the Inter-Parliamentary

Union, of which India is a member.
 According to the most recent Election Commission of India (ECI) data:

 Women make up 10.5% of Parliament’s total membership as of October 2021.
 The situation for women Members of Legislative Assemblies (MLAs) in India is even worse, with the

national average being a pathetic 9%.
 Women’s representation in Lok Sabha has not even increased by 10% in the last 75 years of independence.

 The 17th Lok Sabha, which represents a historic high in terms of women parliamentarians in India, still has an abysmal
14.6% female MPs, well below the global average of 25.5%.

 The World Economic Forum’s Gender Gap Index for 2021 ranks India at 140 out of 156 countries, a drop of 28 places from
112 in 2020. According to the report, the proportion of women in India’s Parliament remains stable at 14.4%, while the
proportion of women ministers fell from 23.1% to 9.1% between January 2019 and 2021.

A Study by the International Center for Research on Women (ICRW)
 According to an ICRW study, while women want to participate, they are hampered by factors such as a lack of literacy

skills and family support.
 The study examined women’s participation in panchayats in Alwar (Rajasthan) and Mysore (Karnataka).
 In Alwar, 35% of women said they wanted to work for development, while 50% said their family wanted them to run,

indicating a need for familial approval to enter the political arena.
 Surprisingly, 32% of men said their families wanted them to run for office. About 55% of women and 32% of men said

family members assisted them with panchayat work, emphasising their reliance on family.
 Domestic violence, alcoholism, and, to a lesser extent, school attendance were raised in the panchayat.
Women leading Local Governance
 Women’s representation in local government is one area of political representation that receives less attention but is

equally important (or Panchayats).
 As a result, women’s political representation and participation in rural India increased - more than a million women entered

governance roles, which was transformative in and of itself. There is a new SDGs indicator on the ‘proportion of seats held
by women in local governments,’ but there is no standardised system in place to provide comparable statistical evidence
across all countries and regions.

 Nonetheless, efficient and participatory local governance is critical to the success of policy prioritisation and implementation
– and having gender balance during the decision-making process is not only essential for equity but has also been shown
to be more impactful.

Example:
Take the example of Shyamdulari Devi, Ward Member, from Nawada district in Bihar, one of the poorest states who was part of
a leadership programme under Pahel, run by Centre for Catalyzing Change (C3). Travelling unaccompanied to another district
for a training was a milestone! Today she has mobilized women from her Musahar community to avail of immunization services
and institutional delivery. All of this would not have been possible had she not been part of a structured training and mentoring
initiative.

Is provision of reservation in 74th CAA truly inclusive for women in India?

 The Constitution (Seventy-fourth) Amendment Act is a watershed moment in Indian local government history. Since the
late 1980s, the Indian government has worked tirelessly to elevate local governments from their insignificant and insignificant
status to economically and politically viable units of self-government.

 The 74th Constitutional Amendment Act (CAA) includes several measures to ensure the decentralisation and empowerment
of the country’s urban local governments. For the first time in India, urban local bodies were granted constitutional status
with the passage of this amendment.

 Municipalities are the institutions of self-government in the new regime, with regularly elected bodies, devolution of
additional powers and functions, planning responsibilities, and a new system of fiscal transfers.

 The 74th Constitutional Amendment Act (CAA) includes a provision to make city government more inclusive by ensuring
the representation of women in local bodies through the implementation of a quota system.

 Not less than one-third of the seats in any municipality are now reserved for women, and these seats will be allocated to
different constituencies of the municipality by rotation.

 Seats are also reserved in each municipality for SCs and STs based on their population share of the town or city. There is
also a one-third reservation for women at the level of these local bodies’ chairpersons.

Challenges In Measuring Women Political Participation

Women’s political participation can be measured relatively easily using voting percentages and legislative elections. The task is
to estimate the actual participation of women in decision-making.
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Participation as a Proxy Candidate
 There is evidence that certain women were elected to the setup as a result of reservation policy, but they only served as the

mouthpiece for their male family members. This suggests that on-roll female participation may be higher than what is
currently observed on the ground.

 Women’s active participation is increasing as a result of awareness programmes and an increase in female education. There
is still a need to collect data at a more micro level so that women who are only acting as proxies can be identified.

Measurement of Decision-Making Initiatives
 The quantitative data on women’s political participation at the local level is available, but the qualitative data on aspects

of their active participation, including the use of decision-making functionality provided to them, is not properly quantified.
 Although the legislature has allowed for their large presence in the current state of affairs, their valuable essence in the

system has yet to be established in most places. Data on their sensitization to their rights and their use is still lacking.
 Attempts can be made to capture women’s debate performance, initiative in bringing legislation, and participation in other

aspects of the democratic process.
Limits and constraints that prevent women from participating equally with men in formal and informal forums
 Women’s participation in the political arena and decision-making roles is an important tool for empowerment as well as

monitoring political performance standards at the local level.
 However, there is a growing influence of money and muscle power, backroom dealings, communalisation, and criminalisation

in the current political process of entry into decision-making political institutions.
 In many ways, women and men elected representatives face similar challenges when they are elected. Above all,

understanding how to be a good local politician is essential.
 All new “recruits” need time to gain experience and understand the rules, regulations, and procedures governing the

administrative bureaucracy with which they now have to work - often quite closely in the urban service delivery system.
 The role of political representatives at the local level is demanding.
Major obstacles in effective participation at the local level
 Lack of orientation / training in urban development issues and municipal administration.
 No proper knowledge / orientation about municipal acts and rules and regulations.
 No prior experience about dealing with multidimensional urban development issues / civic issues and its complexities.
 Lack of knowledge about technical in-puts related to urban service delivery system.
 Lack of support from senior male / female colleagues in the party / municipal body.
 Less co-operation from municipal officials understanding about various facets of the budget, such as allocation of budget

at ward level (at central / ward level).
 Lack of party support and poor organisational structure.
 Lack of money and resources to sustain the electoral campaigns.
 Discrimination in decision-making at party level.
 Specific notions towards politics and political atmosphere.
 Fear and insecurity.

 Lack of confidence in public speaking.
    Criminalisation of politics and use of money power.
    Family responsibilities.

 UN Women SWEEPUN Women has been involved in a pre-election campaign called SWEEP or Strengthening Women’s
Empowerment through Electoral Processes that encourages women to contest from every seat, even beyond reservation.
The agenda of a pre-election campaign is to put a spotlight on the issue of women’s participation and leadership during
panchayat elections.

Impact of gender reservation in Indian Urban Local Bodies
Pros of ULB gender reservation
 While the proposed Women’s Reservation Bill awaits approval in Parliament and generates debate on its benefits

and drawbacks, a critical look at what gender reservations have achieved at the local level is natural.
 To begin with the positives, it is clear that local gender reservations have drawn tens of thousands of women from

the kitchen and home in each five-yearly election, catapulting them into the arena of local politics.
 They would not have become a part of electoral democracy without the Constitutional mandate. As a result, this

has undoubtedly been a shot in the arm for women’s empowerment and gender equality.
Cons of ULB gender reservation
 Gender reservations at the local level have failed to provide a platform for women to enter state and national

politics, and the number of women elected at the state and national levels has remained stagnant.
 Despite the reservation’s effective implementation for over two decades, gender inequalities persist in party

hierarchies, and women continue to be barred from key governance positions.
 Despite the gender reservation system, historic gender inequalities are too entrenched to be completely eradicated.
 Within the ULBs, one can see widespread tokenism in gender-reserved seats, where wives of councillors have

stepped into the shoes of husbands who have been blocked by gender reservation.
 As elected wives serve as their husbands’ proxies, husbands continue to have power over the wards.
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 When it comes to women’s political participation, political parties are crucial. In the selection process, the candidates
Who are nominated and are most likely to win are chosen by the parties.

 Unfortunately, these disparities have been maintained inside the hierarchies of political organisations themselves,
and women are prevented from holding important positions.

Going Beyond Women Empowerment:
Objectives of gender reservation in ULBs must see the bigger picture, which is more than ‘women empowerment’ and
‘gender justice’.
 More focus on women-centric issues: Despite women constitutes almost half of the city population, it is unfortunate

to see that no attention has been given by the women councillors to the problems which are mainly women-centric.
Issues related to urban women needs should be given much-needed attention.

 Improving the contribution: Steps need to be taken to towards improving the contribution of the women workforce
in Indian cities.

 Easy  access  to  required  service: Access to housing and public transport from homes to workplaces should be
provided to both low wage employees and those who work from offices.

 Strong  support  system: Women with small children need a support system that can take care of their children,
enabling them to pursue employment activities.

 Assistance through support services to women-led households, where they are the sole providers.
 Shelter  and  support  programmes for elderly and abandoned women. Also including the women that have been

subjected to domestic violence.
Conclusion

 Women’s political participation is crucial in determining the position of women in any given nation. In India, women are
held up as the model of strength and sacrifice. nevertheless, when it comes to giving them control. The male counterparts
are reluctant since it raises a genuine concern about overwhelming their skills and abilities.

 There is a definite need for capacity building programmes that specifically target female councillors to help them accomplish
their routine duties as well as actively advocate in the ULBs for the specific needs of women citizens. Although gender
justice and empowerment of women are very important, they must also improve the lives of women in urban areas.
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“Woman, I hold, is the personification of self-sacrifice, but unfortunately today she does not realize what tremendous
advantage she has over man.” – M.K. Gandhi
         Real Picture of Women in Legislature

 According to the Union’s press statement on the yearly report released on March 5, the proportion of women in national
legislatures increased by nearly one percentage point to 24.3% in 2018. According to the report, the global share of women
in parliament continues to rise, standing at 18.3% in 2008 and 11.3% in 1995.

 As of June this year, India ranked 148th out of 193 countries in terms of the percentage of elected women representatives
in national legislatures.

 According to the same data, while the global average for “lower chamber or unicameral” is 25.8 percent, India stands at
14.4 percent, with women constituting 78 of the 543 Lok Sabha representatives elected in 2019, the highest number to date.

 According to the IPU’s latest ‘Women in Parliament in 2021’ report, the global proportion of female parliamentarians has
risen by 0.6 percentage point to 26.1 percent.

 The Indian parliament is bicameral, with women constituting 11.6 percent of the upper house, or Rajya Sabha.
         Significance of Women’s participation in Democratic System

 Well aware of real issues: Women are actively involved in household and community work and hence well aware of real
issues faced by common people. This gives them insight and perspective which can be instrumental in sustainable overall
development.

