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Armed Forces Special Power Act, 1958 (AFSPA)

Context: Prime Minister during his address to Peace, Unity and Development’ rally in central Assam’s
Diphu, said his governments intention is to completely lifting Armed Forces Special Powers Act
(AFSPA ) from northeast.

About AFSPA

 The Armed Forces Special Powers Act, 1958
is an act of Parliament that gives the armed
forces the power to maintain public order
in "disturbed areas".

 It gives the armed forces the authority to use
force or even open fire after warning a person
who is found to be in contravention of the
law.

Highlight

 Areas notified as 'disturbed areas' under AFSPA have been progressively reduced in the last few
years, mainly due to the improvement in the security situation.

 Better administration:  Peace accords, ceasefire and creation of sub-regional administrative
arrangements has aided in maintaining law and order in surrounding.

 Political Intervention: AFSPA was revoked in Tripura in 2015 and in Meghalaya in 2018.
 Also, there should be serious efforts to procure justice for victims of past excesses too.
Conclusion
 The removal of AFSPA from the entire region will be an inevitable step in the process.
 But irrespective of the security situation, AFSPA should not have allowed such impunity to the

armed forces.

Freedom of Press

Context: As per the World Press Freedom Index
2022, India has been ranked 150th.
 As per the 2022 Index, Norway has topped the list

of 180 countries and North Korea is at last position

Indian Constitution and Freedom of the press

 It is not specifically mentioned in article 19(1)
(a) of the Constitution.

 In RomeshThaper vs State of Madras and Brij
Bhushan vs the State of Delhi, the Supreme Court
held that the freedom of the press was an essential
part of the right to freedom of speech and
expression under Article 19 (1) (a).

Reasons for the dismal performance of India in protecting the freedom of the press:

 Violations of code of conduct by the journalists.
 Example - using immoral means to gain TRPs.

 Attacks on journalists on virtual platforms - Twitter and Facebook.

POLITY AND GOVERNANCE
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 Article 239AA says legislature can make laws
on any matters on state and concurrent list
expect for issues relating to public order,
police and land.

 SC's Constitution bench in 2018 recognised
assembly's right and said Union has
exclusive powers only in the above 3 issues.

 SC said L–G should work with aid and
advice of council of ministers

 SC order clarified that L–G has not been
entrusted with any independent decision–
making power

RULE PURPOSIVE CONSTRUCTION
 It allows judges to add or ignore any

of the words in the statute while
interpreting in order to protect the
purpose of creating that law and give
fair and equal justice to everyone.

 Example - Hate campaigns against journalists.
 Harsh laws/rules and biased implementation of them by authorities to suppress criticism.
 Increased corporatization of the media industry.
 Rise in corruption cases, especially related to the paid news.
 World Press Freedom Index:

 Published by the Reporters Without Borders (RSF).

Delhi Dual Governance

Context: There has been a prolonged confrontation on
the relative powers of the territorial administration and the
Union government.

Background

 The Delhi government moved the Supreme Court last
year, seeking to quash four amended sections of the
'Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi
(GNCTD) Act' and 13 rules of the 'Transaction of
Business of the Government of National Capital
Territory of Delhi Rules, 1993'.

 Supreme Court referred the matter to a Constitution
Bench to decide on the substantial questions of law pertaining to the powers of the elected
government of Delhi vis-a-vis the L-G.

Constitution Status

 Status of Delhi being a Union Territory under Schedule 1 of the Constitution.

 69th Amendment to the Constitution of India inserted Article 239AA, which declared the Union

Territory of Delhi to be administered by a Lieutenant Governor (L-G).

 Article 239AA also notes that L-G has to either act on the aid and advice of the Council of Ministers,

or he is bound to implement the decision taken by the President on a reference being made by

him.

 It empowers the L-G to refer a difference of opinion on 'any matter' with the Council of Ministers

to the President.

 Delhi Assembly has the power to make laws over all subjects that figure in the Concurrent List,

and all, except three excluded subjects, in the State List.

 This dual control between L-G and the elected government leads to power tussle, which was

referred to the Supreme Court in 2018.

Supreme Court Judgements

 Parliamentary Principle Supremacy: Constitution

Bench invoked the rule of purposive construction

to say that the objectives behind the 69th

Amendment Act shall guide the interpretation of

Article 239AA and breathed the principles of

federalism and democracy into Article 239AA.
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 Court declared that LG ought to act on the "aid and advice" of the Council of Ministers, except when
he refers a matter to the President for a final decision.

 L-G's power to refer to the President any matter: Supreme Court ruled that "any matter" cannot be
construed to mean "every matter", and such a reference shall arise only in exceptional circumstances.

 L-G shall act as a facilitator rather than anointing himself as an adversary to the elected Council of
Ministers.

 Court also ruled that the National Capital Territory of Delhi cannot be granted the status of a State
under the constitutional scheme.
Conclusion:- Justice Ashok Bhushan said that, "From persons holding high office, it is expected

that they shall conduct themselves in faithful discharge of their duties so as to ensure smooth running
of administration so that rights of all can be protected."

Local Bodies Election

Context: Recently, Supreme Court asked Maharashtra State Election Commission to notify election
schedule for local bodies.

Conceptual IQ

 Article 246 empowers the state legislature to legislate with respect to any subject relating to local
self-government.

 Independent Election Commission in each State for superintendence, direction and control of the
electoral rolls (Article 243K).

Highlight of Order

 Bench reiterated that the elections will be held without OBC reservation unless the state fulfils the
triple test.

 Triple test requirement is three-pronged criteria set up by the Supreme court in 2010 to mandate
OBC reservation.  It requires the state
(1) to set up a commission to conduct rigorous empirical inquiry into the nature and implications

of the backwardness qua local bodies, within the state.
(2) to specify the proportion of reservation required to be provisioned local body wise in light of

recommendations of the commission, so as not to fall foul of overbreadth.
(3) in any case such reservation shall not exceed aggregate of 50 per cent of the total seats reserved

in favour of SCs/STs/OBCs taken together.

National Judicial Infrastructure Corporation (NJIC)

Context: Recently at a joint conference of Chief Justices and Chief Ministers, National Judicial
Infrastructure Corporation did not find much favour among participating states.
Background
 In March 2021, Chief Justice of India's (CJI) N.V. Ramana's proposed to set up a National Judicial

Infrastructure Corporation (NJIC) to develop judicial infrastructure in trial courts.
 Also, in 2016, the then CJI T.S. Thakur stated the longlist of backlogs, judicial vacancies, and

infrastructure woes impacting judicial credibility.
 Centrally-Sponsored Scheme for Development of Judiciary Infrastructure: Began in 1993, to develop

judicial infrastructure.
 The ratio of fund sharing between the Centre and state is 60:40 for all states except those in the

Northeast and the Himalayan region where it is 90:10.
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Issue Plaguing Judicial Infrastructure

 Gulf in available infrastructure: 22% trial court complexes do not have any toilet facilities for

women while 16 per cent don't have such a facility for men either.

 Furthermore, there are 620 court complexes that still operate from rented premises and only

54 per cent of the total complexes have basic medical facilities.

 There are approximately 24,280 judicial officers in trial courts but only 20,143 court halls.

 Government's Litigation Burden: Failure or unwillingness to implement court orders, leaving

crucial questions to be decided by the courts and the absence of forethought and broad-based

consultation before passing legislation.

Need for Judicial Infrastructure

 Judicial infrastructure includes the physical

premises of courts, tribunals, lawyers' chambers,

digital and human resources infrastructure,

including the availability of all the resources that

are essential to ensure timely dispensation of

justice.

 According to National Mission for Justice Delivery

and Legal Reforms, adequacy of judicial

infrastructure is a pre-condition for reducing

delay and backlogs in cases.

 The Supreme Court-constituted National Court Management System (NCMS) says that there is a

direct connection between physical infrastructure, personnel infrastructure, digital infrastructure,

and pendency.

Way Forward

 Communication: Chief Justices and Chief Ministers may help bring about an atmosphere of
cooperation so that judicial appointments, infrastructure upgradation and downsizing pendency
are seen as common concerns.

 Require greater coordination between States and the respective High Courts.
 NJIC like bodies at state level is need for augmenting facilities for the judiciary, given the

inadequacies in court complexes across the country.
 State-level bodies would be successful in identifying needs and speeding up implementation.
 Role of Central Government: Assistance from the Centre to the States for creating the required

infrastructure, especially for the lower judiciary.

About NJIC

 According to the CJI's proposal, both the central and state governments will contribute their
share of funds outlined in the centrally-sponsored scheme to the NJIC, which will then release
the finances to the high courts according to their requirements.

 At the national level, the CJI will be the patron of the NJIC, which will also include a sitting
judge of the supreme court of India to be nominated by the CJI as the executive chairman, four

chief justices of different high courts which will be nominated by CJI.
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UNDERTRIALS

Context: Recently, Prime Minister Modi has urged governments to release undertrial detainees
on bail whenever possible.

Highlight

 NCRB data: According to National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) for 2020, over 76
percent of all jail inmates in the country
were undertrials, with approximately 68
percent being either illiterate or school
dropouts.

 Ratio of inmates and undertrials: There were
3,71,848 undertrials among the total of
4,88,511 prison inmates. Approximately 20%
of the undertrials were Muslims, while 73%
were Dalits, tribals, or OBCs.

 Major states: The greatest ratio of undertrials in jails was observed in Delhi and Jammu and Kashmir

(J&K), at 91 percent, followed by Bihar and Punjab at 85 percent and Odisha at 83 percent.

 Literacy rate: Around 27% of all undertrials were determined to be illiterate, with 41% dropping

out before Class X.

 Jail duration of undertrials: According to the data, almost 30 percent of all undertrials remain in

jail for more than a year, while 65 percent are not released within three months.

 Charges on undertrials: Approximately half of all undertrials were charged with "offenses against

human body," which includes crimes such as murder, attempted murder, rape, dowry deaths,

kidnapping, and assault, among others.

 Approximately 20% were charged with "offences against property," which include offenses

such as theft, burglary, and housebreaking, among others.

 Acts under which they are arrested: A total of 2,83,556 (76%) were arrested under the Indian Penal

Code, the rest were under Special and Local Laws, which include the Arms Act, the Narcotics

Drug and Psychotropic Substances Act, and the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act.

 Approximately 60% of undertrials prosecuted under SLL were jailed for alcohol and drug

offenses.

Composition of Undertrials

 Muslims: While Muslims make up 14 percent of India's population, they account for approximately

20 percent of all undertrials and 17 percent of all convicts.

 Dalits: Dalits, who make up 16.6 percent of India's population, accounted for roughly 21% of all

undertrials and 21% of all convicted.

 Tribal: Tribals, who make up 8.6 percent of India's population, accounted for roughly 10% of all

undertrials and 14% of all prisoners.

 OBCs: OBCs accounted for around 42 percent of total undertrials and 37 percent of all prisoners,

while constituting 41 percent of the entire population (NSSO statistics).
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Citizenship in India

Context:According to Seemant Lok Sangathan (SLS), around 800 Pakistani Hindus in Rajasthan,

who came to India seeking citizenship on the basis of religious persecution, returned to the neighbouring

country in 2021.

Background

 Persons seeking refuge in India either come on long-

term visas (LTV) or pilgrim visas.

 LTVs, given for five years, are a precursor to

citizenship.

 Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) initiated an online

citizenship application process in 2018.

 In May 2021, the MHA empowered 13 more District

Collectors in five States - Gujarat, Chhattisgarh,

Rajasthan, Haryana and Punjab - to grant citizenship

certificates to applicants belonging to the six

communities under Section 5 (registration) and

Section 6 (naturalisation) of Citizenship Act, 1955.

Easing Citizenship Process in India

 According to Home Ministry, there are 25,000

Pakistani Hindus in Rajasthan alone who have been

awaiting citizenship.

 Ministry of Home Affairs brought Citizenship

Amendment Act (CAA), 2019to legalised the stay of

foreign migrants belonging to six communities,

who had entered India on or before December 2014

due to persecution on grounds of religion, by exempting them from the provisions of the Passport

Act and the Foreigners Act as their passports had expired.

 However, Citizenship amended rules is yet to come into force as the rules that govern the law

have not been notified by the Ministry yet.

 CAA could have helped legal minority migrants in fast-tracking their applications as it reduced

the mandatory requirement of 11 years aggregate stay in India to five years to be eligible for

citizenship.

Constitutional Provisions

 Citizenship is listed in the Union List under the Constitution and thus is under the exclusive

jurisdiction of Parliament.

 The Constitution does not define the term 'citizen' but details of various categories of persons

who are entitled to citizenship are given in Part 2 (Articles 5 to 11).

 Article 5: It provided for citizenship on commencement of the Constitution.
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Anglo-Indian

Context: The Delhi High Court directed the Centre to file its response to a plea seeking the restoration

of Anglo-Indian representation in Parliament via nomination.

Highlight

 Petition's subject: The petition challenges the Constitutional (One Hundred and Fourth

Amendment) Act, 2019.

 The revision abolished the Anglo-Indian community's nomination-based representation in

the Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies.

 Team of experts: The petition requests the formation of a high-powered team of experts to conduct

a complete investigation on the data of Anglo-Indian community's population.

 Microscopic minority: The petitioner said that one community cannot be singled out since it is a

microscopic minority. He stated that the decision must be made with a judicious approach.

 Opposition of the issuance: The legislative change is based on the Census, which found only 296

Anglo-Indians in India.

  Anglo-Indians, according to the lawyer, cannot be equated to the Scheduled Caste (SC) and

Scheduled Tribes (ST) communities.

Court's observation

 Rationale behind reservation: The court requested that the administration explain the reasoning
behind the decision to reserve two Lok Sabha seats.

 Mixed with Indian population: The court stated in its oral observations that the group had melded
with the Indian population over time.

 There is no barrier against any Anglo-Indian cannot integrate with the entire community and emerge
as a leader.

 Article 331 of the Constitution provides for the nomination of two Anglo-Indians to the Lok
Sabha.

 Following his suggestion to Jawaharlal Nehru, Article 331 was added to the Constitution.
 Article 333 deals with community representation in Legislative Assemblies.

Uniform Civil Code

Context: Several states are considering to
implement Uniform Civil Code (UCC).

About the existing laws:

 Article 44:A state-level UCC appears to be at
odds with Article 44 of the Constitution.
 It states that the "State should endeavor

to obtain for the citizens a uniform civil
code across the territory of India."

 Parliament's power: As per the Constitution,
the Centre and the states share competence
over family and succession laws, but only
Parliament can establish a national legislation.
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 Special marriage act: In 1954, Parliament passed the Special Marriage Act, which established civil
marriage.
 It was for everyone as a secular alternative, rather than displacing any community-specific

law.
 Indian Succession Act: Section 21 of the Act states that all couples married under its provisions

and their progeny would be governed by the religion-neutral Indian Succession Act of 1925.
 Thus, the Special Marriage Act and the Indian Succession Act were to form an optional UCC

for all Indians.
 Hindu marriage act: In 1955, the Hindu Marriage Act was adopted to govern religious weddings

among Hindus, Buddhists, Jains, and Sikhs.
 According to Section 29 (4) of the Act, "nothing in this Act will be deemed to affect the provisions

of the Special Marriage Act, 1954."
Removal of these laws for introducing UCC

 The Special Marriage Act is discriminatory: Its list of forbidden degrees in marriage is a carbon
copy of the Hindu Marriage Act.
  It does not recognize the rule barring marriages within the bounds of sapinda connection

(covering distant cousins).
 A Hindu can easily marry a second cousin under the Act, a Muslim cannot marry a first cousin,

which his religion allows.

 Amendment: As a result of this revision, if both parties married under the Special Marriage Act

are Hindu, their property will be governed under the Hindu Succession Act.

Way forward:

 Equality: UCC must be brought in accordance with the constitutional guarantees of equal protection

under the law and equality before the law.

 Modifications: The Special Marriage Act section should be appropriately modified, and its 1976

amendment restricting the applicability of the Indian Succession Act should be repealed.

Supreme Court Judges Appointment

Context: Recently, two new judges are appointed by Supreme Court.
 It paves the way for Supreme Court to regain its full sanctioned strength of 34 judges.
About Appointment

 Constitution Article: The procedure to appoint judges to the Supreme Court of India is listed
under clause 2 of Article 124 of the country's Constitution.

 The Supreme Court can have 34 judges, including the CJI. The number was raised from 30 to 33
(excluding the CJI) in 2019 when the government passed The Supreme Court (Number of Judges)
Amendment Bill, 2019 in August.

 Eligibility: To be a Supreme Court judge, a person must necessarily be a citizen of India.
 Must have either been a judge of a High Court or two or more such courts in succession for at

least five years, or must have been an advocate of a High Court or of two or more such courts
in succession for at least ten years.

 Procedure: When a vacancy for the post of a Supreme Court judge arises, the Chief Justice of India
(CJI) sends his recommendation to the Union Minister of Law.
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 CJI decides on his recommendation in consultation with a collegium of the four senior-most
judges of the Supreme Court.

 In case the person being considered for the post of the judge is from a High Court, the CJI takes
into account the view of the Collegium member who may have worked in the same High Court.

 If this situation does not apply, the CJI can consult the next senior-most judge in the Supreme
Court from the High Court in question.

 Union Law Minister presents the CJI's final recommendation to the Prime Minister, who then
advises the President of India in appointing the Supreme Court judges.

Erosion of Trust in Judiciary

Context: Indian lower Judiciary has been battered with charges of corruption recently.

Background

 According to Transparency International (TI 2011), 45% of people who had come in contact with
the judiciary between July 2009 and July 2010 had paid a bribe to the judiciary.

 Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) (April 2013) estimates that for every ?2 in official court
fees, at least ? 1,000 is spent in bribes in bringing a petition to the court.

 Lower levels of the judiciary in particular have been rife with corruption (Freedom House 2016).
 Bribes and irregular payments are often exchanged in return for favourable court decisions (GAN

Integrity 2017).
 National Judicial Data Grid, as of April 12, 2017, there are 24,186,566 pending cases in India's

district courts, of which 2,317,448 (9.58%) have been pending for over 10 years, and 3,975,717 (16.44%)
have been pending for between five and 10 years.

 Judicial Vacancy: As of December 31, 2015, there were 4,432 vacancies in the posts of [subordinate

court] judicial officers, representing about 22% of the sanctioned strength.

Corruption in Judiciary

 Judicial corruption takes two forms:
 Political interference in the judicial

process by the legislative or executive branch
 Bribery:  judges may accept bribes to delay or

accelerate verdicts, accept or deny appeals, or
simply to decide a case in a certain way.

 Types of Justice

1. Substantive justice is associated with

whether the statutes, case law and unwritten

legal principles are morally justified (e.g.,

freedom to pursue any religion),

 Violation of substantive justice: Citizenship (Amendment) Act (December 2019) provides

citizenship to - except Muslims - Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs, Jains, Parsis and Christians, violate

the basic fabric of secularism in India.

2. Procedural justice is associated with fair and impartial decision procedures.

 Ex: Increasing shares of under-trial inmates with durations of three to five years
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 Erosion of trust

 Widespread malaise of corruption in the lower

judiciary.

 Anti-Minority bias, often followed by extra-

judicial killings by the police.

 Centralisation of power in the Centre, leading

to disastrous consequences in terms of violent

clashes, loss of lives, religious discord, assaults

on academic freedom, and suppression and

manipulation of mass media.

 Failure Of Governance: weakening of

accountability mechanisms, widespread

corruption in the lower judiciary and the police,

with likely collusion between them, a proclivity

to deliver instant justice, extra-judicial killings.

Pardoning power

Context: Recently, Supreme Court criticised Centre's assertion that the President, not the Tamil

Nadu Governor, has "exclusive power" to pardon petition.

Constitutional Provisions

 Pardoning Power of President (Article 72): The President shall have the authority to grant pardons,

reprieves, respites, or remissions of punishment, or to suspend, remit, or commute the sentence of

any person convicted of any offense -

 in all cases where the punishment or sentence is by a Court Martial;

 in all cases where the punishment or sentence is for an offense against any law relating to a

matter to which the Union's executive power extends.

 in all cases where the sentence is a death sentence.

 Pardoning Power of Governor (Article 161): This article addresses the Governor's authority to

grant pardons, etc., as well as suspend, remit, or commute sentences in certain circumstances.

 The Governor of a State shall have the authority to grant pardons, reprieves, respites, or remissions of

punishment, or to suspend, remit, or commute the sentence of any person convicted of any offense

against any law relating to a matter to which the State's executive power extends.

Judgement Highlight

 Centre's stance: The Governor's position was a constitutional one and if the system is not functioning

in accordance with the constitutional requirement, anyone can bring it to the court's attention.

 Centre's rationale, every murder case convict would have to petition the President for a pardon.

 Court's stance: The Governor is the state's chief executive. He represents the state in question.

 A three-judge Bench stated that taking the government's position at face value would render

Article 161 (the legal power of Governors of States to grant pardon) a "dead letter."
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1. He can pardon, reprive, respite, remit,
suspend or commute the punishment or
sentence of any person convicted of any
offence against a Central law.

2. He can pardon, repieve, respite, remit
suspend or commute a death sentence.
He is the only authority to pardon a
death sentence.

3. He can grant pardon, reprieve, respite,
suspension, remission or commutation
in respect to punishment or sentence by
a court-martial (mailitary count).

1. He can pardon, reprieve, respite, remit, suspend
or commute the punishment or sentence of any
person convicted of any offence against a state law.

2. He cannot pardon a death sentence. Even if a state law
prescribes for death sentence, the power to grant pardon
lies with the President and not the governor. But, the
governor can suspend, remit or commute a death sentence.

3. He does not possess any such power.

Sedition law

Context: Supreme Court recently suspended

outstanding criminal cases and court procedures

under Indian Penal Code Section 124A (sedition).
About Sedition Law

 SCInKedar Nath Singh vs State of Bihar (1962),
a five-judge bench of the Supreme Court
confirmed law's validity. The SC limited it only
to seditious comments that attempted to stir
"public disorder," a phrase the Court added to
the clause.
 The Court ruled in its guidelines for adopting

the new, narrow definition of sedition statute
that only communication intended to provoke
"public disorder" qualifies as sedition.

Detail about Law

 The conviction rate : It has ranged between 3%
and 33% over the years, with the pendency of such
cases in court reaching a high of 95% in 2020.
 According to the NCRB, only one of the 30

cases tried that year resulted in a conviction.
 Sedition cases:According to the National Crime

Records Bureau (NCRB) 399 sedition cases have
been filed across the country, with a high of 93
in 2019 and 73 in 2020.

 State: Karnataka had the most sedition charges
reported in the country in 2019, with 22, followed
by Assam(17), J&K(11), Uttar Pradesh (10) and
Nagaland (8).

President Govenor
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 Misuse of law:The Law Commission and the Supreme Court have issued reports detailing

the widespread misuse of the law.

 Authority of police: The police cannot have the authority to discern and distinguish between

legitimate and seditious expressions of speech.

 Magistrates, who are the first protectors of citizens' rights in the judiciary, routinely approve

the state's pleadings without sufficient application of mind.

 Police Charge Sheeting: Only 144 charge sheets were submitted in 322 cases filed between

2016 and 2020.  Cases pending with police increased from 72% in 2016 to 82% in 2020.

Court's Observation

 Stopping actions and FIR: The court stated asked the Centre and States to refrain from registering

FIRs under Section 124A while the law is being "reconsidered."

 New cases to reach court: To preserve civil freedoms against future misuse of Section 124A, the

court decided that anyone charged in new cases might approach courts.

 They would review their cases in light of the Supreme Court's ruling that the provision had

been abused and needed "re-examination."

 Grant to union of India: The court granted the Union of India the authority to issue an order to

states and authorities to prevent further misuse of the sedition law.

Bhil Pradesh

Context: The Gujarat-based Bharatiya Tribal Party (BTP) wants to create Bhil Pradesh from 39

districts in four states.

Background:

 Bhil Pradesh: Bhil Pradesh will be carved out from 39 districts i.e. 16 in Gujarat, 10 in Rajasthan, 7

in Madhya Pradesh, and 6 in Maharashtra.

 Demand for separate state: Bhil social reformer and spiritual leader Govind Guru initially made

the demand for a separate state for tribals after the Mangarh slaughter in 1913.

 The massacre is referred as the "Adivasi Jallianwala," saw British forces slaughter hundreds of

Bhil tribals on November17, 1913 in the hills of Mangarh on the border of Rajasthan and Gujarat.

 Goal of BTP: It is the formation of a distinct Bhil Pradesh. Meetings and gatherings are held on a

regular basis to mobilize tribals and raise awareness.

 Zila parishad elections: Congress and BJP ZP members joined forces to defeat a BTP-backed

ZilaPramukh candidate in Dungarpur, Rajasthan.

 BTP-backed Independents had won 13 of 27 seats in the Dungarpur Zila Parishad.

 Immediate demand: The BTP's immediate demand ahead of the Rajya Sabha elections is

that the Congress send a tribal to the Upper House.

 Congress sent the last tribal from our region to the Rajya Sabha decades ago: Meena Dhuleshwar

Reasons for the demand of separate state:

 Split post-independence: Dungarpur, Banswara, Udaipur, Rajasthan, Gujarat, MP, etc. were once

one region. Post-independence, political parties split tribal majority regions so tribals couldn't

organize and unify.
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 Slow implementation of benefic laws: Several Union governments proposed numerous "laws,

perks, plans, and committee recommendations" on tribals, but these were slow to be implemented.

 There were different measures, such as protecting tribal interests under Article244(1) of the

Constitution, but most were pledges by the ruling party.

 The Provisions of the Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996, is an example. The

legislation was passed in 1996. The Rajasthan government passed the law in 1999 and issued

the Rules in 2011.

 Even after 25 years, the residents of Paldeval in Dungarpur still unaware of the law. Even

MLAs and ministers from the BJP and Congress do not understand the law.

Curbing Freedom of Expression

Context: A Dalit academic was detained for making a 'objectionable' post about the Gyanvapi

mosque row under Section 295A and Section 153A of the IPC.

Background

 Section 295A of IPC: Deliberate and spiteful actions intended to offend the religious feelings of

any group by denigrating their religion or religious beliefs.

 Section 153A of IPC: Promoting hostility between different groups on the basis of religion, race,

place of birth, language and engaging in behaviors that are harmful to the maintenance of harmony.

Misuse of Provision

 Increasing Use of Sections: According to National Crime Records Bureau, there is a 458% increase
in Section 153A cases since 2014.
 It is being used more frequently by the executive.

 Direct approach: Section 295A is a more direct approach that no longer requires establishing
animosity or hatred across classes; now, a hurt sentiment is enough.

 Violate Freedom of Speech: It could be used to stifle honest and genuine criticism and obstruct
social reform research.

 Intention: Even "deliberate intention and malice" can't be objectively determined. Police don't
consider legal intricacies before filing a crime or making an arrest.

 Divisive Politics: A vague legal framework that criminalizes hurting religious sentiment helps the
ruling dispensation stifle criticism and promote divisive politics.

Way forward

 Safeguards: Statutory safeguards demanded conscious intention and malice, while judicial
judgements examined words, intent, and effect to determine criminality. The law applies only to
deliberate and serious religious insults.

 The judiciary established two ways to measure the effect: by demonstrating a link between speech
and public disorder or,
 by using the criteria of a rational man, not one who fears all antagonistic ideas.
 However, no attempt was taken to put the safeguards in place.

 The necessity for an educated response is even greater in the face of the socio-political hegemon's
strong proclamation of religious convictions.
  Even the 1927 Joint Select Committee agreed that a religious insult intended to guide reform

would draw followers' attention to the critique.



14

Unlawful Arrest

 The magistrate's authority cannot extend the detained person's custody beyond the specified
period.

Issues with unlawful arrest:

 Arbitrariness: The police's assessments of whether a person poses a threat are not subjected to a
trial or scrutiny by legally qualified individuals.

 Rights violation: The detained person is frequently denied a trial (up to 3 months), a periodic
review, or legal representation.

 Abuse: It contains no procedural safeguards to protect detainees from torture and unfair treatment,
or to prohibit officials from exploiting preventative detention for subversive purposes.

 Tool for suppression: Unlawful arrest has been overused in the absence of adequate safeguards,
particularly against Dalits and minorities.



15

Conclusion:

 Personal liberty: The constitutional concept of personal liberty is an idealistic view, with restrictions
on liberty imposed for reasons of state security, public order, and national economic discipline,
among other things.

 They are viewed as a necessary evil that must be given in accordance with rigorous constitutional
guidelines.

 Anti-social and subversive elements: Acts of this nature have a restraining effect on anti-social and
subversive elements.

Local Bodies

Context: Supreme Court recently, directed the Maharashtra government to release the schedule
for local civic polls across the state within two weeks, upholding its stay on reservations for Other
Backward Classes (OBC).

Constitutional Background

 The jurisprudence of reservation relies on the symbiotic coexistence of constitutionally guaranteed
equality of opportunity in public employment under Article 16 (1) of the Constitution of India.

 Promoting Welfarism: Sensitivity of the welfare state towards the weaker sections over decades
resulted in the gradual expansion of canopy of reservation in the form of increasing classifications
under Article 16.

 Mukesh Kumar and Another vs State of Uttarakhand &Ors. 2020: There is no fundamental right to
reservation or promotion under Article 16(4) or Article 16(4 A) of the Constitution, rather they are
enabling provisions for providing reservation, if the circumstances so warrant.

 Article 46 mandates that the state shall promote with special care the educational and economic
interests of the weaker sections of the people and in particular SC & ST.

 In 2021, the Parliament passed the 127th Constitutional amendment which allowed States and
Union Territories to prepare their own list of socially and educationally backward classes (SEBC).
 Each State has listed communities which are recognised as OBCs and accorded them

reservations accordingly.

Mandal Commission

 Reservation in employment (confined to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes) got extended to
Other Backward Classes (OBC) on the basis of the recommendations of the Second Backward
Class Commission as constituted, headed by B.P. Mandal.

 It provide 27% reservation to OBC in central services and public sector undertakings, over and
above the existing 22.5% reservation for SC & ST.

Indra Sawhney Judgment (1992)

 In the judgment, a nine-judge bench presided by Chief Justice M.H. Kania upheld the
constitutionality of the 27% reservation but put a ceiling of 50% unlessexceptional circumstances
warranting the breach, so that the constitutionally guaranteed right to equality under Article 14
would remain secured.

 Interrelationship between Articles 16(1) and 16(4): Court declared that Article 16(4) is not an
exception to article 16(1), rather an illustration of classification implicit in article 16(1).
 Article 16(1) is a fundamental right, Article 16(4) is an enabling provision.
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 Court directed the exclusion of creamy layer by way of horizontal division of every other backward
class into creamy layer and non-creamy layer.

 Supreme Court also had held that Article 16(4) of the Constitution of India does not authorise
reservation in the matter of promotions.

M. Nagaraj v. Union of India, 2006

 A five-judge bench of Supreme Court laid down certain conditions which included the collection
of "quantifiable data showing backwardness of the class and inadequacy of representation of that
class in public employment".

 The bench held that the creamy layer among Scheduled castes and tribes is to be excluded from
reservation.

Jarnail Singh vs LachhmiNarain Gupta (2018)

 Constitution bench invalidated the requirement to collect quantifiable data in relation to Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes

 It upheld the principle of applicability of creamy lawyer in relation to Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes.

Constitution (103rd Amendment) Act, 2019

 The 10% reservation for Economically Weaker Sections (EWS), other Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and backward classes for government jobs and admission in educational institutions is
currently under challenge before the Supreme Court.

 Critical in the jurisprudence of reservation as traditional understanding of backwardness is
broadened to specifically include economic backwardness without social backwardness as is
traditionally seen.

