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INDIA-RUSSIA RELATIONS
Russia has been a reliable and long-term partner for India. The advancement of India-Russia relations has been a 
cornerstone of India’s foreign policy.
Since the signing of the “Declaration on the India-Russia Strategic Partnership” in 2000, India-Russia relations have 
taken on a qualitatively new character, with increased cooperation in almost every aspect of the bilateral relationship, 
including politics, security, defence, trade and economy, science and technology, and culture.

BACKGROUND
 » Since 1947, India and Russia have had cordial relations, with Russia assisting India in achieving its aim 

of economic self-sufficiency through investment in heavy machine-building, mining, energy production, 
and steel plants.

 » In August 1971, India and the Soviet Union signed the Treaty of Peace and Friendship, which was a 
symbol of the two countries’ shared aims as well as a framework for building regional and global peace 
and security.

 » India and Russia signed a new Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation in January 1993, and a bilateral 
Military-Technical Cooperation agreement in 1994, following the disintegration of the Soviet Union.

 » Both countries formed a Strategic Partnership in 2000. The Strategic Partnership was promoted to the 
status of “Special and Privileged Strategic Partnership” in 2010.

BILATERAL RELATIONS
 » Area of cooperation: The Indo-Russian strategic relationship is comprised of six primary components: 

politics, defence, trade, civil nuclear energy, anti-terrorism cooperation, and space cooperation.
 » India and the Soviet Union had strong strategic, military, economic, and diplomatic cooperation 

throughout the Cold War. Following the dissolution of the Soviet Union, Russia inherited its close ties 
with India, resulting in the two countries enjoying a Special Strategic Relationship.

 » The Indo-Russian Inter-Governmental Commission (IRIGC) is the major organisation in charge of both 
countries’ governmental issues.

 » The two countries are participants in a few international organisations and connectivity projects. 
 This includes the following organisations: 

 y BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa), 
 y the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), and 
 y the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG)
 y Security Council of the United Nations (UNSC)

 » India is Russia’s second-largest market for the defence industry. In 2017, Russia supplied nearly 68% 
of the Indian military’s hardware imports, making Russia the primary provider of defence equipment.

 » The Indian Défense Minister visited Russia in preparation for World War II Victory Day in 2020.

POLITICAL RELATIONS:
 » Annual Summit: The Annual Summit meeting between India’s Prime Minister and the President of 

the Russian Federation is the highest structured discussion mechanism in India and Russia’s strategic 
alliance.

 » Highest Award: On April 12, 2019, President Putin signed an Executive Order bestowing Russia’s 
highest state decoration, the Order of St Andrew the Apostle, on Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
The order was bestowed to PM for his outstanding contribution to the establishment of a privileged  
strategic alliance between Russia and India, as well as cordial relations between the Russian and Indian 
peoples.



 » Inter-Governmental commission: Annually, two Inter-Governmental Commissions meet: one on 
Trade, Economic, Scientific, Technological, and Cultural Cooperation (IRIGC-TEC) and one on Military-
Technological Cooperation (IRIGC-MTC).

 » UNSC Reform: India and Russia have emphasised the need for the United Nations Security Council to 
be reformed in order to better represent the contemporary world order and be more effective in dealing 
with rising global concerns.

 y In addition, Russia restated its steadfast support for India’s bid for Permanent Membership in an 
expanded UN Security Council.

DEFENCE RELATIONS:
 » Military-Technical Cooperation: Military-technical cooperation between India and Russia has 

progressed from a buyer-seller model to one involving joint research, development, and production of 
advanced defence technologies and systems.

 » Joint Exercise: From October 19 to 29, 2017, Vladivostok hosted the first-ever Tri-Services exercise, 
dubbed ‘INDRA 2017.’ Learn more about INDRA, India’s, and Russia’s joint military exercise, in the 
linked article.

 » Indian Army participates in a military exercise named ZAPAD with Russia, aimed at boosting anti-
terror cooperation.

 » Recently, India and Russia agreed a defence cooperation deal for the next ten years, from 2021 to 2031.
 » Joint Military Programs: India and Russia have collaborative military programmes that include:

 y BrahMos cruise missile programme, 
 y Sukhoi Su-30MKI programme, 
 y Ilyushin/HAL Tactical Transport Aircraft, 
 y KA-226T twin-engine utility helicopters, and 
 y certain frigates

 » Imports from Russia: The military hardware purchased/leased by India from Russia includes:
 y S-400 TRIUMF
 y Kamov Ka-226 200 to be made in India under the Make in India initiative
 y T-90S Bhishma
 y INS Vikramaditya aircraft carrier programme
 y S-400 air defence system

 » Russia’s Assistance: Russia also plays a critical role in supporting the Indian Navy with submarine 
development:

 y Russia supplied the Indian Navy’s first submarine, the ‘Foxtrot Class.’
 y India’s nuclear submarine programme is entirely dependent on Russia.
 y INS Vikramaditya, India’s sole aircraft carrier, is likewise of Russian provenance.
 y Nine of India’s fourteen conventional submarines are Russian.