 Act as encouragement: The presence of women in local governments serves as an encouragement for other women to enter
diverse professions and leads to breaking stereotypes of women’s roles in society and public space.

 Good Public Administrators: People had gained confidence in women as good public administrators and local government
representatives after seeing women making a positive difference in other people’s life.

 Much Sincerity and Commitment: The society acknowledges the sincerity and commitment of women to their duties and
their resistance to criminalization of politics.

        Female representation in state assemblies even lower than Parliament
 While female representation in the Lok Sabha is low, it is even lower in state legislatures. According to data released by the

ministry of statistics and programme implementation in 2017, female representation in state assemblies was highest in Bihar,
Haryana, and Rajasthan (14%). There were no elected women representatives in Mizoram, Nagaland, or Puducherry.

Equal Participation of Women helps in achieving SDG Goals
SDG 5: Gender Equality:  Ensure women’s full and active participation and equal opportunities for leadership at all levels of
decision making in political, economic, and public life’’.
SDG 17- Partnership for the goals:  It needs to be achieved with the collective efforts of the international community. There
is no one-size-fits-all solution to ensure gender equality in politics

         17th Lok Sabha has the highest proportion of women
 Despite a peak of 14.39% of women legislators in the Lok

Sabha in June 2019, India is still worse than 140 countries in
terms of female representation in Parliament. The global
average for the proportion of female parliamentarians was
24.6%.

 Independent India claims to be the world’s largest democracy,
one that is turbulent and vigorous while also constantly
evolving.

 Elections are the driving force behind Indian democracy. It is
held every five years with sufficient pomp and circumstance. Indian democracy thrives thanks to high levels of citizen
participation.

 Regardless of the people’s sneering disbelief and despondency in the country’s political institutions, including Parliament,
the Indian Parliament serves as a democratic theatre.

 Electoral democracies around the world face criticism for their substantive representation1, which they respond to by
translating democracy into electoral representation.

Concerns of women’s political representation in political life
1. The lack of reservation for women in parliament and state assemblies, political parties’ unwillingness to give women tickets,

a general lack of awareness of electoral politics among women, and a lack of family support were some of the specific
reasons for the gender skew.

2. There is little literature on Parliament, the country’s premier political institution that claims to represent Indian democracy.
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3. This raises the prospect of political parties failing to adhere to gender
equality, despite the fact that they are required to swear by the Indian
constitution in order to register and legitimise themselves with the Election
Commission.

4. The ECI’s lack of authority prevents it from disciplining parties and preventing
the travesty of poor representation of nearly half of the voters.

        Reasons for low participation of women in political system
Prejudice: Ironically it exists among both men and women – against
genuine equality. It is believed that male legislators have the gumption
to fulfill election manifesto more than women.
About half the world’s population feel men make better political leaders as per UNDP Gender Social Norms Index.
Family Support : Another major factor is familial support to pursue political career for women. In India, it is most often those
women who have a political background that enter into electoral arena.
Role of Money power in politics makes it harder for women to enter the political forum. 24% of parliamentary seats worldwide
are held by women, and there are only 10 female heads of government out of a possible 193. This shows the dearth of women
representation in politics.
The unhealthy political environment: For instance In this recent MeToo movement, a journalist Priya Ramani accused
Union Minister of state of external affairs, MJ Akbar of sexual harassment.
On the reserved seats, at the local level, political leaders take positions in the name of their wife, and after winning elections,
actual power is used by their male counterparts instead of women. (Concept of sarpanch pati raj/pati panchayat phenomenon)
Global Gender Gap Index 2022    – Status of Political Empowerment in India
 The subindex “Political Empowerment” of the Index India ranks the

highest in 2022 (48th out of 146) comparing other gender gap sub index
 It shows the status of the percentage of women in Parliament, the percentage

of women in ministerial positions etc. 
 Moreover, India’s score on this metric has worsened since last year. 

         Safeguards available and Government’s efforts in this direction
 The Women’s Reservation Bill (108th amendment) has also been introduced in the

national Parliament to reserve 33 per cent of the Lok Sabha seats for women
 Article 46 imposes a duty on the state to protect weaker sections from social

injustice and all forms of exploitation.
 Article 14, which established the right to equality as a fundamental right, inevitably

mandates for equal opportunity, which is reflected in Article 15(3)
 Convention for Elimination of Discrimination Against Women: India is a signatory to it, which obliges states to take

appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in political and public life and, in particular, to ensure that
women are as eligible as men to contest elections to all public bodies.

 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,(Art.25) which is binding on signatory states including India, says
that “every citizen shall have the right and the opportunity, without any of the distinctions .

 Gender Neutral: In 2014, under the leadership of the then Speaker of the Lok Sabha, Meira Kumar, the Rules of Procedure
of the Lok Sabha were made entirely gender neutral.

Global Examples
 Political parties in other democracies, such as South Africa, Australia, Sweden, Germany, and the United Kingdom, have

recognised this skew and corrected course to enable a democracy that hears diverse voices on legislation and policy.
Parties impose voluntary quotas or minimum limits of 33% or 50% women in candidate lists and party leadership positions.

 From Pakistan and Afghanistan to Nepal and Bangladesh, the majority of our neighbours have reserved parliamentary
seats for women. Both of these strategies have increased the number of women in world legislatures.

Way Forward
 Promote Gender Equality: The issue of gender-based violence and provision of safety and security of women should also

be addressed on a priority basis to promote gender equality in the social and political arenas.
 Equal participation of men and women is not only a prerequisite for justice and democracy, it is an inevitable condition

for harmonious human existence as well. 
 Access Politics to sections of society: It is the need of the hour in a country like India to have equal participation of all

the sections of society in mainstream political activity therefore necessary steps should be taken to promote it.
 Legally-Backed Quotas: Considering legally-backed youth and women quotas reserved for youth and women or a specified

proportion of young candidates all registered parties contesting an election must field.
 Change attitude of stereotype: Society needs to deconstruct the stereotype of women as limited to household activities only.

Conclusion
 In the 21st century, when people of all genders are leading the world with compassion, strength and ambitions, the Indian

Parliament needs to reflect on its standing. Recognition and correction of past errors through amendments to rulebooks,
laws, and the Constitution are just starting points, and must lead to sensitivity, equal treatment, and appreciation for the
people of India, regardless of gender.
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Recently, a report titled “Global Employment Trends for Youth 2022:  Investing in transforming futures for young people”
has been published by International Labour Organization (ILO). The report highlights the employment status among youth all
around the globe especially in the aftermath of COVID-19 pandemic.
Global Findings of the report: -

Loss in employment:
 The youth (those aged between 15 and 24 years) experienced a much higher percentage loss in employment than adults

(those aged 25 years and above).
 Global youth employment declined by 34 million between 2019 and 2020.
 Along with that the youth unemployment rose by 4 million in 2020.
Increased unemployment rate
 The global youth unemployment rate is estimated at 15.6 per cent in 2021, more than three times the adult rate Globally in

2021.
 Some 75 million young people were unemployed, 408 million were in employment, and 732 million were out of the labour

force.
Rise in NEET and Unemployment
 More than one in five young people are not in education, employment or training (NEET) in 2020.
 The global youth NEET rate rose by 1.5 percentage points in 2020, jumping to its highest level in at least 15 years.
 Women have much higher NEET rates than men.
 Between 2005 and 2020, the gender gap in NEET rates declined from 19.8 percentage points to 15.7 percentage points
 On average, almost half of all young people aged 15–24 years not in education or training were not employed in the 86

countries
Effect on Employment
 Due to pandemic the 282 million young people missed out on a crucial early stage of their personal development and risk

facing severe disadvantages in the labour market in the future in 2020.
 As a consequence, young people may also see their labour market opportunities and outcomes deteriorate in the longer

term – an effect referred to as “scarring”.
 Young workers are twice as likely as adult workers to live in extreme poverty – that is, on less than US$1.90 per day in

purchasing power parity (PPP) terms – and are also far more likely to be informally employed.
Employment Deficit
 The global employment deficit of young people relative to 2019 amounted to 8.2 per cent in 2020, whereas the corresponding

deficit for adults was less than half of that
 Young women exhibit a much lower EPR than men in 2021.
 In 2021, 27.1 per cent of young women globally were estimated to be in employment, versus 39.6 per cent of young men.
Gender Disparity in employment
 Young men are almost 1.5 times more likely to be employed than young women.
 The gender gap is largest in lower-middle-income countries, standing at 16.8 percentage points, and smallest in high-income

countries, at 2.5 percentage points.
 In extreme cases this gap is 30% in Arab countries.
 Globally, young women’s unemployment rate was below the male rate both before and throughout the Pandemic.

Employment to Population Ratio (EPR)

 The strong downward trend in the employment-to-population ratio (EPR) of young people observed in preceding decades
slowed down in the years before the COVID-19 pandemic.

 Since, the companies foremost attempt was to retain workers during the pandemic which collapsed new recruitment even
after the pandemic.