Violation of 50% Ceiling

 Blatant disregard of Ceiling: It is pertinent to note that several States such as Maharashtra, Karnataka,
and Andhra Pradesh had made submissions before the Supreme Court against any upper limit on
reservation.

 Example: Maharashtra Socially and Educationally Backward Classes Act 2018, (Maratha reservation law)
 It provided 12% reservation for Marathas in educational institutions and 13% reservation in

public employment respectively, above the 50% ceiling set by Indra Sawhney ruling.
 Act as amended in 2019 granting reservation for Maratha community does not make out any

exceptional circumstance to exceed the ceiling limit of 50% reservation.
 Supreme Court struck down Section 4(1)(a) and Section 4(1)(b) of the Act, citing the breach of

ceiling.

Article 142 of Supreme Court

Context: Recently, Supreme Court used the exceptional power under Article 142 of the Constitution

to order the release of Rajiv Gandhi assassination case convict A G Perarivalan.

About Perarivalan Case

 SC observation in 1999: In May 1999, the Supreme Court upheld the TADA court's death sentence

for Perarivalan.

 President's rejection: On August 12, 2011, the President rejected his mercy request after 11

years.
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 We don't consider Art. 142(1) establishes authorities that can violate Article 32 (right to
constitutional remedies).

 In Union Carbide: The Bench ordered the company to pay $470 million as compensation for the
Bhopal gas disaster.

 Prohibitions or limitations on ordinary law provisions cannot, by definition, function as
limitations on constitutional powers under Article 142.

 Supreme Court Bar Association: The SC concluded in 'Supreme Court Bar Association' that its
powers under Article 142 were supplementary in nature and could not displace substantive law.

 Ayodhya verdict: The Supreme Court made numerous references to Article 142 in its 2019 decision
in the Ayodhya dispute.
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 The court utilized its extraordinary powers under this section to grant Muslim parties 5 acres
of land in Ayodhya outside the disputed area.

 It said that it was doing so "to ensure that a wrong committed must be repaired" in an apparent
allusion to the demolition of the Babri Masjid in 1992.

Political Funding

Context: According to latest report by Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR), DMK had the
highest income and expenditure among the 31 regional parties.

Highlight

purchased by a person who is a citizen of India or incorporated or established in India.

 These bonds are issued in multiples of Rs. 1,000, Rs. 10,000, Rs. 1 lakh, Rs. 10 lakh and Rs. 1

crore without any maximum limit.

 State Bank of India is authorised to issue and encash these bonds, which are valid for fifteen

days from the date of issuance.

 These bonds are only redeemable in the designated account of a registered political party.

 The bonds are available for purchase by any citizen of India for a period of ten days each in the

months of January, April, July and October as may be specified by the Central Government.

 A person being an individual can buy bonds, either singly or jointly with other individuals.

 The donor's name is not mentioned on the bond.
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World Bank's World Governance Indicators

 Activists, lawyers, human rights defenders and journalists are harassed and at times prosecuted
for criticising authorities.

 Draconian sedition and counterterrorism laws were used to chill free expression.

 Foreign funding regulations were used to target NGOs critical of government actions or
policies.

 Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) showed India's rank in the EIU's democracy index fell from 27 in
2014 to 51 in 2019. and classified as 'flawed democracy'.

 Bertelsmann Transformation Index (BTI), the government noted that under 'Political
Transformation': "From being in the top category of 'Democracies in consolidation' in 2014 we
have fallen to 'Defective Democracy'."



20

 Heritage Foundation Index of Economic Freedom, the presentation noted "India's Economic
Freedom Score has been "Mostly Unfree" since Heritage Foundation started publishing data in 2008.

Aadhaar Sharing

Context: The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology revoked an advisory issued by
the Aadhaar agency, warning people not to share a photocopy of the document with organizations
such as hotels etc due to the risk of "misuse."

Background:

 The advise was issued on by the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) regional office
in Bengaluru.

 It stated that citizens should only share their Aadhaar details with companies that have received a
"user licence" from UIDAI. It did not say how to validate this user license.

 Being a document with personal information, it should be "ordinarily protected" to ensure a
person's privacy.

 The ministry stated Aadhaar holders should "exercise usual care in utilizing and sharing" their
details, without defining "normal prudence."

 "Aadhaar identity authentication ecosystem has appropriate measures to protect identity and
privacy," the statement stated.

 It went on to say that the warning had warned against sharing Aadhaar details after a "effort to
misuse a photoshopped Aadhaar card."

 Unlicensed hotels or movie theaters can't collect or keep Aadhaar cards. It is a violation of the
Aadhaar Act 2016. If a private entity asks to see or duplicate your Aadhaar card, make sure they
have a valid User Licence from UIDAI.

 Section 57 of the Aadhaar Act, which essentially permitted private businesses to collect citizens'
Aadhaar details, was struck down by the Supreme Court in 2018.

 The provision was deemed "unconstitutional" by the Supreme Court while it was being read
down.

 The UIDAI explained to banks that Aadhaar (eKYC) can be used to authenticate government subsidy
and welfare scheme beneficiaries, allowing commercial banks to utilize the document to identify
such beneficiaries.

 The Centre approved the Aadhaar and Other Laws (Amendment) Ordinance,2019, which permitted
banks and telecom carriers to acquire Aadhaar details as verification of identity.

 After the Center launched the Covid-19 vaccination campaign in 2021, a petition claimed the
Aadhaar card was required for giving vaccines.

 The government told the top court that Aadhaar wasn't required for CoWin registration.
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India-Europe Ties

Context: Recently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has completed his visit to Germany, Denmark
and France from May 2 to 4.

Background

 Since the beginning of Russia-Ukraine war, many
European leaders has been visiting India.

 India's neutral stand on war has faced both criticism
and appreciations among Europeans.

 India showed pragmatism over the Ukraine question
and stated that dialogue is the only option to resolve
the crisis.

Highlights of the visit: India- Germany relations:

 India's major European partner: After WWII, India
was one of the first countries to build diplomatic relations with the Federal Republic of Germany.

 Inter-Governmental Consultations (IGC): Launched in 2011, India is one of the few countries with
whom Germany maintains such a discussion mechanism.

 G-7: Given India's stance on Russia, it will be interesting to watch if India is invited to the G-7
outreach session in June. Germany now holds the G-7 Presidency.

 Democracies: India and Germany share a commitment to preserving democratic ideals, a lawful
international order, and multilateral institution reform.

India-Denmark relations:

 Green Strategic Partnership: During Modi's virtual summit with Danish Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen in September2020, bilateral relations were advanced to the level of a "Green Strategic

Partnership."

 India-Nordic Summit: Nordic countries are leaders in innovation, green technologies, clean energy,
education, health care, human rights.

India- France relations:

 Traditionally close relations: The two countries formed a Strategic Partnership in 1998, with the
defense and security cooperation, space collaboration, and civil nuclear cooperation. India and
France have a strong economic partnership and are progressively collaborating in new sectors.

 French support:  France was one of the few Western countries that did not condemn India following
the Pokhran tests in 1998.

 It has been steadfast in its support for India's bid for permanent membership in the United
Nations Security Council.

Significance of this tour:

 Europe's importance: Modi's visit demonstrates the importance of India's ties with Europe.

 Increased engagements: In the aftermath of the Ukrainian conflict, foreign ministers from the United
Kingdom, Poland, Portugal, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and Norway etc are visiting India, as
has the President of the European Commission.

 India-EU summit: Modi's travel to Europe is anticipated to pave the way for an India-EU summit
and a boost in FTA negotiations, which were underway for over a decade and a half.

INTERNATIONAL RELATION
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Way Ahead:

 India has been engaged with Europe, both institutionally (European Union) as well as bilaterally.
India's European policy needs more focus on partnership within Indo-pacific region, engagements
in the defence and the renewable energy sectors.

 There is need to complete negotiations on India-EU Broad-based Trade and Investment Agreement
(BTIA).

 India requires France as strategic partner in the Indo-Pacific region, especially after the formation
of AUKUS group.

 India can go for more deeper defence ties with United Kingdom to reduce its dependency on Russia.

EU Sanction Russian

 Context: Recently, EU proposed strongest penalties against Russia, including a phased oil embargo.

Highlight of EU's proposal:

 Crude oil ban: The European Commission
suggested phasing off supply of Russian crude
oil within six months and refined products by the
end of 2022, putting additional strain on Russia's
already shattered $1.8 trillion economy.

 This comes after Ukraine faced further Russian
bombing and nervously watched large-scale army
operations in neighbouring Belarus, a close
Moscow ally.

 Looking for alternate resources: It would mark a
turning point for the world's largest trading
union, which is still reliant on Russian energy
and must find alternate sources.

 Additional sanctions: EU also imposed sanctions
against Russia's largest bank, Sberbank, two
other lenders, three state media, and Army
leaders and others suspected of war crimes.

 Next probable target: The EU is still yet to pursue
Russian natural gas, which is used to heat
houses and produce energy throughout the EU.

 European Union (EU)

 It's an international organization comprising 27 European countries and governing
common economic, social, and security policies.

 Formed in 1993.

 Headquarters Brussels, Belgium

 It came into force after the signing of the Maastricht Treaty by 28 countries. The Maastricht
Treaty is also known as the Treaty of the European Union (TEU).
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Abortion Rights in USA

Context: Recently, a leaked document of the U.S. Supreme Court indicated the change in abortion
law in the country.

About It

 Conception of life: Supreme Court (in the leaked
document ) recognized the judgement in Roe v.
Wade case as morally wrong. Abortion right is
against the rights of the unborn child.

 The Roe v. Wade decision ( 1973 ) recognized
that the right to personal privacy under the
U.S. Constitution protects a woman's ability
to terminate her pregnancy.

 As per the court's decision - "This right of privacy
is broad enough to encompass a woman's

decision whether or not to terminate her pregnancy".
About Abortion rights

 Abortion right basically includes the right of women to terminate their pregnancy.
 It comes under the right to privacy which includes the right to bodily autonomy and the right to

self-determination

Add the Indian Abortion topic now.

 Abortion rights in India are protected under the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act 1971.
Recently, it was amended through the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 2021.

 Under the Act, a pregnancy may be terminated up to 20 weeks by a married/unmarried woman in
the case of failure of a contraceptive method or device.

 Opinion of two registered medical practitioners for termination of pregnancy of 20-24 weeks of
gestation.

Arguments in favour of abortion: Arguments against abortion

 Bodily autonomy: Everyone has absolute
rights over his body, women should not
be forced either to carry or terminate a
pregnancy against their will.

 Safety of lives: It is required to save the
lives of mother and child due to medical
emergencies.

 Unwanted pregnancies, especially in case
of rape/other sexual assault, are required
to be terminated as it affects the mental
and physical health of the victim.

 Right to choose: The right to Freedom of
Choice is the basic human right available
to all. Hence the woman has the right to
take the decision regarding pregnancy.

 Abortion is the violation of the right to
life of the unborn child.

 It may create challenges for woman's
mental and physical health in the long
run.

 Abortion promotes the evil of sex
selection( to control the sex of the
offspring to achieve a desired sex ).
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 Opinion of the State-level medical board is essential for a pregnancy to be terminated after 24
weeks in case of substantial foetal abnormalities.

Way Forward

 Abortion right is an essential part of a woman's right to privacy. It needs to be protected but there
should be limitations on it. Abortions should be carried out only in registered institutions and
there should be a strong mechanism to check cases of gender-based abortions.

Q. The revamping of the landmark obortion rule in USA will have for seeking constitutional
implications. Examine

Tamil Nadu Aid To Sri Lanka

Context: Recently, Central government gave consent for a resolution passed by Tamil Nadu
Assembly to provide humanitarian aid to Sri Lanka.

Highlight

 Central government during 1987 Humanitarian crisis in Jaffna, had send essential commodities,
weighing 950 tonnes, through a convoy of 19 fishing boats, apart from a boat carrying media
persons and representatives of the Red Cross.

 TN Assembly resolution which had proposed the supply of 40,000 tonnes of rice (valued at ?80
crore), 137 life-saving drugs (?28 crore) and 500 tonnes of milk powder for children (?15 crore).

 Tamil Nadu's present initiative is aimed at helping those who are in distress, regardless of ethnicity.

 The State's proposal to send relief material can help build closer ties between the two nations.

Colombo Crisis

Context: Recently, UN chief for Human Rights, criticized the rising violence in Sri Lanka amid a
grave economic and political crisis and asked authorities to avert
further unrest.

Background:

 Sri Lanka Emergency :

 Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa declared
a state of emergency.

 The state of emergency gives the security forces and
the police the power to arbitrarily detain and even
arrest people.

 Sri Lanka is witnessing the worst economic turmoil
in its history characterised by shortage of essentials,
and power outages induced by severe forex crisis.

 Decision came amid weeks of protests by the public
demanding the resignation of the President and the
government.

 Rajapaksa had earlier declared emergency on April
1 after a mass protest opposite his residence. He then
revoked it on April 5.
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Reasons for unrest in Colombo:

 Instances which impacted the economy: The Easter bombings, which occurred prior to the
President's administration, and COVID, which shut down the tourism sector, a major source of
foreign currency, destroyed the Sri Lankan economy.

 Inflated prices of staples: Acquired foreign debt, mismanagement of assets, populist policies, and
other factors all contributed to the crisis, which has resulted in spiralingprice increases for staples
like as cereals, pharmaceuticals, milk powder, and cooking gas.

 Political unrest and investment: If the political unrest persists, economic recovery will be hampered:
tourism is reluctant to catch up in the current climate, and investors are likely to remain away.

India's Aid:

 Funds and Goods:India has contributed $3.5 billion in help in the form of funds and essential
goods.

 Neutral Stance: India has acted as a sympathetic and helpful neighbor, remaining neutral in the
political situation.

Way Forward

 Dialogue: The UN asked the Sri Lankan government to participate in meaningful discussion with
all segments of society in order to chart a course forward and solve the socioeconomic issues that
people, particularly vulnerable and marginalized groups, face.

 Dealing with core causes: The government should tackle the broader political and institutional
core causes of discrimination and human rights violations.

 Peaceful solution: The United Nations expressed optimism that Sri Lanka will find a peaceful
solution to the situation in order to alleviate suffering, improve democracy and human rights, and
prevent additional violence.

US outreach to ASEAN

Context: President Joe Biden of the United States will host leaders and top officials from the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in Washington, DC.

About the meeting:

 Absence of Myanmar: Myanmar, an ASEAN member whose junta deposed the government in a
coup, will not be represented at the summit.

 Since its announcement in April last year, ASEAN's 'Five Point Consensus' to halt the instability
in Myanmar has made no headway.

 Agenda: Leaders are anticipated to discuss Ukraine, regional concerns in addition to Myanmar.

 Washington is focused with the Russia-Ukraine conflict and China's growing influence in the
Pacific.

 Discussion on issues like as technology, post-COVID-19 recovery, energy, and climate change.

 Indo Pacific Economic Framework:Mr. Biden will outline his administration's economic blueprint
for the area, the Indo Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF).

 The framework will structure cooperation across numerous areas ranging from infrastructure
and supply chains to taxation, is expected to be formally revealed.
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 Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)

 It is a regional organization which was established to promote political and social stability
amid rising tensions among the Asia-Pacific's post-colonial states.

 The motto of ASEAN is "One Vision, One Identity, One Community".

 ASEAN Secretariat - Indonesia, Jakarta.

 Genesis: Established in 1967 with the signing of the ASEAN Declaration (Bangkok
Declaration) by its founding fathers.

 Members of ASEAN: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam are ASEAN members.

NATO Membership

Context: Recently, Finland and Sweden are exploring their ways in favour of applying for NATO
membership.

Highlight

 Reason: Russia's invasion of Ukraine has forced a
rethink of how Sweden and neighbour Finland
safeguard national security.

 Both are worried they would be vulnerable while their
applications are processed, which could take up to a
year.

 Impact: NATO Membership would strengthen the
entire defence alliance.

 Article 5 of NATO's charter, which guarantees that an
attack on one member state would be considered as an
attack on all.

 New arrangements would intensify intelligence sharing
and accelerate joint military training, exercises and
deployments

 Sweden and Finland are part of the Joint Expeditionary
Force, a multinational military group focused on
security in the High North, North Atlantic and Baltic
Sea regions.

 Sweden and Finland have also received assurances of support from the United States and Germany.

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)

 It is a military alliance established by the North Atlantic Treaty (also called the Washington Treaty)
of April, 1949, by the United States, Canada, and several Western European nations to provide
collective security against the Soviet Union.

 There are currently 30 member states.

 Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium.
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India-Afghanistan

Context: Recently, a fourth Regional Security Dialogue on Afghanistan was held at Dushanbe,
Tajikistan.

 Countries in attendance: Meeting of National
Security Advisors and State Security Council
Chiefs in Beijing included China, Iran,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Uzbekistan,
and Tajikistan.

Highlights:

 Essential stakeholder: Emphasizing India's
decision to help Afghanistan with humanitarian
aid despite no contacts with the Taliban.

 Special Bond: India's approach would be
guided by its centuries-long special bond with
the Afghan people.

 Female Education: Women and youth are vital
to any society's future success. Girls' education
and employment will boost production and
growth.

 It will also discourage radicalism among
youth.

 UNSC Declaration: International appeals
on the Taliban to lift a ban on girls in grades
6-12 attending school.

 India criticized Taliban regime's activities
and limits on women's education and work,
in a UN Security Council declaration.

 Combating terrorism: All participants at the Dialogue must work to improve Afghanistan's
capabilities to combat terrorism and terrorist groups that constitute a danger to regional peace
and security, India said at the meeting.

 Significance: India has engaged regional and global parties on Afghanistan's security in recent
weeks.

 The National Security Council convened a five-day SCO-RATS summit in Delhi last week,
with Pakistani and Chinese delegates.

 US Special Envoy Thomas West met with government officials and Afghan Leader Dr. Abdullah
Abdullah in Delhi.

 Special Representative for Afghanistan (SRA) West was in India to discuss how we can support
Afghans.

India's efforts in Afghanistan:

 Contact with Taliban: While India refuses to recognize the Taliban administration, it has contacted
Taliban officials in Doha and other locations since their seizure of Kabul in August 2021.
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 Aid to Afghanistan: After Pakistan gave transit trade access, India sent 17000 MT of wheat out of a
total promise of 50000 MT, as well as COVID-19 and Polio vaccine doses, vitally needed
medications, and winter clothes.

 Diplomatic status: India is not considering re-establishing its diplomatic presence in Kabul, as at
least 15 countries, including Russia, China, Iran, Pakistan, and a few Central Asian republics have.

 The United States and the European Union both have quasi-missions in Kabul.

 Intelligence: The government has been requesting frequent intelligence and security input on the
potential of stationing personnel in Kabul to deal with the regime while also assisting Afghans.

Pakistan-based Terror groups

Context: According to the latest report of the UN monitoring team on Afghanistan, Pakistan-based
terrorists groups Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) are present in Taliban-controlled
parts of Afghanistan.

About UN conducted study:

 The study, which was distributed to members of the UN Security Council's sanctions committee,
gives guidelines for the UN's future strategy toward Afghanistan.

 The UN Security Council sanctions committee is currently chaired by India, with Russia and the
UAE serving as vice chairs - the group includes all 15 members of the UN Security Council.

Findings of the study:

 UN monitoring mission on Afghanistan reports they organize training camps and have significant
ties to the ruling government, including top-level meetings.

 Al Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) includes between 180 and 400 fighters, involving
nationals from Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, and Pakistan

 Al Qaeda is unlikely to direct strikes beyond Afghanistan for the next year or two due to lack
of competence and Taliban restrictions.

 JeM operates eight training centers in Nangarhar, three of which are directly controlled by the
Taliban.

 LeT maintains three camps in Kunar and Nangarhar and gave financing and training to Taliban
operations

  Taliban team visited a LeT training camp in Nangarhar's Haska Mena district.

 MawlawiAssadullah, the leader of the LeT, met with Taliban Deputy Interior Minister Noor
Jalil in October 2021.

 Internal conflict: According to the source, some 180 senior Taliban members traveled to Kandahar
for deliberations with Taliban leader Hibatullah Akhundzada at a three-day jirga from March 22-24.

 Hardline and moderate bloc: Moderate and hardline Taliban blocs have differing opinions.

 The moderate faction includes Mullah Baradar, Sher Mohammad Abbas Stanekzai, who think
the Taliban must collaborate with foreign partners and be integrated into the international
system, notably global money.

 The hardline camp reportedly consists of prominent Taliban centered around Hibatullah
Akhundzada, such as Mohammad Hassan Akhund. The hardline bloc emphasizes ideology
over foreign relations.
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 The Haqqani Network and pushback: According to the report, the Haqqani Network moved fast
to seize control of critical portfolios and ministries, including interior, intelligence, passports, and
migration.

 There has been opposition against the Haqqanis. It was revealed that the Haqqanis had expected
Sirajuddin's ascension to Deputy Prime Minister to be supported. This did not happen.

 Arms: The Taliban claims to have 40 operational aircraft, according to a few member states.

 These comprise two operating Mi-17 helicopters, two UH-60 Black Hawks, two MD-530 Cayuse
light helicopters, two Mi-24 helicopter gunships, and one fixed-wing transport aircraft.

NADI-3 Conclave In Assam

Context: Recently, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar Inaugurates International NADI-3 Conclave
in Assam.

About NADI (Natural Allies in Development and Interdependence)Initiative

 NADI, meaning river, is an initiative to articulate and activate a collective vision of sub-regional
cooperation in the Bay of Bengal region and with South East Asia.

 It recognises the region south of Himalayas from Ganga and Brahmaputra to Mekong as a contiguity
of river basins with common challenges that require close cooperation beyond their political borders.

 NADI is also aimed at building confidence in the key role of India's north-eastern region taking
forward strategic initiatives for energy and water security in the neighbourhood and in the Bay of
Bengal region, leading towards a vibrant and secure Indo-Pacific.

 The third edition was organized by Shillong-based think tank Asian Confluence in collaboration
with the Union External Affairs Ministry, Act East Policy Affairs Department of the Assam
government, North Eastern Council and other partners.

Assam Strategic Position

 Assam acts as a cultural and civilizational bridge between India and the ASEAN region besides
providing the land link.

 Seeds of the historical and cultural relations between Assam and the ASEAN were sown by
ChaolungSukapha, the architect of the greater Assamese society who came to the region from
South East Asia, in the 13th century.

 About Diplomacy: It is not just about bridging positions through wordsmithery.

 It is equally about bridging societies through projects.

 It is about connectivity, contacts and cooperation.

Azerbaijan-Armenia conflict

Context: Recently, Azerbaijan and Armenia decided to set up border security and delimitation
commissions.

Background of Conflict

 About Nagorno-Karabakh Region

 It is a landlocked, mountainous and forested region with a population of around 150,000,
falling within the boundaries of Azerbaijan.
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 Nagorno-Karabakh, called Artsakh in
Armenian, hosts a predominantly ethnic
Armenian population with an Azeri minority.

 It is located in the South Caucasus region,
which straddles the border between eastern
Europe and western Asia and spans the
southern part of the Caucasus mountains.

 It is roughly made up of modern-day Armenia,
Azerbaijan, and Georgia.

 The capital of Nagorno-Karabakh is
Stepanakert, with Susha being another major
city in the region.

 Nagorno-Karabakh, which was once a part of
the Armenian Kingdom, has been ruled by
several empires over the centuries - the
Ottomans, the Persians, and the Russians.

 Azeri-Armenian war of 1991

 With the dissolution of the USSR in 1991,
Armenia and Azerbaijan became independent countries

 By 1993, Armenia had taken control of most of Nagorno-Karabakh, along with 20 per cent of
adjoining Azeri territory, which in total amounted to around 13 per cent of Azerbaijan's territory.

 War ended in 1994 when both countries entered into a ceasefire brokered by Russia but the
borders of Armenia and Azerbaijan were not demarcated.

 Peace talks were also initiated by the Minsk Group but peace treaty could not be brokered.

 Four-day war of 2016 and the 2020 war

 A ceasefire signed in 1994 could not prevent multiple flareups between the Nagorno-Karabakh
rebel armed forces backed by the Armenian military, and the Azerbaijani military.

 In 2016, a clash between the rebels and the Azerbaijani military transformed into a four-day
war between Azerbaijan and Armenia.

 Clashes again erupted on the Armenia-Azerbaijan border in September of 2020, which turned
into a fierce six-week war in which more than 2,000 people died.

 Both parties entered a ceasefire brokered by Moscow in November 2020.

 Roles played by Russia and Turkey

 Azeris and Turks share strong cultural and historical links as Azerbaijanis are a Turkic ethnic
group of mixed heritage, speaking a language belonging to a branch of the Turkic family.

 In the 2020 war, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan blamed Armenia for the clashes and
offered his support to Azerbaijan, supplying armed drones, ammunition and defence
equipment.

 Alarmed Moscow: Russia remained neutral in the early days of the war but later established
small military outposts along the Armenian border, supposedly to prevent the conflict from
extending into mainland Armenia, but also sending a message to Azerbaijan.
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Highlight of current peace talks

 With the efforts of the Minsk Group remaining largely unsuccessful and Russia devoting most of
its attention to the Ukraine incursion since March this year.

 Azerbaijan is sensing an opportunity to introduce its own peace proposal, which calls for the
mutual recognition of each state's territorial integrity, meaning the recognition of Nagorno-Karabakh
within Azerbaijani territory.

 European Union has emerged as a potential peace broker.

 It signals a step towards resolution of a decades-long conflict over the Nagorno-Karabakh Enclave.

NATO

Context: Turkey has shown its resentment against NATO membership for Finland, Sweden

Background

 After decades of political neutrality, Nordic countries
Finland and Sweden have applied to join the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO).

 Reason:  Russia's invasion of Ukraine is considered
to be the primary motivation behind Finland and
Sweden's interest in joining the military alliance.

 Russian Response: In April 2022, Russia had warned
of nuclear deployment close to the Baltic States and
Scandinavia if Finland or Sweden decide to join
NATO.

Turkey Arguments

 Turkey has announced that it will not support the
Nordic countries' plans to join the alliance.

 Any membership bid to NATO must be unanimously
supported by all its members in order to be
successful.

 Sweden has been lenient towards the Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK).

 PKK was established in 1978 by Abdullah Ocalan and has waged an insurgency in Turkey with
the objective of establishing an independent Kurdish state.

 Turkey is also against the supply of arms to the People's Protection Units (YPG), a Kurdish militant
organisation that operates in Syria.

 Turkey views the YPG as an affiliate of the PKK.

 Sanctions by Sweden on Turkey: Sweden suspended arms sale to Turkey in 2019 over their military
action in Syria.

 Sweden and Finland have also not responded to 33 extradition requests by Turkey in the last five
years.

 Expanding NATO would provoke Russia further and can lead to the intensification of the war in
Ukraine.
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Indo-Pacific Economic Framework

Context: Recently, India and 12 other countries led by the United States launched the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework.

Highlights of the event

 IPEF: The IPEF aims to strengthen economic
partnership among participating countries to
improve resilience, sustainability, inclusiveness,
economic growth, fairness, and competitiveness in
the Indo-Pacific region.

 India's view: India will contribute to the
development of an inclusive and adaptable Indo-
Pacific Economic Framework. Trust, transparency,
and timeliness should be the three key cornerstones
of robust supply chains.

 This framework will serve to reinforce these
three pillars and pave the road for Indo-Pacific
development, peace, and prosperity.

 India is eager to engage with partner countries
under the IPEF to advance regional economic
connectivity, integration, and trade and
investment within the region.

 US's view: According to the White House, Biden
formed the IPEF with a dozen first partners representing 40% of global GDP.

 The Indo-Pacific region has half of the world's population and more than 60% of global GDP.

 The countries are united in their desire for a free, open, fair, inclusive, interconnected, resilient,
secure, and prosperous Indo-Pacific region capable of achieving sustained and inclusive
economic growth.

 US firms will find more credible partners in the Indo-Pacific Framework as they seek alternatives
to China.

Four pillars under the IPEF:

 Trade: We seek high-standard, inclusive, free, and fair trade obligations and new, creative initiatives
in trade and technology policy that stimulate economic activity, support sustainable and inclusive
economic growth, and benefit workers and consumers.

 Cooperation in the digital economy is one of our initiatives, but it is not the only one.

 Supply Chains: We are committed to increasing supply chain transparency, diversity, security,
and sustainability in order to make them more resilient and well-integrated.

 We want to coordinate crisis response measures, strengthen collaboration to prepare for and
minimize disruptions, improve logistical efficiency and assistance.

 Secure access to vital raw and processed materials, semiconductors, critical minerals, and
clean energy technology.
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 Clean energy, decarbonization, and infrastructure: We propose to expedite the development and
implementation of clean energy technology to decarbonize our economies and increase climate
resilience.

 This means strengthening collaboration on technologies, generating funding, particularly
concessional finance.

 Identifying ways to promote competitiveness and connectivity through supporting sustainable
and durable infrastructure and giving technical assistance.

 Tax and Anti-Corruption: We promote fair competition by establishing and enforcing effective
tax, anti-money laundering, and anti-bribery regimes in compliance with existing global standards,
and agreements to reduce tax evasion and corruption in the Indo-Pacific region.

 This entails sharing expertise and looking for ways to assist capacity growth, both of which
are required to advance transparent and accountable systems.

Significance

 US is trying to regain credibility in the region after former President Donald Trump pulled out of
the Trans Pacific Partnership TPP.

 Counter China's Economic Influence: China is an influential member of the TPP, and has sought
membership of its successor agreement Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement on Trans
Pacific Partnership.

 It is also in the 14-member Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership, of which the US is not
a member (India withdrew from RCEP).

 Projecting IPEF as the new US vehicle for re-engagement with East Asia and South East Asia.

Neighbourhood in Turmoil

Context: The effect of the changes on Indian policy will provide New Delhi with a better knowledge
of future domestic difficulties.

Background

 India's policy till 2016: The official's
message was that New Delhi would
utilize all available means to prevail over
any unfriendly South Asian neighbor.

 In 2016, the government sent a
warning to Pakistan regarding
terrorist incidents and canceled
Foreign Secretary-level discussions.

 In Sri Lanka, the Rajapaksa
government, viewed as cozying up
to China, was voted out. Indian intelligence reportedly facilitated opposition meetings.

 Nepal's coalition government fell apart, and New Delhi gave it a push.

 Shift in policy: By the second term, the government had settled on a more consensual, conciliatory
approach in the neighborhood, building ties with each country through high-level visits, extending
development funds and lines of credit, and permitting soft power diplomacy.
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Change in policy

 Uniform approach abandoned: Myanmar, Nepal, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka saw non-
electoral reforms, yet New Delhi hasn't been blamed for interfering in their politics.

 South Block's uniformly tough one size fits all approach to the region has been abandoned.

 Policy in Myanmar:  the Modi government improved ties with the military regime that toppled
Aung San Suu Kyi's NLD.

 Afghanistan: It severed connections with the Taliban, who seized power in Kabul by force
after Afghan President Ashraf Ghani fled the country.

 Sri Lanka: India has mainly supported the changes in Sri Lanka, where public protests drove
Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa to retire and President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to nominate
Ranil Wickremesinghe as Prime Minister.

 Pakistan: In Pakistan, it has mostly disregarded Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's inauguration
after Imran Khan lost a confidence vote.

 Individuals in the neighbourhood:  New Delhi's messaging is now aimed at individuals in the
neighborhood rather than just those in authority.

 Modi spent months negotiating with Pakistani officials to provide 50,000 MT of wheat to
Afghanistan.

 According to a statement from the Ministry of External Affairs, India will always be guided by
the best interests of the people of Sri Lanka expressed via democratic procedures.

 Domestic issues: The lowering of rhetoric in the neighborhood about domestic issues.