TRADE RELATIONS
 » By 2025, the two countries hope to expand bilateral investment to $50 billion and bilateral trade to $30 

billion.
 » Bilateral Trade during 2020-21, amounted USD 8.1 billion:

 y Indian exports amounted USD 2.6 billion, while imports from Russia amounted USD 5.48 billion
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 » Institutionalized Mechanisms: A variety of formalised institutions for the growth of economic 
cooperation between the two countries have been established.

 y The India-Russia Intergovernmental Commission for Trade, Economic, Scientific, and Cultural 
Cooperation is the principal government institution (IRIGC-TEC)

 y Furthermore, the India-Russia Strategic Economic Dialogue (IRSED) has been established to 
foster regular meetings and cooperation between the two nations in the realm of economic policy 
development.

 » Boost Bilateral Trade: Among the important steps/projects being undertaken to bring a significant boost 
to bilateral trade are:

 y The ‘Green Corridor’ initiative 
 y International North-South Transport Corridor, and 
 y The signing of an FTA with the EEA (Eurasian Economic Union)

 » Top products of import in India from Russia include:
 y Mineral fuels, mineral oils, and products of their distillation
 y Bituminous substances 
 y Mineral waxes
 y Natural or cultured pearls, precious or semi-precious stones, precious metals
 y Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery, and mechanical appliances
 y Electrical machinery and equipment and parts
 y Fertilizers 

 » Top products of export from India to Russia include:
 y Pharmaceutical products 
 y Electrical machinery and equipment and parts 
 y Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery, and mechanical appliances
 y Organic chemicals 
 y Vehicles other than railway or tramway rolling stock.

ENERGY RELATIONS
 » Russia is a key partner for India in the peaceful use of nuclear energy. It acknowledges India as a country 

with advanced nuclear technology and an unblemished non-proliferation record.
 y The Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KKNPP) in India is being built with Russian assistance.

 » Hydrocarbon Agreements: Several hydrocarbon agreements were signed in 2016, the most significant 
of which were Oil India Limited’s 23.9 percent investment in Vankorneft, OVL’s 11 percent stake in the 
Vankor oilfield, and Rosneft’s 49 percent stake in Essar Oil.

 y The Rosneft acquisition of Essar for $12.9 billion was India’s highest FDI in the sector.
 » Oil and Gas: With a total investment of $15 billion, Russia is India’s largest oil and gas investment 

destination.
 » In 2016, Indian firms spent $5.4 billion for oil and gas assets in Russia.

 y Russia was also added as a new source for long-term LNG imports, and the first cargo of Russian 
LNG arrived in India in June 2018 at Dahej, Gujarat.

SPACE RELATIONS
 » Both sides collaborate on peaceful uses of space, such as satellite launches, the GLONASS navigation 

system, remote sensing, and other societal applications of space.
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 » In 2018, ISRO and ROSCOSMOS signed a Memorandum of Understanding on Joint Activities in the 
Field of Human Spaceflight.

 y Since then, ISRO and ROSCOSMOS have made multiple visits to discuss contract negotiations and 
the identification of critical areas of cooperation for the Human Spaceflight Program – Gaganyaan.

CULTURAL RELATIONS
 » Indian studies have a long history in Russia.

 y Around 20 Russian institutions, including renowned universities and schools, teach Hindi to 
approximately 1500 Russian students daily.

 y Languages other than Hindi are taught in Russian institutions, including Tamil, Marathi, Gujarati, 
Bengali, Urdu, Sanskrit, and Pali.

 y In addition, Indian dance, music, yoga, and Ayurveda are popular among Russians.
 » Since 2015, India and Russia have had frequent cultural exchanges under the reciprocal agreement.
 » On October 2, 2018, the State Duma of the Russian Federation inaugurated an exhibition commemorating 

Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th birthday and his connection with Russian writer Leo Tolstoy.

REASONS FOR RECENT DIVERGENCE IN RELATION
 » The recent proximity of India to the United States: Rapidly expanding links and developing defence 

cooperation between India and the United States, as well as India’s membership in the QUAD group 
led by the United States, have resulted in a strategic shift in Russia’s foreign policy, pushing it to align 
with China.

 » Defence relationship: India has recently diversified its defence relations with the United States, Israel, 
and others, resulting in a decrease in Russia’s proportion of Indian defence imports.