 The youth EPR fell by 3.0 percentage points between 2019 and 2020, versus 2.5 percentage points for the adult ratio over the
same period

Recovery of Employment Deficit
 Less than half of the global youth employment deficit in 2020 is projected to be recovered by 2022
 At global level the projected youth employment deficit is 19 million jobs in 2022.
 Global youth unemployment is projected to decline to 73 million in 2022, which would still be 6 million above the 2019 level.
 The high income countries (like USA, France, etc) are the only ones expected to return by 2022 to youth unemployment

rates of 2019, while the unemployment rates are projected to remain well over pre crisis values in the other country income
groups (like India, China, Bangladesh, etc).
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COVID-19 & Education
 The COVID 19 crisis not only affected the employment prospects of young people, but also disrupted the education of

young people.
 School closures not only prevented new learning, but also led to the phenomenon of “learning regression”, that is, children

forgetting what they had learned earlier
 It caused many school dropouts, particularly among girls.
Findings about Neo-Sectors of Economy
Green & Blue Economy
 An additional 8.4 million jobs for young people could be created by 2030 through the implementation of green and blue

policy measures
 Such efforts would make a decisive contribution to achievement of the SDGs, notably Goal 7 (“Affordable and clean

energy”), Goal 8 (“Decent work and economic growth”), Goal 13 (“Climate action”) and Goal 14 (“Life below water”).
 The share of women working in renewable energy is significantly higher than in the overall energy sector, suggesting that

| the transition to renewable energy could advance gender equality.
Digital Economy
 Digitalization can enhance productivity, income and social well being, but like other disruptive technological transformations

throughout history, it entails risks as well as opportunities.
 The creative economy or Orange economy is aggregation of individuals and businesses that produce cultural, artistic and

innovative products and services
 It accounted for around 2.2 per cent and 2.1 per cent of total employment among young workers (aged 15–29 years) and

older workers (aged 30+ years), respectively.
Care Economy
 On average, 10.7 per cent of all young workers (aged 15–29 years) were working in health and social work, in education or

as domestic workers just before the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.
 Young women are five times more likely than men to work in care services
Finding about India:-
 The youth EPR declined by 0.9 percentage points over the first nine months of 2021 relative to its value in 2020, while it

increased by 2 percentage points for adults over the same time period.
 The situation is particularly severe for very young people aged 15–20 years
 Indian young women experienced larger relative employment losses than young men in 2021 and 2022
 Young Indian men account for 16 per cent of young men in the global labour market, while the corresponding share for

young Indian women is just 5 per cent.
 Among the 240 million school-going children in India, only 8 per cent of such children in rural areas and 23 per cent in urban

areas had adequate access to online education
 In India, 92 per cent of children on average lost at least one foundational ability in language and 82 per cent lost at least one

foundational ability in mathematics.
 India more than 18 per cent of workers in surveyed farms were below the age of 20
 Teachers in low-fee private schools in India were paid between one eighth and one half of what their counterparts in the

state sector receive.
 Domestic work is a highly informal sector in India, and wages are extremely low and young women and girls are vulnerable

to abuse
Way Forward:-
 The schemes like MGNREGA are bedrock for providing rural employment as well as transition to a greener and blue

economy.
 The more emphasis on the renewable energy sector will generate new employment opportunities and subsequent need of

more skilled and semi-skilled youth.
 The rise in NEET rate among youth is alarming but it also provides opportunity for more budgetary allocations and attention

of the governments.
 The schemes like AIM, Sankalp, skill India, INSPIRE need to be delivered more efficiently to tap the potential of the youth.
 The economic progress accompanied with the higher Human development index (HDI) gives space to the growth of care

and social sector.
 The learning regression need to be arrested by introducing bridge course or training programs.
 The digital divide among urban and rural population requires much attention.
 To fill gap of education and socio-economic conditions, there is need to make digital India affordable to everyone.
 India should focus more on manufacturing sector and Product linked incentive schemes (PLI) needs to be pushed.

Conclusion:-
India is one of the youngest Nation in terms of population. Since, its more than 65% population is in the working age group
i.e 15 to 64 years.There is need to tap this productivity potential of demographic dividend by systematic implementation of
training schemes and the structuring allied sectors.
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Decades ago, Mahatma Gandhi said that ‘sanitation is more important than political freedom’. The launch of Swachh Bharat
Mission on 2nd October 2014 by the Honb’le Prime Minister was a historic moment for India. SBM is the world’s largest behaviour
change programme that champions the principles of sustainable urbanisation, circular economy, Reuse, Reduce, and Recycle, as well
as the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.

What is New in Swachh Bharat Mission-urban 2.0?

 ODF+ and ODF++ Goals -  SBM-U 2.0 aims to eliminate garbage from all cities except those covered by AMRUT, to make all
urban local bodies ODF+ and those with a population of less than 1 lakh ODF++.

 Garbage-Free Cities: The Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0’s goal is to have garbage-free cities in five years, but this goal cannot
be achieved without access to working restrooms.

 Aspirational Toilets: According to a senior official of the Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, the Swachh Bharat
Mission’s second phase includes “aspirational toilets” in high-traffic areas including tourist hotspots and important
locales.
Every Indian city should obtain at least an ODF++ certification, according to one goal of the second phase of this mission.

The main requirement of this accreditation is that all Indian cities must have operational communal and public restrooms within
the next five years.

 Objectives:

 It seeks to make urban areas safe places for sanitation.It will

 It will utilize the 3Rs, it will focus on solid waste source segregation
(reduce, reuse, recycle).

 It will concentrate on the scientific processing of all sorts of municipal
solid waste as well as the remediation of former dumpsites.

Significant Aspects of Swachh Bharat Mission-urban 2.0
1 . Financial outlay under SBM-Urban 2.0 : SBM-U 2.0 will have a finalized financial

outlay of Rs. 1,41,600 crore, including a central share of Rs. 36,465 crore for the
years 2021–2022 to 2025–2026. This is more than 2.5 times the financial outlay of
Rs. 62,009 crore in the Mission’s final phase.

2 . Expected outcomes under Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0: All statutory towns
must achieve ODF+ certification, and all cities with populations under 1 lakh must achieve ODF++ certification. Systems
and procedures must also be put in place to ensure that all wastewater is safely treated, is utilized to its fullest potential, and
does not contaminate any waterways.

Achievements of SBM-U and AMRUT

 Improved  the  urban  environment: Over the
preceding seven years, SBM-U have significantly
contributed to the enhancement of the urban
environment. Through the use of scientific
concepts and citizen participation in a large-scale
movement, these Missions have improved the
urban environment.

 Advancements  in Cleanliness: 35 States and
Union Territories metropolitan areas have been
designated open defecation-free under the
Swachh Bharat Mission. The construction of over
73 lakh toilets throughout the nation has led to
notable advancements in cleanliness and health.

 Door-to-door  rubbish  collection is currently
available to 97 percent of homes. The Swachh
Bharat Mission 2.0 will hasten the construction
of toilets. In addition, aspirational restrooms will be built in busy areas.

 Strengthened Water Security: AMRUT has strengthened water security over the last six years by putting up 85 lakh sewer
connections and 1 crore, 10 lakh water tap connections. More than 4 crore people have benefited by connecting 1.1 crore
residential water taps and 85 lakh sewer connections, ensuring water security.
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 It became a “Jan Andolan”: All urban local authorities have received certification that they are open defecation-free, and
70% of solid waste is now managed scientifically. Today, “Swachhta” has developed into a Jan Andolan.
Key features of SBM-Urban 2.0:

 “Garbage Free” urban India: In order to realise the goal of a “Garbage Free” urban India, SBM-U 2.0 is focused on
maintaining the sanitation and solid waste management results achieved and accelerating the momentum generated.

 Gap Analysis: A complete gap analysis of the necessary infrastructure, extensive 5-year action plans, and annual action plans
with timetables will all be used in the structured and time-bound manner in which the Mission’s components will be implemented.

 Use of Technology: The Mission will be entirely paperless and digital, relying on digital technology to ensure complete
transparency and accountability through a GIS-mapped waste management infrastructure, a strong user interface, an online
system for filing complaints, end-to-end online project monitoring, starting with project creation and ending with fund
release, and project progress monitoring on an integrated GIS-based platform.

 Sufficient Fund Allocation: The Mission’s goals will be accomplished within the allotted timeframes with the aid of enablers
like outcome-based fund release, increased funding support for smaller ULBs, convergence with 15th FC grants for additional
funding support, structured implementation plans for each component, strong capacity building, and extensive industry
collaboration.

Key components under Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0
Sustainable sanitation
 Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0 will concentrate on

providing full access to sanitary facilities for the increased
population moving from rural to urban regions in search of
employment and better opportunities.

 To ensure that all wastewater is safely confined, collected,
transported, and treated and that no wastewater pollutes our
water bodies, SBM-Urban 2.0 will make sure that systems and
procedures are put in place in every city.

Sustainable Solid Waste Management
 The manner citizen grievance redressal is handled has been

completely reimagined because of digital enablements like
the Swachhata App, a digital tool for that purpose that the
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs(MoHUA) introduced
in 2016.

 With the help of engaged users, the app has so far resolved
more than 2 crore citizen issues. With a focus on phasing out
single use plastic, every city will have operational Material Recovery Facilities (MRFs) and 100% source segregation of
garbage.
Used Water Management (this is a new component added to SBM-U 2.0)

 To achieve the objective of treating used water before discharge into water body overland, the following will be the major
areas of focus under SBM 2.0, and will be eligible for Central share of funding.

 all used water is safely collected, treated and reused to feasible extent and no untreated used water is discharged into water
bodies or the open environment. all faecal matter and septage is properly collected, treated and by-products reused.

Information, Education and Communication (IEC) and Behavior Change
 The IEC & Behaviour Change initiatives under SBM 2.0 will be based on the learning that the achievements of SBM-U in the

last 7 years largely rest on people’s participation, made  possible through systematic communication at multiple levels.
 With the momentum created by the SBM, citizens have realised that sanitation impacts their lives in so many ways that it

needs to be everybody’s agenda. The scale of impact that
behavioral choices around sanitation have on people’s lives
and society at large makes the issue of sanitation both personal
and social

Capacity building
 The capacity building and skill development initiatives under

SBM-U 2.0 will focus on the skill development of SafaiMitras
and sanitation workers, and the promotion of entrepreneurship
across the value chain in the sanitation sector, in partnership
with Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship, NSDC
and respective Sector Skill Councils.

 Technical officials and staffs will be provided hands on technical
training, access to e-learning courses, workshops, field visits
and knowledge exchange exposure visits to enhance their capacity to effectively implement objectives of SBM-U 2.0
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Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation – AMRUT 2.0

 As a step toward AatmaNirbhar Bharat and with the goal of making the cities water secure and self-sustainable through a
circular economy of water, the Union Cabinet has authorised the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation
2.0 (AMRUT 2.0) through 2025–26.

 This will be accomplished through installing functioning tap connections in every home, conserving and enhancing water
sources, reviving water bodies and wells, recycling and reusing treated spent water, and collecting rainwater.

 By giving urban families access to piped water supply and sewage/sewer facilities, the project will make life easier.

 AMRUT 2.0 aims to provide household tap connections in all 4,378 statutory towns, achieving universal coverage of water
delivery. Another goal is to completely cover residential sewage/sewage management in 500 AMRUT cities.
Constitutional Provision  Article 51 A (g)  : The Constitution of India makes it a fundamental duty of every citizen of India
to protect and improve the natural environment.
Solid Waste Management Rules 2016: These rules replace the Municipal Solid Wastes (Management and Handling) Rules,
2000, are now applicable beyond municipal areas and have included urban agglomerations, census towns, notified industrial
townships etc.