 The Government's response to Durga Pooja violence against Bangladesh's Hindu minority
last year was more nuanced than its message during the 2019 Citizenship (Amendment) Act
campaign.

Lessons to be learnt:

 Unrestricted power: The lesson is that populism does not pay off in the long run. It's a mistake for
a government to equate an election triumph and a mandate for administration with unrestricted
power.

 Popularity amongst public: A leader's popularity can fall sharply and unexpectedly for a variety
of reasons.

 During Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka's crises, the leaders who stepped in may not have had
the same oratory skills as the leaders they replaced, but they were acceptable because of their
experience and education.

 Economy: In Pakistan, Nepal, and Sri Lanka, populists have been defeated not by opposition
parties, but by a slowdown in GDP, job creation, and rising prices.

 In December2019, India had already seen six consecutive quarters of losses.

 Russia's invasion of Ukraine, combined with Western sanctions, has caused food and fuel
prices to skyrocket.

Way forward

 Reasons of economic mismanagement: India must analyze the reasons of the economic
mismanagement that changed the neighborhood.



35

 Also check the implications of new risks on smaller neighboring countries that global powers
could exploit to gain more direct influence in the region.

 Revitalize regional organizations: India must find new ways to revitalize regional organizations
like the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC)
and the Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal (BBIN) Initiative.

 Reassess SAARC: It should reassess SAARC in order to explore joint measures to revitalize tourism
and exports, supporting South Asian migrant labor abroad, and developing common pools of
food and fuel inventories to shield the South Asian economy from inflationary blows.

 political culture lessons: The government must learn from the political culture lessons that have
failed alpha leaders in neighboring democracies.

 One of the common threads in each of the governments (Rajapaksa, Oli, and Khan) was an
aversion for reaching consensus.

World Economic Forum (WEF)

Context: Recently, World Economic Forum (WEF) Annual Meeting 2022 came to an end on 26 May.

Highlightshlight Feature

Key Highlights Features

Critical Edition  The summit takes place at a critical geopolitical and economic juncture,
with the epidemic in the background and the invasion of Ukraine in
the foreground.

Eight Thematic  Global collaboration; rebalancing the economy; society and equity;
Priorities climate change and the environment;

 Innovation and governance, industrial change, risks and resilience, and
global health are all topics that need to be addressed.

Global Digital FDI  To enhance digital foreign direct investment flows, on digital economy
Flows Launched projects that help youth, small business owners, and women.

 to enhance digital adoption, investment in new digital activities, and
investment in digital infrastructure.

 It is a collaboration between the Digital Cooperation Organization
(DCO) and WEF.

Defining and  Defining and Building the Metaverse is a new endeavour presented
Building by Forum.

Metaverse:  The metaverse is a virtual world where people can use an avatar to
live, work, and play.

 This endeavour brings together key stakeholders in order to create a
metaverse that is economically sustainable, interoperable, safe, and
inclusive.

 According to estimates, the metaverse business will be worth $800
billion by 2024.
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India at Davos  Launch of Indian CEO Alliance:

2022  WEF launched the India chapter of the Alliance of CEO Climate Action
Leaders to boost India's climate action and decarbonization efforts.

 The Alliance, which is part of the WEF's Climate Action Platform, will
work to achieve the vision of Mission 2070: A Green New Deal for a
Net Zero India by 2070.

Maharashtra Fight  Maharashtra, India's largest state by GDP, has joined the Global Plastic
Against Plastic Action Partnership of the World Economic Forum (GPAP).

Pollution  It has joined the platform to promote localised circular economy
solutions.

 World Economic Forum:

 It is a non-governmental organisation that promotes public-private cooperation around the
world.

 The Forum brings together the world's most powerful political, commercial, cultural, and
other leaders to define global, regional, and industry priorities.

 HQ: Cologny-Geneva, Switzerland.

 Davos meet: It holds an annual gathering in Davos, a mountain resort in Graubünden, in the
eastern Alps area of Switzerland, toward the end of January.

 Reports published:

 Global Competitiveness Report,  Global Information Technology Report,

 Global Gender Gap Report,  Global Risks Report,

 Global Travel and Tourism Report,  Financial Development Report,

 Global Enabling Trade Report.
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Repo Rate Hike

Context: Recently, Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of RBI increased the repo rate by 40 basis
points and the cash reserve ratio (CRR) by 50 basis points.

de-anchor inflation expectations, which will then become self-fulfilling and harmful to growth
and financial stability.

Practical move by RBI:

 Building cash reserve: CRR increase could simply be an attempt to build up a liquidity cash reserve.

 To be more specific, liquidity inflows into the financial system could be policy-driven by the
central bank (for example, changes in reserves, open market operations, and so on) or non-policy
generated (foreign exchange reserves, government cash balances, and currency in circulation).

 Assisting the markets: Given the recent impact on non-policy driven liquidity inflows (outflows
of portfolio capital) and the scale of the government borrowing program, the RBI must also assist
the market in some way.

ECONOMIC
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 Getting a leeway: Repossessing bank reserves through the CRR (Rs 87,000 crore) could offer the
central bank some leeway in the future to make open market purchases of bonds from banks and
therefore inject additional liquidity if the need arises.

 During 2003-08, when market stabilisation bonds were introduced, the RBI followed a similar
tactic, raising the CRR as well. As a result, the CRR rate hike is a key instrument for potentially
managing G-sec yields.

Way forward:

 Correct move: The RBI has managed correctly in responding to market factors that could have an
impact on India's development prospects if inflationary worries are not addressed now.

 Boosting economy: Simultaneously, by committing to stay accommodating in order to boost up
and revive growth, it has reiterated its commitment to being a trusted partner in the country's growth.

 Benefits: The rate hike will benefit the banking sector because the risk will be properly re-priced.

 Domestic Saving: By boosting the repo rate, the RBI seeks to encourage individuals to spend less
and save more, so reducing the economy's demand and, by default, prices.

Various Instruments of Monetary Policy

Repo Rate:  The interest rate at which the Reserve Bank provides
overnight liquidity to banks against the collateral of
government and other approved securities under the
liquidity adjustment facility (LAF).

Reverse Repo Rate:  The interest rate at which the Reserve Bank absorbs
liquidity, on an overnight basis, from banks against the
collateral of eligible government securities under the LAF.

Liquidity Adjustment Facility  The LAF consists of overnight as well as term repo auctions.

(LAF):  The aim of term repo is to help develop the interbank term
money market, which in turn can set market based
benchmarks for pricing of loans and deposits, and hence
improve transmission of monetary policy.

 The RBI also conducts variable interest rate reverse repo
auctions, as necessitated under the market conditions.

Marginal Standing Facility  A facility under which scheduled commercial banks can
(MSF): borrow additional amount of overnight money from the

Reserve Bank by dipping into their Statutory Liquidity
Ratio SLR) portfolio up to a limit at a penal rate of interest.

 This provides a safety valve against unanticipated liquidity
shocks to the banking system.

Corridor:  The MSF rate and reverse repo rate determine the corridor
for the daily movement in the weighted average call money rate.

Bank Rate:  It is the rate at which the RBI is ready to buy or rediscount
bills of exchange or other commercial papers. The Bank
Rate is published under Section 49 of the RBI Act, 1934.
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 This rate has been aligned to the MSF rate and, therefore,
changes automatically as and when the MSF rate changes
alongside policy repo rate changes.

Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR):  The average daily balance that a bank is required to
maintain with the Reserve Bank as a share of such per cent
of its Net demand and time liabilities (NDTL) that the
Reserve Bank may notify from time to time in the Gazette
of India.

Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR):  The share of NDTL that a bank is required to maintain in
safe and liquid assets, such as, unencumbered government
securities, cash and gold.

 Changes in SLR often influence the availability of resources
in the banking system for lending to the private sector.

Open Market Operations  These include both, outright purchase and sale of
(OMOs): government securities, for injection and absorption of

durable liquidity, respectively.

Market Stabilisation Scheme  This instrument for monetary management was introduced
(MSS): in 2004.

 Surplus liquidity of a more enduring nature arising from
large capital inflows is absorbed through sale of short-
dated government securities and treasury bills.

 The cash so mobilised is held in a separate government
account with the RBI.

Employment Trend

Context: According to the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE)'s Consumer Pyramids
Household Survey, employment in India fell from 408.9 million in 2019-20 to 387.2 million in
2020-21 and then recovered to 401.8 million in 2021-22.

Impact of Covid pandemic on employment:

 Net job loss: Nearly 78 million jobs (during first wave) and 13 million jobs (during second wave)
were lost.

 But after pandemic, the total job loss is estimated at 4.5 millions.

 Women employees: They account for 52% of job losses since 2019-20. The female labour force
participation rate among urban women fell to 7% in 2021-22 from 9.4% in 2019-20.

 Small traders and daily wage labourers: In 2020 after lockdown, 79 million small traders and daily
wage labourers lost employment.

 Entrepreneurship: The count of entrepreneurs has also come down from 78 million in 2019-20 to
75 million in 2021-22.

 This fall of about 1% is in sharp contrast to the 13% per annum growth in entrepreneurs before the
pandemic.
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 Salaried employees: The biggest relative fall in employment is in the category of salaried employees
(6.8%).

 About 5.9 million salaried employees have lost employment in the two years of the pandemic.

 Work from home: The pandemic created challenges for women to carry work form home as the
rest of the family was also at home made.

 It was more difficult for women compared to the hardship of commuting to work.

Challenges ahead:

 Providing suitable employment for the salaried persons.

Issues Faced by Jute Mills

 High Cost of Procurement: mills are procuring raw jute at prices higher than what they are selling
them at after processing.

 Government has a fixed Minimum Support Price (MSP) for raw jute procurement from farmers,
which is ?4,750 per quintal for the 2022-23 season.
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 However, it reached mill at ?7,200 per quintal, that is, ?700 more than the ?6,500 per quintal
cap for the final product due to:

 Farmers are far-off from the mills locations and the procurement process is cumbersome.

 Role of middlemen or traders: As a standard practice, the middlemen charge mills for their services,
which involves procuring jute from farmers, grading, bailing and then bringing the bales to the mills.

 Decline Acreage due to occurrence of Cyclone Amphan in May 2020 and the subsequent rains in
major jute producing States.

 It led to lower production and yield compared to previous years.
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 Import growth was led by coal (136.4 per cent), crude oil (81.2 per cent), chemicals (46.9 per
cent), vegetable oil (33.6 per cent), and electronic goods (28.6 per cent).

Concern Looming

 World Trade Organisation (WTO) in March-22, lowered its 2022 global trade forecast to 3 per cent
from 4.7 per cent due to the ongoing conflict and a potentially more transmissible Omicron subtype
fettering China.

 India has also not projected any fresh target for FY23 given the uncertainty surrounding world
trade, due to high logistics costs and the unprecedented surge in raw material prices.

RBI and Inflation

Context: Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has suddenly tightened monetary policy, raising its policy
interest rate and decreasing liquidity in the banking sector.

Food Inflation:

 Inflation: The Food and Agriculture Organization's
food price index increased 29.8 percent year on year
in April.

 Furthermore, all commodity price categories
have increased significantly: cereals (34.3%),
vegetable oils (46.5%), dairy (23.5%), sugar
(21.8%), and meat (16.8 per cent).

 Import-export balance: The extent to which global
inflation affects domestic food prices is determined
by the country's import/export balance. Food oils
and cotton, for example, are both imported and
exported in large quantities.

 Climatic impact on food: Due to the hot wave that
began in mid-March, public stocks and domestic availability are under pressure, even if open
market prices have climbed to export parity levels.

 The Centre has chosen to reduce wheat allocations and increase rice availability under its
flagship free-grains program.

Reasons for RBI's move:

 Inflation pressure: The RBI now believes that inflationary pressures would be either stronger or
more persistent than previously anticipated.  RBI believed that immediate action was required to
alleviate these constraints.

 Inflation targeting works best when monetary policy is predictable, with interest rate changes
published on a regular basis and based on well-explained inflation forecasts.

 Exchange rate:  The US Federal Reserve was expected to announce a 50 basis point hike in interest rates.

 As a result, it is probable that the RBI intended to get ahead of this statement by announcing
its own 40 basis point rate hike, thereby maintaining the interest disparity against the US
currency.
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Impact of inflation:

 It has a negative impact on people's purchasing power: By the end of 2022, prices would be almost
25% higher than they were in January 2019.

  Poor suffer the most from high inflation because they have minimal savings.

 It lowers total demand: Consumers desire fewer goods and services as a result of lower purchasing
power.

 It hurts savers while benefiting debtors: Inflation erodes the real interest earned on savings in
banks and similar institutions.

 It aids the government in debt repayment: Inflation benefits the government, the economy's greatest
borrower and also helps the government accomplish its deficit goals.

 Corporate profitability yielded mixed results: large corporations may benefit more because they
can pass on pricing to customers.

  Lower demand will result in lower sales and profits for small businesses.

 It depreciates the currency:  High inflation weakens the currency, and if the RBI doesn't hike interest
rates quickly enough, investors will flee.

 It raises the prospect of increased inflation: People's psychology is altered when there is persistently
high inflation. People anticipate rising future prices and want bigger wages.

Way forward

 It must confront the costs of its unexpected announcement by boosting the legitimacy
of the inflation-targeting framework. It will need to concentrate on its inflation
aim rather than the exchange rate or any other goals.

 It will have to persuade the people that it is genuinely attempting to curb inflation.
To do this, policy must be tightened further, but in a steady, predictable, and transparent manner.

State Government Borrowing

Context: According to rating agency ICRA, some States that had borrowed more in the pandemic-
hit years could face challenges in raising fresh resources.

Background

 Part XII of the Constitution of India deals with borrowing by the Central Government and State
Governments.

 Article 292: Borrowing by the Central
Government.

 Article 293: borrowing by State
Governments.

 Article 293 (3) requires State Governments
that are indebted to the Central
Government to seek the consent of the
Central Government before raising further borrowings.

 Centre government conveys the net borrowing ceiling for each State at the beginning of the fiscal
year.
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 Fiscal deficit target is typically recommended by the Government of India-appointed finance

commission for a five-year period and accepted or modified by the Centre.

 This is then applied to the Centre's estimate of each state's gross state domestic product (GSDP)

for a particular fiscal year to determine the absolute net borrowing ceiling for that year.

Concern Related to State's Borrowings

 Proliferation of off-budget borrowing:  ICRA  expects States to borrow ?8.4 lakh crore during 2022-

23, with a borrowing limit of 3.5% of GSDP.

 Evading Fiscal Prudence: By raising borrowings off-budget, states are effectively circumventing

the ceiling set by the Centre.

 Off-budget borrowings by a state government refer to loans taken by its entities, special purpose

vehicles, etc., which are expected to eventually be serviced through the state government's

own budget, instead of the cash flows or revenues generated by the borrowing entity.

 Such borrowings aid states in surpassing the targets for various fiscal indicators that were set

under state Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Acts,

 Compromise: Ability of state governments to service this debt in the future could widen states'

deficits and compress the fiscal space available for other expenditure priorities.

Steps taken to improve Fiscal Prudence

 Finance ministry, based on the recommendations of 15th Finance Commission, had granted

additional borrowing of upto 0.5% of the Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) to the states every

year for a four year period from 2021-22 to 2024-25 based on the reforms undertaken by them in

the power sector.

 Objective: to improve the operational and economic efficiency of the sector, and promote a

sustained increase in paid electricity consumption.

 For 2022-23, the ceiling has been set at 3.5 per cent of GSDP, and an additional 0.5 per cent of

borrowings has been allowed, linked, conditionally, to each state's achievement on power sector

reforms, taking total borrowings up to 4 per cent of GSDP this year.

 This year, off-budget borrowings are to be equated with the states' own debt.

 State Development Loans.

 SDLs are bonds that are issued by the state government to manage their state finances and

fund their fiscal deficit.

 Each state is allowed to issue securities up to a certain limit per year.

 SDLs are traded at a spread above the benchmark G-sec security of the same tenor. The spread

is based on the state finances.

 SDLs are issued in the primary market through normal auctions conducted by the RBI and

traded in the secondary market.

 Interest is serviced at half-yearly intervals and the principal is repaid on the maturity date.
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Outdoor Worker and Heatwave

Context: Recently, PM Modi chaired a meeting to review preparations for heatwave management.

Background

 Increasing Temperature: Over the last 100 years, global
temperatures have risen by 1.5°C and, at the current rate,
could reach 4°C by 2100.

 Intensity and frequency of heatwaves have increased in
South Asia and they are set to worsen in the years ahead.

 Delhi suffered its second warmest April in 72 years.

 Outdoor Worker Vulnerability: India, China, Pakistan, and
Indonesia, where large numbers of people work outdoors.

 Climate Catastrophe:Outdoor Worker are among the most
vulnerable section of people to face consequences for health
and livelihoods.

Reason

 Global Warming: India's warming is the result not only of
local factors but also global warming.

 Anthropogenic GHG emissions: Greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions exacerbate temperatures in the oceans, leading
to higher temperatures.

 Poor Delivery of Service: India offers a range of food and fuel subsidies, but most of them are
poorly targeted.

 Kerosene subsidies provide financial benefit to disadvantaged rural households, with only
26% of the subsidy reaching to the poor directly.

 Lack Of Political Will leading to slow climate mitigation action in India .

Impact

 Mortality:  1,41,308 lives were claimed by acute weather in India
during 1971-2019, of which the loss of 17,362 lives was due to
unrelenting heat, with mortality rates rising by two-thirds during
the time period.

 Worldwide economic losses could reach U.S.$1.6 trillion (?1.6 lakh
crore) annually if global warming exceeds 2°C.

 Heat-Stress Inequalities: most severely affected areas are also
likely to be the most poverty-prone

 Wildfires: Heatwaves are rooted in degraded land and relentless
deforestation, which exacerbate wildfires.

Way Forward

 Initiate Safety Nets: A combination of targeted transfers and
insurance schemes - to improve the resilience of outdoor workers.
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 Such schemes can help transfer some of the risks of severe heat faced by industrial, construction
and agricultural workers to insurers.

 Government and insurers need to collaborate in providing greater coverage of losses from
extreme weather events, including for calamities from brutal heat.

 PPP Model: Insurance schemes require public and private sectors to jointly set out risk-sharing
mechanisms that outdoor workers can avail of.

 Sustainable Agriculture Practices: Promote better agricultural practices which are not water-
intensive,

 Financial Initiative: Help farmers plant trees and buy equipment better suited for the extreme
weather.

 Support Afforestation: Averting slash and burn agriculture and stubble burning.

 Decarbonisation Of Economies: Reversing climate change is predicated on leading emitters,
including India, moving away from carbon-emitting fossil fuels, and replacing them with cleaner,
renewable fuels.

 Differential Approach: Central government can develop subsidies and insurance schemes linked
to State and district-level actions for building resilience to climate change.

 Green Urbanisation: Urban green such as street trees, urban forests and green roofs can help cool
urban areas.

 Delhi's Aravali Biodiversity Park is a stand-out example that transformed a barren landscape
into forest communities protecting greenery and biodiversity.

 Role of Community: Early warning systems and better preparedness as well as community outreach
programmes.

 Effective Coordination Between Central And State agencies to ensure preparedness of all systems
for any incidents in the wake of heatwave.

Indigenous cattle

Context: According to the latest breed-wise
study on livestock and poultry in India, 23 breeds
of indigenous cattle had a dip in numbers ranging
from 1.08 percent to 93.48 percent between 2012
and 2019.

Highlights of the report:

 The report, based on the 20th Livestock
Census performed in 2018-19, was released
by Union Fisheries, Animal Husbandry, and
Dairying Minister.

 Indigenous cattle population: the overall
number of indigenous cattle fell by 6% from
15.12 crore in 2012 to 14.21 crore in 2019.

 During this time, their share of the entire
cattle population declined from 79
percent to 73 percent.
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 Exotic cattle population: The number of Exotic/Crossbred cattle increased from 3.9
million in 2012 to 5 million in 2019.

 Breeds that declined in population: Khariar (-93 percent), Kherigarh (-75 percent), Kenkatha
(-67 percent), Motu (56 percent), and Hariana are the five breeds that have witnessed the
greatest fall in population (56 percent).

 The number of Khariar, who are primarily found in Odisha and Chhattisgarh, has decreased
from 3,83,824 in 2013 to 25,021 in 2019.

 Breeds that grew in population: Vechur (512 percent), Punganur (369 percent), Bargur (240 percent)
etc are among the 14 indigenous breeds that have increased between 2012 and 2019. (2.46 percent).

 Cattle population:Cattle account for 36.04 percent of the animal population, according to the 20th
Livestock Census.

About the cattle:

 Exotic cattle:The Census Bureau defines exotic cattle as "animals that originated in foreign
countries."

 Indigenous cattle:According to the 20th Livestock Census, "indigenous animals are animals
that belong to Descript (identified)/Non-descript (non-identified) breeds of indigenous
ancestry."

 Classification of indigenous cattle: According to the research, the indigenous cattle population
is classified into two groups: 41 recognized breeds and Non-Descript.

  In 2019, Non-Descript had the greatest cattle population (10.02 crore), while 41 breeds had
2.49 crore.

 However, just 37 breeds have similar statistics, with 23 seeing a fall and 14 seeing an increase.

Wheat Crisis

Context: The current export ban on wheat is similar to the wheat crisis in 2006. India can learn

from its past to not repeat the same mistakes.

About the 2006 wheat crisis

 Low reserves: Procurement in 2006-07

(April-March) was substantially below the

required level, at 9.23 MMT. The buffer

reserves were depleted by 2 MMT, a critical

mistake in food management. A dismal

procurement season left the government in

a tough place.

 Holding stocks: The central pool had vast

stocks, and there was widespread criticism

that they were being retained for no

apparent purpose and costing taxpayers a fortune. After careful study, the government decided to

liquidate some stocks with the FCI for export.
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 Unintentional depletion of public reserves: The belief that India has a food surplus and can feed
its people and "the globe" has led in the unintentional depletion of public reserves.

 Without monitoring output and stock situation every quarter, the drain on public stocks was
ill-planned.

 Climate change: The failure to anticipate the influence of climate change (high temperatures) on
production grain formation and grain size/weight proved important.

 Overconfident about purchasing big supplies, believing the Ministry of Agriculture's crop
projection is above 75 MMT, the Food Department disposed of outdated stocks.

 No official data on India's private grain stocks: The government made policy decisions based only
on output and public stock statistics, ignoring the relevance of private stocks in the market.

Way forward:

 Crop estimates: Set up processes to obtain accurate and timely crop estimates. The second advance
estimate will be released in mid-February, followed by the third in mid/late May.

 Food management necessitates a clearer understanding by early March (same for kharif).

 The National Crop Forecasting System, which includes "FASAL soft," must be reset.

 The Drone-Artificial Intelligence-Blockchain technology should be used to accomplish a basic
task: Prepare an accurate crop estimate in plenty of time for the government to plan and respond
ahead of any problem.

 Reporting prices: Policy planning has lacked reliable price data. All big transactions must be
subject to strict reporting of price (not simply APMC pricing data).

  The change of prices is an essential sign of the supply-demand imbalance.

 Data on private stocks: Government officials should get anonymized, aggregated data on private
stocks. This need legal backing.

 A rule requiring the reporting of anonymized stock data from all warehouses should be
implemented.

 Futures market: The futures market is still vastly underutilized. A thriving futures market can aid
in better planning. The government should not intervene in the futures market on the spur of the
moment.

 Technology: A strong system (drones, satellites, ground data) must be put in place quickly to
monitor weather conditions like temperature, moisture stress, etc. for key crops and significant
growing regions.

 With today's expertise, algorithms may be constructed to estimate weather and pest impacts
on crop size and quality.

Inflation Spiral

Context: Recently, Wholesale Price Index (WPI) rose to a record 15.1% in April due to higher costs
for vegetables, fruits, milk, manufacturing, fuel, and power.

Highlights:

 High WPI: Annual producer WPI inflation has remained in the double digits for 13 months in a

row, steadily rising.
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 Retail inflation: Retail inflation rose to an eight-year high of
7.79% in April, with chances now building for another repo
rate hike by the RBI of up to 40 basis points in June.

 The summer heatwave: It has caused a jump in the prices of
perishables such as fruits, vegetables, and milk, which,
together with a rise in tea prices, has driven up primary food
inflation.

 Food inflation was 8.35%, with prices of vegetables
(23.24%), wheat (10.70%), fruits (10.89%), and potatoes
(19.84%) rising sharply over the previous year.

 Manufactured goods: In April, inflation in manufactured
goods reached 10.85 percent, driven mostly by basic metals,
chemical products, textiles etc.

 Fuel inflation: Fuel inflation increased to 38.66%, driven by
strong inflation in major categories such as gasoline, diesel,
LPG, and aviation turbine fuel.

  In April, the price of crude petroleum and natural gas increased by 69.07 percent.

 Core- WPI inflation: Core-WPI inflation, which excludes food and fuel, climbed to 11.1% in April
as producers passed on input price pressures.

Causes of inflation:

 Fiscal and monetary expansion: Apart from the ongoing war, inflation now is an unavoidable
result of the pandemic's fiscal and monetary expansion.

 The IMF's Fiscal Affairs Department estimates the revenue lost and extra expenditures during
Covid at roughly 15% of GDP for advanced economies, and around 6% and 2.5% for emerging
market economies and low-income developing nations, respectively.

 Among G20 emerging markets, direct and indirect budgetary support supplied by governments
ranged from 15% to 1.9%.

  Estimates for Brazil, Turkey, India, and Indonesia all exceeded 10% of GDP.

 Logistics costs: Manufacturers are passing on rising input and transportation/logistics costs to
their output prices, causing higher inflation in manufactured goods.

 Russia- Ukraine war: The Russia-Ukraine crisis has exacerbated the input costs, particularly crude
oil and raw materials.

 As the conflict is unlikely to conclude soon, supply chain disruptions and uncertainty will
continue to pressure domestic wholesale inflation.

Inflation management

 Central bank assistance: The central bank's assistance for the government increases the money
supply. It increased dramatically among major advanced economies in 2020.

 In the United States, soon following the global financial crisis in 2010, the central bank's support
for the government increased by 0.4%.

 By 2020, this support will have climbed to 9%. It was more than 9% in the United Kingdom,
10.5% in Brazil, and 6% in China.
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 Reduction of debt: During the epidemic, both domestic and external debt stocks expanded
dramatically.

 The global economy will require coordinated policies in the future to achieve monetary
tightening and budgetary sustainability to achieve debt reduction.

 The IMF's 2022 international debt statistics reveal that the external debt stock to export ratio
for 123 low- and middle-income countries climbed from 101% in 2018 to 123% in 2020.

 Fiscal normalization plan: Start fiscal normalization without harming distribution. Countries must
map out a fiscal normalization plan to ensure it is not abrupt and measures are sequenced to help
the economy recover.

 Debt levels: The issues posed by low-income countries' elevated debt levels must be addressed
quickly and efficiently.

 Post-Covid recovery can only be equitable, fair, and sustained with more international
collaboration to ensure more resource flow to the world's poorest regions.

The Wholesale Price Index (WPI) is the wholesale price of a typical basket of items.

 It also has an impact on the stock and fixed-income markets.

 It is released by the Economic Adviser in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

 The Wholesale Price Index is concerned with the cost of items traded between businesses.

India's Trading Partner

Context:  Recently, US surpassed China to become India's top trading partner in 2021-22, reflecting
strengthening economic ties between the two countries.

Highlight

 Bilateral trade between the US and India stood at $119.42 billion as against $80.51 billion in 2020-21.

 Exports to the US increased to $76.11 billion in 2021-22 from $51.62 billion in previous fiscal year,
while imports rose to $43.31 billion as compared to about $29 billion in 2020-21.

 America is one of the few countries with which India has a trade surplus. In 2021-22, India had a
trade surplus of $32.8 billion with the US.

 India has joined a US-led initiative to set up an Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) and this
move would help boost economic ties further.

With China

 India's two-way commerce with China aggregated at $115.42 billion as compared to $86.4 billion
in 2020-21, the data showed.
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 Exports to China marginally increased to USD 21.25 billion last fiscal year from USD 21.18 billion
in 2020-21.

 Imports jumped to USD 94.16 billion from about USD 65.21 billion in 2020-21. Trade gap rose to
USD 72.91 billion in 2021-22 from USD 44 billion in previous fiscal year.

 In 2021-22, the UAE with $72.9 billion, was the third largest trading partner of India.

 It was followed by Saudi Arabia ($42,85 billion), Iraq ($34.33 billion) and Singapore ($30 billion).

GST Council

Context: Recently, Supreme Court said that the recommendations of the GST Council are not
binding on the Union and the states.

Background

 Court's decision came while confirming a
Gujarat High Court ruling that the Centre cannot
levy Integrated Goods and Services Tax (IGST)
on ocean freight from Indian importers.

 In Mohit Minerals vs Union of India, the Gujarat
High Court held no tax could be levied under
the IGST Act on ocean freight for services
provided by a person located in non-taxable
territory by way of transporting goods by a
vessel from a place outside India up to the

Customs station of clearance in India.

 Article 246A (which gives the States power to make laws with respect to GST) of the Constitution
treat the Union and the States as "equal units".

 Article 279A, in constituting the GST Council, envisions that neither the Centre nor the states are
actually dependent on the other.

Highlight of Judgement

 Championing Fiscal Federalism: Recommendations of the GST Council are recommendatory in
nature, i.e they only have a persuasive value.

 Binding Nature would disrupt fiscal federalism when both the Union and the states are
conferred equal power to legislate on GST.

 Legislature Autonomy: Union and State legislatures have "equal, simultaneous and unique powers"
to make laws on Goods and Services Tax (GST) and the recommendations of the GST Council are
not binding on them.

 Government was bound by the recommendations of the GST Council. However, that does not
mean all the recommendations of the GST Council are binding on the legislature's powers to
enact primary legislation.

 Relief for Importer

 Relief from Double Taxation: IGST was being levied on them twice on the very same transaction
by segregating portions of it.
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 Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs sought to levy GST at 5% on the value of imported
goods considering 10% of the value of imported goods as deemed ocean freight.

 This meant a levy of 0.5% GST on the value of imported goods as services, along with Customs
duty and GST itself which is around 28% and is charged as goods.

Significance of Judgment

 Prioritising multi-party system:  States have been given lesser power [in certain situations], they
can still resist the mandates of the Union by using different forms of political contestations permitted
by the Constitution.

 Cooperative federalism: Parliament and the state legislatures had equal powers to legislate on
GST and the Council must work in a harmonious manner to achieve workable solutions between
the Centre and the states.

 Cooperative federalism is treated like a marble cake federalism due to the integrated approach
of the federal units.

 Balancing Power: Centre may have a larger share of power in certain instances to prevent chaos
and provide security, the States still wielded power.

 It is not imperative that one of the federal units [Centre or the States] must always possess a
higher share of power over the other units.

 Checks & Balance: Constituent units of a federal polity checks the exercise of powers of one another
to prevent one group from exercising dominant power.

 Contesting discussions between the Centre and the States could further the cause of federalism
and democracy.

 Healthy Contestation: Harmony and its fiscal security could be achieved by collaboration and
contestations between the Centre and the States.

 Indian federalism is a dialogue between cooperative and un-cooperative federalism where
the federal units are at liberty to use different means of persuasion, ranging from collaboration
to contestation.

 Ocean freight

 It is the cost of moving goods internationally to India. An agreement is entered into between
two foreign parties in this regard. The agreement is usually between an exporter, a foreign
entity, and a shipping line to transport goods to India.

 GST Council

 It is a constitutional body whose role is to advise and recommend on GST issues. To accept
such advice and pass appropriate amendments in law is purely the domain of the Central and
State legislatures.

 GST Council is an apex member committee to modify, reconcile, or to procure any law or
regulation based on the context of GST in India.