 » India’s One-Dimensional Trade: Russia’s trade has largely been devoted to defence trade.
 y In 2017-18, trade was $10.7 billion, far below potential when compared to India’s trade with China 

($89.7 billion) and the United States ($74.5 billion).
 » Other barriers to increased commerce include several factors that impede India-Russia trade, such as 

connection issues, distance, insufficient banking links, onerous regulations on both sides, and Russia’s 
stringent visa regime.

 » Russia’s foreign policy posture has shifted, with the country leaning toward Pakistan, and China, and 
even recognising the Taliban.

 y Pakistan has conducted a military exercise and inked a military-technical cooperation agreement 
for the supply of armaments and weapon development.

 y China - strengthening bilateral strategic military relations; Russia selling advanced military 
technology to China; and supporting China’s One Belt, One Road initiative.

Under the Project 15B, four stealth guided missile destroyers are being constructed at the cost 
of Rs. 29,643.74 crore. These destroyers are improved versions of Kolkata-class destroyers. 
These four vessels are named after major cities from all four corners of India. These are 
Visakhapatnam, Mormugao, Imphal and Surat. While INS Visakhapatnam was commissioned 
in 2021, the rest were launched into waters.
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 » Differences over the Indo-Pacific: When it comes to comprehending the Indo-Pacific idea, India and 
Russia disagree.

 y Russia rejects the phrase Indo-Pacific because it refers to a US-led endeavour aimed at containing 
China and Russia.

 y Russia rejects the concept of QUAD. Russia, on the other hand, embraces the Asia Pacific paradigm. 

RECENT UPDATES
 » Defence Acquisition Council approves AK-203 deal with Russia:
 » The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) has approved the mass manufacturing of AK-203 rifles, which 

would add firepower to the conventional weapon profile of the armed services. In addition, the DAC 
has approved an autonomous satellite for the Indian Air Force (IAF).

 » 2021 India-Russia Summit:
 y Russia’s President Vladimir Putin visited India on December 6, 2021. He attended the 21st India-

Russia meeting alongside his counterpart Narendra Modi. India and Russia inked 28 agreements 
during his visit.

 y The countries agreed to extend military technological cooperation for a further ten years. Under 
this collaboration, indigenous manufacture now includes T - 90 tanks, MiG 29K aircraft, Su - 30 
MKI, MiG upgrade, and supply of Multi Barrel Rocket Launcher Smerch. India and Russia are both 
working on fifth generation fighter aircraft and multi-role transport aircraft.

 y The Reserve Bank of India and the Bank of Russia have formed an agreement to respond to 
cyberattacks.

DEFENCE MINISTRY CONTRACT FOR BRAHMOS MISSILES
 » The Indian government has signed a contract with BrahMos Aerospace Pvt Ltd for the procurement of 

BrahMos missiles worth Rs.1,700 crore.

SPRUT-SDM1 LIGHT AMPHIBIOUS TANK
 » Russia is set to demonstrate its Sprut-SDM1 light amphibious tank during the Indian Army’s upcoming 

tender for light tanks.
 » Sprut-SDM1, equipped with a 125 mm tank gun, is the only light amphibious tank of its class to have 

firepower equivalent to that of the main battle tank.
 » The amphibious tank is capable of crossing water obstacles and firing a gun while afloat.
 » It can disembark from ships, be transferred by military cargo planes, or can be parachuted with the crew.
 » Its maximum range is 500 km without refuelling.
 » It can operate both day and night and at extremely high and low temperatures as well.

WAY FORWARD
 » Common Strategic relation: Apart from bilateral synergies, India and Russia continue to have a common 

strategic rationale for their relationship: the two are members of many multilateral organisations, 
including BRICS, RIC, G20, East Asia Summit, and SCO, where opportunities for cooperation on 
mutually important topics exist.

 » UNSC: The fact that Russia has a permanent seat on the UN Security Council and has supported India 
on a variety of issues, including Kashmir, at the international level is essential for India.

 » To counter China: India would be wise to take steps to strengthen its relations with Russia in order to 
avoid becoming even more reliant on China.
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 y Simultaneously, Russia would benefit from broadening its contacts throughout the region, 
particularly with India, to avoid its pivot to Asia becoming a tilt to China.

 » New dimension of cooperation: India and Russia’s relationship cannot thrive solely on defence and 
historical ties.

 y With fundamental changes occurring in international relations, new modalities of cooperation 
must be discovered in order to establish a strong economic and strategic partnership.

 y Both countries may work together on counterterrorism, cyber security, the Afghanistan conflict, 
outer space, and climate change.

Both India and Russia will have to learn to navigate their relationship amidst challenges emerging not 
just from bilateral factors but also regional and global ones, as both countries seek to strengthen their 
position at a time of flux in the international order.
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