Related
SDGsSDG 6 : Clean Water and Sanitation: This mission will promote sustainable water security and accessibility of clean
water and proper sanitation.
SDG 7 : Affordable and Clean Energy: Waste to Energy can ensure not only affordable and clean energy but also save the
environment.
SDG 13: Climate Action: Proper waste disposal/ recycling is need to mitigate global warming and achieve the global
targets of net zero emission by 2070.
SDG 14: Life below Water : Plastic pollution became threat to marine life.

Concerns associated with Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0
 Poor waste segregation and recycling: -The appropriate models must be the goal for Indian cities. According to statistics

provided by the Indian government, Indore has constantly held the title of cleanest city in the nation. The renowned Indore
model, which performs well for waste collection and transportation but poorly for waste segregation and recycling, cannot
serve as the foundation for the SBM 2.0.

 Recentralization instead of Decentralization:  Only decentralisation will be effective; recentralization of the process will
not. All of which benefits the transportation contract lobby groups who want the continuation of the “lift and dispose of”
system. Under the guise of “garbage-free” cities, this will only become more pronounced.

 Lack of inefficient waste management:  The focus on technology-centric waste management must be handled with caution
because there are a lot of money and resources at stake. Utilizing antiquated and out-of-date waste management techniques
poses a risk because they are currently unusable in the global north but are still hunting for markets in emerging contexts.

 Undermine the safety measures: The actual “green warriors” in the country are the informal sector employees who play a
significant part in trash management. However, they work without protective gear like gloves, masks, and other necessities
that provide dignity and safety.

 Fail to generate employment: The current strategies used by major cities encourage mechanisation rather than including
trash employees. When properly encouraged and organised, informal recycling can generate jobs, enhance community
standards, lessen poverty, and significantly cut municipal costs.

 Missing 6th R (Responsibility) : SBM 2.0 has to adopt a paradigm that incentivizes cities with the 5 R’s of refuse, reuse,
recycle, recover, and reduce rather than focusing on tech-led solid waste management methods. It must mention the most
important “R,” Responsibility, which states that the generator is responsible for handling their own trash.

Other Schemes as part of SBM:
 GOBAR-DHAN (Galvanizing Organic Bio-Agro Resources) Scheme: It was launched by the Ministry of Jal Shakti in 2018.

The scheme aims to augment income of farmers by converting biodegradable waste into compressed biogas (CBG).
 Individual Household Latrines (IHHL): Under SBM, individuals get around 15 thousand for the construction of toilets.

Swachh Vidyalaya Abhiyan: The Ministry of Education launched Swachh Vidyalaya Programme under Swachh Bharat
Mission with an objective to provide separate toilets for boys and girls in all government schools within one year.

Way Forward
 Aware the Masses: Waste segregation practice can be inculcated in the masses through an awareness-building programme

accompanied by a fine if mixed waste is handed out.
 Incentivize Private Players: There is a need for a comprehensive waste management policy that stresses the need for

decentralised garbage disposal practices as this will incentivise private players to participate.
 Biomining  and  Bioremediation: It is important that Biomining and Bioremediation are made compulsory for

areas wherever they can be applied.
 Behavioural Change: To overhaul the waste management sector and induce the necessary behavioural change,

citizen participation and engagement is the key.
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Why in news?
Recently, Oxfam India released “India Discrimination Report 2022.”
Key Highlights
 Discrimination in the Workforce:
 According to the survey, discrimination accounts for 95% of the pay discrepancy between male and female casual

wageworkers and 83.3% of the gender pay gap for self-employed males, who earn 2.5 times more than females.
 The survey also stated that discrimination accounts for 93% of the salary discrepancy between men and women. It

claims that men who work for themselves in rural areas make twice as much money as women do. Male temporary
workers make $3,000 more per month than female casual workers, and 96% of that difference is due to discrimination.

 Improvement in Education Level Does Not Improve Chances of Women Working:
 Men aged 15 and over make up 53.8% of the workforce in rural areas, whilst women only make up 23.3 percent of this

workforce.
 Due to socio-cultural factors, women from households with higher levels of education and wealth frequently leave the

workforce.
 Age increases the likelihood of engagement, but again, the influence on women is much lower than it is on men.

 Self-Employed Men Earn 2.5 Times More Than Self-Employed Women:
 Although young paid women are more likely to face discrimination, their capacity to negotiate for higher pay seems to

improve with age or experience.
 When the age group of 25 years and beyond is taken into account, the discriminatory component falls to 54 percent,

reflecting this.
 Similar criteria to those in employment can be used to explain the trend and pattern of discrimination in earnings.
 The primary cause of the decline may be that younger women report employment disruptions brought on by marriage,

childbirth, and other life events that reduce the power of their endowments.
 Employment gap:
 According to the survey, discrimination accounts for 100% of the employment disparity that women experience in the

labour market in rural areas and 98.6% in urban areas.
 The survey claims that 98% of the employment gap in India between men and women is due to gender discrimination.

 Reasons of Discrimination
 The survey made clear that women in India face discrimination in the job market despite having the same educational

background and work experience as males due to societal and corporate stereotypes.
 Not only is there a lack of access to education and employment opportunities for women and other social groups on the

job market, but there is also discrimination.
 Lower Salaries:
 The lower salaries for paid women can be attributed to discrimination in 67% of cases and a lack of training and

experience in 33% of cases.
 Low rate of women in the labour force (LFPR)
 It has been discovered that discrimination is a contributing factor in the low rate of women in the labour force (LFPR) in

the nation.
 These conclusions are based on official data on labour and

employment from 2004 to 2005 to 2019–2020.
What is the status of participation of Indian women in the work force?
The World Economic Forum’s gender gap report 2022, where India was
ranked at 135th position out of 146 countries.
 Status of India- From 30.7% in 2006, the proportion of working age

women taking part in paid work dropped to 19.2% in 2021, according
to the World Bank.

 severe  job  losses among women - While the pandemic could be
partly responsible for severe job losses among women, the
percentage of employed women has been quite low, averaging 21%
between 2012 and 2021.

 Status of other countries- 46% of the women were part of the workforce on an average globally in 2022. China had 61%
of its women in workforce while the US had 55%.
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Reasons for low labour force participation of women in India
 Lack of opportunities: In recent times, rural distress has affected women the most as income-generating opportunities have

disappeared. The problem of ‘labour demand constraints’ or the lack of suitable job opportunities is acute for women in rural
India, with a fall in the availability of farm jobs and the lack of economic opportunities in non-farm employment. Mechanisation
of farm and non-farm activities has also reduced opportunities for work.

 Women education: Data from the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) show that the rise in education levels with
subsequent decline in women participation in workforce. Further, the non-availability of white collar jobs, disproportionate
long hours and lesser job security narrow downs the job opportunities for educated women in India.

 Unpaid work: A 2018 study has found that the time spent on unpaid economic activities performed at the household and
community levels by women is one of the important determinants of the FLFPR. So, the time spent on unpaid work,
especially on unpaid care and domestic chores has hindered women’s participation in the labour force.

 Gender  bias: Constraints in form of casteist and patriarchal notions of purity and pollution where women are
prohibited from certain jobs, especially in the food processing, sericulture, and garment industries has added to
the low participation. Factors like income of other members of the household, social background and place of
residence also add to the lack of women’s participation in the workforce.

 Changing family nature: Of late, with a reduction in family sizes and distress migration of rural males, the burden of unpaid
work on women has been increasing disproportionately. The burden of domestic work and unpaid care inhibits women’s
ability to acquire skills for better jobs, leading to a vicious cycle of women being kept out of the labor force.

 Under-reporting: Finally, though most women in India work and contribute to the economy in one form or
another, much of their work is not documented or accounted for in official statistics, and thus women’s work
tends to be under-reported. Therefore, mis-measurement may not only affect the level but also the trend in the
participation rate.

 Other factors: Like lack of sanitation, sexual harassment at workplace, unsafe travelling, poor childcare facilities and care
homes for the elderlyetc. has prevented women from working in the industries.

About OXFAM
 Oxfam is a confederation of 20 independent charitable organisations focusing on the alleviation of global poverty
 It was founded in 1942 and led by Oxfam International. Oxfam has been in India since 1951.
 It first came to India to respond to the Bihar famine. In 2008,
 Oxfam India became an independent affiliate and an Indian NGO. It is a major nonprofit group with an extensive collection

of operations.
 HQ: Nairobi, Kenya.Vision: A world where people and the planet are at the centre of our economy. Where women and girls

live free from violence and discrimination. Where the climate crisis is contained. And where governance systems are
inclusive and allow for those in power to be held to account.

Brief Recommendations from the Report
 Oxfam’s ‘India Discrimination Report 2022’ shows the COVID-19 pandemic has devastated lives and livelihoods of

marginalised communities and calls for immediate relief measures for equal and inclusive pandemic recovery. Below are
some brief recommendations from the report:

 Implement “living wages” instead of minimum wages, especially for all undocumented workers, and formalise contractual,
temporary, and casual work as much as you can. Provide all farmers, regardless of social group, with priority lending and
credit access, and penalise biassed lending.

 Implement significant programmes to address the endowment deficiencies for religious minorities, especially Muslims.
 Ensure that welfare targeting is precise and focused while maintaining caste-based representativeness and affirmative

action for ST/SC.
 Enhance the standard of internal amenities in public hospitals and ease socially excluded groups’ access to hospitalisation

through incentives; broaden insurance coverage and reserve beds in private hospitals.
 Enforce concrete steps to ensure that all women have access to equal pay and employment opportunities.
 Work to actively encourage women to enter the workforce through improvements in salary, skill upskilling, job reservations,

and simple return-to-work choices following motherhood.
 Work to aggressively challenge and change societal norms about women’s employment that are based on caste or religion.

Constitutional Provisions against Discrimination
Article 14- According to Article 14 of the Indian Constitution, “no person should be denied equality before the laws within the
territory of India.”There won’t be an upper or lower class in society, claims this article.In the article, equality for all citizens is
provided.According to this, everyone should be treated equally under the law.
Article 15(1)- According to Article 15, the state is not allowed to discriminate against its inhabitants on the basis of their race,
caste, religion, place of birth, sex, or any other factor.The general rule of the state is that it cannot discriminate against its citizens.
Article 16(1)- All citizens are granted equal opportunity in regards of appointment or employment to any position under
the state.As stated in Clause(2), no citizen of the State should be subject to discrimination in any position or occupation based
on descent, religion, caste, race, place of birth, sex, or residency
Article 17- Untouchability and its practise in any form are prohibited by this article.It is illegal to enforce a disability that
results from untouchability without following the law.
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Way Forward
 No nation can progress without the educational empowerment of women, so educational institutions should introduce

skill-based courses for increasing the employability of women.
 There is a need to change established gender narratives and ensure the upward mobility of women in various fields.