 It is headed by the Union finance minister, who is assisted by finance ministers of all the states
of country.

 18 cesses levied by the Centre, that yielded over ?56,000 crore in 2016-17, were subsumed into the GST.

 This means the funds that were going exclusively to the Centre before GST are now shareable with
States because of the shift.
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Moody Outlook

Context:  Moody's has recently rated India Baa3 - reflecting the lowest investment grade - with a
stable outlook.

 The prolonged high temperatures, which are affecting much of the northwest of the country, will
curb wheat production and could lead to extended power outages, exacerbating already high
inflation and hurting growth, a credit negative.

Highlight

 Heatwave and Credit Rating: New Delhi experienced its fifth heatwave since March on May 15.

 Prolonged heatwaves seen in India this summer were credit negative as they would exacerbate
inflation pressures and challenges to growth.

 Wheat Export Ban would hurt growth and reflected a missed opportunity to capture the global
market.

 Shortage in Coal Stock led to prolonged power outages in industrial and agricultural production.

 It can also led to significant cuts to output and weighing further on India's economic growth -
'particularly if the heatwaves continue beyond June.

 Inflation will only be partially alleviated by measures such as the central bank's policy rate hikes,
cap on power prices in exchanges, and the wheat export ban.

 Opportunity Missed: India - the world's second-largest wheat producer - could have been
capitalising on the global output gap from wheat following the Russia-Ukraine military conflict.

 Concern Future Outlook: Economic growth will likely become more volatile as it faces increasing,
and more extreme, incidences of climate-related shocks.

State of Inequality

Context: The report on the state of inequality in India produced by the Economic Advisory Council
to the Prime Minister (EAC-PM).

Highlight

 Income inequality: Based on pay statistics
from periodic labour force surveys, it
estimates the top 1% earn 6-7% of total
income and the top 10% make 30%.

 The bottom 50% hold 22% of income,
according to the research. It's also
examined health and education
inequality.

 Nutrition profile among children has
improved compared to 2015-16 (NFHS 4),
like stunting in children has gone down
from 38.4% and wasting from 21%, and
7.7% are severely wasted. Additionally, 32.1% of children (under five years) were reported to be
underweight.
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 Health Centre: As per Rural Health Statistics 2019-20, as of March 2020, there are 155404 Sub Centres
(SC), 24918 Primary Health Centres (PHC), and 5183 Community Health Centres (CHC) in rural India.

 In 2019-20, the Gender Parity Index was more than 1 across all levels of education at the all-India
level.

 The Gender Parity Index (GPI) based on GER reflects the representation of females in schools
in relation to the population of girls in the corresponding age group. A value of 1 shows a
favourable picture, while anything less than 1 shows relative underrepresentation.

 India's unemployment rate is 4.8% (2019-20), and the worker population ratio is 46.8%.

 In 2019-20, among different employment categories, the highest percentage was of self-
employed workers (45.78%), followed by regular salaried workers (33.5%) and casual workers
(20.71%). The share of self-employed workers also happens to be the highest in the lowest
income categories.

Challenges:

 Additional strain: Replication of the rural job guarantee program in urban areas may just stimulate
migration, which will only put additional strain on these cities' crumbling infrastructure.

 MGNREGA is seasonal: MGNREGA labor demand follows the agricultural cycle. Urban
environments lack seasonality in work demand or unemployment, complicating the
implementation of such a plan.

 Educated unemployed people: Educated unemployed persons may not take these occupations.

 Limited capacity: Urban municipal bodies, the likely implementing agencies, have limited capacity.

 Funding: There is the issue of funding such a plan at the national level.

 Lack of data for report: Impossible to assess income disparity in India due to a lack of sufficient
data. The most recent comprehensive NSS data on consumption and spending are from 2011-12.

 In 2019, the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation also opted not to release the
results of the all-India Household Consumer Expenditure Survey (CES) during 2017-2018,
claiming "data quality difficulties".

Way Forward

 Urban job guarantee system: The idea to implement an urban job guarantee system comes amid a
pandemic highlighting the insecure condition of urban employees, especially those in the informal
sector.

 Several states have been experimenting with this idea. The Rajasthan government has introduced
the Indira Gandhi ShahriRozgar Guarantee Yojana, a scheme for urban areas similar to MGNREGA.

 UBI: The study proposed that the government should develop a guaranteed job program for the
urban unemployed and implement a universal basic income (UBI) scheme to narrow income gaps.

 EAC-PM

 It is a non-constitutional, non-statutory, independent body constituted to give advice on
economic and related issues to the Government of India, specifically to the Prime Minister.

 The council serves to highlight key economic issues to the government of India from a neutral
viewpoint.

 It advises the Prime Minister on economic issues like inflation, microfinance, and industrial
output.
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FDI Inflow

Context:  According to data released by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT), India attracted total foreign direct investments (FDI) inflow of $83.57 billion in the financial
year 2021-22, up by 1.95 per cent on-year.

Highlight

 Total FDI includes equity capital of
unincorporated bodies, reinvest earnings and
other capital.

 Steps Taken: Government reviews the FDI
policy on an ongoing basis and makes
significant changes from time to time, to ensure
that India remains attractive and investor friendly destination.

 Government had undertaken reforms in sectors such as coal mining, contract manufacturing,
digital media, single brand retail trading, civil aviation, defence, insurance and telecom.

 During 2021-'22, under the domain of "Computer Software and Hardware", the major recipient
States of FDI equity inflow were Karnataka 53%, Delhi 17%, and Maharashtra 17%.

 Singapore, the U.S. and Mauritius are among the top investor countries of FDI equity inflow.

Fuel Tax cut

Context:  Recently, Union government announced a reduction in the excise duty on petrol and
diesel by Rs 8 per litre and Rs 6 per litre respectively.

 Government reduced the customs duty on raw materials and intermediaries for plastic products
and iron and steel.

Background

 Taxes imposed by the Centre and states
accounted for almost 43 per cent of the retail
selling price of petrol.

 Total taxes levied on petrol and diesel
include a Basic Excise Duty (BED), a
Special Additional Excise duty (SAED),
the Road & Infrastructure Cess (RIC) and
the Agriculture & Infrastructure
Development Cess (AIDC), of which only
the BED is sharable with States.

 India's retail inflation rose to an eight-year
high in April, while wholesale inflation rose
to at least a 17-year high.

 Centre has reduced fuel taxes for the second time in recent years. The Centre reduced the excise
duty on fuel by Rs 5 and diesel by Rs 10 in November of last year.

 The VAT was reduced in 21 states and several union territories at the time.
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Significance

 Cool Surge in inflation: Cut in fuel taxes could help reduce inflation directly by around 20 basis
points in June when its full impact will be visible.

 Acknowledgement that both fiscal and monetary policies are needed at this juncture to curb
inflation.

 Pre Pandemic Level: With the latest cut, the government has brought the excise duty back to pre-
pandemic levels.

 Imapct on Revenue: reduction in excise duty will lower the government's revenue by around Rs 1
lakh crore.

 Diffusing State Concern:  Entire duty reduction in petrol and diesel has been done out of the Road
& Infrastructure Cess (RIC) component of the taxes levied on petroleum products.

 Thus, duty cuts wont lower the devolution of taxes to States, as basic excise duty on petro
products, which is sharable with States has not been touched.

 Other Steps: Indian government is considering spending an additional 2 trillion rupees ($26 billion) in
the 2022/23 fiscal year to cushion consumers from rising prices and fight multi-year high inflation.

 Indian government plans to borrow a record 14.31 trillion rupees in the current fiscal year

Ethanol Blending

Context:  Recently, Union cabinet approved amendments to the National Policy on Biofuels, 2018,
to advance India's ethanol blending target.

Background

 National Policy on Biofuels, 2018, was notified by the petroleum ministry on 4 June, 2018, in
supersession of National Policy on Biofuels, promulgated through the Ministry of New &
Renewable Energy, in 2009.

 India achieved 9.45% ethanol blending as on March 13, 2022, according to the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas.

 The Centre projects that this will reach 10% by the end of financial year 2022.

Highlight

 Amendments approved include allowing more feedstocks for production of biofuels, advancing
ethanol blending target of 20% with petrol by five years to 2025-26 from 2030.

 This would be applicable throughout the country from 1 April, 2023.

Significance

 Make In India: It would promote production of biofuels in the country, under the Make in India
programme, by units located in special economic zones (SEZ) and export oriented units (EoUs).

 It allows granting of permission for export of biofuels in specific cases.

 Reduce import of petroleum products by generation of more biofuels.

 Energy Independence: More feedstocks are being allowed for production of biofuels, it would
help India achieve its aim of 'energy independence' by 2047.

 Other Benefits: Saving Rs. 30,000 crore of foreign exchange per year, increased energy security,
lowered carbon emissions, better air quality, self-reliance, better use of damaged foodgrains,
increased farmers' incomes and investment opportunities.
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 Impact on vehicles: A 10% blending of petrol does not require major changes to engines but a 20%
blend could require some changes and may even drive up the prices of vehicles.

Impact on Environment

 NITI Aayog projects an ethanol demand of 10.16 billion litres by 2025.

 The current ethanol production capacity in India of 4.26 billion litres derives from molasses-based
distilleries, and 2.58 billion litres from grain-based distilleries.

 Pressure on Land: This is expected to expand to 7.6 billion litres and 7.4 billion litres respectively,
and will require six million tonnes of sugar and 16.5 million tonnes of grains per annum by 2025.

 A greater percentage of blending could also mean more land being diverted for water-intensive
crops such as sugar cane, which the government currently subsidises.

 Biofuels

 Any hydrocarbon fuel that is produced from an organic matter (living or once living material)
in a short period of time (days, weeks, or even months) is considered a biofuel.

 Biofuels may be solid, liquid or gaseous in nature.

 Solid: Wood, dried plant material, and manure

 Liquid: Bioethanol and Biodiesel

 Gaseous: Biogas

 National Biofuel Coordination Committee (NBCC):  It is given task of providing overall coordination
among FCI to oil marketing companies, taking decision on matters specified in the policy for the
committee, effective end to end implementation and monitoring of biofuel program in the country.

Storage Grain

Context: Recently, Punjab's state procurement agencies (SPAs) seeked a waiver of 'storage gain'
from central Agency.

About Storage Grain

 Wheat, considered a 'living grain', tends to gain some weight during storage.

 This is known as 'storage gain' and it mostly happens due to absorption of moisture.

 There are three parts of the grain - bran (outer layer rich in fibre), germ (inner layer rich in
nutrients) and endosperm (bulk of the kernel which contains minerals and vitamins).

 The moisture is mostly absorbed by the endosperm.

About Legal Requirement

 State procurement agencies, which purchase and store wheat at their facilities, are required
to give one kg wheat extra per quintal to the Food Corporation of India (FCI), the Centre's
nodal agency for grain procurement, to compensate for storage gain.

 Punjab Govenment Argument: Grain procured this year is both shrivelled and broken and
therefore will not gain much weight.

 Food Corporation of India (FCI)

 FCI is a statutory body set up in 1965 under the Food Corporations Act 1964.

 It is a Public Sector Undertaking, under the Department of Food & Public Distribution,
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution.
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Cybersecurity strengthening

Context: The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) recently issued directions
under Section70-B (6) of the Information Technology Act 2000 (IT Act) about information security policies,
procedures, prevention, response, and reporting of cyber events.

About the directions:

 New guidelines have expanded the scope of requirements compared to the Information Technology
(The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team and Manner of executing responsibilities and
duties) Rules, 2013. (Rules).

 Service providers, body corporates, etc. seek compliance with the National Physical Laboratory
and National Informatics Centre's network time protocol by synchronizing computer clocks.

 All cyber events must be reported within six hours of discovery.

 Designating a point of contact, alerting CERT-In, and committing to cyber security response
when notified.

 All logs of all ICT systems must be kept for 180 days under Indian jurisdiction.

 Data centres, VPN, cloud, and VPS providers must keep user and usage details for five years.

Challenges:

 CERT-IN has been struggling to obtain information and incident reporting from service providers,
intermediates, and body corporates in accordance with 70 B (4) of the IT Act.

 This affected its ability to gather, analyze, and disseminate cyber incident information and
coordinate incident reactions and emergency measures.

  The directions do not distinguish between the scales and type of the incident. Some cyber accidents
happen often.

 The effort to inform each phishing email would increase a company's compliance expense.

 These compliances will be implemented in 60 days. Given the scope of the renovation, this may
be too short a time frame.

 To address these issues, the government must establish a realistic timeline.

 Failure to comply carries a severe penalty (including up to one year of imprisonment and
monetary fines). However, it is equally unjust to impose unrealistic deadlines on industry.

 Last year's unpleasant Twitter event regarding the Information Technology Rules, 2021 reminds
us of the dangers of rushing compliances without considering concerns.

 Data storage device cost: All covered organizations must also keep logs for 180 days. Most entities

keep logs for 30 days; to keep them for 180 days would be expensive.

 Compliance cost and manpower: The virtual asset industry would be required to keep all KYC
documents and financial transaction details for five years. In each situation, the cost of compliance
will skyrocket.

 The hiring of extra manpower for compliance may take much longer.

 Privacy concerns: Concerns arise as VPNs and virtual asset wallets are requested to store and
exchange KYC and transaction data.

SECURITY
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 About CERT-In

 It is the national nodal agency for responding to computer security incidents as and when
they occur. The constituency of CERT-In is the Indian Cyber Community.

 CERT-In was established in 2004 as a functional organization of the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology.

 Information Technology (Amendment) Act 2008 designated CERT-In to serve as the national
agency to perform the following functions in the area of cyber security.

Project WARDEC

Context: Army Training Command on May 13 signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU)
with Gandhinagar-based Rashtriya Raksha University (RRU) to develop a 'Wargame Research and
Development Centre' in New Delhi.

Highlight

 Since the 9/11 attacks, use of information technology-enabled wargaming is preferred by several
countries like the US, Israel, the UK to prepare for possibilities in case of terror attacks or war.

 India's upcoming AI-powered wargame centre, WARDEC will be a first-of-its-kind simulation-
based training centre in India that will use artificial intelligence to design virtual reality wargames.

 The use of AI can provide a totally immersive training experience as it can simulate a battlefield
close to reality and map several eventualities in the probable event of a war.

Significance

 The wargame models will be designed to prepare for wars as well as counter-terror and counter-
insurgency operations.

 It will be used by the Army to train its soldiers and test their strategies through metaverse-
enabled gameplay.

 Real-Time Simulation: Soldiers will test their skills in the metaverse where their surroundings
will be simulated using a combination of virtual reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR).

 Apart from the armed forces, the BSF, CRPF, CISF, ITBP and SSB can also use the metaverse-
enabled simulation exercises for better training.

CDS and Millitary Reform

Context: Central Government is yet to name new Chief of Defence Staff.

Background

 Origin: The Union Cabinet approved the creation of the role of CDS in 2019, to promote tri-service
synergy and integration.

 Positions assigned: The CDS is the Defence Minister's Principal Military Adviser and the Permanent
Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee (CoSC).

 New department: the DMA was established as the MoD's fifth department, with the CDS serving
as its Secretary.

 CDS's roles: The CDS's role includes achieving jointness in operations, logistics, transportation,
training, support services, communications, repairs, and maintenance of the three Services.
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 He will advise the Defense
Minister on tri-Service issues.  The
CDS will not exercise military
command, including over the three
Service Chiefs.

 The CDS will also assess
strategies for out-of-area scenarios
and humanitarian aid and disaster
relief (HADR).

 The CDS also encompassed the
specialized tri-servicedepartments
of special operations, defense
cyber, and defense space.

 Reducing imports: The government
had launched a series of initiatives in
the last 3 years to reduce defense
imports and stimulate domestic
defense manufacture.

Delay in appointment:

 Overlapping responsibilities: Following the experience of the last several years of having a CDS,
there is a rethink that the appointment of a CDS was not sufficient.

 There are various difficulties with respect to roles and responsibilities such as issues of
equivalence.

 There is a contradiction in the tasks and responsibilities associated with the CDS's many roles,
as well as overlap in responsibilities between the DMA and the DoD.

 Rethinking timeline: There's also a rethinking of the ambitious timetables for creating theater
commands, as well as their number and format.

 Probable outcome: CDS with operational responsibilities who reports to theatre commanders,
while the Service Chiefs oversee the raise, train, and sustain functions of their individual Services.

 It is being investigated if the Chief of Integrated Defence Staff to the Chairman, Chiefs of Staff
Committee (CISC) can work as the Secretary DMA reporting directly to the CDS.

Development on theater commands:

 Studies on theater commands: The Vice Chiefs of three Services studied the theatre commands -
land-based Western and Eastern, marine, and an integrated air defence command.

 Gen. Rawat remarked that the Army's Northern Command would be excluded for the time
being and merged later.

 Disagreements on a number of issues: It includes the Air Force's worries about the air defense
command and the title and rotation of theater commands.

 Investigations:  Additional investigations were ordered, and they are now underway, but the
whole process has stopped due to the lack of a CDS and ongoing disagreements.
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Sela Tunnel

Context: Sela tunnel will soon be inaugurated in
Arunachal Pradesh.

About It

 Located in West Kameng district of Arunachal Pradesh,
the tunnel project will provide an alternate axis to the
Sela pass, which is at 13,700 feet.

 It will be on the BCT Road - the Balipara, Charduar and
Tawang axis, which is more than 300 km long.

 The project, being executed by the Border Roads
Organisation,

Significance

 All weather connectivity to Tawang and forward areas.

 Reduction in more than one hour of travel time from Tezpur to Tawang.

 Travellersavoiding dangerous snow covered Sela top at a height of 13,700 feet.

 It will provide a new alignment on the axis towards the LAC, and allow movement of military and
civil vehicles all through the year.

 Border Roads Organisation

 Functioning under the control of the Ministry of Defence since 2015, the BRO is engaged in
road construction to provide connectivity to difficult and inaccessible regions in the border
areas of the country.

 It is staffed by officers and troops drawn from the Indian Army's Corps of Engineers, Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers, Army Service Corps, Military Police and army personnel on extra
regimental employment.

 Engineering Service and personnel from the General Reserve Engineer Force (GREF) form the
parent cadre of the Border Roads Organisation.

Pangong bridge

Context: Recently, China has start contructing bridge over
pangong lake.

About Pangong Lake

 Pangong Lake, an endorheic lake, is a long boomerang-
shaped endorheic (landlocked) water body.

 It is located at an elevation of roughly more than 4,200
meters (13,800 ft) above sea level.

 It is a transborder lake spanning across eastern Ladakh
and western Tibet, with a length of more than 135 km.

 India holds one-third lake located at an altitude of over
14,000 feet.

 The lake, a glacial melt, has mountain spurs of the
Chang Chenmo range jetting down, referred to as fingers.



62

 The north bank, which has much higher differences in perception of the LAC than the south
one, has been the initial site of the clashes in early May 2020 while tensions on the south bank
had flared up later in August (Infographic).

Highlight

 Broad bridge is currently under construction, connecting both sides of the lake.

 Significance for China:  It would cut down time for the People's Liberation Army (PLA) to move
troops and armoured vehicles.

 India Response: India is closely monitoring the construction of a bridge by China on the Pangong
Tso (lake) in eastern Ladakh, which is in occupied territorY.

IFC-IOR

Context: The Indian Navy's
Information Fusion Centre-Indian Ocean
Region (IFC-IOR) could play an
important part in a Quad push to combat
illegal fishing.

Highlights

 The plan will be presented by the
Quad's four leaders at the group's
Tokyo Summit.

 It would link together existing
surveillance centers in
Singapore, India, and the Pacific to develop a tracking system for illegal, unregulated, and
unreported (IUUF) fishing in the Indo-Pacific area.

 The endeavor is likely to be considered as a Quad pressure point towards China, as Chinese
trawler fleets are blamed for the majority of IUUF in the Indo-Pacific region.

 The US is also scheduled to introduce the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework, a new economic and
trade agreement aimed at curbing China's economic dominance in the region.

About IFC-IOR

 Foundation: The IFC-IOR was founded in 2018 for regional coordinationon marine security concerns
such maritime terrorism, IUUF, piracy, armed robbery on the high seas, and human and contraband
trafficking.

 According to its website, the Gurgaon data fusion center shares information with 50
nations and multinational/maritime centers.

 Aim: The IFC-IOR aims to promote maritime security in the area and beyond by establishing a
single coherent maritime situation picture

 Framework: The center was formed as part of the government's SAGAR (Security and Growth for
All in the Region) framework for Indian Ocean maritime cooperation.

 It hosts foreign liaison officers from partner countries, including Indian Ocean neighbors and
Australia, France, Japan, Singapore, the UK, and the US.

 Other data fusion centres: TheSingapore Navy's Information Fusion Centre and the Australia-
sponsored Pacific Fusion Centre, which will open in 2019 in Port Vila, Vanuatu, are the two other
data fusion centers that are anticipated to be involved in this program.
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Heat Wave

Context: Recently, India Meteorological Department (IMD) said April was the hottest in northwest
India in 122 years.

About Heat Wave

 A heatwave is declared when the maximum
temperature is over 40° C and at least 4.5 notches
above normal.

 Based on absolute recorded temperatures, a
heatwave is declared if maximum temperature
crosses 45 degrees

 A severe heatwave is declared if the departure
from normal temperature is more than 6.4° C,

 A severe heatwave is declared if the maximum
temperature crosses 47 degrees.

Causes

 Lack Of Rainfall: Absence of rain-bearing Western
Disturbances, or tropical storms that bring rain
from the Mediterranean over north India.

 Despite five Western Disturbances forming in
April, none was strong enough to bring significant rain and depress temperatures.

 Unusual Occurrence: Cool temperatures in the central Pacific, or
a La Nina, that normally aid rain in India.

 Localised Respite: April also saw monthly rainfall break a four-
year record with high rainfall in several parts of southern and
north-eastern India.

 Climate Change: Heat-trapping consequences of global warming
imply that climate extremes such as heatwaves are expected to
rise in frequency. Instances of extreme rainfall, as well as longer
rainless spells are expected,

 Urban Heat Island Effect: Urbanisation adds misery to the
already searing hot conditions.

Guideline for Heat Wave Protection

 Stocking medicines: While urging health centers to stock vital
medicines and supplies like as IV fluid, ORS, ice packs, and cool drinking water, the Centre has
produced a set of instructions to help prevent and treat heat-related issues.

 Helplines: People have been encouraged to call the 108/102 helplines if they are experiencing
any heat-related issues such as high body temp, fainting , or a lack of sweat.

 Core body temp: A medical emergency has been defined as a core body temperature of 40° C or
104° F, muscle weakness and cramps, nausea and vomiting, as well as a rapid heart beat and
shallow breathing.

ENVIRONMENT
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 Risk signals: The guidelines state that reluctance to eat, increased irritability, decreased urine
production, lethargy, or the absence of tears are all risk signals in youngsters.

 Breaks and shelter at work: The standards also include a section for employers, who are required
to supply cool drinking water at workplaces and guarantee that employees consume it every 20 minutes.

Way Forward

 Disaster Management Plans in place that help States better deal with heatwaves and their impact
on health.

 Heatwave deaths must be treated as a disaster that allows compensation by the state

 Private and public workplaces too must be better equipped to factor heatwave risk.

 A warming globe means increased instances of extreme rain events and extended rain-less spells.

Dry Bulb Temperature:

 It  is usually referred to as "air temperature", is the air property that is most commonly used.

 It refersbasically to the ambient air temperature.

 It is called "Dry Bulb" because the air temperature is indicated
by a thermometer not affected by the moisture of the air.

Dew Point Temperature:

 It is the temperature where water vapour starts to condense

out of the air (the temperature at which air becomes
completely saturated).

 Above this temperature the moisture stays in the air.

 If the dew-point temperature is close to the dry air
temperature - the relative humidity is high.

 The Dew Point temperature is always lower than the Dry
Bulb temperature and will be identical with 100% relative
humidity (the air is at the saturation line).

Loudspeaker And Noise Pollution

 Context: Recent days have seen communal tensions rise over
the use of loudspeakers in temples and mosques.

Supreme Court on Noise Nuisance

 Loudspeaker is not essential religious practice: Supreme
court, while interpreting the law on the use of
loudspeakers in 2005, had made it clear that it was not
concerned with "any religion or religious practices".

 Objective of any religion was not to force anyone to
listen to its expressions of faith.

 Against Fundamental Right: Freedom from noise
pollution is a part of the right to life under Article 21 of
the Constitution. Thus, no one can claim a fundamental
right to create noise by amplifying the sound of his speech with the help of loudspeakers.



65

About Noise Pollution

 Noise is loud, non-harmonious vibration that is unpleasant to hear.

 The intensity of a sound is measured in decibel (dB) and there is a decibel scale to measure noise
pollution and its levels.

 Sound intensity up to 20 dB is considered as a whisper.

 According to the World Health Organization (WHO), sound intensities which are less than 70 dB

are not damaging for the living organisms, regardless of how long or consistent the exposure is.

 Exposure for more than 8 hours to constant noise beyond 85 dB may be hazardous.

State of the World's Birds

Context: According to recently released State of World's Birds report, around 48% of bird species
worldwide are known or suspected to be undergoing population declines.

About Report

 Study was conducted by scientists from Manchester Metropolitan University, the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology, BirdLife International, the University of Johannesburg, Pontifical Xavierian University,
and the Nature Conservation Foundation.

 Indicators: Birds are sensitive indicators of environmental health.

 Their loss signals a much wider loss of biodiversity and threat to human health and well-
being.

Highlight of Report

 Approximately 48 percent of existing bird species worldwide are known or suspected to be
undergoing population declines.

 39 percent of species remaining stable.

 13.5% of 10,994 recognised extant species are currently threatened with extinction

 6 percent showing increasing population trends.

 7 percent still unknown.

 Tropical Region Hotspot: Avian diversity peaks globally in the tropics and place of highest
threatened species.

 Threats to avian biodiversity:

 Human footprint on the natural world - which has led to the degradation and loss of natural
habitats as well as direct overexploitation of many species - are the key threats to avian
biodiversity

 Climate change is also identified as an emerging driver of bird population declines in the
study,

 Source of Food: Humans eat 14% of the world's surviving species of birds

 Concern For India:

 Indian report that showed a 62% decline in forest species since before 2000, 59% decline in
grassland and shrub species, and 47% decline in wetland species.
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 Critically endangered Jerdon's Courser, endemic to the Eastern Ghats in India, has not been

seen since 2009.

 The paper flagged the threat of hunting and trapping in different parts of the world, including

northeast India.

 Example:  Power transmission lines represent the most significant threat critically endangered

Great Indian Bustard.

 Threat to natural grasslands has been particularly worrying for North America, Europe and India.

 Loss of nearly 3 billion birds in North America alone.

 Conservative Effort: Birdwatching, a global pastime involving millions of people.

Suggestion

 Conducting reliable estimates of population abundance and change.

 Novel and more effective solutions applied at scale for demand reduction for over harvested wild

birds.

 Monitoring green energy transitions that can impact birds if inappropriately implemented.

 Eradication of populations of invasive alien species.

 Shifting human societies to economically sustainable development pathways, among others, to

deal with bird diversity loss.

 Caution for some Non-Provisioned Species Trophic Cascades, i.e, an ecological phenomenon

triggered by the addition or removal of top predators and involving reciprocal changes in the

relative populations of predator and prey through a food chain, which often results in dramatic
changes in ecosystem structure and nutrient cycling.
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Global Annual to Decadal Climate Update

Context: Recently, WMO released its latest Global Annual to Decadal Climate Update.

Highlight of Report

 WMO has warned with high certainty that during any one year between 2022 and 2026, the global
near-surface temperature could exceed 1.5° Celsius of pre-industrial levels.

 2022 will be cooler (compared to the 1991 - 2020 average) over India, along with Alaska and Canada.

 India could be among the few regions globally where below normal temperatures have been
predicted for this year and the next four years.

 Primary reasons: Possible increase in rainfall activity in this decade.

 India Meteorological Department (IMD) had also said that the Indian monsoon will soon enter the
positive epoch after remaining under a negative epoch since 1971.

 The decade 2031-2040 will be the beginning of a wet epoch.

 World Meteorological Organization (WMO)

 It is an intergovernmental organization with a membership of 192 Member States and Territories.

 It originated from the International Meteorological Organization (IMO), which was established
after the 1873 Vienna International Meteorological Congress.

 Established by the ratification of the WMO Convention on 23 March 1950, WMO became the
specialized agency of the United Nations for meteorology (weather and climate), operational
hydrology and related geophysical sciences.'

 WMO is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland.

Super Cyclone

Context: A new study has found that super cyclones are likely to have a much more devastating
impact on people in South Asia in future years.

About Cyclones

 Cyclones are the formation of a very
low-pressure system with very high-
speed winds revolving around it.
Factors like wind speed, wind
direction, temperature and humidity
contribute to the development of
cyclones.

 Before cloud formation, water takes
up heat from the atmosphere to
change into vapour. When water
vapour changes back to liquid form
as raindrops, this heat is released to
the atmosphere.

 The heat released to the atmosphere warms the air around. The air tends to rise and causes a drop
in pressure. More air rushes to the centre of the storm. This cycle is repeated.



68

Shallow Ecologism

 Powerful and fashionable fight against
pollution and resource depletion as shallow
ecologism or environmentalism.

 It advocate continuing our present lifestyle, but
with specific tweaks aimed at minimising the
damage to the environment.

 Also referred to as weak ecologism, it may
include the use of vehicles that cause less
pollution or air conditioners that do not release
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs).

 It primarily serves to maintain the lifestyle of
those dwelling in developed countries.

 Narrow focus: It prioritising humans above
other forms of life.

 Deep ecologism maintains that by sustaining
this lifestyle, shallow ecologism further widens
the inequalities between countries.

Deep Ecologism

 It believes that humans should radically
change their relationship with nature.

 Robust policy formulation and
implementation

 Policy-making must be aided by the
reorientation of technical skills and inventions
in new directions that are ecologically
responsible.

 Re-evaluation of the 'survival of the fittest'
doctrine: Survival of the fittest should be
understood through the human ability to
cooperate and coexist with nature, as
opposed to exploiting or dominating it.

 It prioritises a 'live and let live' attitude
over an 'either you or me' approach.

Highlight of Study

 The research, led by the University of Bristol and including scientists from Bangladesh, looked at
the 2020 Super Cyclone Amphan, the costliest cyclone to have made landfall in South Asia

 GHG Emission: If the release of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere continues at the same scale,
more than two-and-a-half times (250%) the population in India, as compared to the 2020 event,
would experience flooding of greater than 1 metre.

 In Bangladesh, the increase in the number of people at risk is anticipated to be more modest -
a rise of 60% to 70%.

 If the Paris Agreement climate goals of 2°C warming above pre-industrial levels are adhered to,
the modelling showed:

 In India, population exposures toflooding between 50% to 80% more people compared to 2020.

 Population exposures to flooding would drop close to zero in Bangladesh.

 Suggestion: strong, rapid and sustained greenhouse gas reduction is essential to achieve the Paris
Agreement climate goals.

Cyclone Asani

 Recently, Cyclone Asani, formed over the southeast Bay of Bengal, further intensified into a severe
cyclonic storm

 It is the first cyclonic storm of the season and was named by Sri Lanka.

 Asani means "wrath" in Sinhalese.

Nature-Human Relationship

Context: As India continues to grapple with the unrelenting waves, it becomes pertinent to unpack
two strands of environmental philosophy that reinvent the relationship between nature and humans -
shallow and deep ecologism.
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Way Forward

 An ethically responsible ecologism is one which operates in the interest of all economic classes.

 Decentralising the decision-making process and strengthening local autonomy, to reduce
vulnerability of local environment.

 A lengthy decision-making chain is unfavourable as it is prone to excluding local interests.

 Avoid global approach to the environmental crisis.