 The focus must be on character building and integrity through value-based education. 

 Care and share are at the core of Indian philosophy, and it is extremely important to inculcate the values of empathy and
sensitivity among students.

ConclusionTechnological Development  in Bihar  :-Today’s age is the age of science and technology. Every
strata of human life surrounded by technological advances. The true sense of technological advances is to develop
the infrastructure of nation, enhancing the national income, exploring more options for employment, and to improve
the quality of life using available resources and machinery. In recent years, technological advances have been
contributing in the rapid development of Bihar. The modern technological advances play a important role in
revolutionising the developmental activities in Bihar (like:-Building infrastructure, enhancing literacy rate, providing
electricity etc.)
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Skill development in Bihar is the key to economic and social progress. The social and economic status of person is determined
by the kind of work he does. Whatever a person does is based on the skill he possessed. In today’s time, technical skill is the demand
of industry. It become necessary for the youths to acquire the technological skill to become the part of ongoing technological
revolution in India.

The condition of skill development in Bihar:-
 According to 2011 census, Bihar is third most populous state of the country. Bihar has largest youth population who are

25 years or less; it comprises the 58% of total Bihar population. The literacy rate in Bihar is 63.8%. 15% of total Bihar
population comprises the age group of 15 or less than and 61 %  of the total population is working population(15 to 59
years). Approximately 31% of the total population is the population of workers but they are forced to do traditional rural
work due to lack of any job opportunities.

Bihar skill development mission program: -
 Bihar skill development mission program is started in 2010 with objectives

of promoting skill based education and providing skill training across the
village especially in most backward districts. The objectives of this mission
can be summarised in following points-

 To help in job creation by providing roadmap based on local needs and
available resources.

 To encourage the youth of Bihar for skill development education
promotion among them.

 To open different sectors for job creation.
 To providing skill set by opening training centres; imparting skills to educated

and uneducated population according to their capability, so that both type of
people manage to survive in such a deep cutthroat competition.

 To crate element of confidence in job creation by inviting private sectors
and promote special packages for them through a detailed roadmap.

 To maximise the gain of the any prime location and to support any backward area to maximise gain with the aim to
create job for vulnerable and needy population of the state.

Aspects of Bihar Skill Development Mission
The different aspects of Bihar skill development mission have been course corrected by considering the local challenges.

This mission has been streamlined with long term gains objectives-
 Central  government  fund  allocation:- Through this, state government can differentiate the central government

schemes and implement them according to their directives.
 Group of  skill  centres:-  Government has linked various independently working skill development centres with

Bihar skill development mission through a portal so that any one can avail the facilities of these centres. Other
department can easily access the data for better policy implementation related to job creation or imparting skills.

 Instructions  related  to  process  and working  of  departments:- All department associated with this mission
synchronise with the timeline and procedures determined by skill mission.

 Creation of job atmosphere:-  To promote the job fair and other job related programs by inviting private sector so
that greater number of people enjoin the job process.

 Job oriented  syllabus:- It is the need of hour to formulate job orient syllabus by engaging educationist and other
top experts of this field.

 Setting  time duration of  targets:- To create a roadmap and set a target year to fulfil the target to train crores of
youths.

 Efforts for roadmap:-  To implement a roadmap for skill development in Bihar by considering the existing problem
and resources.

 Standard  related  to  expenses:-government should restrict the input cost as suggested by central schemes and
evenly distribution of funds on different entity of mission as determined by central authority.

Important constituent elements of Bihar skill development mission:-
 Skill development mission is part of seven commitments which aims for ‘economic strength and youth empowerment’.

This mission includes age group of 15 to 28 years, whereas for other backward caste, schedule caste and schedule tribes
are 31 yrs and 33 yrs. 33 yrs age limit is for the differently able persons. The education criteria for this mission is 10
standard. Three important constituent elements are following:-
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Features of youth skill mission:-
 Skill development centres are set up in 534 block to cater the training of soft

skills and other skills.
 Government has mandated for every trainer to be certify themselves through

skill development online portal. This will encourage the trend of bringing skilled
teacher and will put a break on forgery.

 Government has started many schemes and awareness campaigns to promote
the skill mission across the state.

 By promoting the life skill, communication skill and basic computer literacy;
government imparts a range of skill set to youth group for finding job opportunities.

 Use of high tech technology and quality products for skill mission.
 A systemic pattern are continued to be included across the training centres to

stop the student who are leaving in mid of their course.
 Candidate report card is a new initiative that is included in skill mission; candidate step wise progress will be available on

online portal which has been developed jointly by central authorityand state authority.
 Process of online verification and evaluation.
Benefits of Bihar skill development mission:-
 Growth  of  employment opportunities:- According to 2011 census, only 11.3% of Bihar population live in urban

areas whereas 88% people have been still living in rural areas. They are forced to live on traditional jobs(agriculture,
pottery, shoes making etc.) in rural area. Skill development mission play a very important role by imparting set of
skills to villagers for better job opportunities. Through development mission, more focus has been on promoting
youths for self employment or business creation; In this way more job and business centric attitude will be the
future of our youths.

 Development of technology:- youth will be more employable after acquiring computer literacy, since today’s service
sector to manufacturing sectors all dependent on technology. The use of technology will be in craze in rural areas
and on spot information about health, agriculture and education will be at the doorstep of every villagers. Quality
of life like city and more businesses centric approach will be the by product of use of technology in rural areas.

 Help  in make  in  India  initiative :- The youth population of Bihar will be on forefront in every sectors after
acquiring the skill set related to agriculture, industry, or services sectors. It will help them to start their own
business as well as to easily get job in different sectors. Thus, A skilled youth of Bihar will play vital role in the
make in India initiative.

 Women  empowerment: - Bihar skill development mission has ensuring the robust women participation in their
program. This mission promotes and encourage women for skill education and for self dependence. A economically
able woman not only cater her needs but also shape the future of her family.

 Improvement in Quality of life:- According to 2011 census, Bihar is third biggest state of India. By imparting skills
to the population of Bihar, generates good impact on the range of topics- education, nutrition, health, cleanliness
etc. This will improve the quality of life of villagers and also provide more opportunities in their village or city, this
will also stop the surging immigration of people form village to cities; This will ensure the better urban planning.

Achievements of Bihar skill development mission :-
 Approximately 14 lakh 32 thousand youth have been benefited through this mission across state. Government has

started a fellowship program and allocated a fund in 2021 budget for connecting number of youths to this mission.
The government has also providing business loan worth 1 lakh to any person who are willing to start their own
business.

 Bihar government has formed youth skill and entrepreneurship department under its budget. It will empower youth
and women and by bringing them in various sectors; It will transform the landscape of public utilities.

 Many skill development centres and mega tool centres are established in various blocks, it helps youths who
didn’t get admission in polytechnic or ITI institutes.

 Government has promoting the entrepreneur cause by providing 5 lakh grant and 5 loan to new entrepreneurs, it
will create more number of jobs and a business atmosphere.

 The third phase of pradhanmantri skill development mission will start from 15 January and it will be available across
India. 8 lakh youth will be skilled through this program in 2020-21 financial year. Total budget allocation for this
scheme will be 949.90 crore. Bihar will also get benefited through this mission.

 Bihar government has been providing 50% subsidy on vehicles(3 to 10 wheels) under Mukhymantri gram parivahan
Yojana. It will dampen the unemployment rate. Under this scheme, every village of Bihar will be benefited; At least
5 people from each gram panchayat.

 Under student credit card scheme, Government has been providing 4 lakh to students who are willing to pursue
higher education. Approximately 86544 students has been benefited through this scheme till august 2020.

Other related initiatives taken by Bihar Government
 Bihar  Startup  Policy,  2022 has been launched recently to promote youth entrepreneurs especially in MSME

sector. It will boost the technological and managerial skills in Bihar.
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 Yuva Shakti – Bihar Ki Pragati” under Saat Nishchay 2.0 - skill development along with employment opportunities
to the youth. This would enable jobseekers to earn a good job.

 Bihar Udyami Yojana- for welfare SC/ST Community to create self-employment, & employment opportunity in
MSME sector.

 Bihar Career  Portal- an online platform where students can get information about educational institutions,
professional jobs, scholarships etc.

 Mukhyamantri Mahila Udyami Yojna (MMUY) : For skilling women and women empowerment in Bihar
 Mukhyamantri Yuva Udyami Yojana (MYUY) : for skilling the youth of Bihar for generating employment

opportunities.
 Bihar Unemployment Allowance  Scheme - Under this scheme, the unemployed youth of the state who are

unemployed despite being educated, get 1000 rupees per month by the Bihar government.  

Challenges ahead the Mission
 Insufficient training capacity: The training was not sufficient to ensure a job for those who got the training – and

this is why the employability rate remains very low in Bihar. However various efforts has been taken to improve it.
 Lack of entrepreneurship skills: Bihar has low skilled manpower and mostly engaged in agriculture and primary

sector of economy. It is more difficult to penetrate the desired skill to the youth of Bihar.
 Mismatch of Industrial requirement and Employable Skills : It causes useless skilled manpower who cannot meet

the demand of actual industrial needs. So the mission should focus on real time demand of the required skills in the
market.   

 Low  industry  interface: Most of the training institutes have low industry interface as a result of which the
performance of the skill development sector is poor in terms of placement records and salaries offered.

 Low  student mobilization: The enrolment in skill institutes in Bihar like ITIs, and polytechnics, remains low as
compared to their enrolment capacity. This is due to low awareness level among youths about the skill development
programmes.

 Limited access to Credit: Due to limited access to credit because of Banks’ NPAs in Bihar the investment rate has
declined and thus a negative impact on job creation.

Way Forward
 Area Specific Approach: Skill development plans and strategies should be developed by geography and sector by

mapping the availability of infrastructure in Bihar and on the basis of assessing skill requirements both at the state
and district level in Bihar.

 Setup Counseling Centers: Employment and skill counseling centers should be established in each panchayat of
Bihar. Government should establish skill training centers at the panchayat level in PPP mode on long-term basis.

 Mobilize of Youths at Panchayat Level: Panchayat should mobilize rural youth of Bihar for skill development and
training programmes in a formal manner and panchayat office should maintain a data base on skill requirements
after counseling rural youth.

 Availability  of Vacancies: It should be made compulsory for Industry stakeholders of Bihar to publish their
vacancy details through the Bihar Career Portal with some incentives given to industries.