 A holistic perspective to the crisis is one which acknowledges regional differences and the
disparities between under and over-developed nations.

 Fixing Accountability: Responsibility of solving the climate crisis falls on policy-makers as much
as it does on scientists and ecologists.

Achieving SDGs

Context: Recently, Odisha has achieved significant progress toward achieving the sustainable
development goals of climate action and life below water.

About SDGs:

 UN SDG implementation: NITI Aayog's
2020-21 SDGs India Index detailed UN
SDG implementation in the country,
States, and Union Territories (UTs).

 Each region received a score
ranging from 0 to 100 points.

 State performances: No state scored in
the index's lowest category, 'Aspirant,'
indicating significant progress.

 All of the states received more than
50 points for SDG implementation,
with 13 in the 'Performer' category
and 15 in the 'Front Runner' category (the second-highest position).

 India's performance:  The country's overall performance in terms of SDG implementation improved.
With 66 points, India moved into the 'Front Runner' category.

 India performed admirably in achieving SDGs 6, 7, 11, and 12, which are 'clean water and
sanitation,' 'cheap and clean energy, sustainable cities and communities,' and 'sustainable
consumption and production.

Odisha's performance:

 Overall performance: Odisha improved their overall score by three points, settling at 61 points. It
ranked first in the execution of two SDGs, 13 and 14, titled climate action and life below water,
respectively.

 Climate action: The State achieved 70 points in the 'climate action' SDG, which aims to include
climate change and disaster risk management into national development objectives.

 Odisha saved 120.07 tonnes of CO2 per 1,000 people by utilizing LED bulbs, compared to
India's 28.04 tonnes.



70

 Climate Budget in the FY2021 Budget: The Budget highlighted the impact of climate change
on many sectors, including forestry, fisheries, disaster management, and agriculture, and
tracked public spending for a clean climate.

 Life below water: Odisha received an 82 on the 'life below water' SDG, which aims to safeguard
oceans, seas, and marine resources by reducing marine pollution and illicit fishing practices.

 The state increased the quality of its coastal water and observed a 3.19 percent rise in the area
covered by mangroves.

 Separate SDG budget: The SDG Budget establishes cross-departmental links and demonstrates
the State's commitment to achieving SDG 4, SDG 10, and SDG 2.

 These objectives will get 16.8 percent, 15.4 percent, and 10.2 percent of the SDG budget,
respectively.

 Life on land: Odisha received 83 points for SDG 15, 'Life on Land' (protecting, restoring and
promoting the sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems).

 Increased budgetary allocation for flood management and irrigation has also resulted in
effective disaster prevention.

Way forward:

 There is a need to implement SDG localization efforts at the district, panchayat, and village levels.

 Enabling true community internalisation of the SDGs.

State of the Global Climate

Context: State of the Global Climate report was recently released by World Meteorological
Organisation (WMO).

Highlight of Report

 Temperature Threshold: Globally, the average
temperature last year was 1.11 degrees Celsius

above the preindustrial average.

 World inches closer to the 1.5 C threshold
beyond which the effects of warming are
expected to become drastic.

 New Reeords: Four key climate change
indicators - greenhouse gas concentrations, sea
level rise, ocean heat and ocean acidification -
set new records in 2021.

 Past seven years were the warmest on record.

 2021 did not see record-breaking tempera-
tures because of a La Niña event at the start
and end of the year.

 La Nina is a cooling of surface tempera-
tures in the Central Pacific. While this had a
temporary cooling effect, it did not reverse the overall trend of rising temperatures.

 Ocean Warming: World's oceans in 2021 grew to their warmest and most acidic levels on record,
while melting ice sheets helped push sea levels to new heights.
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 The upper 2000m depth of the ocean continued to warm in 2021 and would continue to do so

in the future - a change which is irreversible on centennial to millennial time scales.

 Financial Loss: Extreme weather led to economic damage worth hundreds of billions of dollars

and triggered shocks for food, water security and displacement that worsened in 2022.

 Economic Loss: individual extreme heatwaves, wildfires, floods and other climate linked

disasters around the world, noting reports of more than $100 billion in damages.

 Dixie fire burned 3,900 square kilometers (1,500 square miles), making it California's largest

ever wildfire.

 Inter-Generatonal Impact: The heat trapped by human-induced greenhouse gases will warm the

planet for many generations to come.

Way Forward

 The world must act in this decade to prevent ever worsening climate impacts and to keep

temperature increase to below 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels.

 WMO report follows on the latest United Nations climate assessment, which warned that humanity

must drastically cut its greenhouse gas emissions or face increasingly catastrophic changes to the

world's climate.

 Focus on renewables, as they are the only path to real energy security, stable power prices and

sustainable employment opportunities.

Deemed Forest

Context: Recently, Karnataka State Government's decided to declassify nearly 6.5 lakh acres of

deemed forests and transfer it to the Revenue Department.

Highlight

 It will legalise large-scale encroachment by the powerful under the fig leaf of securing the rights of

the poor.

 State Government has taken the decision, the status does not change on the ground unless approved

by the Supreme Court.

 Deemed forest land also acted as a buffer zone to protected areas and could be part of wildlife

corridor.

 In view of escalating human-animal conflict it would be imprudent to declassify 6.5 lakh acres

without ascertaining the exact location and the characteristic of the land.

 Deemed Forests

 They are physical parcels that look to be forested but aren't listed as such in historical or

official records.

 In India, deemed forests account for about 1% of total forest land.

 The Supreme Court ruled in 1996 that governments must identify and categorise designated

forests.
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 Forest Conservation Act, 1980

 To prevent deforestation and arrest ecological imbalance.

 It calls or provisions to conserve forest irrespective of the nature of ownership or its classification.

 The concept of deemed forests has not even been clearly defined in any law including the
Forest Conservation Act 1980.

Community Forest Resource (CFR)

Context: Recently, Chhattisgarh government has become only the second state in the country to
recognise Community Forest Resource (CFR) rights of a village inside a national park.

Highlight

 CFR rights of tribals living in Gudiyapadar, a hamlet inside the KangerGhati National Park in
Bastar district, were recognised, giving the community power to formulate rules for forest use.

 KangerGhati National Park is the second national park, after Simlipal in Odisha, where CFR rights
have been recognised.

About Community Forest Resource

 The community forest resource area is the common forest land that has been traditionally protected
and conserved for sustainable use by a particular community.

 The community uses it to access resources available within the traditional and customary boundary
of the village; and for seasonal use of landscape in case of pastoralist communities.

About Community Forest Resource rights

 The Community Forest Resource rights under Section 3(1)(i) of the Scheduled Tribes and Other
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act (Forest Rights Act or the FRA) provide
for recognition of the right to protect, regenerate or conserve or manage the community forest
resource.

 These rights allow the community to formulate rules for forest use by itself and others and thereby
discharge its responsibilities under Section 5 of the FRA.

Significance

 CFR rights, along with Community Rights (CRs) under Sections 3(1)(b) and 3(1)(c), which include
nistar rights and rights over non-timber forest products, ensure sustainable livelihoods of the
community.

 These rights give the authority to the Gram Sabha to adopt local traditional practices of forest
conservation and management within the community forest resource boundary.

 It recognises the community's right to use, manage and conserve forest resources, and to legally
hold forest land that these communities have used for cultivation and residence.

 It underlines the integral role that forest dwellers play in sustainability of forests and in conservation
of biodiversity.

 It is of greater significance inside protected forests like national parks, sanctuaries and tiger reserves
as traditional dwellers then become a part of management of the protected forests using their
traditional wisdom.
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E-waste

Context: Recently, draft electronic waste management rules 2022, were notified by the Environment
Ministry.

Background

 About E-Waste: It stands for Electronic Waste,
and it refers to old, obsolete, or abandoned
electronic appliances. It contains all of their parts,
consumables, and spares.

 It is divided into 21 types that fall into two basic

categories:

 Information technology and communication
equipment.

 Consumer electrical and electronics.

 The government announced in March 2020 that
it recycled more than twice as much electronic
garbage (e-waste) in 2018-19 as it did in 2017-18.

 This resulted in a 10% recycling rate in 2017-
18, which increased to little over 20% in 2018-19.

 According to the Global E-Waste Monitor 2017,
India generates about 2 million tonnes (MT) of e-waste annually and ranks fifth among e-waste
producing countries, after the U.S., China, Japan and Germany.

 Most of India's e-waste is recycled by the informal sector and under hazardous conditions

 In 2017, the E-waste (Management) Rules, 2016 were passed.

 Rules imposed Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) on producers, the responsibility for
collecting and exchanging E-waste.

 Different producers can have their own Producer Responsibility Organization (PRO) to ensure
that E-waste is collected and disposed of in an environmentally sound manner.

 In Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, India's first e-waste clinic has been established for the separation,
processing, and disposal of trash from residential and commercial units.

Highlight of Draft

 Consumer goods companies and makers of electronics goods have to ensure at least 60% of their
electronic waste is collected and recycled by 2023 with targets to increase them to 70% and 80% in
2024.

 Penalty: Companies that fail to fulfil their annual targets will face a fee or environmental
compensation, though the proposal does not define the amount.

 The guidelines establish a system of certificate trading, similar to carbon credits that will allow
businesses to temporarily bridge deficits.

 Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) certificates: It certify the quantity of e-waste collected
and recycled in a particular year by a company and an organisation may sell surplus quantities to
another company to help it meet its obligations.
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 It requires producers to set up e-waste exchange facilities to facilitate collection and recycling,
and assign specific responsibility to bulk consumers of electronic products for safe disposal.

 Role of State government: They have been entrusted with the responsibility of earmarking industrial
space for e-waste dismantling and recycling facilities, undertaking industrial skill development
and establishing measures for protecting the health and safety of workers engaged in the dismantling
and recycling facilities for e-waste.

 Coverage including computers, landline and mobile phones, cameras, recorders, music systems,
microwaves, refrigerators, and medical equipment.

 Monitoring: Overall execution will be overseen by a steering group led by the Chairman of the
CPCB.

 Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)

 It is a statutory organisation which was constituted in September, 1974 under the Water
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974.

 It was entrusted with the powers and functions under the Air (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1981.

 It serves as a field formation and also provides technical services to the Ministry of Environment
and Forests under the provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.

Green Hydrogen

Context: Recently, at World Economic Forum in Davos, Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas
said India will emerge as the leader of green hydrogen.

Background

 Obligation: Under the Paris Agreement (a legally binding international treaty on climate change
with the goal of limiting global warming to below 2°C compared to pre-industrial levels) of 2015,
India is committed to reducing its greenhouse gas emissions by 33-35% from the 2005 levels.

 At the 2021 Conference of Parties in Glasgow, India reiterated its commitment to move from a
fossil and import-dependent economy to a net-zero economy by 2070.

 High Import Bill: India's average annual energy import bill is more than $100 billion and the
increased consumption of fossil fuel has made the country a high carbon dioxide (CO2) emitter,
accounting for nearly 7% of the global CO2 burden.

 India's first 99.99% pure green hydrogen plant in eastern Assam's Jorhat was recently commissioned
by Oil India Limited (OIL).

About green hydrogen

 Hydrogen is the lightest, simplest and most abundant member of the family of chemical elements
in the universe.

 It is a colourless, odourless, tasteless, non-toxic and highly combustible gaseous substance.

 But a colour - green - prefixed to it makes hydrogen the fuel of the future.

 Manufacturing: Green hydrogen is produced through electrolysis using renewable sources of
energy such as solar, wind or hydel power.

 Green hydrogen can be stored for long periods of time.
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 The stored hydrogen can be used to produce electricity using fuel cells.

 Hydrogen, thus, can act as an energy storage device and contribute to grid stability.

 Hydrogen can be 'grey' and 'blue' too.

Grey Hydrogen Blue Hydrogen

 It is generated through fossil fuels such as  It is produced using electricity generated by

coal and gas and currently accounts for 95%  burning fossil fuels but with technologies

of the total production in South Asia. to prevent the carbon released in the process
from entering the atmosphere.

Advantage and Disadvantage of Green Hydrogen

Way Forward

 Energy Independent: To become energy independent by 2047, government need to introduce

green hydrogen as an alternative fuel that can make India the global hub and a major exporter of

hydrogen.

 National Hydrogen Mission was launched on August 15, 2021, with a view to cutting down carbon

emissions and increasing the use of renewable sources of energy.

Assam Disaster

Context: The monsoons have yet to arrive, but Assam has already been hit by floods and landslides,

killing 15 people and affecting more than 7 lakh people.

Highlights:

 In Dima Hasao'sHaflong, at least three people have been buried alive.

 Mudslides washed down a stretch of the rail tracks that connect Assam's south with the rest of the

country in a particularly heinous episode.

 The New Haflong railway station was also seriously damaged, with train bogeys overturning due

to the impact of landslide-induced debris.
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Factors for the disaster:

 Extremely heavy pre-monsoon rains: While the average rainfall in Assam from March 1 to May 20
is 434.5 mm, the equivalent figure for this year is 719 mm. This equates to a 65% surplus.

 It was even more concerning because the southwest monsoons were projected to arrive in the
northeast region early (end May) this year. There may be little respite between the pre-
monsoonal flood and the arrival of the first monsoonal flood surge.

 Infrastructure exploitation: Landslides were triggered by an undesired, unpractical, and
unanticipated structural intrusion on the delicate landscape of hills.

 The Lumding-Badarpur railway line is one example. In 2015, the impacted railway route was
converted to a wide gauge.

 The enlargement project was hampered by multiple red flags, and even when it was completed,
there were allegations that it violated safety standards.

 Deforestation: Deforestation has occurred throughout the years for more than just the railway and
roadway.

 Riverbed mining: There has also been widespread riverbed mining, frequently in collaboration
with district officials.

 Roads over spring water sources: There have been several reports that highways were built over
streams and spring water sources, which is why so many roads have caved in.

Way forward

 Holistic strategy: The necessity for intentional construction and an integrated holistic strategy
across state lines is urgent.

 Sustainable infrastructure: Keeping ancient knowledge systems in mind and integrating the local
community in the construction of sustainable infrastructure.

 To account for such calamities, we must look back at the mess we have made on the ground, in
conjunction with climate change.
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UGC On Mental Health

Context: Recently, University Grants Commission (UGC) has issued draft criteria requiring the
establishment of dedicated cells at colleges and universities with mental health counsellors

About the guidelines:

 Aim: To assist students in dealing with peer pressure, anxiety, and depression.

 Separate records: These cells will be required to keep separate records on students who look to be
"more vulnerable and stressed-prone."

 SSC: Every higher education institution must have a Students Services Centre (SSC) that is in charge
of dealing with and managing stress and emotional adjustment issues.

 Systematic procedures: It should have standardized, systematic procedures to deliver the right
support to students, particularly those from rural areas, female students, students from diverse
cultural backgrounds, and students with special needs.

 Calculating the dropout rate: The dropout rate can also be determined.

 Promoting fitness: Cells will work on strengthening physical fitness and sporting activities among
students, instill a good attitude, and create a supportive network of students.

Way forward

 Institutions should respect lingual, religious, cultural, and social diversity and provide counsellors
with effective linguistic skills to students and teachers.

 LGBT students may be given special consideration.

Ayush Sector

Context: Indian Ayush industry is projected to reach $23.3 billion in 2022, according to a Research
and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), 2021, report. The Indian herbal medicine market
is worth $18.1 billion.

Background

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation of the WHO-Global Centre for Traditional
Medicine in Jamnagar on April 19, 2022.

 This will be the first and only global outpost centre for traditional medicine across the world.

 High Potential Sector: Indian Ayush sector has grown by 17% between 2014 and 2020.

 Global Market for Herbal Medicine was valued at $657.5 billion in 2020.

 It is expected to grow to $746.9 billion in 2022.

About National Ayush Mission (NAM):

 It was launched in 2014 by the Department of Ayush, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

 Objective:

 To promote Ayush systems and address the needs of the sector in a comprehensive way.

 Providing cost-effective services, strengthening educational systems, quality control of drugs
and sustainable availability of raw materials are the main objectives of NAM.

SOCIAL ISSUES
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 'Medicinal Plants' component of the NAM scheme (2015-16 to 2020-21), the cultivation of prioritised

medicinal plants in identified clusters/zones is being supported.

 Cultivation of plants on farmer's land, establishment of nurseries with backward linkages,

post-harvest management with forward linkages, and primary processing, marketing, etc., are

all covered under the scheme.

 For the cultivation of plants, subsidies at 30%, 50% and 75% of the cultivation cost for 140

medicinal plants are being provided.

 So far, approximately 56,396 hectares are under the cultivation of medicinal plants.

 Organisational structure: National Medicinal Plant Board (NMPB) implements the medicinal plant

component of Ayush through state bodies-State Medicinal Plant Boards (SMPBs).

 Ministry of Finance has announced a ?4000-crore package under the Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan

for the promotion of herbal cultivation.

Way Forward

 Ayush sector requires a multi-dimensional thrust, ranging from initiatives at the institutional level,

massive awareness and promotion of cultivation of medicinal plants by farmers, to trade-related

interventions and quality focus measures.

 Strengthen organisational structure of SMPBs: They should have experts for conservation,

cultivation, R&D, herbal garden and nurseries, IEC and marketing and trade of medicinal plants.

 Developing comprehensive databases on Ayush trade, products and raw materials

 HS (Harmonised system) codes: Expansion of HS national lines to accommodate various features

of traditional medicine and medicinal plant products

 Integration of Ayush systems into mainstream systems will certainly give wider acceptance for

traditional systems of the country.

Conclusion

 NITI Aayog committee on integrative medicine: to provide deeper insights and recommendations

in the areas of education, research, clinical practice and public health and administration.

 The Ayush industry in India can provide cost-effective healthcare to people across States.

 It has all the ingredients of success, to co-exist with the modern health systems, as a choice-based

system of traditional medicine.

Fortified Rice

Context: The Union Cabinet approved the supply of fortified rice through the public distribution

system across the country by 2024.

 Rice fortification is a process where micronutrients such as iron, folic acid, and Vitamin B12 are

added to rice for overcoming the problem of malnutrition.

 The central government will bear the cost of fortification as part of food subsidy till June 2024 (an

estimated Rs 2,700 crore annually).
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Table : Phases under the scheme for supply of fortified rice

Phase Schemes to be covered Deadline

I Integrated Child Development Services March 2022 (under implementation)

(ICDS) and Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti

Nirman (PM-POSHAN, earlier Mid-Day

Meal Scheme) schemes in all districts

II Targeted Public Distribution System March 2023

(TPDS) and other welfare schemes in all

aspirational and high burden districts on

stunting

III TPDS and other welfare schemes in March 2024

remaining districts

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY)

 Context: Recently, the Centre reduced the wheat allocation to some states and UTs under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) till September.

Changes Made

 As per the revised allocation, three states (Bihar, Kerala and Uttar Pradesh) will not receive any
wheat for free distribution under the PMGKAY.

 The wheat quota of eight other states (Delhi, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Uttarakhand and West Bengal) has been reduced.

 There is no change in the wheat allocation for the remaining 25 states and UTs.

Reasons

 Government is expecting a record low wheat procurement in this Rabi season.

 Reason for low procurement: More farmers in Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujarat,
are selling the produce to traders/exporters at a price higher than the MSP.
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 Adequate Buffer after Distribution: After distribution under different welfare schemes, about 80
LMT wheat will be there in stock at the end of the financial year, which is more than the minimum
stocking norm of 75LMT.

About the PMGKAY scheme:

 The scheme is a part of Atmanirbhar Bharat to supply free food grains to migrants and poor.

 It aims to provide 5 kg free wheat/rice per person / month along with 1 kg free whole chana to
each family per month.

 Households belonging to the Below Poverty Line - Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) and Priority
Households (PHH) categories are eligible for the scheme.

 Beneficiaries are identified by State Governments/Union Territory Administrations.

National Family Health Survey (NFHS)

Context: Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya released the most recent National Family
Health Survey (NFHS-5) data.

About the survey:

 People included in survey: The NFHS-5 survey was
conducted in approximately 6.37 lakh sample
homes from 707 districts (as of March, 2017) across the
country, covering 7,24,115 women and 1,01,839 men to
produce analysed data up to the district level.

 Survey variables: The national report also includes
data by socioeconomic and other background
variables, which are useful for policy formation and
program execution.

Findings of the survey:

 Total Fertility Rate (TFR): Only five Indian states have

fertility rates higher than the replacement level of 2.1.

These states are Bihar (2.98), Meghalaya (2.91), Uttar

Pradesh (2.35), Jharkhand (2.26), and Manipur (2.17).

 Institutional births: Institutional births climbed from 79 percent to 89 percent in India, with 87

percent of births given in institutions in rural areas and 94 percent in urban areas.

 India's population: India's population is still young, with more than one-fourth under the age of

15 and less than one-eighth beyond the age of 60.

 The under-15 population has decreased by 2 percentage points, from 29 to 27 percent, while

the over-60 population has climbed by the same amount, from 10% to 12%.

 More over half of the population (52%) is under 30, compared to 55.5 percent in NFHS-4.

 Gender equity:Less than one-third of married women work, and roughly 44 percent do not have

the flexibility to shop alone. However, slightly more than 80% indicated they can deny their

husband's sex demands.
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 Only 72 percent of Indian men believe it is wrong to pressure, threaten, or use force on a
woman if, highlighting the huge ground that needs to be covered in educating men about
marriage equality, choice, and freedom.

 Immunization: According to the NFHS-5 statistics,
more than three-fourths (77%) of children aged 12-23
months were fully immunized, compared to 62 percent
in the NFHS-4.

 Stunting: Stunting among children under the age of
five has fallen from 38 percent to 36 percent. In 2019-
21, stunting is more common among children in rural
areas (37%) than in urban areas (30%).

 Decision making: NFHS-5 improves indicators of the
Sustainable Development Goals in all states/union
territories (UTs). The level to which married women
typically participate in three family decisions reveals
that their decision-making participation is significant.

 It ranges from 80% in Ladakh to 99% in Nagaland and Mizoram.

 Bank accounts of women: In the last four years, the proportion of women who have a bank or
savings account has climbed from 53% to 79%.

 Obesity: In NFHS-5, the level of overweight or obesity has risen in the majority of states/UTs. At
the national level, it grew from 21% to 24% among women and 19% to 23% among men.

 Marriage: According to NFHS-5, 23.3 percent of women were married before reaching the legal
age of 18 years, a decrease from 26.8 percent in NFHS-4. Underage marriage occurs in 17.7 percent
of men (NFHS-5) and 20.3 percent of women (NFHS-4).

 Contraception: According to the report, 66.3 percent of employed women utilize a modern
contraceptive technique, compared to 53.4 percent of unemployed women.

 Teenage pregnancy: Teenage pregnancies, the Survey shows, is down from 7.9 percent to 6.8 percent.

 Domestic violence:  Domestic violence has decreased slightly from 31.2 percent in 2015-16 to 29.3
percent in 2019-21, according to data.

 Gender Based Violence (GBV):NFHS-V shows that 45.4% of women believe that a husband is
justified in beating his wife, 30% of women experience gender-based violence with at least 6%
experiencing sexual violence in their lifetime.

 Over 98% of gender-based violence survivors, do not access healthcare due to the absence of
comprehensive medical care available in close proximity to vulnerable groups, as well as the
fear of mandatory police reporting.

 Healthcare-Seeking Behaviour (HSB) among the survivors is still near zero. Dismal state in the
practice of seeking medical care post gender-based violence, including sexual violence.

 Lack of Awareness: Suffering of survivors is only compounded further by lack of knowledge
of health consequences, lack of social/ family support to access health services, fear of stigma
and shame by society, fear of undignified treatment by health care workers, and fear of police
and legal processes.
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HOW IS MARITAL RAPE DIFFERENT?

It is an unwanted sexual act by a spouse without

the other person's consent. It may or may not be
done using force or intimidation.

In a society where marriage is considered licence

for sex, martial rape is an alien concept to many.

Marital rape

Context: Recently, a two-judge Bench of the Delhi High Court issued a split judgement in a batch
of petitions challenging the exclusion of marital rape underSection 375 of Indian Penal Code (IPC).

Highlight of Judgement

 Exception in section 375: Section 375 defines rape
and includes seven conceptions of consent that, if
violated, constitute rape by a man.

 Judgement 1: Exception is Unconstitutional:
Sexual intercourse or sexual actions by a man
with his own wife, the wife not being under the
age of eighteen, is not rape.

 This exception essentially used togrants a
husband a marital right to have consenting or
non-consensual sex with his wife with legal
legitimacy.

 Judgement 2: Justice C. Hari Shankar dismissed the petition to criminalize marital rape, stating
that any change in the law must be carried out by
the legislature because the matter involves
examination of multiple factors, including social,
cultural, and legal.

 The Delhi administration argued in favor of
keeping the provision for marital rape. The
government's reasons ranged from defending
males against alleged legal exploitation by spouses to defending the institution of marriage.

Marital rape laws around the world:

 Post- colonial countries: Many post-colonial
common law jurisdictions recognize marital rape
immunity. Australia (1981), Canada (1983), and
South Africa (1993) all passed laws making marital

rape illegal.

 UK: The House of Lords in the United Kingdom
revoked the exception in 1991. The European
Court of Justice examined the issue and upheld the
Lords' decision as a "predictable progression" of the law.

 Following that, in 2003, laws in the United Kingdom made marital rape illegal.
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Abortion Right Include in

Context: Recently, legal situation of abortions in India has been explored afterit being making
headlines around the world.

Abortion Scenario Around the World

Laws on termination in India:

 Punishable offence: According to
the Indian Penal Code, causing a
pregnant woman to miscarry
willingly is a crime punishable
by up to three years in prison, a
fine, or both, unless done in good
faith to save the pregnant lady's
life.

 Apart from the person who
causes the miscarriage, which is usually a medical practitioner, a pregnant woman who causes
herself to miscarry is also an offender under this clause.

 MTP: The Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act was passed in 1971. This law is an exception
to the IPC regulations and it establishes the rules for accessing an MTP, including when, when,
where, why, and by whom.

 This law has been revised twice since then, with the most recent set of changes taking effect in
2021. However, the law does not recognize a pregnant person's right to choose whether or not

to terminate a pregnancy.

 The law specifies a number of grounds for requesting an MTP: the continuation of the pregnancy
would endanger the pregnant woman's life or cause substantial harm to her bodily or mental
health.

 The legislation states that if the pregnancy is induced by rape or failure of contraception used
by the pregnant woman or her partner to limit the number of children or prevent pregnancy,
the grief caused by the pregnancy is deemed a grave mental harm.

 Another reason for seeking an MTP is the significant possibility that the kid might be born
with any serious physical or mental defect.

 Gestational period: The gestational age of the pregnancy is another set of restrictions imposed by
the legislation. A pregnancy can be terminated for any of the reasons listed above, on the advice of
a single certified medical practitioner, up to 20 weeks of gestation.

 Two qualified medical practitioners' opinions are required from 20 weeks to 24 weeks.

  This extended gestational limit applies to certain categories of women, which the rules define
as survivors of sexual assault, minors, women with serious physical disabilities, mentally-ill
women and the cause of foetal malformation incompatible with life.

 Any decision to terminate a pregnancy after 24 weeks gestational age can only be made by a
Medical Board, which is set up in each state according to the law.

 No pregnancy can be terminated without the consent of the pregnant individual, regardless of
age or mental health.



84

Concerns regarding the law:

 Old law: India legalized abortion in specific instances
far before the rest of the world; sadly, even in 2020, we
choose to follow the logic of 1971.

  By the time the MTP Act modifications were
introduced in the Lok Sabha in 2020, courts had
received close to 500 cases of pregnant women
requesting permission to terminate their pregnancy.

 Multiple interpretations: A number of courts had
likewise considered the instances at hand in
terms of the facts of the case and opted not to set the
law straight.

 Right of the individual: While abortion has been allowed in the country, there is still a long way to
go until it is recognized as a right of a person with the capacity to become pregnant to decide
whether or not to continue a pregnancy unconditionally.

Ujjwala scheme

Context: In the 2021, 90 lakh beneficiaries of flagship welfare scheme Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana did not refill their cylinders.

Background

 Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas
(MOPNG), in May 2016, began the 'Pradhan
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana' (PMUY) initiative as a
principle scheme for women below the poverty
line.

 Objective: To encourage using clean cooking
fuels like LPG and make them widely available
to the rural and marginalised homes used to
cooking with traditional older methods, such as
burning firewood, coal, cow-dung cakes, etc.

 Reduce carbon emissions and footprints in
villages and prevent long-term negative impacts on people's health.

 The PMUY 2.0 was launched in financial year 2021-22 making a provision for release of additional
one crore connections.

 So far over 9 crore connections under PMUY has been released.

 PMUY beneficiaries have availed 14.17 crore free refills under the Scheme, across the country

Highlight

 Over 1 crore beneficiaries refilled their cylinders only once.

 COVID effect: During the COVID-19 pandemic, the government provided up to three free of cost
LPG refills to PMUY beneficiaries from April 1, 2020 and this was extended up to December 31
2020.
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 Unaffordability: Fuel prices fluctuated and kept rising with the disruptions of fuel imports, the
demand-supply chain getting broken, leading to inflation.

 Thus, even after providing subsidies under Central schemes like Ujjwala Yojana, the
LPG rates were too high for consumers to refill even once.

 Alternatives To High Prices: Many of beneficiary have returned to getting fuel from wood, cow
dung, etc.

 It is even believed that some consumers might have sold the cylinders to earn money.

Impact of welfare scheme

Context: According to a recent World Bank report, extreme poverty in India has more than halved
between 2011 and 2019, falling from 22.5 percent to 10.2 percent.

Highlight

 The decline was greater in rural areas, ranging from 26.3% to 11.6%. When compared to 2011-2015,
the level of poverty drop between 2015 and 2019 was faster.

 Poverty has decreased significantly as a result of the current government's emphasis on making
life easier for ordinary Indians through schemes such as:

 The Ujjwala Yojana

 PM Awas Yojana

 Swachh Bharat Mission

 Jan Dhan and Mission Indradhanush

 The DeendayalAntyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihood Mission

 Expanded coverage under the National Food Security Act

Reasons for faster poverty reduction in rural areas:

 Spotting backward homes: The identification of deprived households across welfare programs
based on the Socioeconomic and Caste Census (SECC) 2011 aided in the creation of a community
for the well-being of the poor, regardless of caste, creed, or religion.

 Given that poverty was the main criterion, SC and ST populations gained more benefits, as
did previously deprived regions in Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and rural Maharashtra.

 Social groups that were previously excluded from government programs were included, and
gram sabha approval was obtained to ensure that the project touched these communities.

 Women's coverage: Women's coverage under the DeendayalAntyodaya Yojana and Self Help
Groups (SHG) expanded to over 8 crore in 2018 because of over 75 lakh SHGs collaborating with
over 31 lakh elected panchayati raj officials.

 This offered a strong framework for connecting with communities and generated social capital
that aided all programs.

 The PRI-SHG alliance accelerated poverty reduction, while Aadhaar cleaned out corruption at
multiple levels and ensured money to people who needed them.

 Infrastructure development: Finance Commission allocations were provided directly to gram
panchayats, resulting in the construction of basic infrastructure such as pucca village roads and
drains in rural regions moving at a considerably faster rate.
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 Improving connection and mobility due toroad construction under the Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadhak Yojana increased employment opportunities in surrounding villages.

 Credit availability: SHGs' social capital ensured credit availability through banks, microfinance
institutions, and MUDRA loans. The NRLM prioritized livelihood diversification and
developed credit distribution programs.

 Women's collectives embraced new companies, both farm and non-farm, with the help of
community resource persons, notably in skill development.

 Benefits for backward communities: In 2018, 63,974 villages with large SC and ST populations
received gas and electricity connections, LED lights, accident and life insurance, bank accounts,
and immunisation as part of the Gram Swaraj Abhiyan.