 Upgradation  of Training  capacities: Training capacities of trainer in training institutes need to be upgraded to
ensure the availability of qualified trainers in rural and urban areas of Bihar. The training centres in addition to
providing training should conduct trainings to upgrade the training skills of trainers.

Conclusion
 There are various budget allocation for skill development for various departments. 15 departments are also working for

skill development training apart from the skill development mission. Collaboration of departments with mission will ensure
the accessibility and transparency in training centres. Government has been working on schemes to create market oriented
skill training centres; In this way proper implementation of these schemes will cater the surging job demand. This mission
will have long term impact on society since it has helped the society economically and culturally by the collaboration of
various state youths through skill training centres.
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Introduction
Increase in the frequency and intensity of climate related natural hazards due to climate change and hence increase in

potential threat due to climate change related natural disasters in India and Bihar is no exception to this. It is highly vulnerable to
hydro-meteorological natural disasters, with North Bihar in general being highly flood-prone, and South Bihar being highly drought
prone. In the absence of state level climate models and/or vulnerability studies, as well low community awareness, Bihar is potentially
more sensitive and vulnerable to the climate change and its impacts.

Significance of BAPCC for Bihar
 Climate change will have wide-ranging effects on the environment, and on socio-economic and related sectors, including

water resources, agriculture and food security, human health, terrestrial ecosystems and biodiversity of Bihar. Changes in
rainfall pattern are likely to lead to severe water shortages and/or flooding. Melting of glaciers can cause flooding and soil
erosion. So Action Plan on Climate Change can give a strategic plan to coup up with such extreme conditions in Bihar.

State Vision and Commitment
 Bihar has committed to fostering an integrated approach to inclusive,

sustainable, and climate resilient growth and development. The GoB’s vision
will be achieved through pursuing (a) broad streaming of climate concerns into
all aspects of development policy and implementation, (b) integrating low carbon
and climate resilient development models into its growth strategy, and (c)
ensuring complementarity with and contributing to the national agenda on
climate change.

 Keeping in mind the overall motto of Bihar Action Plan of Climate Change
(BAPCC) – ‘Building Resilience through Development’, these approaches will
be supported by the strategies and actions outlined in this report, and by all
other necessary actions by the State Government for the achievement of the Vision.

Overall Approach, Principles, and Strategies
 The approach of the BAPCC is to create and define an overarching climate

response framework at the State Government level to reduce vulnerability; reduce hazards and exposure; pool, transfer,
and share risks; prepare and respond effectively; and increase capacity to cope with unforeseen events, while articulating
flexible sector specific response strategies and actions keeping in mind the overall Vision.

Scientific Knowledge, Evidence Base, and Understanding of Climate Change
 The previous section has already outlined the fact that the currently available knowledge base vis-à-vis climate change

vulnerability and its impacts on the State, its economy, and its various sectors and communities is limited or virtually non-
existent. As such, the BAPCC seeks to fulfil the outcomes which are linked to the overall knowledge management Strategy
under the BAPCC.

Governance Mechanisms, Institutional Decision Making, and Convergence
 As indicated in an earlier section, Bihar is already implementing a range of steps/programmes that are climate-friendly/

neutral (there are described in Section 4 below under each sectoral subsection). While continuing to foster such initiatives,
the State will seek to fulfil a range of outcomes

Capacity Development, Education, and Awareness
 The State recognises that overall awareness of climate change and its impacts in Bihar is limited. Therefore, the BAPCC

seeks the fulfilment of the following outcomes:
 Capacities of government line departments and agencies at all levels to analyse, plan, converge, implement and monitor

programmes addressing climate change and its impacts; and
 Significantly improved awareness of climate change and its impacts in government at all levels as well as in communities,

civil society, and the private sector in the State.
Connecting Science, Policy, and Practice
 As an extension of the overarching principles actions on improving scientific knowledge and evidence base articulated

above, the State is committed to supporting processes that connect science to policy and practice.
 As such, under the BAPCC, the State seeks to actively consult and dialogue with relevant scientific organisations and

academia in the formulation of state policies, to develop a culture of evidence-based policymaking.
Private Sector and Financial Institutions
 PPP models can be useful for pooling resources and expertise and for up-scaling climate change adaptation and mitigation

initiatives by way of explicit incorporation of climate concerns into project frameworks.
 Private Sector has great potential and competency for bringing innovative solutions and scale to the various models for

climate change adaptation shaped by the civil society and/or government institutions however their primary thrust thus
far has been limited to clean development mechanism (CDM) and related projects.
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 Increasingly, there is a huge potential and need private sector to play critical roles sectoral initiatives in the primary sectors
as well – brining in new management practices, technologies and technology transfer, innovation, capital and investments,
capacity building, etc. In this direction, the BAPCC will seek to fulfil the aims and objectives of BAPCC.

Knowledge Management, Sharing, Learning, and Dialogue
 The BAPCC recognises that knowledge creation, management, and dissemination/ exchange will be critical and central to

the successful implementation of the SAPCC. The BAPCC also recognises that Bihar does not exist in an independent
developmental vacuum; it exists in the developmental context of the central-north Indian region and also in the larger
context of India.

Focus Areas under BAPCC
Agriculture and Allied Sectors

Challenges
 Bihar state is located in the Indo-Gangetic plains in central-north India, and its naturally fertile soil is one of the key assets

of the State, and conducive to agriculture However, agriculture and its allied sectors in Bihar are beset by many challenges,
and climate change and its impacts are only likely to deepen these challenges.

Strategies
 The State has already developed a comprehensive Road Map covering agriculture and its allied sectors. State will undertake

the several measures that will be complementary to Agriculture Road Map and are specifically designed to enhance
resilience. These will indicatively include
 Strengthening weather services and early warning systems through enhanced agro-met systems
 Promoting adoption of solar and wind power systems for irrigation and other uses
 Enhance productivity through — adequate input supply (i.e. seed), resource renovation & enhancement, intensification,

diversification of aquatic crops.
 Adopt coordinated approach and promotion of public private partnership (PPP)

Forests and Biodiversity
Challenges
 Forests have a critical role to play as carbon sinks, and are thus vital to climate mitigation. It also recognises that forests

are essential for maintaining favourable and stable conditions needed for sustained agricultural productivity by playing
roles in maintaining soil fertility, structure, and water holding capacity.

 Forests are also vital for maintaining the hydrological cycle and regulating water flows and sub-soil water regimes,
recharging the aquifers and maintaining the flow of water in rivers and rivulets and that forested watersheds have better
availability as well as quality of water than watersheds under alternative land uses.

Strategies
 The overarching approach to the forests and biodiversity sector will be to foster an integrated approach that treats forests and

non-forest public lands as well as private lands simultaneously, while identifying and leveraging opportunities for mitigation and
adaptation measures that enhance ecosystem goods and services, particularly carbon stocks, water, and meet biodiversity
conservation and livelihood security needs at the unit/landscape or sub-landscape/watershed or sub-watershed levels.
 The BAPCC will focus on restoration of native bio-diverse species mix while at the same time enhancing carbon sink

in forests and other ecosystems, while being informed by sensitivity to the ecological nature and value of resources,
for instance avoiding dense plantations in grasslands which have other values like fodder, watershed etc.

Water Resources
Challenges
 Water is critical for all aspects of life on earth, and all human activity is dependent on this critical resource. While Bihar has

abundant water resources, the spatially and temporal distribution of this valuable resource is uneven across the state; the
water resources sector poses challenges and complexities at multiple levels for the State.

 The total flood affected area of the state is 68.80 lakh ha which is nearly 74 % of the total geographical area of Bihar (94.16
lakh ha) and this is about one-sixth (17.2 %) of the total flood prone area of India. Within the state, North Bihar is by far the
worst affected by floods. This is largely due to the fact that, upstream of the Indo-Nepal border, the bed slope of all the
rivers in north Bihar is very steep, but when they enter into Bihar, the land is very flat.

Strategies
 The BAPCC recognises that scientific knowledge and evidence base on impacts of climate change to the water sector is

limited. As such, a comprehensive climate vulnerability analysis will be taken up. As a complementary activity, a
comprehensive water data base in public domain and assessment of the impact of climate change on water resource
through the various agencies responsible for different aspects of water resources management in the State will be developed,
and updated and analysed on an on-going basis.
 Review of network of hydrological observation stations;
 Review of the network of automatic weather stations and automated rain gauge stations;
 Collection of necessary hydro-meteorological and hydrological data for proper assessment of impact of climate

change in the state to address the issues related to the climate change.
 Improved network for collection of evaporation and rain gauge data using automated sensors;
 Establishment/strengthening of ground water monitoring and geohydrology networks; and
 Collection of data about river morphology for monitoring erosion and carrying capacity.
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Disaster Management
Challenges
 Bihar is prone to multiple and frequent disasters of various categories, predominantly floods and droughts. The Department

of Disaster management is committed for the cause of disaster resilient state. Climate change is making extreme climate
events more frequent and the incidences of landslide, flash flood, and drought are on the rise.

Strategy
 The overall approach to disaster management in the face of climate change under the BAPCC will be to seek closer

integration of disaster risk management and climate change adaptation, along with the incorporation of both into state,
district, and local planning and practices.

 It is anticipated that a multi-hazards approach will be used to planning and action for disasters and will address social
welfare, quality of life, infrastructure, and livelihoods, and other aspects for managing disaster risk in the short term, and
facilitating adaptation to climate extremes in the longer term.

 Towards improving governance mechanisms, institutional decision making and convergence, specific mechanisms seamless
coordination on an on-going basis will be established between the State Disaster Management Department, State Disaster
Management Authority, and various sectoral line departments.

Urban Development
Challenges
 Although Bihar is relatively less urbanised than most other states in India, its percentage decadal growth of urban

population at 35.4 is higher than the 32.2 for the country as a whole. Bihar’s urban infrastructure faces a serious deficit, and
the rapid urban growth is putting immense pressure on the urban infrastructure and services resulting in degradation of
the urban environment and of natural resources.

 The State’s urban development sector faces a number of key challenges. With growing urban populations across all the
cities and towns, the existing infrastructure and services deficit is only likely to widen further increasing the risk to these
agglomerations unless urgent steps are taken.

Strategy
 To promote energy efficiency and appropriate use of solar energy is going to be promoted in street lighting. Solar water

heating will be encouraged through Bihar Renewable Energy Development Agency (BREDA).
 To facilitate adoption of technologies and research and development which lead to energy efficiency and reduction in

emissions;
 Emphasis will be given to ‘greening ‘ the towns, and plans will be developed and implemented for increasing the available

green cover in the cities and towns in the State. Provision of rainwater harvesting tanks in all ULB buildings and new
constructions in municipal limits will be taken up.

 Door –to- door collection of municipal and household solid waste, treatment and processing; and disposal, including
development of sanitary landfill; integrated municipal solid waste management systems.

 To encourage community involvement in ensuring more sustainable patterns of development
Transport
Challenges
 The rapid growth of vehicles numbers in Bihar has been accompanied by concomitant problems including congestion and

traffic snarls, lack of adequate parking spaces, high accident rates, environmental vehicular pollution rise, and inadequacy
of road space for efficient public transportation.

Strategies
In the short to medium term
 Promote the use of ensure availability of cleaner fuels such as CNG and bio-fuels Improve access to bus services and

service quality;
 Promote initiatives such as vehicle pooling, etc., especially in cities and towns;
 Partnerships for green transportation.
 Shift to more environmentally efficient modes such as public and non-motorised transport
 Invest in public transport and infrastructure that promotes walking and cycling generates jobs, improves wellbeing and

add considerable
 Develop green-belts and avenue plantation for in-situ urban pollution dispersal
 Rigorously implement measures for vehicular pollution control;
 Systematise and ensure uniformity in institutional arrangements for providing public transport services.
In the long term
 Adopt green transport policies will also reduce road accidents and alleviate poverty by improving access to markets and

other essential facilities.
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 Invest in public transport and infrastructure that promotes walking and cycling generates jobs, improves wellbeing and
add considerable value to the state economy, as well as reduce greenhouse gas emissions;

 Shift to more environmentally efficient modes such as public and non-motorised transport (for passenger transport) and
to rail and water transport (for freight)

Energy
Challenges
 Even though Bihar has a very lowest annual per capita consumption of electricity, considering the limited generation in the

State, there is an acute shortage of power not only for peak demand, but even the base demand in the state.
 Today 70 percent of greenhouse gas emissions come from fossil fuel combustion for electricity generation, in industry,

buildings, and transport – and these emissions are projected to rise. By 2050, the global population will grow to 9 billion,
with growth mostly concentrated in developing countries with improved living standards.

Strategy
 The energy sector vision is to strive for improved energy security in Bihar through multiple strategies including improving

generation, transmission, distribution, scaling up use of renewables, promoting energy efficiency across all sectors, as
well as fostering mechanisms for demand side management.

 The State recognises that while energy systems already take account of some climate risks in their operation and planning,
adaptation measures can further reduce their vulnerability to environmental change, by building capacity and improving
information for decision making, and integrating climate risks into management and operational decisions, and as such, is
committed to taking all necessary measures to build in climate concerns into energy sector policy, planning, and
implementation.

 Bihar has adopted a blend of thermal and hydel sources. To meet the increased demand for power, the state government
has already planned for additional capacity of 6,607MW from different sources in a phased manner by 2022-23.

Industries and Mining
Challenges
 Bihar today (after the separation of Jharkhand) has virtually no large industries, and most industrial activity is in the

medium, small, and cottage sectors. Nevertheless, Bihar is proactively promoting the state as an attractive investment
destination, and with initiatives such as the Industrial Incentive Policy 2022, industrial growth is likely mushroom across
a range of sectors in the coming years. This represents an opportunity for the State to take cognisance of climate change
and its impacts on industry, as well plan a range of adaptation and mitigation interventions.

Strategy
 Carry out a review of the current industrial policy and strengthening it with reference to climate change including explicit

incorporation of climate concerns and the institutional and governance framework for climate change initiatives vis-à-vis
industry will be enshrined in a proposed new Industrial policy;

 Constitute a state-level Task Force, comprising representatives of the state government, industry, and technical experts to
drive the climate initiatives of the BAPCC. The possibility/viability of establishing cluster-wise or district wise Sub-Task
Forces will also be examined.

 The outlined strategies herein are consistent with the NAPCC in general, as well as with the National Mission on Energy
Efficiency, the National Solar Mission, the National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture, and the National Water Mission.

Human Health
Challenges
 While the status of health services in Bihar is still inadequate, substantial improvements have been recorded in this sector

in recent years owing to increase in expenditure for health services on one hand and better monitoring of the health
services on the other. Health indicators for the state have also shown significant improvement more recently.

 The State has developed a Health Sector roadmap, and has planned substantial investments in the sector. However,
climate change and its impacts pose a set of additional risks, and could potentially impact the State’s well-laid plans.

Strategy
 As the highest priority agenda, a Climate Change Cell will be constituted in the Health Department, as well as district level

sub-cells and these will be mandated the task of coordinating all climate related activities of the Department under the
BAPCC as well as liaising with the State institutional and coordination mechanisms outlined in an earlier section of this
report.

 Integration Early Warning System with health departments – Short term weather forecast and seasonal forecasts should
be used to plan for the coming weeks and season ahead. This will allow for early action in terms of procurement and pre-
positioning of stocks and giving health prevention message to communities.

 Undertaking reviews of the State’s health infrastructure and potential climate change related vulnerabilities and risks (and
where such infrastructure is found to be at high risk, retrofit to make these more climate resilient);
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Constitutional Provision
Art. 48A : the state shall endeavor to protect and improve the environment and to safeguard the forests and wild life of the

country.
Art. 51-A (g)  : It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to protect and improve the natural environment including
forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife and to have compassion for living creatures.
Art.21: right to life guaranteed by article 21 includes the right of enjoyment of pollution-free water and air for full
enjoyment of life.
Sustainable Development Goals
SDG 6 : Clean Water and Sanitation:  Action Plan on Climate Change is needed to ensure clean water and sanitation to
every people of the country as It is also a fundamental rights
SDG 7: Affordable and clean Energy: Mitigate the fossil based energy is main goal to achieve clean and renewable energy
to everyone.
SDG 13: Climate Action : Climate change is not affecting a single region but entire world. So we need to take climate action
collectively to tackle the adverse effects of climate change.

Conclusion
 Bihar is on an accelerated growth and development pathway, and in recent years, it has acquired considerable attention

throughout the country and even abroad for its remarkable performance in the development front. For a state which had
suffered stagnation for long and which had almost resigned to its perpetual backwardness, this was a turning point,
leading to new hopes and aspirations. These changes were possible because of the state government’s firm commitment
to an agenda of development, which is both speedy and inclusive.
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Technological Development in Bihar
Today’s age is the age of science and technology. Every strata of human life surrounded by technological advances. The true

sense of technological advances is to develop the infrastructure of nation, enhancing the national income, exploring more options
for employment, and to improve the quality of life using available resources and machinery. In recent years, technological advances
have been contributing in the rapid development of Bihar. The modern technological advances play a important role in revolutionising
the developmental activities in Bihar (like:-Building infrastructure, enhancing literacy rate, providing electricity etc.)

Contribution of Bihar since ancient time
 Aryabhatta was a 5th century mathematician, astronomer, astrologer and physicist. He has given decimal system.

Other contribution such as geometry, trigonometry and algebra. The discovery of zero enabled to calculate distance
between earth and moon. Scientific explanation for solar and lunar eclipse. India’s first satellite was also named
after Aryabhatta.

 Varahamihira – He was one of the nine gems in Vikramaditya’s court and made great contributions in the fields of
astrology, hydrology, geology and ecology. Varahamihira’s predictions were so accurate that king Vikramaditya
gave him the title of ‘Varaha’.

 Susrata – Believed to have been active around 6th century BCE, Sushruta was a pioneer in the field of surgery. He
considered surgery as “the highest division of the healing arts and least liable to fallacy”. Gives a description of
101 instruments used in surgery and detailed step-by-step description of the surgical operations.

 Patanjali – According to many sources, Patanjali refers to more than one person, with contributions ranging from
grammar and language to Yoga Sutra and medicine. In his Yoga Sutras, Patanjali has systematically presented the
science of Yoga. Patanjali’s Yoga Sutra consists of an eight-fold path called Ashtanga

Why technological development is necessary to Bihar?
 Improve  the Efficiency: To resolve the modern day problems and To improve the efficiency of every sector, we

need wider adoption of technology.
 Enhance  the Quality of Life: We need technology to improve the quality of life of the people in Bihar so that they

catch up the standard at which people of advanced state live their life(like:- easy access to safe drinking water,
electricity, internet, medical facilities etc.)

 Resolve Land Dispute : Through Mapping of land holdings through drone technology and integration of ICT will
help in solving land dispute in state like Bihar, where land holding size is small and land fragmentation is common.

 Employment Generation: Bihar is facing out migration due to lack of employment opportunities in Bihar, the
technological development will give boost to new generation of Bihar and promote startup culture and job provider
instead of a job seeker state.

 Industrial  Development: Bihar has huge potential of industrial developments like ethanol production, food
processing industry and cottage industry, for the industrial development the technological development is necessary
to Bihar.

Recent development of technology in Bihar
The use of technology enabled many sectors to improve its working quality as well as it also promotes social and economic
developments; which can be understood by following points—
Technology in Agriculture:-
 Use of new technology (modern agriculture equipments like-Tractor, harrow, thrasher etc.), electric pump set,

chemical and organic compost, pesticide has increased overall agriculture production across the state.
 Use of zero budget agriculture, organic agriculture, and environment friendly farming has put the Bihar in the smart

agri path.
 Bihar has been awarded agriculture KARMATH award for higher production in 2011-12 for rice, 2016-17 for maize,

2017-18 for wheat, and 2020 for maize and wheat.
 Bihar has achieved its seven point commitment 2.0 ‘prosper village’ due to the extensive use of modern technology

in the agriculture.
 Pradhanmantri Faisal Bima Yojana(PFBY) has improved the efficiency of estimation of agricultural losses happened

due to natural calamities with the help of drones. Thus PFBY has benefitted the farmers in Bihar.
 Now a days, use of drones across the Bihar has been in fashion to curb the losses due to birds and animals;

efficient sprinkling of pesticide has also done to enhance the total agri production. Use of drone has minimise the
losses due to bird or animal and also helped the farmers to minimise the health losses due to direct fertiliser contact.

 Neem coated urea and nano urea have been used across the bihar in recent year; it helped the agricultural produce
in the state.
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 Indian agricultural research council has developed a mobile app related to crop management, horticulture, animal health,
dairy, poultry, fish farming etc. These apps tremendously helped the farmers in Bihar.