 No one was left behind with universal coverage for individual home latrines, LPG connections,
and pucca houses for those who lived in kuccha houses. LabarthiVarg arose from this.

 Evaluating villages: With the focus on a people's plan campaign, Sabki Yojana Sabka Vikas,
from 2017-18, panchayats and SHGs were heavily involved in developing GPD plans and
rating villages on human development, economic activity, and infrastructure.

 Efforts to utilize resources: Resources were fully utilized through techniques like social and
concurrent audits. Several improvements were made to programs like MGNREGS to develop
long-term assets. This aided small farmers in upgrading their land and diversifying their
livelihoods.

MOB LYNCHING

Context: Recently, National Human Rights Commission has requested an action taken report from
Seoni local authority in Madhya Pradesh in relation with the lynching
of two tribal males.

Laws on cow slaughter and Lynching:

 Ban on cow slaughter: The Supreme Court justified the total ban
on cattle slaughter in 2005 by using a mass interpretation of the
directive principles of state policy and relying on Articles 48,
48A, and 51(A) of the Constitution.

 The law seeks to protect breeds used in agriculture and
animal husbandry, clearly forbidding the slaughter of cows
and calves, in addition to promoting animal compassion.

 The decision reversed an earlier rule from 1958, which had
confined the restriction to usefullivestock still used in
agriculture and husbandry.

 Law on lynching: After several lynching cases, four states (Rajasthan, Jharkhand, West Bengal,
and Manipur) approved anti-lynching law.

About the proceedings of the case:

 Action taken report: The Commission orders its Registry to deliver the copy of complaint to the
competent authority asking for an action taken report within four weeks, it added.
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 Notification on any additional notice: The competent authorities shall also notify the Commission,

if any, notice, order, etc. obtained from the State Human Rights Commission in the immediate
situation. If yes, a copy of the order must be given to the Commission within 4 weeks.

 In the situation at hand, let a copy of the complaint be sent to the secretary of the concerned State

Human Rights Commission, requesting him to inform this Commission of any cognisance taken
by their end within four weeks.

 Arrests: According to a police official, nine people have been arrested in connection with the

death of two tribal males who were allegedly assaulted by a gang of people in Seoni district on
suspicion of cow slaughter.

 National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)

 Established on 12th October, 1993, under Protection of Human Rights Act (PHRA), 1993.

It was amended by the Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Act, 2006 and Human
Rights (Amendment) Act, 2019

 It was established in conformity with the Paris Principles, adopted for the promotion
and protection of human rights in Paris (October, 1991) and endorsed by the General
Assembly of the United Nations in December, 1993.

 It is a watchdog of human rights in the country, i.e. the rights related to life, liberty,
equality and dignity of the individual guaranteed by Indian Constitution or embodied
in the international covenants and enforceable by courts in India.

 Mob lynching

 It is a term used to describe the acts of targeted violence by a large group of people.

 The violence is tantamount to offences against human body or property- both public as

well as private.

 In 2019, Union Home Ministry informed Parliament that there was no separate
definition for lynching under the IPC.

 Lynching incidents could be dealt under Sections 300 and 302 of the IPC pertaining to
murder.

Profiting From Pain Report

Context:  OXFAM recently released its report titled 'Profiting from Pain'.

Finding of Report

 Income Inequality: World's ten richest men own more wealth than the bottom 40% of humanity or
3.1 billion people.

 Total wealth of the world's billionaires is now equivalent to 13.9% of global GDP, marking a

three-fold increase from 4.4% in 2000.

 Rich have rigged the system with impunity for decades and they are now reaping the benefits.

 They have seized a shocking amount of the world's wealth as a result of privatization and

monopolies, gutting regulation and workers' rights while stashing their cash in tax havens.
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 COVID-19 exacerbated Income difference:
Pandemic has seen one new billionaire emerging
every 30 hours.

 Cost of essential goods rises faster than it has in
decades, billionaires in the food and energy
sectors are increasing their fortunes by $1 billion
every two days.

 Increasing Poverty: Decades of progress on extreme
poverty are now in reverse and millions of
people are facing impossible rises in the cost of
simply staying alive,

 263 million more people will crash into extreme
poverty, at a rate of a million people every 33
hours

 Across East Africa, one person is likely dying every
minute from hunger.

 COVID and Vulnerable:  Price hikes are particularly
devastating for low-wage workers whose health and
livelihoods were already most vulnerable to
COVID-19, particularly women, racialized and
marginalized people.

 Pandemic has created 40 new pharma billionaires
and alleged that pharmaceutical corporations
like Moderna and Pfizer are making $1,000 profit
every second just from their monopoly control
of the COVID-19 vaccine, despite its development
having been supported by billions of dollars in
public investments.

Suggestion

 Governments should introduce one-off solidarity taxes on billionaires' pandemic windfalls to
fund support for people facing rising food and energy costs and a fair and sustainable recovery
from COVID-19.

 Governments across the world to introduce permanent wealth taxes to rein in extreme wealth and
monopoly power, as well as the outsized carbon emissions of the super-rich.

 Ending the crisis profiteering by introducing a temporary excess profit tax of 90% to capture the
windfall profits of big corporations across all industries.

 Such a tax on just 32 super-profitable multinational companies could have generated $104
billion in revenue in 2020.

 Tax to Welfare: An annual wealth tax on millionaires starting at just 2%, and 5% on billionaires,
could generate $2.52 trillion a year -- enough to lift 2.3 billion people out of poverty, make enough
vaccines for the world, and deliver universal healthcare and social protection for everyone living
in low- and lower middle-income countries.
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Abortion rights

Context: Every day, women, pregnant women, and transgender people in India fight for the right
to choose when and how to give birth.

Background

 WHO Data: Six out of every ten unwanted pregnancies,
according to the World Health Organization, result in
an induced abortion.

 Unsafe Abortions:  Approximately 45 percent of all
abortions are unsafe, with nearly all (97 percent) taking
place in developing nations.

 Mortality: According to study in the journal PLOS One
in 2014, abortions account for 10% of maternal mortality
in India.

 NFHS: According to the most recent wave of the
National Family Health Survey2019-2021, 3% of all
pregnancies in India result in abortion.

 53% of abortions in India are performed in the
private sector, whereas just 20% are performed
in the public sector.

 More than a quarter of abortions (27%) are performed at home by the mother herself.

 Unlawful: According to Lancet in 2018, 73 percent of all abortions in 2015 were pharmaceutical
abortions.

 Many of them are unlawful under the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act, if
performed without the clearance of a certified medical practitioner.

 Untrained People: 5% of all abortions were performed outside of medical facilities using means
other than medication abortion.

 Untrained persons perform these dangerous abortions in unclean situations by inserting objects,
ingesting drugs, applying abdominal pressure, etc.

 Sex Selective Abortions: It could result in 6.8 million fewer girls being born between 2017 and
2030.

Challenges in Abortion

 Lack of knowledge: They may be unaware that abortion is legal or where they can receive one
safely.

 Abortion is not a choice: The MTP Act does not recognize abortion as a choice, thus they need
medical approval even in the early weeks of pregnancy.

 Social Stigma: Unmarried and transgender people continue to experience stigma and may be denied
access to health care, leading them to seek unsafe care.

 Privacy of adolescents: The required reporting requirements imposed by the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offenses Bill (POCSO) 2011 have an impact on privacy and limit adolescents' access
to safe abortion options.
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 Forced Contraception: Many women are still forced to agree to a permanent or long-term
contraceptive technique as a condition of receiving abortion services.

 Moral Policing: By requiring 'husbands' or 'parental' approval for abortion, health-care practitioners
may impose their own morality.

 Even women seeking abortion care in health facilities are frequently mistreated and do not
receive pain relief drugs.

 Sex Determination: Despite rules against sex determination, the illegal practice continues. In India,
uncontrolled ultrasound facilities continue to promote illegal sex determination, leading to
hazardous abortions and female foeticide.

Concerns regarding MTP act:

 MTP Act: It was adopted in 1971 and revised in 2021, makes 'medical termination of pregnancy'
possible in India under certain instances.

 Protecting Medical Practitioner: However, from a legal aspect, this Act is designed to primarily
protect medical practitioners because induced miscarriage is a criminal offense under the Indian
Penal Code.

 Lack Of Bodily Autonomy: This premise implies a lack of choice and bodily autonomy for women,
and it bases abortion decisions completely on the doctor's view.

 Ignores Transgender: The MTP Act solely refers to pregnant women, ignoring the fact that
transgender people and others who do not identify as women can get pregnant.

Way forward

 Reframing the abortion issue: Our country has to reframe abortion as a sexual health and
reproductive rights issue, not merely a family planning and maternal health problem.

 Raising standards of reproductive justice: The scenario in India demonstrates that a single law is
insufficient, and we must increase the standard for reproductive justice.

 Reforming healthcare systems: To ensure high-quality and respectful abortion treatment, we must
reform our health-care systems.

Sex Workers Rehabilitation

Context: Recently, Supreme Court (SC) ordered states and union territories to adopt suggestions
given by a court-appointed commission on sex worker rehabilitation in 2011.

Background:

 Supreme Court in a PIL filed in 2011, said that the Central and State Governments, through Social
Welfare Boards, should prepare schemes for rehabilitation for physically and sexually abused
prostitute, as they have a right to live with dignity under Article 21.

 In 2011, the SC established a team of Senior Advocates and NGOs Usha Multipurpose Co-operative
Society, Durbar MahilaSamanwaya Committee and Roshni Academy to help and advise it for
giving relevant directives, which are

 sex workers lacked documentation of domicile, making it difficult for them to obtain ration
cards or voter cards.
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 District officials don't recognize sex workers and their children, and they can't access
rehabilitation programs.

 Lack of documentation stopped them from creating bank accounts, preventing them from
accessing state financing.

 The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act,1956, should be amended, according to the committee.

 SC in September2020, authorized states and union territories to supply dry food to sex workers
identified by NACO without confirmation of identity.

 The court ordered states and UTs to finish the process of distributing ration cards/voter cards
to all sex workers by 2022,.

 Later, the court invoked Article 142's exceptional powers and ordered that some of the
recommendations be implemented.

Recommendations by Supreme court:

 Medical attention: Any sex worker who is sexually assaulted is entitled to prompt medical attention.

 Study of the law: Authorities are directed to conduct a study of all Immoral Trafficking (Prevention)
Act Protective Homes in order to assess and process cases of adult women who are kept against
their will in a timely way.

 Directions to police: Sensitizing police and other law enforcement to sex workers' rights to ensure
they are treated with dignity and not verbally or physically abused or coerced into sexual behavior.

 Media Sensitization: Ask the Press Council of India to develop standards so the media won't
divulge sex workers' identities.

 Precautions as Evidence: Direction that health and safety precautions used by sex workers
(condoms, etc.) shall not be regarded as crimes or seen as evidence of a crime being committed.

 No criminal action: There will be no criminal action taken against a sex worker who is an adult
who is participating with their consent.

 Arrests and Raids: During a raid on brothels, only the brothel owner to be arrested, not the sex
workers.

 Representation: The role of sex workers in decision-making processes, including policy
development, design, and implementation.

 Children: The children of sex workers should not be separated from their mothers and should be
treated with dignity.

Scrapping Widowhood Rituals

Context: Maharashtra government has directed all gram panchayats in Maharashtra to pass
resolutions scrapping widowhood rituals to mark the birth centenary of social reformer Chhatrapati
Shahu Maharaj.

Background

 Order was issued by the State Rural Development Department cited the example of Herwad village
in Kolhapur that passed a resolution, along with Mangaon village in the district, banning age-old,
regressive rituals that ostracise widows on May 1 to mark Maharashtra Day.
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Highlight

 Resolution called for banning the practice of women breaking bangles, wiping off 'kumkum'
(vermillion) from the forehead and removing the mangalsutra of a widow.

 Need to eradicate such customs as such practices violate human rights and hurt the dignity of
women.

 Maharashtra government would take steps to make the resolution a part of the State's directives.

 Women and Child Welfare Minister announced that it would be a part of the State's policy for
women.

Global Report on Assistive Technology (GReAT)

Context: Recently, World Health Organization (WHO) and United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF) invite you to join the virtual launch of the first Global Report on  Assistive Technology
(GReAT).

Background

 2011 Census puts the national estimate of the number of people with disabilities at 2.21% of the
total population (26.8 million persons), including persons with visual, hearing, speech, locomotor
and mental disabilities with the majority in the 19-59 age group.

 The country's disabled population increased by 22.4% between 2001 and 2011 census periods;
the total population increased by 17.6% however.

 The 76th round (July- December 2018) of the National Sample Survey (NSS) reported that among
persons with disabilities, 21.8% reported receiving aid/help from the government and another
1.8% from other organisations.

Highlight of Report

 More than 2.5 billion people need one or more assistive products, such as wheelchairs, hearing
aids, or apps that support communication and cognition

 Access Denied:Billion of people, particularly in low- and middle-income countries, where access
can be as low as 3% of the need for these life-changing products.

 Denying people access to these life-changing tools is not only an infringement of human rights,
but it is also economically shortsighted.

 Number of people in need of one or more assistive products is likely to rise to 3.5 billion by 2050,
due to populations aging and the prevalence of non-communicable diseases rising across the
world.

 Large gaps in service provision and trained workforce for assistive technology, especially in
the domains of cognition, communication and self-care.

ASHA Workers

Context: The World Health Organization (WHO) has acknowledged India's 1 million Accredited
Social Health Activists (ASHAs) for their efforts during the Covid-19 outbreak.

About ASHA:

 ASHA: It is a successful initiative throughout the country. ASHA evolved into a program that
enabled a local woman to become a skilled health professional.
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 Duties: It is widely recognised that ASHAs perform critical roles in house-to-house surveys,
vaccination, public health, and reproductive and child health measures, as well as in linking
households to health facilities.

 ASHAs are active in national health programs and the response to a variety of communicable
and non-communicable diseases in several states.

 ASHA employees: Around 10.4 lakh ASHA workers are employed in India, with the biggest
numbers in Uttar Pradesh (1.63 lakh), Bihar (89,437), and Madhya Pradesh (77,531).

 Payment structure: They are compensated based on performance rather than a fixed salary, as are
government employees. There have been protests calling for ASHA employees to be given
employee status.

 The goal of performance-based remuneration was never to give them a pittance; rather, the
reward was supposed to be substantial.

 Local citizen: The ASHA program was modeled after Chhattisgarh's successful Mitanin program,
in which a Community Worker is responsible for 50 families. The ASHA would be a local citizen
in charge of 200 families.

 The program placed a strong emphasis on the staged development of capacity in certain
areas of public health.

 Criteria for selection: Over 98% of ASHAs live in the area where they work and know every
household. The community and important resource persons were involved in their selection.

 Educational qualifications were taken into account.

 She was able to gain household benefits with her new health care abilities and capacity to
connect homes to health facilities.

 She was a demand-side functionary who brought health services to patients.

ASHA contribution during pandemic:

 Assisting people: Most states used ASHA employees to check persons in containment zones, test
them, and take them to quarantine centers or help with home quarantine.

 Informing authorities: ASHA employees were tasked with informing authorities and assisting
people in reaching quarantine centers.

 Providing medicines: They were required to visit residences where Covid-19 infections had been
confirmed and explain the quarantine procedure. They gave them medicines and pulse oximeters.

 Vaccine awareness: They were also tasked with persuading individuals to get their vaccinations
and collecting data on how many people have yet to get vaccinated.

Challenges:

 Issue in payment: There have been several issues with performance-based remuneration. In many
states, the payoff is small and frequently delayed.

 The original plan was to hold her accountable to the people she served in order to prevent
"governmentisation" and encourage "communitisation."

 Personal benefits of states: Some states incentivize ASHAs to climb up the human resource/skilling
ladder by admitting them to ANM/GNM and Staff Nurse courses.
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Solutions to the problems:

 Collaboration on various fronts: Frontline workers, panchayat functionaries, and community
workers collaborated to seek solutions.

 Enhancing government facilities: strengthening the public health infrastructure with flexible
financing and advances under the Health Mission and Health and Wellness Centres, increased
footfall in government facilities.

 Raising accountability: Accountability grew; if a hospital did not provide quality treatments, there
would be protests.

 Improving mobility of ASHAs: Incentives for institutional deliveries and the establishment of
emergency ambulance services in most states increased public institution pressure and ASHA
mobility.

 Permanent posts: Some of these posts should be permanent, with acceptable pay as motivation.
The gradual growth of a local woman is vital in community-linked sectors.

 This should also apply to other field personnel such as ANMs, GNMs, and Public Health
Nurses.

 Skills and smooth credits: Updating skills and offering simple access to credit and money will
assure a sustainable way to serve the community.

 Cheaper loans: Access to health insurance, affordable loans for consumption and livelihood, and
pro-poor public welfare programs will make ASHAs greater agents of change.

ILO on LGBTQ+

Context: Recently, ILO suggestd to launch social protection programmes to remove barriers that
LGBTIQ+ persons face in the society.

Observation

 Suggestion were part of a document released by the International LabourOrganisation (ILO) on
Inclusion of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex and queer (LGBTIQ+) persons in the
world of work.

 Discrimination has an economic cost not just to LGBTIQ+ persons and their families but also to
enterprises and national economies.

 LGBTIQ+ persons face harassment, violence and discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation,
gender identity, gender expression and sex characteristics.

Way Forward

 National Policy and Labour Law review will allow governments to assess the identification of
concrete steps for improving the legal and policy environment, ending discrimination and
exclusions, and complying with international instruments.

 Consultation with LGBTIQ+ communities and social dialogue with employers' and workers'
organisations.

 It will allow the identification of barriers faced by LGBTIQ+ persons when entering the labour
market and accessing government schemes, including those on social protection.
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 Governments must work with small and medium industry associations, sectoral unions and
informal economy workers' associations to monitor discrimination in the informal economy and
address stigma and discrimination related to gender and sexual identity.

 Business Sense:  Diversity in the workplace, including LGBTIQ+ persons, is better for business. It
signals a creative environment that creates the right conditions for economic growth.

 Undertake Advocacy And Raise Awareness on including LGBTIQ+ persons in workplaces, promote
social dialogue and collective bargaining, and facilitate learning and sharing of good practices
among members.

 Role of Trade Union: To help LGBTIQ+ workers to organise and exercise their right to freedom of
association

 Trade Union to raise issues affecting LGBTIQ+ workers in collective bargaining agreements
with employers and in workplace policies and other tools.

National Achievement Survey (NAS)

Context:Context: Recently, National Achievement Survey (NAS)-2021 was released by Ministry of
Education.

Key Highlights of the report:

Head Details

Overall  Pandemic effect: During the pandemic, at least 78 percent of school student
found learning at home difficult due to a large number of assignments.

 Digital gadget: Only 24% of them had access to a digital gadget at home.

 The report also revealed that in India, 48% of students walk to school.

Learning at home

and school.

 Difference in learning at home and school: Fifty percent of student stated
there was no difference between learning at home and at school, while
eighty percent indicated they study better in school with peer assistance.

 During the epidemic, 70% of kids reported they had a lot of time at home
to learn new things.
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Learning levels  Decline in learning ability: According to the poll, students' learning levels
(achievements) (achievements) decline as they go to higher classes.
of students  Average performance: According to the survey, students' average

performance on a scaled score of 500 starts to decline in higher classes at
the national level.

 For example, a class 3 student's national average performance in
language is 323 out of 500, but this drops to 260 in Class 10.

 National average score: Similarly, the national average score in mathematics
is 306 at the third grade level, 284 at the fifth grade level, 255 at the eighth
grade level, and 220 at the tenth grade level.

Subject-wise  Effect on certain subjects: It was discovered that students in certain courses
performance fared well in languages but lacked in areas such as mathematics and science.

 For example, in Class 3, students scored the highest in languages (323),
followed by EVS (307), and mathematics (306).

 Students in Classes 5, 8, and 10 follow the same pattern.

State-wise  States and union territories: The majority of states and union territories
performance scored much worse than the national average.

 States such as Punjab, Kerala, Rajasthan, Maharashtra and union
territories such as Chandigarh showed better results than the national
average.

Rural-Urban  Average achievement of schools: The average achievement of schools in
divide rural areas remained lower than schools in urban areas in the same states/

UTs, according to the report.

 Schools in rural areas: The average achievement of schools in rural areas
remained lower than their urban counterparts in Language in class 8 across
all states and UTs, excluding Manipur and Daman and Diu.

Social-group-wise  Classes throughout the states: In practically all classes throughout the
performance states, the average performance of SC, ST, and OBC students remained

below that of general category pupils.

 In class 10 English, for example, the national average score for general
category students was 308, compared to 283 for SC students, 280 for
ST students, and 289 for OBC students.

 National Achievement Survey (NAS):

 It is conducted by Ministry of Education every three years. Last took place in 2017.

 Objectives: To assess children's progress and learning abilities as a measure of the educational
system's efficiency.

 Identifying learning gaps to allow the government to take necessary remedial measures at various
levels.
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 Methodology:

 The NAS covered government, government-aided and private schools.

 The subjects covered were:

 Language, Mathematics and Environmental Studies (EVS) for classes 3 and 5;

 Language, Mathematics, Science and Social Science for class 8

 Language, Mathematics, Science, Social Science and English for class 10.

 An OMR-based achievement test with multiple-choice questions and surveys in 22 languages
was used to conduct the survey.

 It was designed by NCERT.

Public Health and Management Centre (PHMC)

Context: Recently, Union government released a guidance document on the setting up of a 'public
health and management cadre' (PHMC) as well as revised editions of the Indian Public Health Standards
(IPHS) for ensuring quality health care in government facilities.

Role Of Health Care Sector:

 Holistic Health Care:People receive holistic
health care from a skilled public health
workforce, which includes preventative and
promotive services as well as curative and
diagnostic treatments (as part of medical care).

 Public Health Workforce:A health system with
a dearth of public health workers and
infrastructure is more likely to shift to a
medicalized care system.

o Public Health Workers are the backbone for
delivering competent medical education and
facilities to those who need them.

Loopholes In Health Policy

 MutedVoice: In India, there have always been
few and fragile voices advocating for public
health services and workers.

 AccountabilityOf Health Worker: The duties and functions of public health professionals, as well
as their importance, were poorly understood, particularly at the district and sub-district levels.

 Poor Implementation Of Policy: If there is a policy, there is a lack of understanding of it, or
policy information is not appropriately disseminated among the population.

 Out of Pocket Expenditure: Lack of facilities, lack of competent health counselling, and the
dominance of the commercial health sector have made it difficult for the general public to afford
health care.



98

Way Forward

 Appropriate incentives:States that are likely to be hesitant should be prodded with proper
incentives.

 Overzealous Attempt: It must be ensured that in the passionate pursuit of numbers, the quality of
needed worker training is not jeopardised.

 Health and management:The updated IPHS, as well as public health and management cadres, can
assist India in achieving the NHP goal. State governments must act quickly and decisively to
ensure this.

 Public Health Management Cadre (PHMC)

 National Health Policy 2017 proposes to create Public Health Management Cadre in all States.

 It is expected to improve the overall management of national health programmes and public
healthcare facilities.

 Indian Public Health Standards (Iphs)

 IPHS are a set of uniform standards envisaged to improve the quality of health care delivery
in the country.

 The IPHS documents have been revised keeping in view the changing protocols of the existing
programmes and introduction of new programmes especially for Non-Communicable Diseases.

India Hypertension Control Initiative (IHCI)

Context: India has recently registered success with BP (Blood Pressure) treatmentand control.

Background

 Cardiovascular diseases (CVD) are the
leading cause of death among adults in
India.

 One of the major drivers of heart attack
and stroke is untreated high blood
pressure or hypertension.

 Hypertension is a silent killer as
most patients do not have any
symptoms.

 Hypertension is defined as having
systolic blood pressure level greater
than or equal to 140 mmHg or diastolic
blood pressure level greater than or equal to 90 mmHg or/and taking anti-hypertensive medication
to lower his/her blood pressure.

 India has committed to a 25 by 25 goal, which aims to reduce premature mortality due to non-
communicable diseases (NCDs) by 25% by 2025.

 One of the nine voluntary targets includes reducing the prevalence of high blood pressure by
25% by 2025.
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Prevalence of Hypertension in India

 India has more than 200 million people with hypertension, and only 14.5% of individuals with
hypertension are on treatment. Unlike many other diseases, hypertension is easy to diagnose and
can be treated with low-cost generic drugs.

 According to National Family Health Survey, southern States have a higher prevalence of
hypertension than the national average.

 Kerala ranks highest with 32.8% men and 30.9% women being diagnosed with hypertension.

 About one-fourth of women and men aged 40 to 49 years have hypertension.

 21.3% of women and 24% of men aged above 15 have hypertension in the country,

 The prevalence of hypertension is higher among Sikhs (37% for men and 31% for women),
Jains (30% for men and 25% for women), and Christians (29% for men and 26% for women) than
the rest.

Steps Taken

India Hypertension Control Initiative (IHCI)

 It is a multi-partner initiative involving the Indian Council of Medical Research, WHO-India,
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, and State governments to improve blood pressure control
for people with hypertension.

 The project initiated in 26 districts in 2018 has expanded to more than 100 districts by 2022.



100

Maharashtra Gene Bank Project

Context: Recently, Maharashtra State Cabinet has given approval for Maharashtra Gene Bank Project
first-of-its-kind gene bank project, to be implemented across the State.

 Aim: To conserve native and endangered animals, crops, marine and biological species

 It has the potential to use modern scientific methodology to separate the chaff from the grain from
the massive pool of traditional Indian wisdom.

 It can scout and introduce crop cultivars and livestock breeds for better adaptation to climate
change and variability.

 It could help document vast traditional knowledge resources of local communities.

 'Maharashtra Gene Bank Project' will work on seven themes:

1. Marine biodiversity

2. Local crop/seed varieties

3. Indigenous cattle breeds

4. Freshwater biodiversity

5. Grassland, scrubland, and animal grazing land biodiversity

6. Conservation and management plans for areas under forest right

7. Rejuvenation of forest areas.

Project-75I

Context: Recently, French defense company Naval Group has announced that it would not be
able to join the Project-75 India (P-75I) project.

The status of the project

 Slightly delayed project: In 2019-20, a Navy
spokesperson told Parliament's Standing Committee
on Defence that we are little behind the pace on the
P-75I. The final bids, one each from the SP
and an OEM, have yet to be finalized.

 Even if all goes as planned, the first P-75I
submarine could be commissioned as early as
2032, according to experts.

 Technology yet to be tested: There is a necessity to
present a sea-tested AIP for fuel cells.

 AIP is an abbreviation for Air-Independent
Propulsion, which is a technique for
conventional, non-nuclear submarines.

 The conventional submarines use diesel-
electric engines, which require them to surface
almost daily to get atmospheric oxygen for fuel
combustion.

SCIENCE & TECH
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 If fitted with an Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) system, the submarine will need to take in
oxygen only once a week.

 OEMs reluctant to share technology: The transfer of technology, which is incorporated into the
process under the SP model, is an issue for OEMs.

Navy's need for AIP subs:

 Force multiplier impact: AIP has a force multiplier impact on the lethality of a diesel electric
submarine since it increases the boat's submerged endurance many folds.

 Increases submerging ability: AIP technology enables conventional submarines to stay submerged
for significantly longer than regular diesel-electric submarines.

 Own AIP technology: India has also been working to develop AIP technology on its own. AIP was
included in a tableaux of the Defence Research and Development Organization (DRDO) at this
year's Republic Day parade.

 The Defence Ministry announced in March 2021 that the DRDO has reached a major milestone
in the development of the Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) System by proving the land-
based prototype.

Lapsus$

Context: On March 22, authentication platform Okta confirmed that hackers from the cyber-crime
group Lapsus had tried intruding into its system three months earlier.

About Lapsus

 Lapsus is said to be based in South America
and is led by two teenagers, a 16-year-old and
a 17-year-old.

 The group is relatively new but has successfully
breached major firms like Microsoft. It has also
publicly taunted their victims, leaking their
source code and internal documents.

 Their hacking tactics include phone-based
social engineering, SIM-swapping to facilitate
account takeover, accessing personal email
accounts of employees at target organisations
etc.

 Remote Desktop Protocol (RDP) is a protocol
or technical standard that provides a user
with a graphical interface to connect to a desktop computer remotely.

 Doxxing refers to searching and publishing private information about an individual on the internet,
with malicious intent to reveal the person's actual identity.

Sex Ratio in India

 Context: According to the yearly report on Vital Statistics based on the 2020 Civil
Registration System, the Union Territory of Ladakh had the highest sex ratio at birth in
the country in 2020.
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Highlight of Report

 Sex ratio and significance: The number of females per thousand males at birth is referred
to as the sex ratio. The Sex Ratio (number of girls per thousand males) at birth of recorded events
is an important indication for mapping the population's sex disparity at the start of their lives.

 States with highest sex ratio: Ladakh (1104) has recorded the highest Sex Ratio at Birth (SRB) based
on documented events, followed by Arunachal Pradesh (1011), A&N Islands (984), Tripura (974),
and Kerala (969).

 States with lowest sex ratio: Manipur has the lowest sex ratio at birth (880), followed by Dadra and
Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu (898), Gujarat (909), Haryana (916) and Madhya Pradesh (921).

 States with no data: Maharashtra, Sikkim, Uttar Pradesh, and Delhi.

 Registered Infant deaths: According to the research, 1,43,379 infant fatalities were documented in
2020, with rural areas accounting for only 23.4 percent of overall registered infant deaths, while
metropolitan areas accounted for 76.6 percent.

 Non-registration of infant deaths in rural areas is a sign of worry, which could be attributable to
non-reporting of child deaths to Registrars, particularly in cases of domiciliary events.

 Under the Registration of Births and Deaths Act of 1969, it is mandatory to record births and
deaths to the Registrar of Births and Deaths, and births and deaths are only reported at the site
of occurrence.

Shigella Sonnei Bacteria

Context: Recently, Shigella Sonnei Bacteria has been found to cause food poisoning in people of
in Kasaragod district, Kerala.

About It

 Shigella is a genus of bacteria that causes an infection
called shigellosis. It is the second leading cause of
bacterial diarrhea worldwide and the third leading
cause of death in children less than 5 years old.

 Shigella has been categorized as a priority pathogen
among enteric bacteria by the World Health Organization.

 Reports of shigellosis from various parts of India have
shown an overall isolation rate varying from 3-6% of
all stool samples with diarrhea.

 Mortality: An estimated annual mortality of 35,000-
40,000 is noted globally in both under-five and older-
than-five age groups.

 Transmission: Shigella is generally transmitted through
contaminated food or water, or through person-to-
person contact.

Safeguards

 Currently, there are no vaccines available for shigellosis due to their large dependence on the
prevailing species and serotypes, as only serotype specific immunity has been demonstrated in
humans.



103

 Maintenance of hydration and electrolyte balance.

 Handwashing is said to reduce shigella transmission by 70%.

Black Hole Sagittarius A* (SgrA*)

Context: Recently, scientists from the Event Horizon Telescope(EHT) facility, a collaboration of
over 300 researchers, revealed the first image of the black hole at the centre of the Milky Way

Highlight

 This image of the black hole referred to as
Sagittarius A* (SgrA*).

o Sagittarius A* is 27 million light years from
us.

 The ring-shaped image of SgrA*, which
looked a lot similar to the one of M87*,
occupied 52 micro arcseconds in the field
of view.

 In 2019, the Event Horizon Telescope
made history by releasing the first
ever image of a black hole M87* - the black hole at the centre of a galaxy Messier 87, which is a
supergiant elliptic galaxy.

Implication

 It strengthens Einstein's general theory of relativity.

 It support to the idea that the compact object at the centre of our galaxy is indeed a black hole.