Technology in Energy Sector:-
 Energy is the most vital element for the Industrial development in Bihar. Bihar has suffered industrial backwardness due to

lack of energy resources.
 Bihar has achieved the full electrification in recent years. Now, per capital electricity consmpution is 345 unit(2019-19);

which is at 145 unit in 2012-13. It is the indication of manyfold increase of the technology in the state.
 The use of solar light and LED lights has dampen the overall power consumption as well as it also promoted the sustainable

environment, Thus sustainable development goals(SDG-7 affordable and clean energy) have been in priority areas of Bihar
government.

 Bihar government has determined the target to install prepaid meter at each consumer houses by 2025. Which will help in
lessening the debt burden of power companies and it will also aim for overall decreased tariff in upcoming years.

 Plating solar plant in Dharbanga is one of the revolutionary step to ensure the promotion of renewable energy in the state.
Technology in Transportation Sector :-
 The use of artificial technology has been in fashion across the state to decongest the traffic jam and faster transportation.
 Darbhanga has got its first airport under the UDAN scheme. Under UDAN scheme, five places has been earmarked for the

airport in coming years. Thus it helped Bihar to achieve ‘Accessible transportation’ one of seven commitments(resolves).
 Metro in Patna, CNG based buses and electric buses are upcoming programmes of bihar gov. These steps to set up clean

energy based public Transportation will help in achieving the sustainable development goal of clean environment(SDG-7).
 Patna municipal corporation and UNDP has inked a agreement for the construction of

public roads using the plastic wastes. This will enhance the overall management and add efficiency factors due to inclusion
of UNDP modern practices. Strong roads and reduction in water logging problem are one of expected results of this
collaboration. It is environment friendly practice.

 Construction of SAMPARK roads has been done across rural areas, It has improved the transport accessibility across the
state. Toll taxes are collected easily with the help of fasttag, use of Sarathi and Vahan softewares has resolved the complexities
of registration; In this way citizen save their precious time.

 Body warn camera has been deployed on the shoulder of traffic police in Patna; which helped in close monitoring of traffic
police. It has improved the overall efficiency of traffic police and also put the break on the prevalent corruption practices in
traffic police.

Technology in Election :-
 Use of electronic voting machine in election has improved the election process; Now it is more accessible and fast to carry

out whole election process from voting to counting.
 Use of OCR machine, biometric machine for right voter, webcasting during election and optical recognization have brought

more transparency in panchayat election during covid period.
 Use of above technological tools has improved the overall transparency and credilbality of Election commission. As a

results of these engagements, voter participation has increased in recent years where women voting percentage is more
than men voting percentage which is also a good sign for our democracy.

Technology in Education:-
 Government built many ITIs, polytechnic colleges, and engineering colleges in each states to promote the technological

education.
 During covid period , educational system totally relied on the technology, whether it is internet, YouTube, Diksha portal or

zoom classes. Theses components of technology helped to make the education process more accessible  during covid times.
 Most of the university made the whole process of registration or admission online which helped the cause of struggling

students. They were providing wi-if facilities at that time.
 Students of Bihar enriched their knowledge through PMeVIDYA digital education programme since schools were closed

due to covid pandemic.
 Government awarded INSPIRE scholarship (1.80 lakh+60 thousands for research work) every year to the students

who wants to pursue their higher education in science and technology. These kind of scholarship has helped the
students to pursue their dream in technological field.

Bihar information and broadcast technology policy -2015
 To deliver the essential services to the door of the people and to improve the ranking of Bihar in the information technology

field and to improve the economic prosperity by delivering citizen centric service; Bihar government declared its Bihar
information and broadcast technology policy-2015, its objective can be summarised by following points
1. Human Resources development- it aims to promote the computer literacy by providing computer education at the

grassroots(villages) schools. Thus creation of jobs and strengthening the information technology sector.
2. Fundamental design :- To develop world level information technology infrastructure in state.
3. E-governance :-  Transformation of most of the government departments Woking mode from offline to online, It will

ensure the e-governance.
4. Investment:-  To promote private and government investment in technology sectors in the state.
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5. Good atmosphere :- To create a good ambience for information and technology by promoting technological centric
policy and investment.

6. Law and order:- To create a good atmosphere for the information and technology industry by empowering cyber
cells, right of patent, and by promoting the use of legal patents and trademark.

Technology in administration-
 Bihar government added a new dimension in its administration by introducing e-governance based on technological

advances.
 Government has provided the right to information weapon to people through establishing call centres across the

states. This has brought more transparency in governance.
 Government has uploaded all information regarding budget allocation to expenditure on schemes of local panchayat

on its website; In this way, government tries to bring the transparency and make itself answerable to the people.
Now, work of connecting village through optical fibre is being going on.

 Administraion during Covid period:– The restrictions imposed during the covid times freezes the people’s movement;
Whereas use of technology has provided relief to people in fields like-(online marketing, OTT entertainment,
telemedicine , online education etc.)
 Most of the administration meeting and conferencing were held online, which helped in reducing the overall

expenditure of government (travelling allowances, staying allowance and other administrative cost etc.)
 Government tired to control the spread of covid through app named Arogya Setu; which helped in most cases by

alerting and guiding the patients.
 Use of Online banking, internet banking (account related information) and UPI based apps has been increased

many fold since covid period.
Technology in information sector :-
 All 8339 gram panchayat of state has been connected through optical fibre under Bharat net scheme. To spread the

benefits of internet across the villages is one of the aim of Bharat net scheme, which is currently going on with full
throttle.

 5G trials have been carried out in Begusarai and wester Champaran district of the state.
 Weather reports, monsoon reports and other agricultural related information have been accessible to the farmers

through Kisan call centres, Kisan channels and Kisan web portals. These initiative are helping hand in reducing
the agricultural losses of the framers in rural areas. Skill development:– Students of Bihar have been enriching
there knowledge and skill on optical fibre, IT,Transformers, computer education and other tech based courses
which helped their employment cause and also create more employment opportunities in Bihar.

 Students who failed to get the seat in Polytechnic or IIT are trained and honed their skills through the tool room at
local levels.

Technology during covid period:-
 Bihar government employed technological advances to curb the spread of covid-19 pandemic.
 Bihar health department provided  information to citizens regarding bed availability, RTPCR test, other test reports,

vaccination centres etc through Sanjivini app. This move eased the panic citizens regarding bed availability and
other informations.

 Bihar government used HIT app for the tracking of  home isolated covid patients.
 IIT Patna invented full body disinfected machine, which simply disinfect whole body in only 2-5 seconds.
 Call centre support has been provided to the home isolated covid patients, It also helped the government to curb

the spread of covid-19.
 CoWin app and web portal helped in creating data base for vaccination and vaccine centre, Thus it brought

transparency and accessibility in vaccination.
 ‘Medi Robot’ diagnosed the patients for preliminary checkup and it also sends real time data to doctors; In this

way it cut both way for the good cause of doctors and patients.
 Modern technological revolution eased the complexities of modern life but it also promoted the ‘laziness’ element; As a

result obese, diabetic and other Lethal disease have been surging alarmingly. Bihar government should devise a sustainable
technology policy for overall development of Bihar.

 The use of advance technology has pushed human being on the crossroad, and we have to choose the positive direction.
Smart agriculture required new advanced technological equipments and practice; So government should keep theses
things in mind while devising new policies. There is urgent need to invest more resource in agri sector.

Achievements of Bihar in the field of Technology
 Bihar’s IT deliverables began to be highly regarded beyond the borders of the state. “In 2007, SCORE, the online

land registration system, received the Indian Prime Minister’s Award for Excellence in Public Administration. The
Jaankari call centre received the government of India’s gold medal in the Outstanding Citizen-centric Programmes
category in 2008.”

 By 2012, Bihar had earned national and regional acclaim for its technology-related achievements. “The government
of India recognised the turnaround through e-governance awards. Kumar’s efforts earned him the nickname
Sushasan Babu, or Mr. Good Governance.”
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 When the tax return project started in 2009, only 149 businesses in Bihar filed tax returns electronically. In February
2013, 78,000 businesses (more than 90 percent of the total) filed returns online. In 2013, Bihar’s tax revenues
totalled US$3.06 billion compared with US$800 million in 2006.

 The freedom of information legislation - the Right to Public Services Act 2011 - was also very successful. The
government received 17 million applications in its first 10 months and imposed 733 penalties on civil servants for
non-compliance.

Challenges in Technological Development in Bihar
 Brain-Drain: Bihar’s failures are linked to its inability to make use of the market-driven growth opportunities

consequently leading the talented people out to state like Delhi, Mumbai for job opportunities.
 Bihar  still  divide  in  Caste-Class:  The state of Bihar is one of India’s poorest states. The state’s government has

been facing the results of two decades of institutional decline, widespread lawlessness and a society deeply
divided by caste and religion.

 Low-skilled Workforce  and Mismanagement: The government had made relatively little technological process.
“Mismanagement of financial resources, obsolete methods of data entry and reporting, a low-skilled workforce,
insufficient transparency, and scarce accountability hindered service delivery.

Way Forward
 Infrastructure  development: A high priority should be infrastructure development, both physical and digital in

Bihar, to enable rural dwellers to access the products and services matching their incomes, needs and aspirations.
Further increase availability of research and development facilities which strengthen the technological development
ecosystem in Bihar.

 Collaborative  effort: Working together, business, government and civil society will have to connect Bihar with
their sustainable development. Policy efforts will be needed at the highest levels to harmonize Bihar’s growing
need for housing, roads, transport services and packaged goods with the resulting impact on the environment.

 Education and health  spending: Improving service delivery of health and education services for better efficiency
and access by the poor in Bihar. It requires public expenditures, reallocating expenditures away from tertiary levels
and toward primary ones, making institutional changes, and sharpening targeting and incentives.

 Sustainable  and  Inclusive Growth: As Bihar aspires to be a national leader in science and technology, it is
important for Bihar to give attention to science and technology policy. Science and technology policy should
focus on access, inclusion and equity, to link societal development with science and technology policy. It also
reflects the current thinking on sustainable and inclusive growth.

Conclusion
 Technological Developments has not only contributed to the economy of Bihar but also over all social well beings of the

people of Bihar. Bihar has made tremendous progress in all areas of development. In reality, Bihar is one of the top-
performing states in terms of GDP growth rate. However it has to long journey to make Bihar as a technologically developed
state.