 About Event Horizon

 There is a region of space beyond the black hole called the event horizon.

 This is a point of no return, beyond which it is impossible to escape the gravitational effects
of the black hole.

 Event Horizon Telescope Project

 Event Horizon Telescope is a global network of synchronized radio observatories that work
in unison to observe radio sources associated with black holes with angular resolution
comparable to their event horizons.

 EHT is a group of 8 radio telescopes (used to detect radio waves from space) located in different
parts of the world.

ISRO's Venus Mission

Context: Indian Space and Research Organisation (Isro) is planning a Venus Mission to Earth's
mysterious twin - Venus.

Significance

 Earth's Twin: Venus was once like Earth and is therefore described as it is twin.

 Complex Planet: Venus offers different challenges compared to Mars, given its thick atmosphere
and surface activity.
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 Mission will be aimed at studying the Venusian
atmosphere, which is toxic and corrosive in nature
with clouds of sulfuric acid covering the planet.

 Mission could produce path-breaking scientific
knowledge.

 Other Mission to Venus: DAVINCI+ and VERITAS
spacecraft to study Venus by NASA. They are
expected to launch to Earth's evening star between
2028-2030.

 Europe's EnVision will be the next orbiter to circle
over Venus, providing a holistic view of the planet from its inner core to the upper atmosphere.

HS200 Rocket

Context: Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has successfully carried out the static test of
the HS200 solid rocket booster,

Highlight

 HS200 booster is the 'human-rated' version of
the S200 rocket boosters used on the
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle
Mk-III (GSLV Mk-III), also called the LVM3.

 It is designed and developed by the Vikram

Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) inThiruvananthapuram

 The HS200 is a 20-metre-long booster witha
diameter of 3.2 metres and is the world's second

largest operational booster using solid propellants.

 The GSLV Mk-III rocket which will be used for

the Gaganyaan mission will have two HS200
boosters which will supply the thrust for lift-off.

 Of the three propulsion stages of the GSLV Mk-III, the second stage uses liquid propellant while
the third is a cryogenic stage.

Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO)

 It is the space agency under Dept of Space, Government of India.

 ISRO headquarters are in Bengaluru, Karnataka.

 ISRO's vision is to harness space technology for national development, while pursuing space
science research and planetary exploration.

 Indian space programme had 3 distinct elements such as,

 Satellites for communication and remote sensing,

 The space transportation system and

 Application programmes
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MONKEYPOX

Context: Recently, Health authorities in the United Kingdom have confirmed a case of monkeypox,

About Monkey Pox

 Zoonotic disease: Monkeypox is a zoonosis, that
is, a disease that is transmitted from infected
animals to humans.

 It is an orthopoxvirus, which is a genus of viruses
that also includes the variola virus, which causes
smallpox, and vaccinia virus, which was used in
the smallpox vaccine.

 It has been detected in squirrels, Gambian poached
rats, dormice, and some species of monkeys.

 First discovered in 1958 following two outbreaks
of a pox-like disease in colonies of monkeys kept for research - which led to the name 'monkeypox'.

 First human case was recorded in 1970 in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) during a
period of intensified effort to eliminate smallpox.

 According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), two distinct clade are identified: the West
African clade and the Congo Basin clade, also known as the Central African clade.

 Symptoms: It begins with a fever, headache, muscle aches, back ache, and exhaustion. It also causes
the lymph nodes to swell (lymphadenopathy), which smallpox does not.

 Transmission: Transmission can be through contact with bodily fluids, lesions on the skin or on
internal mucosal surfaces, such as in the mouth or throat, respiratory droplets and contaminated
objects.

 Limited Human-to-human transmission

 Treatment: There is no safe, proven treatment for monkeypox yet.

 While vaccination eradicated smallpox worldwide in 1980, monkeypox continues to occur in
a swathe of countries in Central and West Africa, and has on occasion showed up elsewhere

 Mortality: According to the WHO, the proportion of patients who die has varied between 0 and
11% in documented cases, and has been higher among young children.

W Boson

Context: Researchers from Collider Detector at Fermilab (CDF) Collaboration, in the U.S., recently,
announced that they have made a precise measurement of the mass of the so-called W boson.

 W bosons are quite massive, which results in the force they mediate - the weak force - being very
short ranged.

 Unlike the photon, which is electrically neutral, the W-plus and W-minus are both massive and
charged.

 W boson facilitates the interactions that make the sun burn and produce energy. Ex: in beta decay,
a radioactive interaction that takes place in the sun.
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Finding

 The precisely determined value did not match with what
was expected from estimates using the standard model of
particle physics.

 Mass Discrepancy of W Boson: The recent experiment
which measured the mass of the W boson as 80,433.5 +/-
9.4 Mev/c2 is more than what is expected from the standard
model.

 The expected value using the standard model is 80,357 +/
- 8 MeV/c2.

 This result is highly significant because this implies the
incompleteness of the standard model description.

Standard Model of Elementary Particle Physics

 It is a theoretical construct in physics that describes
particles of matter and their interaction.

 According to this model there are a finite number of
fundamental particles which are represented by the
characteristic eigen states of these groups.

 Incomplete Model: It gives a unified picture of only three of the four fundamental forces of nature
- electromagnetic, weak nuclear, strong nuclear and gravitational interactions - it totally omits
gravity.

 It does not include a description of dark matter particles, detected only through their gravitational
pull on surrounding matter.

Way Forward

 Uncertainities: Large Hadron Collider itself has been revamped for Run3 that will carry out
special experiments to look for physics beyond the standard model.

 Collaborate data with High-precision experiments which are in the pipeline such as the International
Linear Collider in Japan, the Compact Linear Collider and the Future Circular Collider in CERN,
the Circular Electron-Positron Collider in China etc.

INSACOG

Context: Recently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced the expansion of India's genetic
sequencing network (INSACOG), to neighboring countries during second Covid virtual summit.

About INSACOG

 About: Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Partnership (INSACOG), a national multi-agency consortium
of genome sequencing laboratories.

 Purpose:Formed to increase SARS-CoV-2 whole-genome sequencing across India to better
understand virus dissemination and evolution.

 The examination and sequencing of materials done in Insacog laboratories can detect any
alterations in the genetic code or virus mutations.
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 Significance: India has created low-cost testing, treatment, and data management technologies.

India's genomic consortium has made important contributions to the worldwide viral database.

Highlights from PM's speech at 2ndGlobal COVID summit:

 Coordinated response: To combat future health emergencies, a global coordinated response is

essential.

 Strengthening the global supply chain and increasing access to vaccines and medicines is

needed.

 Flexibility in organisations: WTO (World Trade Organization) standards and TRIPS (Trade-Related

Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights), must become more flexible.

 Reforming WHO: WHO must be reformed and reinforced to improve global health security. There

is a need to streamline the WHO's vaccination and treatment approval procedures.

 Traditional medicines: Modi emphasized the country's use of traditional medicine to increase

immunity.

 The WHO center for traditional medicine in India opened last month with the goal of making

this expertise available to the rest of the globe.

mRNA Vaccine

Context: Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB) and the Council Of Scientific And

Industrial Research (CSIR) have developed India's first indigenous messenger RNA vaccine (mRNA)

technology.

Highlight

 Indigenous Development: The team at the
Atal Incubation Centre-CCMB (AIC-
CCMB) led the development of the
vaccine candidate.

 mRNA technique is among the best ones
in the world which can be used to fight
against Covid-19.

 It has been developed by Moderna or
Pfizer/BioNtech to combat COVID in
United States and Europe

 Multi-Dimensional use: The home grown mRNA vaccine platform holds promise to deal with
other infectious diseases like TB, Dengue, Malaria Chickungunya, rare genetic diseases and others

Difference in Working Methodology of Vaccines

 Vaccines work by training our immune system to identify disease-causing microorganisms and
eliminate them quickly when they encounter them subsequently.

 mRNA technology, the host cell's immune system is trained to evade the real infection.

 This is done by introducing mRNA of the micro-organism of concern into the host.
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Algorithm Transparency

Context: Recently, U.K.'s digital watchdog said they will take a closer look at algorithms, seeking
views on the benefits and risks of how sites and apps use algorithms.

Background

 The European Commission has fined Google €2.42
billion for abusing its market dominance as a search
engine by giving an illegal advantage to another Google
product, its comparison-shopping service.

 Commission's proposalon the Digital Services Act:
To improve transparency around algorithms used
for recommending content or products to users.

 U.K.'s Competition and Markets Authority has said
earlier in a statement Majority of algorithms used by
private firms online are currently subject to little or no
regulatory oversight.

 Tracking Searches: According to DuckDuckGo blog,
search giant's trackers have allegedly been found on
majority of the top million websites.

About Algorithm

 An algorithm, essentially, is a series of instructions.

 It can be used to perform a calculation, find answers to
a question or solve a problem.

 Algorithms are often built using historical data and for specific functions.

 Once developed, they go through frequent updates from companies for quality enhancement.

 Tech giant Alphabet Inc's Google, Google search engine, is the dominant player in the search market.

 Over the years, Google has developed search algorithms and updated them constantly, with
some major updates like Panda, Penguin, Hummingbird, RankBrain, Medic, Pigeon, and
Payday, meant to enhance some function or address some issue.

Concern

 Right to Personal Choice: According to a Council of Europe study, data collected by search
algorithms and search engines, directly affects the right to a person's informational self-
determination.

 Impact on Perception: Search algorithms can be used to personalise services in ways that are
difficult to detect, leading to search results that can be manipulated to reduce choice or artificially
change consumers' perceptions.

 Fear of Exploitation: Quantity of information available on the internet growing steadily, which
can be used to change and prioritizing products and excluding competitors.

 Revenue Loss for Companies: Search engines exert huge control over which sites consumers can find.

 Any changes or updates in their algorithms could also mean that traffic is steered away from
certain sites and businesses, which could have a negative effect on their revenue.
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HS 200 Rocket Booster

Context: Recently, Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully tested the HS200 solid
rocket booster.

 HS200 solid rocket booster will be used for the Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle Mk-III
(GSLV Mk-III),a part of the Gaganyaan mission.

About Gaganyaan

 It is scheduled to undertake its unmanned flights in the second half of 2022.

 The project will demonstrate ISRO's capability for human spaceflight to Low Earth Orbit (LEO)
and safe return to the Earth.

 It comprises two unmanned missions and one manned mission, as approved by the Centre.

 India aims to become the fourth nation to send humans to space after US, Russia and China.

 India also aims to set up its own space station for conducting research on fundamental, applied
and engineering sciences after the completion of Gaganyaan.

 ISRO has received inputs for the mission from Glavkosmos, a subsidiary of Russian State Space
Corporation Roscosmos and French government's National Centre for Space Studies (CNES)

Aditya L-1

 India's first mission to study the Sun, Aditya L-1 aims to place a 400kg satellite in the halo orbit
around the Lagrangian point 1 (L1) of the Sun-Earth system to continuously view the sun without
any eclipses.

 Satellite is scheduled to carry six payloads to the halo orbit around L1, located at a distance of 1.5
million km from Earth.

 Payloads of Aditya L-1 comprise:

Payload Function

Visible Emission Line  Developed by the Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA), VELC
Coronagraph (VELC) will engage in imaging and study of the magnetic field and other

parameters of the solar corona- the outer layers of the sun
extending to thousands of kilometres above the disc
(photosphere).

Solar Ultraviolet Imaging  Created by the Inter-University Centre for Astronomy &
Telescope (SUIT) Astrophysics (IUCAA), the SUIT will image the spatially resolved

solar photosphere and chromosphere in the ultraviolet (200-400
nm) band.

 It will also measure solar irradiance and its variations.

Aditya Solar wind Particle  Designed and developed by the Physical Research Laboratory
Experiment (ASPEX) (PRL), the ASPEX will study solar wind properties, its

distribution and its spectral characteristics.

Plasma Analyser Package  Jointly developed by the Space Physics Laboratory (SPL) and
for Aditya (PAPA) VSSC, the PAPA will analyse the composition of solar wind and

its energy distribution.
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Solar Low Energy X-ray  Created by the ISRO Satellite Centre (ISAC), the SoLEXS will
Spectrometer (SoLEXS) monitor X-ray flares in the sun's corona to study its heating

mechanism.

High Energy L1 Orbiting  A joint venture by ISAC, Udaipur Solar Observatory (USO) and
X-ray Spectrometer PRL, the HEL1OS will observe dynamic events in the solar corona
(HEL1OS): and estimate the energy used to accelerate particles during

eruptive events, such as flares and coronal mass ejections.

Magnetometer:  Jointly developed by ISAC and the Laboratory for Electro-optic

Systems (LEOS), the magnetometer will measure the magnitude
and nature of the Interplanetary Magnetic Field - the solar
magnetic field emanating from the solar corona and spanning
the solar system.

Chandrayaan-3

 Chandrayaan-3 in an attempt to 'soft land' on the moon, after Chandrayaan-2 hard-landed on the
lunar surface in 2019.

 Launch of Chandrayaan-3 is scheduled for August 2022.

Fortified Rice

Context: Recently, a civil society report has urged Jharkhand government to stop distributing iron
fortified rice in Jharkhand, say activists

Background

 Jharkhand is an endemic zone of sickle cell disorder and thalassemia, with a prevalence of 8%-
10%, which is twice the national average.

 Jharkhand is an endemic zone for malaria in 2020, the State ranked third in the country in malaria
deaths.

Highlight of the Report

 A report prepared jointly by the Alliance for Sustainable and Holistic Agriculture (ASHA-Kisan
Swaraj) and the Right To Food Campaign, Jharkhand, where fortified rice is being distributed
under:

 Central government-funded schemes such as the public distribution system (PDS).

 PM-Poshan (erstwhile mid-day meal scheme) at schools.

 Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS or anganwadi services).

 Iron fortified rice through government schemes as a silver bullet to curb anaemia must stop in
States like Jharkhand.

 Excess iron can cause health issues in large tribal populations ailing from sickle cell anaemia,
thalassemia and tuberculosis

 Violation of Right to Informed Choices about one's food is a basic right, as consent for fortified rice
is not being obtained from beneficiaries.

 The right to know what one is consuming is also a basic right.
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 Beneficiaries who received fortified rice in the State were also patients diagnosed with thalassemia,
sickle cell disease, and tuberculosis.

 Weakening Immunity: Consumption of iron-fortified foods among patients of these diseases can
reduce immunity and the reduce functionality of organs.

 Suggestion: State government must reject rice fortification in government food schemes as an
approach to tackling malnutrition.

 Report recommends instead promoting diet diversity by adding millets, pulses and eggs to
the PDS.

5G TestBed

Context: Recently, Prime Minister inaugurated the country's first 5G testbed

Highlight

 Objective: to enable startups and industry players to
test and validate their products locally and reduce
dependence on foreign facilities.

 Significance: 5G testbed is an important step for self-
reliance in the direction of critical and modern
technologies.

 The 5G testbed has been developed as a multi-
institute collaborative project by eight institutes
led by IIT Madras.

 Other institutes that participated in the project are
IIT Delhi, IIT Hyderabad, IIT Bombay, IIT Kanpur,
IISc Bangalore, Society for Applied Microwave
Electronics Engineering & Research (SAMEER) and
Centre of Excellence in Wireless Technology (CEWiT).

 5G technology will bring positive change in the
governance of the country, ease of living, and ease of
doing business.

 It will boost growth in agriculture, health, education,
infrastructure, and logistics,

 India currently has 3G and 4G telecom networks and
companies are gearing up to launch 5G.

 India is also targeting the rollout of a 6G telecom
network, which will provide ultra-high-speed internet
connectivity, by the end of the decade.

Virtual Private Network (VPN)

Context: Recently, Indian government has asked virtual private network (VPN) service providers
to adhere to the cybersecurity rules released by the Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-
In) or wrap up operations in the country.
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About VPN

 It is a private network that is virtually created when you surf the Web.

 Every time you switch on your VPN connection, a secure channel is created, which acts as an

intermediary between your device and the destination webpage.

 Your data is then sent to an external VPN server, which then connects you to your destination.

Advantage of VPN:

 Privacy: Without a VPN connection, websites can see your IP address, and use it to accurately
identify your identity and location.

 Private network promotes online safety and enhances your overall privacy on the Web.

 Safety: A VPN would prevent everyone from the government to cyber criminals to track you

easily. Using a VPN can delink your online activity from your IP address.

 A VPN will also protect your Internet traffic, keeping it encrypted the whole time.

 Location spoofing: To get around georestrictions. VPN change your IP address, which is the online
equivalent of a user-specific postal code, and thus websites are unable to accurately track your
location.

 Getting around online censorship: Free access to the Web is an important element of the freedom

of speech and expression.

 Journalists and activists often use VPNs to access platforms that would otherwise be

inaccessible, and communicate without government restrictions.

Government Argument

 Reduce Vulnerability to CyberCrime: Restrictions of the kind imposed by India can deter

cybercriminals and prevent a range of crimes such as identity theft, online fraud, cyberbullying,

stalking, etc.

 Data Misuse: Free VPN apps and services will often restrict you to lower speeds and may misuse

or sell your data.

Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) tags

Context: Recently, government had decided to track all Amarnath Yatris using RFID tags.

About RFID

 It's a wireless tracking system that consists of

tags and readers.

 Radio waves are used to communicate

information/identity of objects or people to

nearby readers - devices that can be hand-held

or built into fixed positions like poles or

buildings.

 The tags can carry encrypted information, serial

numbers and short descriptions.
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 Active RFIDs use their own power source,
mostly batteries.

 Active tags can ping information every few
seconds like beacons, or they can get
activated when a reader is in the proximity.

 Active tags have a longer read range,
around 300 ft, compared to passive tags.

 Passive RFIDs, are activated through the
reader using the electromagnetic energy it
transmits.

 This is enough power for the tag to
transmit information back to the reader.

Active RFIDs Passive RFIDs

Working of RFID

 RFID tags use an integrated circuit and an antenna to communicate with a reader using radio
waves at several different frequencies - low frequency (LF), high frequency (HF), and ultra-high
frequency (UHF).

 Unlike Barcodes, RFIDs do not require direct line of sight to identify objects. They also have a
bigger range.

 Usage: FastTags being used for toll payments across the country are also RFID tags.

 Hacking Possibility:  While a casual data theft is not possible, hackers can use 'side-channel attacks'
to extract the cryptographic information.

Types of RFID

Antimicrobial Resistance

Context:According to The Lancet, antimicrobial resistance was directly responsible for as many as
1.27 million deaths globally in 2019,

Background

 The World Health Organisation
(WHO) defines antimicrobial
resistance as when bacteria, viruses,
fungi and parasites change over time
and no longer respond to medicines
making infections harder to treat and
increasing the risk of disease spread,
severe illness and death.

 The WHO even declared
antimicrobial resistance to be one
among the top 10 global public
health threats facing humanity.

 Mortality:4.95 million deaths
were associated with bacterial anti-microbial resistance in 2019.

 Primary Pathogen: E. coli, S. aureus, K. pneumoniae, S. pneumoniae, A. baumannii and
Pseudomonas aeruginosa.

 They accounted for 73.4% of the deaths due to antimicrobial resistance.
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 Pneumonia was the number one disease causing mortality due to antibiotic resistance,

 Caused by bacteria called pneumococcus causing pneumo- coccal pneumonia.

 Colistin is the most sought-after antibiotic in hospitals. It is the last resort antibiotic in hospitals.

 Colistin is also mixed in the poultry feed to make chickens grow fast and fast, it is a global
phenomenon, and is rampant in the poultry farming in India.

Causes Antimicrobial Resistance

 Overuse and misuse of antibiotics, buying them over the counter are largely considered key factors
of irrational usage of antibiotics.

 Antibiotic In Poultry Farming: 70% of the antibiotics manufactured by pharmaceutical industries
is utilised in animal farming -- growth promotional usage.

Way Forward

 Implementing Chennai declaration initiative (2012) on antimicrobial resistance to tackle the
challenge of AMR in the country.

 In 2015 the WHO released the global action plan and India released the National Action Plan in
2017.

 Role of State Government: Most of the states haven't even prepared a state action plan on paper on
how to control the challenge of antimicrobial resistance in India.

 All states should formulate a state action plan and when we implement an action plan.

 Collaborative Approach: We need the public, policymakers and politicians coming together to
tackle the challenge.
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Martand Sun Temple

Context: The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has conveyed concern to the district government
in Anantnag, Jammu & Kashmir, after prayers were offered at the ruins of the eighth-century Martand
Sun Temple last week.

ASI Rules:

 Working places of worship: Prayers are only
permitted at ASI protected sites if they were
"working places of worship" when it took
them.

 No religious rites can be performed at non-
living monuments.

 Martand Sun Temple,  when the ASI took
over the temple ruins for restoration in the
twentieth century, no puja was taking
place.

 Living ASI monuments: The Taj Mahal in
Agra, where namaz is held every Friday,
is the most well-known example of a living
ASI monument.

Religious activities on protected monuments:

 Protected Sites: The ASI maintains 3,691 centrally protected monuments and archaeological sites,
with just around a fourth (820) having places of worship, while the rest are designated non-living
monuments.

 Temples, mosques, dargahs, and churches are among the places of worship; Vadodara has the
most (77), followed by Chennai (75), Dharwad (73) and Bengaluru (72).

 Other prominent living monuments include the ruins of an old Hindu temple inside Hathras'
Dayaram Fort, three mosques in Kannauj, a Roman Catholic church in Meerut, the Nila Mosque in
Delhi's Hauz Khas Village etc.

 Rules on Ancient Monuments: Meetings, receptions, parties, entertainment, or conferences are
not permitted at protected monuments without written authorization from the central government,
according to Rule 7(1) of the 1959 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains
Rules.

 Rule 7(2) states that this does not apply to any event performed "in accordance with a recognized
religious usage or tradition."

 Prohibition and permission at specific sites: Every administration has maintained the practice
of prohibiting religious activities or events at sites that were not living places of worship at the
time the ASI declared them as protected monuments.

 Despite the demands of local Muslims, prayers are not permitted at the mosque in the Qutub
 Minar premises.

 Religious worship and rites are also prohibited at the 12th century SidhpurMahalaya temple
in Gujarat's Pattan region and at the Shore temple at Mahabalipuram, Tamil Nadu.

ART & CULTURE
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 However, they are permitted at the Shri Jagannath Temple in Puri and the Jama Masjid in
Delhi because these were living monuments, functioning temples when the ASI took charge.

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)

 It is part of the Ministry of Culture, is in charge of the protected monument.

Iron in Tamil Nadu

Context: According to an archaeological assessment, artefacts discovered in Tamil Nadu indicate
iron use in India back 4,200 years

About the findings:

 Important Site:The excavations are in
Mayiladumparai, which is a significant site
containing cultural material dating from the
Microlithic (30,000 BCE) to the Early Historic
(600 BCE) periods.

 Iron discovery: Following discoveries are:

 Iron use was traced back to 1300 BCE in
Ahar in Rajasthan in 1979.

 Later, samples from Bukkasagara in
Karnataka were dated back to 1530 BCE,
confirming iron manufacturing.

 Excavations found proof of iron smelting
at Raipura in the Mid-Ganga valley
pushed the dating back to 1700-1800 BCE.

 Iron-ore technology was discovered in
India before 1800 BCE, according to a series of dated studies.

Significance

 Historical: Iron technology resulted in the production of agricultural equipment and weapons,
which resulted in the output needed for a civilisation that was ahead of economic and cultural
growth.

 Cultural: After a major discovery in 2019, the Tamil Brahmi letters were dated back to 600 BCE,
rather than 300 BCE.

 This reduced the time between the Indus Valley civilisation and the Tamilagam/Sangam Age.

 Tamil Nadu: Late Neolithic phase in Tamil Nadu has been identified to have begun before 2200
BCE, based on a cultural deposit of 25 cm below the dated level.

Places of Worship Act

Context: Recently, an appeal has been filed against the video survey of Varanasi's Gyanvapi mosque,
which will be heard by the Supreme Court.

Background

 Sealing the site: A Varanasi court ordered the district administration to seal the site where a
"shivling" was reportedly uncovered during a court-mandated videography survey.
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 Court's decision: The Supreme Court refused on May 13 to halt a videography study of the Gyanvapi
mosque-Kashi Vishwanath temple complex in Varanasi.

 Historians' view: Some historians suggest that in the 17th century, Mughal king Aurangzeb
demolished the temple to build the Gyanvapi mosque.

 Initial petition: The Gyanvapi Mosque-Kashi Vishwanath issue initially entered the courts in 1991,
when a petition demanded the mosque's eviction and handover of land to the Hindu community.

 Response of mosque: The mosque appealed the court in 1998, requesting that the Trust's petition
be dismissed.

 It argued, citing provisions of the Places of Worship Act, 1991, that a dispute involving religious
sites could not be judged because it was prohibited by law.

About the law:

 Places of worship act: Act to ban the conversion of places of worship and to maintain their religious
identity as of August15,1947, and for other purposes.

 Section 3: Section 3 of the Act prohibits the conversion, in whole or in part, of any religious
denomination's house of worship into a place of worship of a different religion.

 Section 4:Section 4(1) states that a place of worship's religious nature "must remain to be the same
as it existe"d on August 15, 1947.

 Section 4(2) states that any legal process before any court regarding the conversion of the
religious nature of any place of worship existing on August 15, 1947 shall be dismissed.

 Section 5: Section 5 states that the Act does not apply to the Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri Masjid case
or any related action, appeal, or procedure.

 Exceptions to the law: Ancient and historical monuments and archaeological sites and remnants
covered by the 1958 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act were exempt
from this section.

 Exemption: The Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri Masjid case was exempted from the Act's purview.

 Applicability: Significantly, the Act applied to all other sites where Hindu groups had filed claims,
including those in Mathura and Varanasi.

Jagannath temple Heritage Corridor Project

Context: Recently, Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) said that a sculpture of a lion, which
possibly dates back to the Ganga dynasty, was found during excavation for the controversial heritage
corridor project around the 12th century Jagannath Temple in Puri, Odisha.

Background

 Puri Heritage Corridor Project is a redevelopment project of the Odisha government in Puri to
create an international heritage site, including the 800-year-old Jagannath temple.

 Under the umbrella project falls the Shree Jagannatha Heritage Corridor (SJHC) or the Shree Mandira
Parikrama Project, for the revamp of the area around the temple.

 Heritage Streetscape Project, a plan to improve temple amenities such as building cloakrooms
and toilets, a control and command centre, multilevel parking, the revival of the Musa River, and
the Puri Lake Project.
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Highlight

 The Archaeological Survey of India told the Orissa High Court this month that no permission was
granted to the State government for construction around temple

 No heritage impact assessment studies have been conducted before commencement of the project.

 No Ground Penetrating Radar Survey (GPRS) has been conducted to ascertain the archaeological
and historical importance lying buried in the subsoil of 75m radius (Construction Zone) of Centrally
Protected Monuments.

 Harm to Heritage: Every possibility of archaeological remains at the heritage site being destroyed
due to the excavation work for the corridor.

 This is the third such lion sculpture found during the excavation work.

Legislation Regarding Construction

 Jagannath temple has been designated a monument of national importance by the Archaeological
Survey and is a centrally protected monument.

 As per the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Amendment and Validation)
Act (AMSAR), construction is prohibited within a 100-metre periphery of a protected area.

 The area extending to 200 metres around the monument in all directions is called a regulated
area.

 As per the provisions of the AMSAR Act, the National Monuments Authority (NMA), set up in
2011 under the Ministry of Culture, is charged with protecting and preserving ASI-protected
sites by managing the prohibited and regulated area in the periphery of such a site.

 An impact assessment is also required to be done by the NMA before development around a
monument if the built-up area of the monument is beyond 5,000 square metres.

 The built-up area of the Jagannath temple stands at 43,301.36 sqmetres.

Cultural Spread

Context:  Prime Minister while attending Quad Summit, carried with him gifts for leaders for
QUAD members, showcasing India's rich cultural heritage and art forms.

Art Feature

Sanjhi Art Panel for  The intricate sanjhi panel is based on the theme of ThakuraniGhat,
US President Joe Biden which is one of the most famous ghats on the banks of the holy river

of Yamuna in Gokul.

 It originated out of the cult of Krishna, involves creating stencils based
on incidents from the life of the deity and then hand-cutting these on
thin sheets of paper using scissors.

 Radha, according to Hindu mythology, used to paint sanjhi patterns
on the walls for her beloved Krishna and later the gopis of Vrindavan
followed suit.

 Term 'sanjhi' is derived from 'sanjh' or dusk and is related to the
practice of making rangolis in temples at dusk.
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 Sanjhi was popularised in the 15th and 16th centuries by the
Vaishnava temples and was practiced by Brahmin priests.

Gond art painting for  A form of painting practised by one of the largest tribal groups in
Australian PM Anthony India, the Gond community in Madhya Pradesh.
Albanese  Art in its visual form is often traced to JangarhShyam, who in the

1970s and '80s began drawing the largely oral myths and legends of
the tribe onto the walls of homes in the village of Patangarh.

Rogan Painting  PM Modi gifted PM Kishida a hand-carved deep brown wooden box
with a gold and white Rogan painting on a green cloth as its central
motif.

 Rogan is a form of cloth painting that is considered to be more than
four centuries old and is primarily practisedin Kutch district of
Gujarat.

 The word 'rogan' comes from Persian, meaning varnish or oil.

 PM Modi had also gifted a Rogan painting to the Queen of Denmark,
Margrethe II, during his three-day visit to Europe earlier this month.

Raja Ram Mohan Roy

Context:  Ram Mohan Roy, 250th birth anniversary was celebrated on May 22, 1772

Early Life of Raja Ram Mohan Roy

 Orthodox Background: Born into a prosperous
upper-caste Brahmin family, Roy grew up within
the framework of orthodox caste practices of his
time: child-marriage, polygamy and dowry were
prevalent among the higher castes and he had
himself been married more than once in his
childhood.

 Polyglot: Roy knew Bengali and Persian, but also
Arabic, Sanskrit, and later, English.

Contribution to Modern India

 In 1814, he started the Atmiya Sabha (Society of
Friends), to nurture philosophical discussions on
the idea of monotheism in Vedanta and to
campaign against idolatry, casteism, child
marriage and other social ills.

 It make way for the Brahmo Sabha in 1828, set
up with Debendranath Tagore, Rabindranath Tagore's father.

 In 1817, he collaborated with Scottish philanthropist David Hare to set up the Hindu College (now,
Presidency University).



120

 He setup Anglo-Hindu School in 1822 and, in 1830, assisted Alexander Duff to set up the
General Assembly's Institution, which later became the Scottish Church College.

 Women Empowerment: His Efforts led to the abolition of Sati under the governor generalship of
William Bentinck in 1829.

 Roy argued for the property rights of women, and petitioned the British for freedom of the
press (in 1829 and 1830).

 Roy, who was given the title of Raja by the Mughal emperor Akbar II.

 Challenges: Roy was also often attacked by his own countrymen who felt threatened by his reformist
agenda, and by British reformers and functionaries.

 Rabindranath Tagore called him a 'Bharatpathik' by which he meant to say that Rammohun
combined in his person the underlying spirit of Indic civilisation, its spirit of pluralism, tolerance
and a cosmic respect for all forms of life

 Roy was unquestionably the first person on the subcontinent to seriously engage with the
challenges posed by modernity to traditional social structures and ways of being.

 He was one of the first Indians whose thought and practice were not circumscribed by the
constraints of kin, caste and religion.



121

News Description

Millennium Challenge  It is an independent U.S. foreign aid agency, which was
Corporation (MCC) established in 2004 by the country's Congress to offer "time-

limited grants promoting economic growth, reducing poverty,
and strengthening institutions," to low and lower-middle
income countries through a selection process.

 On February 27, the Nepal parliament approved the MCC
Nepal Compact - a $500-million grant from the U.S. for electricity
transmission and road development projects.

LeadIT  India-Sweden joint global initiative to set up a Leadership
Group on Industry Transition (LeadIT)

 LeadIT is a voluntary initiative for promoting low-carbon
transition especially in the hard-to-abate sectors like Iron &
Steel, Aluminium, Cement and Concrete, petrochemicals,
fertilisers, bricks, heavy-duty transport, etc. through active
participation of private sector companies.

India's Service Export  India's services exports set a new record of $254.4 billion (about
`19 lakh crore) in 2021-2022, the Commerce Ministry said on
Wednesday.

 The new record achieved in 2021-22 beats the previous high of
$213.2 billion in 2019-20.

European Health Data Space  It is a proposal by European Commission.
 It would let patients access their medical data anywhere in the

bloc, creating an EU-wide platform that could also be used for
research.

 The European Parliament and the EU's 27 member states would
have to approve the proposal before it could come into force.

ATAGS  Recently, indigenous Advanced Towed Artillery Gun System
(ATAGS) has successfully completed the validation trials.

 ATAGS is a 155mm, 52-calibre heavy artillery gun jointly
developed by Armament Research and Development
Establishment (ARDE), the Pune-based laboratory of DRDO,
in partnership with Bharat Forge and Tata Group

Registered Birth and Death  The number of registered deaths increased from 76.4 lakhs in
in 2020 2019 to 81.2 lakhs in 2020 and out of the total registered deaths

the share of male and female are 60.2% and 39.8% respectively
 Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 (Act No. 18 of 1969)

provides for the compulsory registration of births and deaths.

SRESTHA  Indian Railways has announced the closure of the Special
Railway Establishment for Strategic Technology and Holistic
Advancement (SRESTHA), Lucknow.

PRELIMS INTENT
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 Established in March 2016, the SRESTHA directorate, part of
the Research Designs and Standards Organisation (RDSO), was
tasked with the role of taking up long-term railway research
projects requiring technological advancement.

e-Shram portal  Aim: Creating a national database of unorganised workers and
to facilitate social security schemes for them. Among the
promises made at the time was that the workers would be
eligible for ?2 lakh as accident insurance.

 In her Budget Speech 2022-2023, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had announced the linking of four portals: National
Career Service, e-Shram, UDYAM (for those interested in
starting MSMEs) and ASEEM (Atmanirbhar Skilled Employee
Employer Mapping).

Anabolic steroids  Two Indian track and field Olympians, a man and a female,
failed dope tests by using banned anabolic steroids and face
four-year bans.

 Anabolic steroids are basically lab-created analogues of the male
hormone testosterone that have the same effect on muscle mass
that the natural hormone does for men. It also improves male
traits such as facial hair and voice depth.

'Res Judicata'  Recently, Gauhati High Court has ruled that the principle of
'res judicata' was applicable to Assam's Foreigners Tribunals.

 'Res Judicata', bars reopening of the same issue by the same
parties once a ruling has been made.

Local Body Polls  Supreme Court directed the Madhya Pradesh State Election
Commission to notify elections for local bodies within two
weeks, without the other backward classes (OBC) quota while
mandating all states to follow the triple test laid down for such
reservation.

 Court was hearing petitions challenging the constitutional
validity of the amendments made to the Madhya Pradesh
Municipal Act, 1956, Madhya Pradesh Panchayat Raj Avam
Gram Swaraj Adhiniyam, 1993 and Madhya Pradesh
Municipalities Act, 1961.

 More than 23,263 local bodies are functioning without elected
representatives for last over two years.

Loudspeaker  The use of a loudspeaker from a mosque is not a fundamental
right, the Allahabad High Court has said.

 In May 2020, the high court held that though azaan might be an
essential and integral part of Islam.

Divyangjan  Ministry of Railways will confine the usage of Divyangjan to
Hindi and replace the term with 'Persons with disabilities' in
English communications.
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 On the suggestion of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the word
Viklang was replaced with Divyaang (divine body) to refer to
persons with disabilities in 2016.

Unified Citizen Data Hub  Maharashtra government is planning to prepare a Unified
(UCDH) Citizen Data Hub (UCDH) that will contain a wide range of

information about an individual in order to help streamline
the transfer of welfare benefits and plan more schemes.

 Citizens will get a unique ID - 'a golden record' - within the
MH-UCDH portal that will help the government take data-
driven decisions on targeting people through schemes and
monitoring the existing ones.

 Currently, the state uses the Maharashtra Direct Benefit Transfer
(MahaDBT) Portal to transfer benefits and subsidies -
scholarships, loan waivers, agricultural support, etc.

Network Operation And  Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has abolished the
Control Centre (NOCC) NOCC charges.
Charges  They are levied on use of space segments by telecom service

providers for satellite telephony, broadband, etc.
 NOCC Centre was created under the DoT to control the

transmissions from ground segment, or satellite earth stations,
along with the master control facility under Department of Space
to manage the operation of satellites in orbit.

 It was introduced in 2003, and the DoT levied Rs 21 lakh per
transponder every year for 36 MHz of spectrum on a pro-rata
basis.

 With the removal of the NOCC charges for telecom service
providers, the Indian satellite broadband space - which is
attracting foreign entrants as well as established domestic
players - could increase in viability.

Rakhigarhi Burial  DNA samples from two human skeletons discovered at a
necropolis of a Harappan-era city site in Haryana have been
sent for scientific analysis.

 The results of which may reveal information about the origin
and food habits of people who lived in the Rakhigarhi region
thousands of years ago.

 Two women's remains were discovered a few months ago at
mound number 7 (dubbed RGR 7 by the Archaeological Survey
of India or (ASI), which is thought to be nearly 5,000 years old.

  Pots and other artifacts were discovered buried alongside them
in a pit as part of Harappan Civilisation burial customs.

Thrissur Pooram 2022  Kerala's biggest temple festival Thrissur Pooram is celebrated
every year Vadakkunnathan Temple in the city of Thrissur.

 It is observed in the month of Medam on Pooram day when the
moon rises with the Pooram star. Thrissur Pooram is being
celebrated on May 10 this year.
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 On this day, various temples are invited to the city of Thrissur
to pay homage to Lord Vadakkunnathan at the Vadakkunnathan
temple.

 Festival is more than 200 years old and was started by
SakthanThampuran, the Maharaja of Kochi, who first organized
this festival and invited 10 temples - Paramekkavu, Thiruvambadi
Kanimangalam, Karamucku, Laloor, Choorakottukara,
Panamukkampally, Ayyanthole, Chembukkavu and Neythilakavu.

Ayushman Bharat Digital  The National Health Authority has announced the successful
Mission integration of additional 13 digital health solutions in the

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission.
 It will aid in bridging the gap between various digital

platforms, user apps, and stakeholders in the digital health
sector.

About Ayushman Bharat  It has been established to develop the backbone necessary to
Digital Mission (ABDM) support the integrated digital health infrastructure of the country.

 With this, the Ministry of Health in collaboration with NHA
aims to bridge the existing gap amongst different stakeholders
of the Healthcare ecosystem through digital highways.

Brahmos Missile  Recently, BrahMos missile was air-launched from a Su-30 MKI
aircraft

 BrahMos is an indigenously manufactured supersonic cruise
missile, jointly developed with Russia.

 The range of BrahMos was earlier around 290 km, which, with
the new version, has reached around 350 km.

 With this, IAF has achieved the capability to carry out precision
strikes from Su-30MKI aircraft against a land/ sea target over
very long ranges.

IFPRI Report  India's food production could drop 16% and the number of
those at risk for hunger could rise 23% by 2030 due to climate
change, says a report by the International Food Policy Research
Institute (IFPRI) on climate change and food systems.

About IFPRI  It is a non-profit international research center founded in 1976.
 Mandate: To provide research-based policy solutions that

sustainably reduce poverty and end hunger and malnutrition.
 It releases the Global Food Policy report.
 Headquarters: Washington, USA.

Bharat Tap Initiative &  By IPA, which aims to reduce water consumption, and said his
Nirmal Jal Prayaas Initiative ministry will join this campaign to save water.

 It is a program to develop low-flow fixtures and sanitaryware
to lead India into a new era of water preservation and
sustainable growth.
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 Launched by NAREDCO MAHI, Nirmal Jal Prayaas looks into
mapping ground water since it is very important to save fossil
water/underground water.
 It is an initiative through which advocacy, awareness and

amplification towards saving water will be disseminated
and highlighted.

Param VishishtSeva Medal  Army Chief Gen. Manoj Pande receives Param VishishtSeva
Medal.

 President Ram Nath Kovind, who is the supreme commander
of the armed forces, conferred 13 Shaurya Chakras, including
six posthumously, to Service personnel.

 The awards of Gallantry and other defence decorations were
approved by the President in January on the eve of 73rd
Republic Day celebrations this January.

Pt Shiv Kumar Sharma  Pt Shiv Kumar Sharma passed away in Mumbai.
 He was a symbol of the Shaivite and Sufi tradition of Jammu &

Kashmir, the Padma Vibhushan
 He was a master of both ragdaari and riyaz.
 Profession: Santoor Player, Music Composer
 Instruments: Santoor, Tabla

Ethanol Blending  Ethanol blending in petrol in India has reached 9.99 per cent,
 India had targetted 10 per cent ethanol blending in petrol by

the end of 2022 and 20 per cent blending by 2030.
 The Centre has also targetted5 per cent blending of biodiesel

with diesel by 2030.
 Ethanol blending programme is aimed at reducing the country's

dependence on crude oil imports, cutting carbon emissions and
boosting farmers' incomes.

 The Centre has also announced an additional duty of Rs 2 per
litre on unblended fuels starting October to incentivise blending.

Gas-Powered Plants  Environment Ministry has approved an exemption to the laws
governing the regulation of coastal zones and has paved the
way for gas-powered plants to be set up at Andaman and
Nicobar islands.

 Island Coastal ZoneRegulation (ICRZ), 2019, limits
infrastructure development on vulnerable coastal stretches.

 The National Coastal Zone Management Authority (NCZMA)
has recommended that gas-based power plants be permitted
within the Island Coastal Regulation Zone area only in islands
with geographical areas greater than 100 sq. km.

 Andamans administration is expected to commission a 50 MW
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)-based power project at Hope
Town, Port Blair, to be developed by the National Thermal
Power Corporation (NTPC).
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MGNREGA  Rajasthan has been rated as the leading State on various
parameters of MGNREGA

 State government's give employment for an additional 25 days
to the eligible rural families completing the stipulated 100 days
in a year.

 The State has also led in the creation of mandays and effectively
implemented the mobile monitoring system for the flagship
employment scheme.

Shanghai Cooperation  Commonly referred to as the Shanghai Pact, is a multinational
Organization (SCO) political, economic, security, and military alliance.

 The SCO is managed by its top decision-making body, the
Heads of State Council (HSC), which meets once a year.

 Member states: India, china, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan

European Political  It would be open to countries that haven't joined the EU, or,
Community like the United Kingdom, have left it.

 Aim: To bring together countries on the continent that share
EU values but are not part of the bloc.

 The new European organisation would allow democratic
European nations that adhere to our core values to find a new
space for political cooperation, security, energy cooperation,
transport, investment, infrastructure, movement of people

 For now, Ukraine only has an "Association Agreement" with
the EU, which is aimed at opening the country's markets and
bringing it closer to Europe.

Good Friday Agreement  Opinion polls ahead of the elections predicted that Sinn Féin
would win the majority of seats in the 90-member Northern
Ireland Assembly.

 Sinn Féin (Gaelic for 'Ourselves Alone') is an Irish nationalist
and democratic socialist party that was founded in 1905.

 In July 1997, Sinn Féin was included in the multi-party peace
talks that resulted in the Good Friday Agreement.

 Good Friday Agreement, the positions of first minister and
deputy first minister are split between the largest Unionist and
nationalist parties - which means that the post of deputy first
minister will go to the biggest party from the second biggest of
the Unionist and nationalist blocs.

Johnson & Johnson's (JNJ.N)  U.S. health regulator said that it was limiting the use of COVID-
19 vaccine Johnson & Johnson's (JNJ.N) COVID-19 vaccine for adults due

to the risk of thrombosis with thrombocytopenia syndrome
(TTS), a rare blood clotting syndrome,

 J&J is one of the three vaccines in use in the United States. The
other two are from Moderna (MRNA.O) and Pfizer (PFE.N).
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Aid for Oil Spill  U.N. is seeking $144 million needed to fund the salvage
operation of the FSO Safer, a decaying tanker full of oil moored
off the coast of Yemen. The ship's demise could cause an
environmental disaster.

 The U.N. has warned that the tanker could release four times
more oil than the notorious Exxon Valdez disaster off Alaska
in 1989.

Minority Certificates  The Assam Cabinet decided to issue "minority certificates" to
six religious communities - Muslims, Christians, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Jains and Parsis.

 To identify minorities in availing government schemes.
 As per the 2011 Census, Hindus comprise 61.47 per cent of

Assam's total population, while Muslims constitute 34.22
per cent.

 Christians account for 3.74 per cent, while the percentage of
Buddhists, Sikhs and Jain is less than one per cent.

Uniform Civil Code (UCC)  Uttarakhand government announced an expert committee to
examine ways for the implementation of a uniform civil code,
including a review of laws governing marriage, divorce,
maintenance, inheritance, adoption and other personal laws.

 Chairmen:  Justice Ranjana Prakash Desai,
 Members: It comprises retired judge Justice Pramod Kohli,

social worker Manu Gaur (heading Taxpayers Association of
Bharat), retired IAS officer Shatrughan Singh and Vice
Chancellor of Doon University Surekha Dangwal.

 Goa already has a uniform civil code but it dates back to the
1870s when the State was under Portuguese rule and not a part
of the Indian Union.

BRICS +  Argentina, Indonesia and Egypt are among countries that have
previously indicated their interest in joining the grouping.

 The "BRICS Plus" format was launched as a way for the five
countries to broaden their outreach with other developing
countries.

 The BRICS-backed New Development Bank (NDB), based in
Shanghai, has already inducted new members, with Bangladesh
and the UAE joining last year, and Egypt and Uruguay
approved to join the financial institution.

Wagner Group  Ukraine accuses two Belarusian soldiers of torturing and killing
residents near Kyiv. These 'Wagner Group' mercenaries are the
first accused of war crimes in Ukraine.

 The organisation was created by Dmitry Utkin, a former special
forces officer and member of Russia's military intelligence service.

 The Wagner Group is a contractor network that provides
soldiers for hire.
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OIC-IPHRC  India finds unacceptable the comments made by OIC-IPHRC
today criticising India for the judgement in the case of Yasin

Malik About Organization of Islamic Cooperation-Independent
Permanent Human Rights Commission (OIC-IPHRC)
 It is an expert body with advisory capacity established by OIC,

as one of the principal organs working independently in the
area of human rights.

About Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
 The Organisation of the Islamic Cooperation is the world's

second-largest multilateral body after the UN.
 It was established by the First Islamic Summit Conference held

in Morocco in September 1969.
 Members: 57 members, all of them are Islamic countries or

Muslim majority members.

World Economic Situation  UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs released its and
Prospects (WESP) report World Economic Situation and Prospects (WESP) report Highlight

 India is projected to grow by 6.4% in 2022, slower than the last
year's 8.8% but still the fastest-growing major economy.

 Reasons:Higher inflationary pressures and uneven recovery of
the labour market curbing private consumption and investment,

 Agri Sector: Higher prices and shortages of farming inputs
including fertilizers are likely to persist in the region, negatively
impacting the agricultural sector in Bangladesh, India, Pakistan,
and Sri Lanka.

 Global Scenario: War in Ukraine has upended the fragile
economic recovery from the pandemic, triggering a devastating
humanitarian crisis in Europe, increasing food and commodity
prices and globally exacerbating inflationary pressures.

Paper Import Monitoring  Commerce and industry ministryhas launched the PIMS.
System (PIMS)  under this, an importer will have to provide advance

information online about the import of these papers and obtain
a registration number.

 The PIMS will be effective from October 1, 2022, allowing bill
of entry on or after October 1, 2022.

Public Financial Management  It is a web-based online software application developed and
System (PFMS) implemented by the Controller General of Accounts (CGA),

Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance, Government
of India.

 PFMS started during 2009 with the objective of tracking funds
released under all Plan schemes of Government of India, and
real time reporting of expenditure at all levels of Programme
implementation.



129

Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)  Transferring subsidies directly to the people through their
bank/Post office account is Direct Benefit Transfer.

 It aims to timely transfer of benefit to the citizen by bringing
efficiency, effectiveness, transparency and accountability in the
Government system.

 Through the DBT Government intend to achieve electronic
transfer of benefits, reduce delays in payments and most
importantly, accurate targeting of beneficiaries, thereby curbing
leakages and duplication.

Export Restriction on Sugar  Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) had issued an
order on Tuesday stating that the export of sugar would be
allowed with specific permission from the Directorate of Sugar,
Department of Food and Public Distribution between June
1 and October 31.

 Objective: To maintain domestic availability and price stability
of sugar in the country during sugar season 2021-22

 About Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT): It is an
attached office of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.
 It is responsible for formulating and implementing the

Foreign Trade Policy with the main objective of promoting
India's exports.

Network Planning Group  All logistics and connectivity infrastructure projects, entailing
(NPG) investment of over ?500 crore, would now route through the

network planning group (NPG) constituted under the PM
GatiShakti initiative.

 An integrated infrastructure network planning group (NPG)
has been constituted which has representations from various
connectivity infrastructure ministries/departments involving
their heads of network planning division for unified planning
and integration of the proposals.

 Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) has also created a national master plan digital platform.

 About PM GatiShakti plan: To break departmental silos and
bring in more holistic and integrated planning and execution
of projects with a view to addressing the issues of multi-modal
and last-mile connectivities.

Local Bodies To Cull  Kerala government has empowered local bodies to cull wild
Wild Boars boars that pose a threat to agriculture crops or human life.

 Section 11-B (1) of the Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972 provides
powers to the Chief Wildlife Warden (CWW) to issue special
orders to kill wild animals, if the officer is satisfied that a
particular animal has become dangerous to human life or
property.
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 Chairpersons of local bodies as honorary wildlife wardens and
secretaries of the local bodies concerned will act as the delegated
officers.

Tortoise conservation  World Tortoise Day recently highlighted the need to safeguard
turtles and tortoises and their vanishing habitats, but a temple
in Kasaragod has been doing so for decades.

 Devotees of Thoroth Addukath Bhagavathi Temple in
Molothumkavu, Bedadukka panchayat, believe offering rice to
tortoises will cleanse them of their sins and treat skin-related
disorders.

 The tortoises are safeguarded and conserved in a natural pond
(aamakulam) that spans two acres of temple grounds.

Vallanadu Blackbuck  The Department of Forest plans to establish ecotourism at
Sanctuary Vallanadu Blackbuck Sanctuary and hold a "Butterfly Festival".

 Vallanadu Wildlife Sanctuary is a protected area of Tamil Nadu
in South India created for the protection of blackbuck antelope.

 There are 250 blackbucks, 56 spotted deer, and 35 sambar deer
in the sanctuary. It contained 86 different bird species and 80
different butterfly species.

SelaMacaque  Sela macaque ( Macacaselai), the new-to-science primate was
identified and analysed by a team of experts from the Zoological
Survey of India (ZSI) and the University of Calcutta.

 Sela macaque has a tail longer than the Tibetan macaque,
Assamese macaque, Arunachal macaque and the white-cheeked
macaque but shorter than the bonnet macaque and toque
macaque.

 Sela macaque belongs to the sinica species-group of Macaca,
but it differs from all other members of this group through
attributes such as brown collar hair and muzzle, thick brown
hair around the neck and the absence of chin whiskers, the study
says.

Naming  A new species of old world monkey recorded from Arunachal
Pradesh has been named after a strategic mountain pass at
13,700 ft above sea level.

 Sela is situated between Dirang and Tawang towns in western
Arunachal Pradesh.

 Sela macaque was geographically separated from the Arunachal
macaque ( Macacamunzala) of Tawang district by Sela. This
mountain pass acted as a barrier by restricting the migration of
individuals of these two species for approximately two million
years,
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Asola Bhatti Wildlife  The Delhi government is planning to boost the security of Asola
Sanctuary Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary, by constructing a 45-km long

peripheral road alongside the boundary of the sanctuary.
 Asola-Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary is at the end of important

wildlife corridor that starts from Sariska National Park in Alwar,
Rajasthan and passes through Mewat,Faridabad and Gurugram
districts of Haryana.

 It is situated in the South Delhi Ridge section of the Aravalli
range on the Delhi-Haryana border, the sanctuary covers 32.71
sq.km and is spread over an area of 6,784 acres.
Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)

 According to Lancet report, Lower respiratory infection
attributable to respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) was responsible
for more than 1,00,000 deaths in children under five worldwide
in 2019,.

About RSV  RSV, is a common respiratory virus that usually causes mild,
cold-like symptoms.

 Most people recover in a week or two, but RSV can be serious,
especially for infants and older adults.

 RSV is the most common cause of bronchiolitis (inflammation
of the small airways in the lung) and pneumonia (infection of
the lungs) in children younger than 1 year of age in the United
States.

Central Advisory Board on  Recently, government re-constituted the Central Advisory
Archaeology (CABA) Board on Archaeology (CABA) for a period of three years.

 Objective: To strengthen contacts between the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) and those in the field of archaeological
research was re-constituted

 Member: Culture Minister as the chairperson and other officials
from the Culture Ministry and ASI, MPs, nominees of State
governments, representatives of universities, scientists and
experts on Indus Valley script among the members.

 Nominated Member: Five persons nominated in their personal
capacities by the Government of India

 Functions would include advising the Centre on "matters
relating to archaeology" referred to it by its members.
 It may also make suggestions on such matters for the

consideration of the Government.
 It also set up a Standing Committee of the board to be

chaired by the ASI D-G.

85:15 Admission Formula  The St. Stephen's College, asserting its minority institution
character, has said it will accord 85% weightage to the CUET
score and 15% to physical interviews for all categories of
candidates.
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 It is a stand strongly opposed by DU, which wants interviews
to be conducted only for the reserved category students.

 In 1992, the Supreme Court had given permission to St.
Stephen's for admitting students through interview process.

Sudden Infant Death  It is the unexpected death of an apparently healthy infant.
Syndrome (SIDS)  It usually occurs while the baby is asleep, although in rare

cases, it can also occur while the child is awake.
 The condition is also called "cot death".
 Newborn babies delivered prematurely or with low weight at

birth are believed to be at a greater risk of SIDS.
 The exact cause of SIDS is unknown, although revelations from

the new research look promising.

Army First Woman  Captain Abhilasha Barak becomes the first woman officer to
Combat Pilot join Army Aviation Corps as combat aviator after successful

completion of the six month long Combat Army Aviation
Course.

 Army Aviation Corps, the youngest Corps of the Army, was
formed on November 01, 1986 and over the years has expanded
with addition of new units and equipment like Cheetah,
Advanced Light Helicopter Dhruv, weaponised ALH Rudra
and Light Combat Helicopter.

 Since the standoff in Eastern Ladakh in 2020, the Army Aviation
had seen a quantum jump in the employment of helicopter along
the Northern borders.

Multi Agency Centre (MAC)  It is a common counter-terrorism grid under Intelligence
Bureau that was conceptualised in 2001, post-Kargil war.

 Objective: To create an institutional memory on terrorism and
act as a platform to analyse the information on terror-related
activities.

 It collates information from multiple agencies and puts it in a
common pool for the users to access the relevant information.

 As many as 28 organisations including the Research and
Analysis Wing (R&AW), armed forces and State police are part
of the platform and various security agencies share real time
intelligence inputs on MAC.

 MAC's foundation was laid down by the present National
Security Adviser (NSA) AjitDoval in 2001, who was then an
additional director in the Intelligence Bureau.

Nechiphu Tunnel  Border Roads Organisation (BRO) completed the excavation
of Nechiphu tunnel in West Kameng district of Arunachal
Pradesh.

 The 500 m Nechiphu tunnel between Km 82 to 88 along the
Balipara-Charduar-Tawang Road, which connects Balipara in
Assam to Tawang in Arunachal Prdesh bordering China, is
located at an altitude of 5700 ft.

 The D-shaped tunnel has been excavated under 'Project Vartak'.
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Indian Ocean Region  Navies of India and France concluded their second joint
patrolling in the South-Western Indian Ocean.

 it is the second time that France and India have carried out "joint
patrolling" out of La Reunion, a French island.

Significance of Indian  Under the 'Neighbourhood First' policy and broader maritime
Ocean Region cooperation, the Indian Navy undertakes joint exclusive

economic zone (EEZ) surveillance with Maldives, Seychelles
and Mauritius and coordinated patrols (CORPAT) with
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand and Indonesia.

Tour of Duty (ToD),  Tour of Duty (ToD), for short term recruitment of jawans into
the three Services of the armed forces for a period of four years
is all set to be rolled out soon.

 Currently, soldiers join the forces between 17.7 years and 21
years of age and serve a minimum of 15 years before retirement.

 Under ToD, the permanent cadre will be inducted once their
cycle of four years gets completed.

Two new ships in Navy  Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched two different types
of surface ships on Tuesday (May17), which would be recruited
into the Navy later.

 The ships, named Surat and Udaygiri, will go through rigorous
sea trials before being commissioned into the Navy, following
which they will receive the INS prefix to their names.

 Surat is a Visakhapatnam Class guided-missile destroyer
capable of attacking other ships.

 Udaygiri is a Nilgiri Class frigate, which are often faster and
more maneuverable.

Vadnagar'sTies With  On the occasion of Buddha Purnima, PM Modi declared in
Buddhism Lumbini that his hometown, Vadnagar in Gujarat's Mehsana

district, had been a renowned center for Buddhist study
centuries ago.

 The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) took over the
excavation operation in 2014, and the combined efforts have
yielded Buddhist relics and over 20,000 artifacts, some going
back to the 2nd century.

 Excavation work is still ongoing at two Vadnagar locations:
Ambha Ghat and the Anaaj or grain godown beside the railway
track, or near AmbajiKotha Lake.

Qutub Minar  About: It is a five-storeyed red sandstone tower built by Muslim
conquerors in the thirteenth century to commemorate their final
triumph over the Rajput rulers of Delhi (Qutub means victory).
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 Construction History: Started in 1198 BCE by Qutubu'd-din
Aibak, the mamluk (slave) commander-in-chief of Muhammad
of Ghori, and founder of Muslim rule in India. Aibak, who
became the first king of the Mamluk dynasty, managed to
complete just the base of the tower before his death in 1211.
 His son and successor, Shamsu'd-din Iltutmish (1211-36),

added three more storeys.
 When the minar was damaged by lightning in the fourteenth

century, Firoz Shah Tughlaq (1351-88) constructed the
topmost part, a fine specimen of workmanship in white
marble and red sandstone.

 Religious Significance: It serve as a tower from where muezzins
(criers) call for prayer at the Quwwatu'l-Islam mosque nearby.
 Minar (tower) is engraved with arabesque decorations,

mainly verses from the Quran.
 According to one inscription in Kufic language, the minar

is said to have been established to reflect the shadow of
God in the East and West.

 Qutub complex, also houses the Alai Darwaza, Quwwatu'l-
Islam mosque and the Iron pillar.

Lumbini  On the occasion of Buddha Jayanti, PM Modi and his Nepalese
counterpart laid the groundwork for the India International
Centre for Buddhist Culture and Heritage at Lumbini.

 Lumbini, located across the border from Gorakhpur in Nepal's
Lumbini province's Rupandehi district, is thought to be the
birthplace of the Shakya prince Siddhartha Gautam, who later
became The Buddha after reaching Enlightenment.

 The Lumbini complex is home to several sacred places,
including the well-known Mayadevi temple, which is devoted
to The Buddha's mother.

 A sacred pond adjacent to the temple is where Mayadevi is
said to have taken a ritual bath before giving birth to
Siddhartha.

NFGFHD  The National Facility for Gene Function in Health and Disease
(NFGFHD) will be established at the Indian Institute of Science
Education and Research (IISER), Pune.

 It has been funded by the Department of Biotechnology.
 This will be one-of-its-kind large facilities providing timely

supply of animal models to researchers studying a range of
diseases from cancer to diabetes.

Omicron New Variant  European CDC is anticipating a significant overall increase in
Covid-19 cases in the coming weeks and months due to the
BA.4 and BA.5 sub-variants of Omicron.

 World Health Organisation (WHO) considers both to be
'variants of concern'.
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Ayushman Bharat Health  National Health Authority (NHA), under its flagship scheme
Account (ABHA) of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM), announced the

launch of a revamped Ayushman Bharat Health Account
(ABHA) mobile application.

 ABHA app, previously known as NDHM Health Records app.
 Application allows self-uploading of physical health records

in the ABDM compliant health lockers along with sharing of
digital health records such as diagnostic reports, prescriptions,
CoWIN vaccination certificate etc. after the consent of an
individual through the ABDM network.

Kashmiri Pandit Scheme Prime Minister employment package for migrant Kashmiri Pandits
 Aim of drawing Pandit migrants back to the Valley and their

eventual return and rehabilitation there.
 The salaries of these officials were to come from the Ministry

of Home Affairs.
 Relief and Rehabilitation Commission is the nodal agency

taking care of the affairs of migrant Kashmiri Pandits staying
across the country.

Hydroelectric project in  Dibang Multipurpose Project is a hydropower cum flood
Arunachal Pradesh moderation scheme proposed on Dibang River in Lower

Dibang Valley District of Arunachal Pradesh.
 The Dam site is located about 1.5 km upstream of the

confluence of AshuPani and Dibang rivers and about 43
km from Roing, District Headquarter.

 Etalin Project is a 3,097MW hydro power project.
 It is planned on Dri / Tangon / Dibang river/basin in

Arunachal Pradesh, India.
 The 2,000MW Lower Subansiri hydroelectric power project

(LSHEP) is located on Subansiri River, which is on the border
of India's two north-eastern states, Arunachal Pradesh and
Assam.
 The project is being developed by the state-run National

Hydro Power Corporation (NHPC).

Indira Gandhi ShehriRozgar  It is an employment scheme for urban areas on the lines of
Guarantee Yojana. Mahatma Gandhi NREGA for rural areas by Rajasthan State

Government.
 Under this scheme, employment will be provided for up to

100 days in a year.
 Eligibility: All those aged between 18 and 60 years and residing

within urban body limits are eligible for the scheme, and in
special circumstances such as a pandemic or a calamity, migrant
labourers may be included
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 Work:  tree plantation, cleaning ponds and lakes, conserving
heritage to collecting garbage from door to door and segregating
it and catching stray animals

 Scheme is touted as "the largest urban employment guarantee
scheme in the country".

AKRUTI programme  Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) is
equipping the unemployed youth of 16 village panchayats
under the Tarapur Atomic Power Station (TAPS) colony with
techno entrepreneurial skills through its Advanced Knowledge
and Rural Technology Implementation (AKRUTI) programme

 Under this scheme, technology usage in the rural and urban
areas is encouraged.

 Entrepreneurship is encouraged under the programme.
 Aim: Developing rural areas through imparting knowledge,

information and implementation of BARC technologies in rural
areas.

International Booker Prize  Author Geetanjali Shree's translated Hindi novel, Tomb of Sand,
became the first Indian language book to win the International
Booker Prize.

 2018 novel titled 'Ret Samadhi' was translated by Daisy
Rockwell and published as 'Tomb of Sand' in 2021.

 International Booker Prize began in 2005: A biennial prize
initially, it was then awarded for a body of work available in
English, including translations,
 In 2015, the rules of the International prize changed to make

it an annual affair.
 The Booker Prize is one of the best-known literary awards for

fiction writing in English, including both novels and collections
of short stories.
 It was first awarded in 1969.






